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Editorial
4

launching Pontifact our aims are two
fold. Firstly, to broadcast personal news
of members of the staff and the activities of the
various offices and sites so that wherever you
are working, whether it be Victoria Street or
Nathan Road, Lagos or Glasgow, you will be
kept “in the picture”. With this end in view
we hope that one volunteer will be forthcoming
from every section of the firm who will collect
news of his colleagues for publication in future
editions. We wish to offer congratulations on
such events as marriages and births, examination
successes, publication of papers and achieve
ments in sport and the arts, and to hear of the
many other activities in which our members
have made some worthwhile contribution.
Our second aim is to provide scope for literary
talent, however limited. We shall welcome
writing from all grades of staff, both male and
female, which will either interest, amuse or
stimulate correspondence. In addition to various
regular features such as the Editorial, a “Hong
Kong Letter’, Sports Club News and Letters to
the Editors, we shall hope to publish two or three
main articles which will form the nucleus of
each number. These articles will fall into two
general categories; those on non-engineering
topics by staff who have achieved success, to
a greater or lesser degree, in some spare-time
recreation or part-time work which can be pre
sented so as to be of universal interest; and
those on subjects in some way connected with
the firm’s work, but of a not too technical nature,
which will appeal to everyone associated with
the firm, not least the Engineers’ wives. Further
more, we shall be pleased to accept short stories
or any items of humour, including cartoons,
which may be offered to us.
With regard to the production side of Pont ifact
we believe that in a professional firm of our size
there should be sufficient material to make it a
regular publication. However, the frequency of
going to press will all depend upon the response
we get.

On the principle that something for which
one has to pay is more appreciated than some
thing one gets for nothing, we have decided
that a nominal charge of one shilling per copy
should be made. We hope that every member
of the staff will give his support by buying a copy,
and, with a circulation in the region of 300,
we shall obtain an income of about £15 which
will go towards the cost of printing each edition.
Obviously this sum will not by any means cover
the cost of production and you will realise that
we are receiving a substantial subsidy from the
Partners.
At this stage we should like to express our
sincere thanks to the Partners for their financial
help and for giving their blessing to this enter
prise at the outset. We know that the reader
will appreciate that these two fundamental
conditions are the sine qua non of Pontifact’s
appearance.
Having dealt with the most sublime aspect of
this Editorial in the last paragraph we should
now like to relate an anecdote about the title
of this magazine, a title which we hope you will
consider to be distinguished by the qualities
of both aptitude and brevity. The wife of one
of the Editors when she first heard about it
said “It sounds vaguely ecclesiastical—doesn’t
it mean a Bishop?” On being told that the
title was the firm’s telegraphic address she
realised that she had misconstrued the Latin
ending.
We hope that our reader has borne with us
thus far and not yet passed on to the articles
of our more distinguished writers. We do assure
you that future Editorials will not run to this
length, but we felt that it was important in the
first instance to explain our purpose. One
final word, we must emphasise most strongly
that the future success of this magazine depends
on you, the members of the staff. Without
your regular written contributions Pontifact will
go out of print however eventful life in the firm
may be.
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name and prior to the outbreak of war was
consultant for Berkeley Square House and
Fountain House, Park Lane, London, and for
a number of bridges required by the Ministry
of Transport. During the war he was engaged
on specialised consulting work for the Depart
ment of Scientific and industrial Research.
From 1945, with Guthlac Wilson as his Partner,
he continued in an active consulting capacity
until he died in 1950.

Historical development
of the Firm
he firm of Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick
& Partners was formed in 1954 by the
amalgamation of the firms of Scott & Wilson
and Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick & Partners.
The firm of Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick & Partners
was founded in 1924 by Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick,
M.I.C.E., who, from 1931 to 1939, had the
assistance of A. P. Lambert, M.I.C.E., as a
Partner. R. W. Hawkey, MA., M.I.C.E.,
M.I.W.E. became a member of the firm in
1935, a Partner in 1944 and sole Partner in
1951 when Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick retired from
active practice.
Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick started his career with
the London and North Western Railway. He
was later with the Cleveland Bridge & Engin
eering Co. for whom he carried out the re
construction of Shrewsbury Station, the con
struction of a viaduct spanning the River Severn
and the construction of the King Edward VII
Bridge over the River Tyne. In 1906 he was
appointed City Engineer of Newcastle-on-Tyne.
in 1910 he joined the Port of London Authority
of which he was Chief Engineer from 1913 until
1924. He was knighted in 1922 on completion
of the King George V Dock at North Woolwich.
In 1931 he was President of the Institution
of Civil Engineers. He was a member of the
international Technical Consultative Committee
of the Suez Canal Company and for many
years represented the Ministry of Transport
on the International Association of Navigation
Congresses. He acted on numerous occasions
as an Arbitrator and gave much expert evidence
on Parliamentary Bills, at public enquiries and
in courts of law. He retired from active con
sulting practice in 1951, and died some six years
later.
From 1924 until amalgamation with Scott &
Wilson in 1954 Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick & Partners
were responsible for the execution of many
major engineering projects including foundation

work for the power house, blast furnaces and
other structures at the Ford Motor Works,
Dagenham, the Tir John Power Station at
Swansea where, as an aid to construction methods,
freezing of the sub-soil was employed for the
first time in the United Kingdom, the recon
struction of Maryport and Galway Harbours,
water supply schemes for the Docking Rural
District Council in Norfolk, power stations in
Cyprus, Nigeria, the Sudan and elsewhere in
association with Preece, Cardew & Rider, and
many wharves, piers, jetties, sea defence works,
heavy foundations and retaining walls. During
the war the firm, under instructions from the
War Office and in association with Livesey &
Henderson and Lewis & Duvivier, supervised
the construction of concrete caissons used in
the Mulberry Harbour operation.
The firm of Scott & Wilson was established
in 1945 by W. L. Scott, M.I.C.E., in partnership
with Guthlac Wilson, D.Sc.(Eng.), S.M., MICE.
M.ASCE., M.I.Struct.E.
W. L. Scott, as Chief Engineer to Messrs.
Considere ConstrLlction Ltd., for some sixteen
years, had been responsible for the design of
the King George V Bridge, Glasgow, the Dor
chester Hotel in London, offices for the Surrey
County Council and numerous other buildings
of reinforced concrete construction. In 1935,
he set up in practice in London under his own

The original research /r this lustory was
carried out by F. S. Matthews sonic Jbur rears
More recently the work was put into
ago.
its final jbr,n by Mr. R. F. Me/f, Jbr inco,
poratioll in the official brochure of Scott & Wilson,
Kirkpatrick & Partners. The history is repro—
ducecl here, with the permission of the Partners,
in the hope that through the medium of’ ‘Pont,fact’’
all members of the stat! ivill ha,’e the opportunity
of meading it.
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Guthlac Wilson had spent some years in
India where he was responsible for a number
of important engineering projects. In 1938 he
attended Harvard University, where, after
obtaining the degree of Master of Science, he
was chosen to be Private Assistant to Professor
Terzaghi. He was later Divisional Superintend
ent, Design Division, with Sir Alexander Gibb
& Partners, and, from 1940 to 1943, Director of
Constructional Design for the Ministry of Works
and Buildings. Tn 1943 he established his own
soils laboratory and was in practice in London
under his own name until 1945 when he joined
W. L. Scott in partnership.
In 1946, E. 0. Measor, A.C.G,1., B.Sc.,
M.1.C.E., M.i.Struct.E., and Henry Grace, S.M.,
M.Sc., M.I.C.E., F.ASCE., A.M.T.W.E., became
members of the firm of Scott & Wilson and were
made Partners in 1950.

In 1953, Guthlac Wilson, while on a tour
of inspection of overseas works, was a victim
of an aircraft accident from which there were
no survivors. Thereafter, Scott & Wilson
continued to practice under the partnership of
E. 0. Measor and Henry Grace until the amal
gamation with Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick & Partners
in 1954.
Since the formation of Scott & Wilson,
Kirkpatrick & Iartners, London, the firm has
practised under the partnership of E. 0. Measor,
R. W. Hawkey, Henry Grace and F. M. Bowen,
M.I.C.E., M.I.Struct.E., A.M.1.Mech.E., who,
prior to being taken into partnership, was a
senior member of the firm of Scott & Wilson.
In 1960 C. G. Sang, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E.,
became a Partner.
Associated firms of the same name each
operating under the direct control of a Resident
Partner and with interests and policies identical
to those of Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick &
Partners of London are at present established
in Hong Kong, the Caribbean and in Nyasaland.
A branch of the latter firm operates in Nigeria.
This series of Partnerships now embraces 10
Partners, 4 Associates, a Secretary and a staff
consisting of some 23 senior fully qualified key
members, 70 qualified engineers, and 100 assist
ants, draughtsmen and other technical staff.

