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No single feature has shaped the urban fabric of modern Glasgow more than
the motorway network. The motorways were part of a vision of post war
planners and engineers to create a bold new city of improved housing, new
industries and futuristic communications. The Glasgow 1999 UK City of
Architecture & Design celebration provides the ideal platform to explore the
history of the motorway network, examine the social, environmental and economic implications and to consider whether the vision has been realised.
The Exhibition, held in the Museum of Transport between 27 November 1997
and 1 March 1998, provides a rare opportunity to appreciate the scale of the
engineering achievement involved in terms of both design and construction
and to ensure that the role of the civil engineer is better understood by society.
It is also time to look forward and to stimulate interest in the new challenges
in transportation facing the City as it seeks an environmentally balanced
approach to its future.
Welcome to the Exhibition.99

St. G e o r g e s C r o s s , 1 9 9 7 .

The Organising Committee would like to acknowledge the contribution made
to the planning, funding and development of the Glasgow Motorway network
by the following Roads Authorities, both past and present, and their staff:The Scottish Office, The Corporation of the City of Glasgow, Strathclyde
Regional Council and Glasgow City Council, and to place on record their
appreciation of the work undertaken by the many Consultants, Contractors,
Sub-contractors and Suppliers who were also involved in this work. Many of
these same organisations have been involved in the preparation of this
Exhibition and our grateful thanks go to them, to the staff of Glasgow
Museums, to our Curator, Valerie Wardlaw and to Alex McArthur for his
invaluable input and support.
Hugh Blackwood
Co-Chairman
Organising
Committee
November 1997

Glasgow

Ian H. B r u c e
Co-Chairman
Organising
Committee
November 1997
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THE INSTnXTlON
OF HIGHWAYS
& TRANSPORTATION

T h e H i g t i ^ w a y Pl£i,n f o r Grlsisgo^iiir
In the years following the second
world war. The Corporation of
the City of Glasgow was facing
serious problems. While the
heavy manufacturing industries
upon which the City's economy
depended were in decline the
population had expanded to a
peak of 1.1 million by the mid
1950's.
The existing infrastructure of the
City struggled to cope with the
increased pressures. There was
a severe housing shortage with
many people living in overcrowded and dilapidated tenements with outdoor toilets. In
addition, the streets were severely congested. The Second City of
the Empire had run out of space,
its air and river were polluted, its
social problems enormous. It
had to change.

Slum tenements
in M o f f a t Street
in t h e G o r b a l s
circ 1955.

Traffic
c o n g e s t i o n in
Renfield Street
circ 1950.

By the late 1950's and early 1960's the Corporation formed a radical plan to
revive the inner City. Twenty-nine areas were designated for redevelopment
including ten forming a ring around the City centre. Vast new schemes were
planned to house the overspill population and were intended to provide a
clean, spacious and modern environment away from the inner city slums.
In 1961 The Corporation of the City of Glasgow commissioned a comprehensive study of the principal traffic routes to accommodate the planned redevelopment within the City. The study became The Highway Plan for Glasgow.
This examined in detail the existing situation and proposed an extensive network of motorways and expressways comprising two Inner Ring Roads and a
number of Radial Routes. One of the principal strategies of the proposed network was to utilise areas of land set aside for development, existing lines of
severance such as disused canals, routes adjacent to railway lines and derelict
industrial sites.

Artist's i m p r e s s i o n , T o w n h e a d circ. 1965.
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T h e Inner Ring R o a d

The Inner Ring Road, as proposed by the
Highway Plan, was designed to act as a 'hub'
in order that traffic be removed from the surface streets in the City centre. This layout
comprised four flanks, namely the North,
West, South and East Flanks.
The first four stages of the Inner Ring Road
were constructed over a period of six years,
the final section opening in 1972. The cost of
these stages which completed the North and
West Flanks, was £26.9 million which equates
to approximately £300 million at todays
prices. These stages comprised the following:•

Townhead Interchange (Stage 1)

•

Kingston Bridge

•

Charing Cross

•

Woodside

T o w n h e a d I n t e r c h a n g e circ. 1965

T o w n h e a d I n t e r c h a n g e 1997

The completion of these lengths of motorway vastly improved the quality of the City
centre and allowed the pedestrianisation of the main shopping streets. In addition it
provided an effective east-west route across the City allowing the off-peak average
speeds to increase.
The remaining South and East Flanks as proposed by the Highway Plan were never
constructed. The East Flank would have followed the line of the High Street, past
Glasgow Cathedral in a depressed structure and across the River Clyde on a bridge or
tunnel at Glasgow Green. The South Flank was designed to complete the square and
to link the M74 to the M77 and the M8 to the west.
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Traffic congestion is growing, botli on tlie motorway and on the City streets.
Simply building more roads to reduce congestion is no longer the only
answer. A more balanced approach is needed between the various modes of
transport with improvements made to public transportation.

Traffic congestion at Charing Cross

In recent years the Roads Authorities have introduced a number of imaginative measures aimed at alleviating congestion. New technology has been
used to improve traffic control and driver information, junction improvements
have been carried out to improve traffic flow and additional lanes provided at
the busiest parts of the motorway.
A more effective integrated transport policy is essential to ensure that the
best possible use of the existing road network is made and to develop and
encourage the use of alternative sustainable transport modes. The local councils are currently re-evaluating the proposed M74 Northern Extension scheme
which will link the M74 motorway at Fullarton Road with the M8 motorway to
the south of the Kingston Bridge. This proposal will also be considered within
the Roads Review being carried out by The Scottish Office. Improvements to
cycleways and bus routes are already being implemented in the Glasgow City
Centre Millennium Plan and the Route Action Plans and extending the suburban rail network is under constant review. The use of trams, light rail systems
and guided busways to improve the effectiveness of public transport is also
under consideration.

Bus priority lanes at IVIaryhill Road

The Road Show offers an opportunity to take stock to consider what effect the
motorway network has had on the City and to contemplate how our transport
network can best be developed to serve the City's future.
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Graphic Panels
1. Chevrons
2. Chevrons
3. Introduction
4. A Second City
5. A Highway Plan for Glasgow
6. A Highway Plan for Glasgow
7. Motorway City
8. Kingston Bridge
9. Kingston Bridge
10. Charing Cross and Woodside
11. Charing Cross and Woodside
12. Inner Ring Road
13. Radial Routes
14. Roads Design
15. Motorway Bridge Design
16. Construction Model
17. Construction Model
18. A Vision Reviewed
19. The Next Bend in the Road
20. Integrated Transport
21. Traffic Management
22. Electronic Map
23. Electronic Map
24. Electronic Map
25. Traffic Management
26. Road Safety
27. Road Safety
28. Comments Board
29. Comments Board
30. Construction Yard
31. Construction Yard
32. Construction Yard
33. Construction Yard
34. Construction Yard
35. Construction Yard

- Exhibits
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Wildlife Exhibits
High Mast Light
Construction Yard
Excavator
Gantry Sign

AV - Audio-visual display
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