Partners’ Notes
Mr. C. G. Sang became a Partner on July 1st,
1960.
*

*

*

Mr. J. K. M. Henry, who for five years was
our Resident Partner in Hong Kong, returned
to this country in May and, together with
G. M. J. Williams, has been made an Associate
of the firm. Mr. Henry remains a Partner of
the Hong Kong firm.
*

*

*

J. F. Lindsay became Resident Partner of the
Hong Kong firm on January 1st, 1960.
*

*

*

Having prepared the Contract Documents to
tender stage for the 65-mile Georgetown-Rosignol

Road, British Guiana, and for the redevelop
ment of Belize Airport, British Honduras, both
jobs have come to a standstill as neither Govern
ment has the funds to proceed with the work.
This is most disappointing for all concerned
and has entailed the termination of the British
Guiana Partnership which was carried on under
our Resident Partner in Georgetown, Mr. J.
J. Bryan. Mr. Bryan has retired to Greystones,
near Dublin, where he hopes to fish in a more
salubrious atmosphere than Georgetown. The
fish are not so vicious either.
*

*

*

Congratulations to M. N. Bell on his election
to A.M.I.C.E. in April 1960, and to J. Holland
on gaining a Diploma of the Imperial College.
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but to my jaundiced eye those
above were roaring with mirth at the hapless
lot below. So, on we went.
On leaving the comparative shelter under the
ship’s side we turned away towards our own.
The seas were abeam now and we were rolling
and shipping a lot of water. This was the
worst yet. The apprentice was signalling ahead
all the time with his torch. The Mate was
impassive. The engine had only to fail a third
time.
My presence was just foolhardy. I should
not have come when 1 could have been safe and
dry and about to sit down to my dinner. A
sudden lurch dissuaded me from further thought
of food. Hours seemed to have passed before
we were close enough to hail. They’ll surely
arrange for the life boat containing the passenger
to be hoisted aboard first. But no, I had
forgotten that the other lifeboat had no engine.
Oars alone could not control her if she was on
her own in these seas.
We circled the ship; a floodlight was turned
on; the falls were flailing the air; we came under
slowly. The Second Mate and two others
jumped to hook on. They missed. Another
try and a failure; the fifth try was successful.
Hooked at one end the other boat was held in
position by us and after several attempts she
encouragement

Dutch treat
by Charles Seale
was a hot sunny afternoon. The small
Dutch freighter and an elderly freighter
of the same Company lazed at anchor a mile
apart. To seaward a necklace of islets embraced
Puerto La Cruz bay and the shore shimmered
some miles distant. At the near end the oil
tanks indicated the port of Guanta. Occasionally
a laden tanker tramped out to sea. Our Vene
zuelan guard yawned, eased his tommy gun and
flicked yet another butt into the water. We
had arrived the day before and were awaiting
our turn to follow our elderly companion, next
morning, to the quayside to unload.
More than half of the ship’s company had
been sent sailing that morning by the Mate.
The red sails of the ships lifeboat could still
be seen far off against the islands.
“Care to come with me in the other boat
to retrieve them?” said the Mate. “We have
an engine in this one.” I accepted with alac
rity, heaving myself out of the deck chair.
The Mate summoned up a scratch crew and
I clambered over the rail and followed the
Radio Officer into the boat. The sea slept
innocent below.
At a signal from the Mate we dropped to
the sea; the falls hung lifeless as we unhooked.
The engine throbbed. A quick turn away from
the ship and unexpectedly it faltered and stopped;
a breeze sprang up and we lobbed uncertainly
in the water. The Radio Officer pushed past
and was violently seasick. I found this slightly
disquieting. The Mate set the other occupants
to getting the engine going again, but twenty
minutes passed in increasing discomfort before
the engine chugged into life. Then the Mate
set course for the red sails and all was well for
ten minutes, when, with alarming suddeness, the
engine stopped again. The boat’s movements
were more marked this time and the Radio
Officer plumbed fresh depths. Disquiet deepened
to alarm at my own ability to avoid his fate,
and the ribald comments directed at him did
not help me much. Surely they must turn

back to the ship; this could not go on. However,
the engine was got going and on we went.
The red sails were as far off as ever. The sea
was becoming choppy and we were covered in
spray from time to time. Despite the following
wind, the progress of the lifeboat was very slow
and only after a long struggle did we reach the
other boat. She was very near the open sea
and the second Mate aboard her had lowered
the sails and had the crew rowing furiously.
They were only just holding their own.
Even I was roused from my gloom by the
cheers and catcalls, albeit in Dutch, with which
we were greeted on arrival. With most of the
ship’s crew aboard, she was crowded. I spotted
the steward among them and realised, incon
gruously, that my dinner was going to be late.
At the third or fourth attempt, a line was
got aboard, the Mate turned us round, and
the long tow back began. We were heading
into the seas now. They were steeper and we
were getting very wet and pitching badly.
Behind, the other boat was biting deeply into
the water. Shuddering, I crouched down be
tween the buoyancy tanks and deplored, not
so much my decision, as my eagerness, to come.
For a long time we appeared to be making little
progress, but by the time it was almost dark
it was apparent to me that we were heading,
not for our own ship, but for the other one.
The English-speaking apprentice slipped in
beside me. We were putting aboard her one of
her own crew first, There and then, cunningly,
I decided I would go aboard too, stay the night
aboard her, and rejoin my ship at the quayside.
Nothing would induce me to remain a moment
longer than necessary in this crazy lifeboat.
It was dark when we reached her. Her
precipitous sides towered above us. My ordeal
was nearly over. A ladder would be dropped
and up 1 would go. No ladder was in fact
dropped and all that happened was that more
Dutch comment was bandied upwards and
downwards. Charitably, I like to think it was

the other end. The electric
winch whined and up she went.
It might have been easier to hook our boat on
to the other side had the floodlight there worked,
but as it was the jumping had to be done in
darkness. Whether the Mate decided he was
better rid of his Jonah, I do not know, but he
took us round again to the floodlight side and
shouted out an order. A Jacob’s ladder was
lowered. It slhpped and writhed against the
plates. As we approached, the Mate indicated
that the apprentice should go first. He judged
the distance and snaked up the ladder. We
turned in a circle and the Mate pointed to me;
this was it. We came in slowly; I poised and
launched myself forward. In so doing my right
sandal caught in the lifeboat, but I got the other
foot on the ladder and I grasped the ropes. The
lifeboat was swinging away, taking my foot
with it. The gap yawned below. All my pentup feelings were released and to this day I do
not know what I roared but the Dutchmen knew.
My foot was released and I was up on deck.
Later, over art hilarious dinner for the Mate
and ourselves (the only passengers aboard), he
enquired of my wife about the Captain’s de
meanour during the last few hours. She was
diplomatic, but the ship that night was subdued
and the Captain dined alone.
was hooked on at

A message from the Partners
The Partners welcome the introduction of a
House Magazine and wish it every success.
They hope that it will be well supported by
all members of the staff and prove to be a
valuable contribution towards the well being
and unity of the firm which has grown so much
during the last few years.

The Partners would like to congratulate the Edi
tors on the first edition of PontiJ-,ct and particular
ly on the security measures and tactics which pro
ved so successful in obtaining Partners’ agreement
before they really realised what was happening.
The Partners take this opportunity of wishing
all readers a very happy Christmas.
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They were only just holding their own.
Even I was roused from my gloom by the
cheers and catcalls, albeit in Dutch, with which
we were greeted on arrival. With most of the
ship’s crew aboard, she was crowded. I spotted
the steward among them and realised, incon
gruously, that my dinner was going to be late.
At the third or fourth attempt, a line was
got aboard, the Mate turned us round, and
the long tow back began. We were heading
into the seas now. They were steeper and we
were getting very wet and pitching badly.
Behind, the other boat was biting deeply into
the water. Shuddering, I crouched down be
tween the buoyancy tanks and deplored, not
so much my decision, as my eagerness, to come.
For a long time we appeared to be making little
progress, but by the time it was almost dark
it was apparent to me that we were heading,
not for our own ship, but for the other one.
The English-speaking apprentice slipped in
beside me. We were putting aboard her one of
her own crew first, There and then, cunningly,
I decided I would go aboard too, stay the night
aboard her, and rejoin my ship at the quayside.
Nothing would induce me to remain a moment
longer than necessary in this crazy lifeboat.
It was dark when we reached her. Her
precipitous sides towered above us. My ordeal
was nearly over. A ladder would be dropped
and up 1 would go. No ladder was in fact
dropped and all that happened was that more
Dutch comment was bandied upwards and
downwards. Charitably, I like to think it was

the other end. The electric
winch whined and up she went.
It might have been easier to hook our boat on
to the other side had the floodlight there worked,
but as it was the jumping had to be done in
darkness. Whether the Mate decided he was
better rid of his Jonah, I do not know, but he
took us round again to the floodlight side and
shouted out an order. A Jacob’s ladder was
lowered. It slhpped and writhed against the
plates. As we approached, the Mate indicated
that the apprentice should go first. He judged
the distance and snaked up the ladder. We
turned in a circle and the Mate pointed to me;
this was it. We came in slowly; I poised and
launched myself forward. In so doing my right
sandal caught in the lifeboat, but I got the other
foot on the ladder and I grasped the ropes. The
lifeboat was swinging away, taking my foot
with it. The gap yawned below. All my pentup feelings were released and to this day I do
not know what I roared but the Dutchmen knew.
My foot was released and I was up on deck.
Later, over art hilarious dinner for the Mate
and ourselves (the only passengers aboard), he
enquired of my wife about the Captain’s de
meanour during the last few hours. She was
diplomatic, but the ship that night was subdued
and the Captain dined alone.
was hooked on at

A message from the Partners
The Partners welcome the introduction of a
House Magazine and wish it every success.
They hope that it will be well supported by
all members of the staff and prove to be a
valuable contribution towards the well being
and unity of the firm which has grown so much
during the last few years.

The Partners would like to congratulate the Edi
tors on the first edition of PontiJ-,ct and particular
ly on the security measures and tactics which pro
ved so successful in obtaining Partners’ agreement
before they really realised what was happening.
The Partners take this opportunity of wishing
all readers a very happy Christmas.
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The idea for this cartoon was obtained by
Cherrie Preddy, a former member of the staff,
from “Fractured French”. This book contains
a series of drawings which illustrate mis-trans
lations of well-known French sayings used by
English-speaking people.
The occasion was the firm’s party at the
Criterion in December 1955 when Cherrie ex
hibited a number of such pen-and-ink sketches.
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The exhibition included some which were copied
from the book, for example “Coup de grace:
The lawn-mower” and “Mal de mer: Mother-inlaw”, and several original cartoons directed
against members of the staff.
The best of the latter was a caricature of the
Chief Assistant Engineer at that time, with his
nose buried in an enormous handkerchief. The
caption—”Sang froid: The Chief’s got a chill”.
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Pimlico District Heating Undertaking.
Dhekelia Cantonment—Field Regiment R.A.
British Nylon Spinners—Proposed Swimming Pool.
Grandpont House—Oxford.
Glasgow Inner Ring Road—Traffic Survey.
Gravel Pits—Walthamstow.
Hull—Telephone House Project.
“Horn Crusader”—Damage to Roundhead at Swansea.
Memorial Hall—Farringdon Street, EC.4.
Royal Northern Hospital—Sanitary Annexe Underpinning.
Sub-stations in Nigeria.
Castle Donington Airport.
Crystal Palace—Exhibition Ground for Constructional Equipment.
St. Andrews University—New Science Buildings.
Hull. Museum.
Huddersfield Technical College
B.N.S. Gloucester—’6’ Project.
Doha Hospital—Opthalmic Extension.
War Office Schools—Malaya.
Gravesend Technical School for Girls.
Infantry Battalion Barracks—Episkopi, Cyprus.
Commander-in-Chief’s Residence—Episkopi.
Asprey—Bond Street.
B.N.S. Australia—l960/61 Extensions.
B.E.A. No. 2 Maintenance Building—Slip Road to Viscount Way.
B.E.A. Stationery Store—Ruislip.
Office Building—Doha—for Darwish Bros.
B. N.S. Doncaster—Clubhouse—Leakage in Basement.
45, Park Lane.
B.E.A. Silver Wing Club—Swimming Pool.
Coutts & Co—Head Office Redevelopment.
Guards Chapel—Wellington Barracks.
Shek Pik Treatment Works—Hong Kong.
RU. 17.
B.N.S. Gloucester—I 960/61 Phase 2 Extensions.
B.N.S. Pontypool—Division of Polymer Storage Bunkers.
Prestatyn Reservoir.
Prestatyn Sewers.
B.N.S. Pontypool—Provisions for “Air Curtain Plant”.
Hospital for Chest Diseases—Kuwait.
“La Colina”—Damage to South Outer Dolphin at Port Talbot.
Chesterfield Airport—Investigation.
Oldbury Atomic Power Station.
Berkeley Square House—New Lifts and Ducts, etc.
G ravesend Technical School—Alterations to Existing BLIi Idi ngs.
Horizon Pictures.
“Tank Earl”—Esso Jetty, Fawley.
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Set in the chalk 250 ft. below ground level, a neiv ordnance
survey benchmark has been established under London.
Tile structure protecting the boiichmark from ;noi’einent is
filled with oil and grease to prevent corrosion.
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Strata beloli’ the S/ic/I Centre and details of the O,dnance benchmark established above I/ic chalk.

Construction of the “Shell Centre” on
London’s South Bank demanded a stable
benchmark on the site so that measurements
of the settlement of different sections of the
buildings could be recorded. Some sections
of the building are founded on deep cylinders
and others upon rafts. It was also necessary
to record the heave of the clay surrounding
the Bakerloo Tunnels when the overburden was
removed for construction of the basements.
For general surveys benchmarks are accurate
to 001 ft. and the maximum error per mile in
establishing a level is about 006 ft. For
Ordnance surveys and more precise building
work the errors tolerated are less than 001 ft.
per mile or less than one part in 428,000, which
is better than much precision engineering. Until
the erection of “Shell Centre” the nearest reliable
benchmarks were in the Chiltern Hills, some
30 miles away from the site.
For the Shell site it was first necessary to
relate the benchmark to the chalk 250 ft. down
below ground level and, secondly, its level had
to be defined in accordance with existing bench
marks. To protect it from the ground move
ments it is surrounded by a tube which is
telescopic and free to move. The tubing used
is galvanised and the joints treated as they were
made on site so that protection against corro
sion is complete.

Percussion Drilling
A borehole was sunk by Le Grand Adsco
Limited, of Southall, down to 25 ft. into the
chalk. A plain straight tube with an internal
diameter of 6 in. was embedded in concrete set
in the chalk. Surrounding this tube there are
three lengths of well-casing which overlap each
other like an extended telescope. The bottom
section has an 8 in. inside diameter which allows
only about in. clearance around the inner tube.

The middle section is 10 in. and the top 12 in.
internal diameter. At each junction the overlap
is about 4 ft. so that, when any settlement takes
place, the tubes will close up in telescope fashion
without affecting the inner tube. The standard
percussion method of drilling was used.
To ensure spacing between the inner and outer
tubes small collars sLlpporting rubber spacers
are welded to the inner tube at 40 ft. centres.
These are able to bear upon the inner face of
the well-casing and prevent lateral interference,
while permitting free vertical movement of the
outer casing relative to the inner tube.
The outer casing is slightly longer than the
inner tube and is finished at the top in a man
hole with inspection cover. Tt is also provided
with a screw-on cap which is removed to reach
the actual benchmark. The mark is a stainless
steel bolthead placed in the upper surface of a
screw cap closing the inner tube.
There remained three problems. First, the
steel tubing had to be protected from corrosion
for an indefinite period if the device was to
be really useful. Secondly, water had to be
kept out of the inner tube and the annulus sur
rounding it. Thirdly, whatever was done to secure
the first two, conditions must aid rather than

Tins article fist appeared in “Engineering”
on November lIt/i, 1960, and is reproduced
by kind permission of tile Editor. The text is
based on notes ti’ritten by R. P. Whiting at
f/ic instigation of Shell Publicity Department
and the illustration has been developed fi-om one
We are indebted to
of our own cira wings.
‘‘Engineering’’ •for the loan of i/ic block used in
printing i/ic illustration. The design of the
benchmark iias developed by G.M. J. Williams
and J. F. Lindsaj’ in 1957.
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is galvanised and the joints treated as they were
made on site so that protection against corro
sion is complete.
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chalk. A plain straight tube with an internal
diameter of 6 in. was embedded in concrete set
in the chalk. Surrounding this tube there are
three lengths of well-casing which overlap each
other like an extended telescope. The bottom
section has an 8 in. inside diameter which allows
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hinder the free relative movement of the outer
casing and the inner tube. These three have been
solved by filling the inner tube with Shell Tellus
Oil 21—an oil containing anti-oxidation and
anti-corrosion additives, and the annulus with
Shell Alvania Greasel—a lithium base grease
which contains an inhibitor of ferrous corrosion
by water. This grease is not particularly stiff but
the filling had to be done from the bottom
upwards to avoid trapping air and to ensure that
the space was, in fact, completely filled. As
already mentioned, the clearance in the bottom
in. and this extends for some
section is only
28 ft. The job was undertaken in November
1958 in extreme cold. Those two factors com
bined to present quite a problem to Becker
Equipment and Lifts Limited who undertook
the filling.
First, it was necessary to get a tube to the
bottom. The tube used was a composite affair
using Tecalemit high pressure grease hoses
in.
joined together for the upper sections and
outside diameter copper tube for the final 30 ft.
This final length has a bore about in. diameter
-

No.

I

CHRISTMAS

presenting considerable resistance to the passage
of grease over such a distance, even under ideal
conditions. The resistance was even greater
with the ambient temperature around freezing
point during the whole operation.
The pump used for the purpose was a Tecalemit
HPIO high pressure drum pump operated from
an airline unit on site delivering 200 lb. per sq. in.
air pressure. Due to the low temperature in
November it was necessary to work at a pressure
of 6,000 lb. per sq. in. to force the 3l- cwt. of
grease required through the small bore tubing.
Filling the inner tube meant merely pouring the
oil in—a pleasant change for the operators.

Westminster, The Morning After.

affect airport planning

Zero Temperature Correction
Now London has a new benchmark and, after
a series of measurements using the Maihak
vibrating wire thermometer, it has been estab
lished that it will not be seriously affected by
temperature changes. The effect of expansion
and contraction in the inner tube is extremely
small compared with the degree of accuracy
required and it will be ignored.

Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick & Partners held
their Seventh Annual Dinner/Dance since the
almagamation of the two firms, at the Trocadero
Restaurant on Monday, 5th December, 1960.
The result was a memorable success.
Such was the magnitude of the gathering, in
the region of 270, that the partition wall, which
had on previous occasions disappeared into the
ceiling about the time of one’s penultimate
cocktail (one more was always required to put
things back in perspective), remained immobile
and invisible throughout the evening and the
reception was held on the floor below so that
the whole of the ballroom could be devoted
to dining and dancing.
Due to the problems associated with the
installation of a baby-sitter your correspondent
is ashamed to admit that he was one of the

last to arrive at the reception. Progress along
the line of Partners and their wives was rather
like playing Oranges and Lemons in its later
stages when the chopper is about to descend.
But no heads rolled, and a sherry had been
grasped just as the voice of the major-domo
boomed out with the announcement that dinner
was served. The short time spent in the ante
room was, however, sufficient in which to see,
with surprise and pleasure, that Mr. 1-lenry
Grace was back in circulation although still
convalescent. This fact meant that all the
London Partners and Associates were present
and a count, in retrospect, revealed that only
two out of the top twenty had unfortunately
been unable to attend.
The company sat down at tables for eight
and then there was a curious buzzing noise
which was evidently the signal for the troop of
Continued on page 27.
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Will the advent of supersonic airliners

Party piece
From “Pontifact” Reporter.

1960

•0

longer is there discussion in high places
whether or no this country shall build
a supersonic airliner; by implication a positive
decision has been taken for now the debating
and arguing is centred around the sort of trans
port which the country should set about building.”
Thus wrote the Editor of “The Aeroplane”
recently, a month after the Minister of Aviation
announced the placing of four study contracts
for a supersonic airliner. As long ago as
November 1956 the Supersonic Transport Air
craft Committee was established and the results
of its earlier research pointed to cruising speeds
in the range Mach 1 2 to Mach 2* so that con
ventional construction materials might be used.
Latest conclusions, however, are that a speed
range of Mach 2 to Mach 3 would be more
economical although the upper half of this
range would necessarily mean the introduction
of steel structures. The argument about the
“sort of transport” to be built is essentially
a weighing up of factors for and against Mach 2
and Mach 3.
ln the United States investigation of a super
sonic civil aircraft seems little further advanced
than in Britain, although the Amer cans are at
a great advantage in that the U.S.A.F. has
been operating a supersonic bomber for some
time. It seems more and more probable that
the United States will shortly embark on a
supersonic airliner programme as a result of
political pressure and the growing fear of loss
of prestige to Russia in this field. To quote
a recent paper presented at the 2nd Supersonic
Transport Symposium in New York: “Unless
as a nation we want to risk lagging behind
the U.S.S.R. in the introduction of supersonic
Mach 1 = speed of sound = 750 mph. at sea
level. Thus Mach 1 2 = 900 m.p.h. and Mach 2
= 1500 m.p.h.
*

transport
we must start an aggressive
development programme without further delay.”
.

.

.

In the light of this activity on both sides of
the Atlantic it seems inevitable that airports
being built to-day to carry intercontinental
traffic will sooner or later be called upon to
accommodate supersonic airliners. The present
practice is to design an international airport
for 20 years service—but just how soon will
fare paying passengers be transported at
2,000 m.p.h.? The probable answer to this
question is 1970. A Vickers Armstrong spokes
man said recently “1971 or 1972”, whilst at the
other end of the scale the French plan to develop a
supersonic transport (Mach 2) which could begin
its flight trials in about four years’ time. The
most optimistic view yet expressed was that of
North American Aviation in January 1960. They
considered, at that date, that if they were given
immediate instructions to go ahead (and pre
sumably financial backing by the U.S. Govern
ment) they could have a prototype Mach 3
airliner flying in 1963, and that this aircraft
would be in scheduled airline service by 1965
The introduction of supersonic airliners will
have little effect on runway lengths, except for
the possibility that in the 1970’s vertical take-off
and landing will have superseded the conven
tional use of a runway. The only mention of
runway length at the 2nd Supersonic Transport
Symposium was in the following context:
“Because the power-to-weight ratio of a Mach 3
transport will be higher than for the sub-sonic
jets there will be no problem in operating from
existing 10,500-ft. runway lengths, and, because
-

This is an edited version of a memorandum
written in May, 1960 by Morris Hopkins.
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upwards to avoid trapping air and to ensure that
the space was, in fact, completely filled. As
already mentioned, the clearance in the bottom
in. and this extends for some
section is only
28 ft. The job was undertaken in November
1958 in extreme cold. Those two factors com
bined to present quite a problem to Becker
Equipment and Lifts Limited who undertook
the filling.
First, it was necessary to get a tube to the
bottom. The tube used was a composite affair
using Tecalemit high pressure grease hoses
in.
joined together for the upper sections and
outside diameter copper tube for the final 30 ft.
This final length has a bore about in. diameter
-

No.

I
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presenting considerable resistance to the passage
of grease over such a distance, even under ideal
conditions. The resistance was even greater
with the ambient temperature around freezing
point during the whole operation.
The pump used for the purpose was a Tecalemit
HPIO high pressure drum pump operated from
an airline unit on site delivering 200 lb. per sq. in.
air pressure. Due to the low temperature in
November it was necessary to work at a pressure
of 6,000 lb. per sq. in. to force the 3l- cwt. of
grease required through the small bore tubing.
Filling the inner tube meant merely pouring the
oil in—a pleasant change for the operators.

Westminster, The Morning After.

affect airport planning

Zero Temperature Correction
Now London has a new benchmark and, after
a series of measurements using the Maihak
vibrating wire thermometer, it has been estab
lished that it will not be seriously affected by
temperature changes. The effect of expansion
and contraction in the inner tube is extremely
small compared with the degree of accuracy
required and it will be ignored.

Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick & Partners held
their Seventh Annual Dinner/Dance since the
almagamation of the two firms, at the Trocadero
Restaurant on Monday, 5th December, 1960.
The result was a memorable success.
Such was the magnitude of the gathering, in
the region of 270, that the partition wall, which
had on previous occasions disappeared into the
ceiling about the time of one’s penultimate
cocktail (one more was always required to put
things back in perspective), remained immobile
and invisible throughout the evening and the
reception was held on the floor below so that
the whole of the ballroom could be devoted
to dining and dancing.
Due to the problems associated with the
installation of a baby-sitter your correspondent
is ashamed to admit that he was one of the

last to arrive at the reception. Progress along
the line of Partners and their wives was rather
like playing Oranges and Lemons in its later
stages when the chopper is about to descend.
But no heads rolled, and a sherry had been
grasped just as the voice of the major-domo
boomed out with the announcement that dinner
was served. The short time spent in the ante
room was, however, sufficient in which to see,
with surprise and pleasure, that Mr. 1-lenry
Grace was back in circulation although still
convalescent. This fact meant that all the
London Partners and Associates were present
and a count, in retrospect, revealed that only
two out of the top twenty had unfortunately
been unable to attend.
The company sat down at tables for eight
and then there was a curious buzzing noise
which was evidently the signal for the troop of
Continued on page 27.
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Will the advent of supersonic airliners

Party piece
From “Pontifact” Reporter.

1960
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longer is there discussion in high places
whether or no this country shall build
a supersonic airliner; by implication a positive
decision has been taken for now the debating
and arguing is centred around the sort of trans
port which the country should set about building.”
Thus wrote the Editor of “The Aeroplane”
recently, a month after the Minister of Aviation
announced the placing of four study contracts
for a supersonic airliner. As long ago as
November 1956 the Supersonic Transport Air
craft Committee was established and the results
of its earlier research pointed to cruising speeds
in the range Mach 1 2 to Mach 2* so that con
ventional construction materials might be used.
Latest conclusions, however, are that a speed
range of Mach 2 to Mach 3 would be more
economical although the upper half of this
range would necessarily mean the introduction
of steel structures. The argument about the
“sort of transport” to be built is essentially
a weighing up of factors for and against Mach 2
and Mach 3.
ln the United States investigation of a super
sonic civil aircraft seems little further advanced
than in Britain, although the Amer cans are at
a great advantage in that the U.S.A.F. has
been operating a supersonic bomber for some
time. It seems more and more probable that
the United States will shortly embark on a
supersonic airliner programme as a result of
political pressure and the growing fear of loss
of prestige to Russia in this field. To quote
a recent paper presented at the 2nd Supersonic
Transport Symposium in New York: “Unless
as a nation we want to risk lagging behind
the U.S.S.R. in the introduction of supersonic
Mach 1 = speed of sound = 750 mph. at sea
level. Thus Mach 1 2 = 900 m.p.h. and Mach 2
= 1500 m.p.h.
*

transport
we must start an aggressive
development programme without further delay.”
.

.

.

In the light of this activity on both sides of
the Atlantic it seems inevitable that airports
being built to-day to carry intercontinental
traffic will sooner or later be called upon to
accommodate supersonic airliners. The present
practice is to design an international airport
for 20 years service—but just how soon will
fare paying passengers be transported at
2,000 m.p.h.? The probable answer to this
question is 1970. A Vickers Armstrong spokes
man said recently “1971 or 1972”, whilst at the
other end of the scale the French plan to develop a
supersonic transport (Mach 2) which could begin
its flight trials in about four years’ time. The
most optimistic view yet expressed was that of
North American Aviation in January 1960. They
considered, at that date, that if they were given
immediate instructions to go ahead (and pre
sumably financial backing by the U.S. Govern
ment) they could have a prototype Mach 3
airliner flying in 1963, and that this aircraft
would be in scheduled airline service by 1965
The introduction of supersonic airliners will
have little effect on runway lengths, except for
the possibility that in the 1970’s vertical take-off
and landing will have superseded the conven
tional use of a runway. The only mention of
runway length at the 2nd Supersonic Transport
Symposium was in the following context:
“Because the power-to-weight ratio of a Mach 3
transport will be higher than for the sub-sonic
jets there will be no problem in operating from
existing 10,500-ft. runway lengths, and, because
-
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of low wing loadings at 40-45 lb/sq. ft., landing
distances will not be critical.”
A first glance at the results of “An Economic
Study of Supersonic Transports” by the U.S.
Planning Research Corporation might lead one
to believe that maximum take-off weights of
up to 700,000 lb. could be expected, in which
case runway pavements designed to carry the
D.C.8 (310,000 lb.), for instance, would not be
strong enough.
However, when the cost of transport per
passenger-mile is taken into account it is realised
that such large take-off weights are most un
economical. The lowest cost is achieved with
take-off weight in the range 175,000-300,000 lb.,
because when this is exceeded the great expend
iture of fuel for a comparatively small increase in
payload is prohibitive, as the following example
will show. At 300,000 lb., fuel accounts for half
the weight of a Mach 3 aircraft taking-off on a
3,500-mile stage length, but, if this take-off weight
is increased, a further 5 lb. of fuel is required for
each additional pound of payload, if performance
is to be maintained. Consequently the cost per
passenger mile would rise sharply if take off
weights greater than the present maximum were
employed. It therefore seems probable that
no strengthening of pavements will be required
with the advent of supersonic transport.
The Scientific Adviser to the Air Ministry
struck an optimistic note on the subject of noise
in a recent lecture to the Royal Aeronautical
Society. He considered that during take-off and
climb noise could be kept down to the same level
as that of present sub-sonic jets. A paper read
to the Royal Aeronautical Society on 24th March,
1960 (one week later than the above) raised the
question of altitude at which the aircraft goes
through the sound barrier. From an economic
standpoint transonic acceleration below 36,000 ft.
was desirable as this meant that a greater payload
could be carried. Consideration of the comfort
of those living in the vicinity of the airport
leads one to a contrary conclusion.
The 2nd Supersonic Transport Symposium in
New York paid great attention to noise con
siderations. A paper dealing with operational
factors expected the noise problem to be reduced
“because of the much steeper climb out angle
made possible by the high-thrust engines necessary
for supersonic flight,” with the result that the
maximum tolerable noise level by American
standards would not be exceeded outside the
airport boundaries.

PONTIFACT
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It seems reasonable therefore to anticipate
that the effect of the introduction of supersonic
airliners sometime during the next ten years
is going to bring no drastic revisions to the
present basic concepts on which airports are
planned and designed. Moreover, there is no
fear that airports of 1960 will be obsolete before
1980 as a result of this dramatic progress in
aeronautics. The problem in supersonic trans
port which is receiving greatest attention from
Governments, airlines, and industry alike,
namely, that of the optimum cruising speed,
is the one which is of least concern to the airport
planners. We are assured that the first American
Supersonic transport will be designed with a
cruising speed of Mach 3, the statisticians
prove conclusively that Mach 25 is the most
economical speed, and the conservative British,
being loathe to run before they can walk, favour
Mach 2. To quote Sir George Edwards
you might find it faster to get there in a Mach 22
aeroplane that somebody knew how to design
than in a Mach 3 one that somebody didn’t.”
Whatever the choice of speed may be, runways,
taxiways, aprons and the location of an airport
will in all probability remain the same as to-day.
“.
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Gardening notes
For beginners (willing and unwilling) of all ages
by F. IvI.Boweu mid T’V. E. Grainer
I

Jest the very mention of gardening at this
period of the year should make you
shiver, we wish to point out that these notes are
confined mainly to activities which can be pursued
in comfort indoors. Anybody who wishes actually
to work in the garden, e.g., (a) because he cannot
stand the racket in the house, or (b) to keep his
or her weight down, should read one of the
usual newspaper features “What to do this
week”, in each of which will be found sufficient
items to keep the whole family fully occupied
for about two years.
Ordering and storing gladioli and dahlias

Prize for motorway
on “stilts” design
After a suggestion by Mr. Harold Watkinson,
then Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation,
the Prestressed Concrete Development Group
organised a national competition for a motorway
on “stilts” design.
in the “Daily Telegraph”, dated December 4th,
1959, the results were announced.
The second prize of £200 went to the design
submitted by Mr. E. 0. Measor and Mr. A.
Bailey, of Anseil & Bailey, which was described
by the judges as offering the best traffic solution.
The Editors congratulate Mr. E. 0. Measor
and D. E. Thorp, W. J. Wallace, D. Goodger
and others concerned, whose creative ability
enabled them to take second prize from among
twenty-five entries, including several from eminent
Continental Engineers.

If you wish to grow some gladioli or dhalias
next year, now is the time—believe it or not
—to order them. We strongly advise that you
do so from a specialist firm of good repute,
because you will then get best value for money
and expert service at no extra cost than a shilling
or two for postage. In our experience, the
firms named below will accept and give full
attention to any order, however small.
Careful choice of varieties is well worth while.
The most expensive are not necessarily the best
and some are much better than others in the
same price range. Those we recommend are
all first class but nevertheless are amongst the
cheapest of their types, except only when noted.
*

The primulinus differ from the others in

having more slender and graceful stems and
the top petal of all the florets forms a little
hood. They are very pretty. Like the smallflowered they do not need staking for support
in the open garden, and many can be grown
in a small space.
Large-flowered should be planted not less than
7 in. to 8 in. apart, “butterflies” 6 in., but for
small-flowered and prims 4 in. to 5 in. will be
adequate. We suggest you try six of a particular
variety at first, except perhaps the more expensive
ones which are priced individually.
(a) Large-flowered (approximate prices in brackets
are per dozen top size corms).
White
Cream
Yellow
OrangeRed

*

Pink
GLADIOLI

There are four common kinds of gladioli
(a) large-flowered, (b) “butterflies”, (c) smallflowered which include “miniatures”, and
(d) primulinus. The “butterflies” have slightly
smaller florets than the large-flowered but the
spikes are usually almost as tall; most have
blotches of bright contrasting colours on the
petals. Try a few—they are well worth growing
and very good for house decoration.

Alfred Nobel (5/-) (salmon-red).

Salmon
Scarlet

Maria Gonetti (5/-).
Antarctic (1/- to 2/- each).
Lief Ericsson (6/- to 7/-).
Polygoon (6/-) (soft yellow with
red blotch).
Salome (7/-) (a real beauty !).

Kosmos (7/-) (salmon-orange).
Firebrand (6/- to 7/-) (the best of
all reds).
Dr. Fleming (5/- to 6/-) (deep pink,
white throat).
Ethereal (pale peach-pink, rather
more expensive but a superb
variety).
or Washington (6/-) (pale pink, not
quite so fine as Ethereal, but
good).

Dark Red

Mansoer (5/-).

Red Charm (I!- each, but well
worth the extra).
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of low wing loadings at 40-45 lb/sq. ft., landing
distances will not be critical.”
A first glance at the results of “An Economic
Study of Supersonic Transports” by the U.S.
Planning Research Corporation might lead one
to believe that maximum take-off weights of
up to 700,000 lb. could be expected, in which
case runway pavements designed to carry the
D.C.8 (310,000 lb.), for instance, would not be
strong enough.
However, when the cost of transport per
passenger-mile is taken into account it is realised
that such large take-off weights are most un
economical. The lowest cost is achieved with
take-off weight in the range 175,000-300,000 lb.,
because when this is exceeded the great expend
iture of fuel for a comparatively small increase in
payload is prohibitive, as the following example
will show. At 300,000 lb., fuel accounts for half
the weight of a Mach 3 aircraft taking-off on a
3,500-mile stage length, but, if this take-off weight
is increased, a further 5 lb. of fuel is required for
each additional pound of payload, if performance
is to be maintained. Consequently the cost per
passenger mile would rise sharply if take off
weights greater than the present maximum were
employed. It therefore seems probable that
no strengthening of pavements will be required
with the advent of supersonic transport.
The Scientific Adviser to the Air Ministry
struck an optimistic note on the subject of noise
in a recent lecture to the Royal Aeronautical
Society. He considered that during take-off and
climb noise could be kept down to the same level
as that of present sub-sonic jets. A paper read
to the Royal Aeronautical Society on 24th March,
1960 (one week later than the above) raised the
question of altitude at which the aircraft goes
through the sound barrier. From an economic
standpoint transonic acceleration below 36,000 ft.
was desirable as this meant that a greater payload
could be carried. Consideration of the comfort
of those living in the vicinity of the airport
leads one to a contrary conclusion.
The 2nd Supersonic Transport Symposium in
New York paid great attention to noise con
siderations. A paper dealing with operational
factors expected the noise problem to be reduced
“because of the much steeper climb out angle
made possible by the high-thrust engines necessary
for supersonic flight,” with the result that the
maximum tolerable noise level by American
standards would not be exceeded outside the
airport boundaries.
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It seems reasonable therefore to anticipate
that the effect of the introduction of supersonic
airliners sometime during the next ten years
is going to bring no drastic revisions to the
present basic concepts on which airports are
planned and designed. Moreover, there is no
fear that airports of 1960 will be obsolete before
1980 as a result of this dramatic progress in
aeronautics. The problem in supersonic trans
port which is receiving greatest attention from
Governments, airlines, and industry alike,
namely, that of the optimum cruising speed,
is the one which is of least concern to the airport
planners. We are assured that the first American
Supersonic transport will be designed with a
cruising speed of Mach 3, the statisticians
prove conclusively that Mach 25 is the most
economical speed, and the conservative British,
being loathe to run before they can walk, favour
Mach 2. To quote Sir George Edwards
you might find it faster to get there in a Mach 22
aeroplane that somebody knew how to design
than in a Mach 3 one that somebody didn’t.”
Whatever the choice of speed may be, runways,
taxiways, aprons and the location of an airport
will in all probability remain the same as to-day.
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period of the year should make you
shiver, we wish to point out that these notes are
confined mainly to activities which can be pursued
in comfort indoors. Anybody who wishes actually
to work in the garden, e.g., (a) because he cannot
stand the racket in the house, or (b) to keep his
or her weight down, should read one of the
usual newspaper features “What to do this
week”, in each of which will be found sufficient
items to keep the whole family fully occupied
for about two years.
Ordering and storing gladioli and dahlias

Prize for motorway
on “stilts” design
After a suggestion by Mr. Harold Watkinson,
then Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation,
the Prestressed Concrete Development Group
organised a national competition for a motorway
on “stilts” design.
in the “Daily Telegraph”, dated December 4th,
1959, the results were announced.
The second prize of £200 went to the design
submitted by Mr. E. 0. Measor and Mr. A.
Bailey, of Anseil & Bailey, which was described
by the judges as offering the best traffic solution.
The Editors congratulate Mr. E. 0. Measor
and D. E. Thorp, W. J. Wallace, D. Goodger
and others concerned, whose creative ability
enabled them to take second prize from among
twenty-five entries, including several from eminent
Continental Engineers.

If you wish to grow some gladioli or dhalias
next year, now is the time—believe it or not
—to order them. We strongly advise that you
do so from a specialist firm of good repute,
because you will then get best value for money
and expert service at no extra cost than a shilling
or two for postage. In our experience, the
firms named below will accept and give full
attention to any order, however small.
Careful choice of varieties is well worth while.
The most expensive are not necessarily the best
and some are much better than others in the
same price range. Those we recommend are
all first class but nevertheless are amongst the
cheapest of their types, except only when noted.
*

The primulinus differ from the others in

having more slender and graceful stems and
the top petal of all the florets forms a little
hood. They are very pretty. Like the smallflowered they do not need staking for support
in the open garden, and many can be grown
in a small space.
Large-flowered should be planted not less than
7 in. to 8 in. apart, “butterflies” 6 in., but for
small-flowered and prims 4 in. to 5 in. will be
adequate. We suggest you try six of a particular
variety at first, except perhaps the more expensive
ones which are priced individually.
(a) Large-flowered (approximate prices in brackets
are per dozen top size corms).
White
Cream
Yellow
OrangeRed

*

Pink
GLADIOLI

There are four common kinds of gladioli
(a) large-flowered, (b) “butterflies”, (c) smallflowered which include “miniatures”, and
(d) primulinus. The “butterflies” have slightly
smaller florets than the large-flowered but the
spikes are usually almost as tall; most have
blotches of bright contrasting colours on the
petals. Try a few—they are well worth growing
and very good for house decoration.

Alfred Nobel (5/-) (salmon-red).

Salmon
Scarlet

Maria Gonetti (5/-).
Antarctic (1/- to 2/- each).
Lief Ericsson (6/- to 7/-).
Polygoon (6/-) (soft yellow with
red blotch).
Salome (7/-) (a real beauty !).

Kosmos (7/-) (salmon-orange).
Firebrand (6/- to 7/-) (the best of
all reds).
Dr. Fleming (5/- to 6/-) (deep pink,
white throat).
Ethereal (pale peach-pink, rather
more expensive but a superb
variety).
or Washington (6/-) (pale pink, not
quite so fine as Ethereal, but
good).

Dark Red

Mansoer (5/-).

Red Charm (I!- each, but well
worth the extra).
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LavenderRose
Purple
Blue and
Violet

Keukenhof (8/-).
Mabel Violet (6/-).
Gratia (7/-) (most reliable near
blue).
Ravel (7/-) (violet, blue-red blotch).
Violet Charm (1/- each) (pale
lavender, cream throat and
violet darts—one of the finest
large-flowered yet produced).

(b) “Butterflies”
Ares (7/-).
Green Woodpecker (11/6) (some
large
under
listed
times
flowered).
Attica (9/-).
Bibi (9/-).
Dolls Minuet (9/-).
Femina (9/-).
Gypsy Love (9/-).
Summer Fairy (9/-) (outstandingly
lovely).
Walt Disney (10/-) (outstandingly
lovely).
Little Diamond (10/-) (smaller
than the others, but the variety
for exhibition).
-

(c) Small-flowered
Bo-Peep (6/-) (light salmon-pink).
Corvette (1/6 each) (new, tiny
scarlet and quite the best minia
ture we have yet seen).
Statuette (10/-) (pale yellow with
rose marking reminiscent of an
orchid).
Candy (6/-) (apricot, red markings
—reliable).
Fifth Avenue (9/-) (deep red—very
good indeed with us this year).
(d) Primulinus
Apex (8/-) (red, with thin white
edge to petals).
Columbine (8/-) (pink and white).
Lavender and Gold (9/-).
Pegasus (9/-) (cream, with scarlet
throat, lines and shadings, quite
outstanding).
Pittoresque (8/-) (white, red throat).
Schaffhausen (8/-) (deep cerise,
white blotches, tall, but graceful).

No.

Troef (7/-) (apricot-orange, yellow
marking).
Uranus (9/-) (smoky deep chest
nut-crimson).
White Lady (7/-) (pure white,
particularly dainty and graceful).
Yellow Special (6/-) (large, pure
yellow).
Some people including P.T. of B.B.C. tele
vision fame (who ought to know better !) still
advocate out-moded and cumbersome methods
of lifting and storing gladioli corms so, in case
some of you have got some that you wish to
keep for planting in 1961, we will reveal, without
extra charge, our tried and proved procedure.
This information is given for guidance only,
and no responsibility can be accepted for the
wife’s reactions if you leave the kitchen and
airing cupboard in a mess. Immediately after
lifting the corms, cut off the leaves and stem
completely about /- in. above the corms; then
collect the latter in an open box and put them
in a warm dry place to dry off thoroughly. The
airing cupboard is excellent for this, so long as
it is not too hot—about 70°F. is ideal. The
corms are dry when the old portion will split
cleanly off the base of the new corm; this will
be after about 7 to 9 days in the cupboard.
Split off the old corms, strip all the husk off
the new corms and dip them into a mixture of
D.D.T. and green sulphur powder (D.D.T. alone
will do if necessary, but the mixture is better).
Put the corms in perforated paper or linen bags
and store them, with the tops of the bags left
open, in a cool, dry, frost-proof but airy place.
(We hesitate to mention it, but under the bed
is a good spot.) Never keep any corms which
show signs of any disease. Follow this method
and all the sound corms should be perfect at
planting time next spring.
The suppliers we can recommend are:
D. & W. Pigott,
Furzehill Nursery,
Wimborne, Dorset.
(Have the best all-round selection, especially
of small-flowered and primulinus).
Waltons, Bellgarth, Ltd.,
Belgarth Nurseries,
Newtown, Carlisle.
(Good selection of Dutch large-flowered
and butterflies at very reasonable prices).
W. & J. Unwin, Ltd.,
Histon, Cambs.

DAHLIAS
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Dahlias demand due reverence; our recommendations, therefore, will be found in the
following extract from our standard specification.*

SPECIFICATION FOR STORAGE OF DAHLIA TUBERS
AND PURCHASE OF NEW STOCK
DRYING.

1.

1 00

After lifting, the gardener shall remove all tubers to a
frost-proof place for drying and storage.

I 01

In order to drain the hollow stem, the gardener shall
invert, and keep inverted for a period not less than 48
hours, all tubers. The penalty for failing to comply with
this clause will undoubtedly be loss of tubers by rotting.

I 02

After 48 hours, the tubers will be turned upright and
allowed to dry thoroughly. The gardener may expedite
the work by means of a heated greenhouse or kitchen.
If a kitchen is to be used, detailed information regarding
the area to be occupied, means of temporary access and
estimated period of occupation must be submitted for
approval to the gardener’s Permanent Resident Overseer.
Submission must be made well in advance of the said
period and accompanied by the usual bribes and
promises.

FROST-PROOF
PLACE

DRYiNG

STORAGE.

2.

I
3.

200

Storage shall be in a cool but frost-proof place free from
mice, children or other depredators.

COOL STORAGE

201

Storage shall be made in cardboard boxes, the interstices
between the tubers being completely filled with dry peat,
sand or sifted earth. No voids shall be permitted in
which moulds can grow. The desiderum being a clean,
plump, healthy tuber at planting time.

APPROVED
METHOD OF
STORAGE

202

As an alternative, tubers may, at the gardeners own risk,
be stored loose in cardboard boxes or sacks. It must be
clearly understood, however, that the gardener may
sustain losses due to shrinkage of the tubers, which may
be alleviated by means of soaking the tubers in luke warm
water for 12 hours at planting time.

ALTERNATIVE
METHOD AT
GARDENER’S
RISK

PURCHASE OF NEW STOCK.
300

Where new stock is required, it will be necessary for the
gardener to place his order with a specialist firm before
the New Year. (The gardener’s attention is drawn to
Clause 3 04 hereinafter in which the names of approved
specialist firms is listed.)

NEW STOCK

3 Ol

Plants will usually be rooted cuttings taken from the
tubers by the specialist. “Pot” or small tubers may also
be obtained and these are normally earlier flowering than
cuttings.

CUTTINGS

Copywrite by you know whom.

PONTIFACT
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-
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Troef (7/-) (apricot-orange, yellow
marking).
Uranus (9/-) (smoky deep chest
nut-crimson).
White Lady (7/-) (pure white,
particularly dainty and graceful).
Yellow Special (6/-) (large, pure
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DAHLIAS
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CHRISTMAS

I

Dahlias demand due reverence; our recommendations, therefore, will be found in the
following extract from our standard specification.*

SPECIFICATION FOR STORAGE OF DAHLIA TUBERS
AND PURCHASE OF NEW STOCK
DRYING.

1.

1 00

After lifting, the gardener shall remove all tubers to a
frost-proof place for drying and storage.

I 01

In order to drain the hollow stem, the gardener shall
invert, and keep inverted for a period not less than 48
hours, all tubers. The penalty for failing to comply with
this clause will undoubtedly be loss of tubers by rotting.

I 02

After 48 hours, the tubers will be turned upright and
allowed to dry thoroughly. The gardener may expedite
the work by means of a heated greenhouse or kitchen.
If a kitchen is to be used, detailed information regarding
the area to be occupied, means of temporary access and
estimated period of occupation must be submitted for
approval to the gardener’s Permanent Resident Overseer.
Submission must be made well in advance of the said
period and accompanied by the usual bribes and
promises.

FROST-PROOF
PLACE

DRYiNG

STORAGE.

2.

I
3.

200

Storage shall be in a cool but frost-proof place free from
mice, children or other depredators.

COOL STORAGE

201

Storage shall be made in cardboard boxes, the interstices
between the tubers being completely filled with dry peat,
sand or sifted earth. No voids shall be permitted in
which moulds can grow. The desiderum being a clean,
plump, healthy tuber at planting time.

APPROVED
METHOD OF
STORAGE

202

As an alternative, tubers may, at the gardeners own risk,
be stored loose in cardboard boxes or sacks. It must be
clearly understood, however, that the gardener may
sustain losses due to shrinkage of the tubers, which may
be alleviated by means of soaking the tubers in luke warm
water for 12 hours at planting time.

ALTERNATIVE
METHOD AT
GARDENER’S
RISK

PURCHASE OF NEW STOCK.
300

Where new stock is required, it will be necessary for the
gardener to place his order with a specialist firm before
the New Year. (The gardener’s attention is drawn to
Clause 3 04 hereinafter in which the names of approved
specialist firms is listed.)

NEW STOCK

3 Ol

Plants will usually be rooted cuttings taken from the
tubers by the specialist. “Pot” or small tubers may also
be obtained and these are normally earlier flowering than
cuttings.

CUTTINGS

Copywrite by you know whom.
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No.

I

302

Free flowering plants with fine blooms held upright by
strong stems are required and it is therefore essential that
Modern Named Varieties shall be selected by the gardener.

MODERN NAMED
VARIETIES

303

It may be assumed by the gardener that the blooms will
be mainly required for garden and house decoration and
the following varieties and prices are listed for his guid
ance, as being likely to be approved by the Permanent
Resident Overseer:

APPROVED LIST OF
VARIETIES

YELLOW

Hoek’s Yellow
Klanstadt Kerkrade
Glory Van Hemsteed

-

-

-

CHRISTMAS

Staff news
Congratulations to Michael Heddon and
Pamela Willcox (née Welling) who were
both married in August, 1960, and likewise Bob
Wynne in September.

2/—
2/6
2/—

*

WHITE

PINK

ORANGE

RED

3 04

305

Helly Boudwyn
Jean Lister
Bob Finch
Tinker’s White

-

-

-

-

Gerrie Hoek
Chorus Girl
Baby Fonteneau
Mary Richards
Reedley
Dr. John Grainger
Andries Orange
Doris Day
Cheerio

PURPLE
& WHITE

Edinburgh

BUFF

Newby

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

2/6
2/—
2/—
2/6

*

*

We also understand that K. F. Bird, who
recently joined the Glasgow Office, is engaged
to be married.
*

*

*

prior to the Professional Interview. The first
three moved to the steel works at Llanwern
at mid-summer and the last named to Dungeness
Power Station in September.
*

We offer congratulations to the following on
the birth of children:
On 4th March, 1960, to Mr. and Mrs. B. H.
Cooke, a daughter, Laura Denise.
On 21st April to Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Hopkins,
a son, William David Morris.
On 8th May to Mr. and Mrs. McLoughlin,
a son, Donal.
On 13th May to Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Heath,
a son, Piers.
On 14th May to Mr. and Mrs. N. L. Beaton,
a daughter, and to
Mr. and Mrs. Ho Chung, a son, in August.

2/—
2/—
2/6
2/6
2/—
2/—

*

*

Congratulations to F. S. Matthews, D. E. Thorp
and Miss G. M. J. Collinson who completed ten
years’ service during 1960.

2/6

The following specialist suppliers are likely to be accepted
by the Permanent Resident Overseer:
(a) Parkers Nurseries, Manor Road South, l-linchley
Wood, Esher.
(b) Wood End Nurseries, 70 Hanover Circle, Hayes End,
Middlesex.
(c) Stephen Treseder & Son, Ely Nurseries, Cardiff.

APPROVED
SUPPLIERS

Notwithstanding anything he may believe to the contrary
the gardener will inevitably be held responsible and taken
to task sooner or later by the Permanent Resident
Overseer.

THE GARDENER
HELD
RESPONSIBLE

*

*

*

We offer best wishes to the following on their
appointments to overseas offices:
D. W. Lamb and K. J. Prangnell to Hong
Kong in February 1960 followed by A. J.
Stammers in April.
G. P. W. Forrest to Lagos, on a temporary
appointment last May, but permanently from
December after a short home visit.
A. B. Finigan to Blantyre in October.
*

*

*

J. A. Melling, J. A. Sims, D. C. Brown and
R. B. Colman have been seconded to Sir Robert
McAlpine & Sons for the Site experience required

*

*

In August 1960, E. J. Simpson was appointed
as Resident Engineer at British Nylon Spinners,
Gloucester, and A. Rennie as Clerk of Works
at Kano Power Station.
*

2/—
2/—
2/6
2/—

*

-
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1960

*

*

Roy Hodgen, who completed a post-graduate
course in Traffic Engineering at Yale, followed
by a spell in New York with our friends Tippetts
Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton, is now in charge of
our recently opened Glasgow office.
*

*

*

We congratulate Mr. E. 0. Measor who was
a joint-author of the paper “The Planning and
Design of Maintenance Bases for Civil Aircraft”,
presented at the Institution of Civil Engineers
on 26th January, 1960. Also Mr. Henry Grace
and F. S. Matthews on “Malakal Aerodrome—
pavement design on black cotton soil foundation’
and F. J. Parker on “Asphalt work for the new
Hong Kong Airport”, both of which papers
were presented on 16th June at the Technical
Session on Airfields during the 1960 Conference
on Civil Engineering Problems Overseas.
*

*

*

In October, 1960, B. R. McKenna and J. G.
Measor started post-graduate courses at Illinois
University, whilst L. B. Yates and M. Watson
took up residence in Birmingham to begin the
University course in traffic and highway engin
eering. Ho Chung has started a full-time
course in Soil Mechanics at Imperial College.
*

*

*

C. M. Johnston, V. H. Tolner, P. G. Clark
and J. J. Gandy will be home on leave from
Africa for Christmas.
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*

*
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PONTIFACT

The President of the Sports Club has been
pleased to appoint the following secretaries for
1960/61:
Squash Rackets
Cricket
Lawn Tennis
Sailing
*

N. L.
N. A.
B. H.
Mary
*

Beaton.
Wilson.
Cooke.
Willett.

*

The following returned to London office in
1960:
From full-time technical courses—
In June, J. Holland to E. T. Fuller’s Section.
In July, K, A. Phillips to Laboratory.
In July, K. W. Innes to G. M. J. Williams.
From National Service—
in March, G. W. Walker to A. S.
McDermotts.
From site appointments—
In April, from Shell, P. A. Rutter to B. E.
S. Ranger’s.
In June, from B.E.A., London Airport, K.
D. Sutton-Mattocks to P. B. Edwards’.
In July, from Prestatyn, D. J. Verran to
W. F. Grainger’s.
In September, from B. N. S. Gloucester,
B. Rekelj to W. E. Grainger’s.
In September, from Shell, A. L. Hider to
D. E. Thorp’s.
*

*

*

The following joined the staff in 1960:
J. G. Berry appointed to R. P. Whiting’s
Section.
R. Urquidi (Bolivian student) to Laboratory.
Miss V. de Bell as General Office Supervisor.
J. H. Cross to P. B. Edwards’.
A. T. Pollock to P. B. Edwards’.
D. F. Lyon to Sandbach.
Miss F. Oxberry to Kendal as a Shorthandtypist.
B. J. Le Fevre to Kendal.
A. M. Munro to Glasgow.
E. L. Hue to Laboratory.
R. Mattingley to E. T. Fuller’s.
D. F. Boon to Kendal.
A. H. Sutherland to Kendal.
T. E. Jones to Kendal.
R. J. Osborn to A. S. McDermotfs.
B. G. Simmonds to E. T. Fuller’s.
J. D. P. Hall to B. A. Walker’s.
P. Bruce to R. P. Whiting’s.

No.

D. Maitby to E. T. Fuller’s.
A. H. Dixon to Kendal.
Mrs. M. Pettit as Assistant Telephonist.
J. M. Cullen to Glasgow.
T. Baxter to Laboratory.
Miss H. Alderson as Shorthand-typist in the
General Office.
K. F. Bird to Glasgow.
Miss J. E. Ellis to Kendal as Shorthand-typist.
A. B. Ismaila (Nigerian student) to A. S.
McDermott’s.
Mrs. E. McLoughlin as Shorthand-typist in
the General Office.
*

CHRISTMAS

1

*

We appreciate that the foregoing “staff news”
is bound to be incomplete, particularly as we
have tried to cover a whole year. We hope
that anyone who has become a proud parent,
or passed the Professional Interview, or delivered
a paper to the Royal Sanitary Institute, but
who has not been mentioned, will forgive us
for this sin of omission when they realise the
difficulties encountered in compiling such a
bulletin for the very first time.
We should like to think that in future numbers
this task will be very much easier because of
the redLiced span of time, and that after the
example of this first issue our colleagues will
be less hesitant in revealing their personal
achievements.
We are deeply indebted to the Secretary’s
Department in London for collating and checking
our information, but even they are only too
willing to admit that their staff records are far
from complete, at least in that field which
Pontifact wishes to explore. In the Secretary’s
own words, some of the staff are “backward in
coming forward” ! He also remarked that
personal records are often deficient in up-to-date
details of professional qualifications—a failing
which might be to the disadvantage of the
individuals.
The Editors hope to approach each section
in the New Year about a correspondent who
will be able to collect “off the record” news
for publication in these columns. We shall
then hear exactly how Jack Frost broke both
legs when ski-ing at St. Moritz last February,
and why the Battersea Ladies Folk Dance
Society, of which Miss Morris is a member,
was televised on Poppy Day’.

21

1960

I

London notes
The library
It may not be entirely news that the formation
of a Library at 47, Victoria Street for the use
of members of the staff is at present being
organised.
The Library will contain numerous text books
and handbooks on civil and structural engineering
subjects, the Proceedings of various Institutions,
Journals and Catalogues issued by outside
concerns, and many other items of printed
matter useful for reference purposes.
In addition, there will be available, for the
use of those members of the staff who may be
interested, a selection of historical publications
on past important engineering projects which
the firm has been fortunate in obtaining from
collections made by the late Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick
and the late Dr. Guthlac Wilson.
A reference catalogue of all matter held in the
Library is at present being compiled and copies
should be available for general distribution at
R.F.M.
an early date.
*

*

*

the gap temporarily by using a small exchange,
formerly Lised by Power Gas, Ltd., whose old
offices we have acquired, but this is very in
convenient for all concerned. The provision
of a second 50-extension board is the next
step on the G.P.O. ladder but an extra one
cannot be installed alongside the present board
for technical reasons. Two new ones must,
therefore, be installed together with new cabling
and thus have to be sited elsewhere.
The Partners have decided to take this oppor
tunity of opening up the present reception area
to provide a more suitable locale for the arrival
and departure of our visitors, thus “killing two
birds with one stone”.
Murray Ward and Partners are helping us
with the architectural treatment and we hope
that early in the New Year the transformation
will be complete. A carpeted waiting area,
decorative anti-draught screens, a proper counter
unit and a false ceiling are to be incorporated.
By the time this publication is in the hands of
the readers work should be well under way but
we thought some information about the back
R.M.
ground would be of interest.

The reception area
Those members of the staff whose duties
have made it necessary to visit the Partners’
corridor beyond the present telephone exchange,
may have been intrigued by the presence there
of two large brown paper parcels. The shape
of these might lead one to expect that the
Partners had decided to instal a pair of small
cinema organs but we are able to assure our
readers that this is not so. Neither do they
contain one-armed bandits or fish fryers.
The simple explanation is that they contain
two new G.P.O. telephone exchange switchboards
and it is appropriate to explain how they fit
into the scheme of things and the implications.
The recent additions to our accommodation
have added to the number of telephone extensions
so that the present 50-extension exchange cannot
cope any longer. We have been able to bridge

Pastures new
Kendal and Glasgoii’
Our branch office at Sandbach in Cheshire
has now been in existence for over three years,
but, although the soils laboratory there is still
in full swing, the design office is a shadow of its
former strength. This is due to the fact that
the first stage of our râle in connection with
the Birmingham-Preston motorway is virtually
complete. Construction starts, we hope, in the
early spring.
Meanwhile our second-born offspring at
Kendal is now a lusty infant staffed mainly from
Continued on page 28.
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so that the present 50-extension exchange cannot
cope any longer. We have been able to bridge

Pastures new
Kendal and Glasgoii’
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Continued on page 28.
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most within the very shadow of
Albany Buildings lies a Watney house
established as long ago as 1848. Grafton’s at
the top end of Strutton Ground lies behind an
unpretentious, almost drab, facade, but in the
various bars leading off a single passage running
the length of the building are to be found
reminders of Victorian London in a setting
which could have been for Dickens a source of
refreshment and perhaps even inspiration. A
fine set of old prints on the vall illustrate the
sacred and profane moments in the life of the
“Industrious ‘Prentice” and a series of spirit
casks connected to a system of highly polished
pipes bear the labels Brandy 3/2 pint, Whiskey
21/6 gallon, and so on.
Charlie, the longest-standing member of the
present staff, might have stepped straight out
of the Pickwick Papers, with the festoons of
watch chain across his black waistcoat and the
carpet slippers which can be seen if one stands
up to the counter.
He is slow to accept any
change in his surroundings and when asked
the name of the new Manager, who had been in
charge for three or four months, said, “Well
it sounds like Foster—but it isn’t” (The previous
Manager, Mr. Carol, wrote television scripts
in his spare time but has now taken the licence
of a pub at Shepherd’s Bush, nearer to the
hub of the TV world). Charlie is reputed to
have been a jockey once upon a time which is
compatible with his stature. He is certainly
knowledgeable about the turf and popular with
Graftons racing clientele. One imagines that
life will become less exciting for him next year
when the betting shops are opened, because, at
present, sums of money are occasionally seen to

i

Victorian Tavern

cross the bar which are far in excess of the price
of the best lunch on the menu.
Grafton’s employ a first-class cook and the
quality of the food which descends in a lift from
the kitchen above is excellent. It is traditional
English fare and good value for money. In
the Private Bar one writes a chit, collects one’s
plate from the counter a couples of minutes
later and then sits on a high stool to eat. Accom
modation is rather limited here but on most days
a seat becomes available by the time the food
arrives. The cost: most main courses are about
2/4 to which can be added two vegetables and
a sweet afterwards for a further 2/-. En the
Saloon you pay an extra sixpence or so for the
privilege of being waited on by Kitty whose
service is speedy and efficient. Moreover you
are not delayed by that tiresome waiting for a
bill after you have finished your meal. You
simply walk up to the counter and pay.
If you are averse to being surrounded by
chromium plate, formica and plastic table cloths,
if you prefer steak and kidney pie or liver and
bacon to spaghetti or sandwiches, if you like
to treat yourself occasionally to a glass of bitter
guaranteed to have been kept in excellent
condition, and if you are prepared to add a
couple of shillings to your Luncheon Voucher,
then Grafton’s is a most convenient place at
which to eat.

We all like to find somewhere net’ for Lunch
occasional!,’. This is the first of a series of
articles suggesting where to eat in Westminster.

CHRISTMAS
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1960

Hong Kong newsletter
only be described as a year of
/960 can
There seem
comings and goings.
to have been few days when at least one or two
members of the firm were not at the airport
to greet new arrivals or wave goodbye to depart
ing friends, either from our own firm, ALF
(as our Associated London Firm is irreverently
but affectionately known here), Binnie, Deacon
& Gourley, Freeman, Fox & Partners or the
Road Research Laboratory. On at least one
occasion it was necessary for the farewell com
mittee to sprint smartly from the Departures
to the Arrivals Concourse, changing en route
into a reception committee.
During the year we were delighted to welcome,
on their first tour to Hong Kong, Paddy and
Judy Stammers, Bill and Mary Lamb and Ken
and Lynn Prangnell with their families (Bill
had previously spent some time in the Colony
during his period of National Service). We
are also very pleased to have back with us again
John and Marion Holt after their year in the
U.S.A. where John had been on a post-graduate
course at the University of Illinois. On his
way here John spent a month in Singapore
and Malacca supervising site investigations on
ALF’s behalf.
Tn August we said goodbye to Reg and Marjorie
Millburn and John and Betty Measor. Both
Reg and John headed for post-graduate courses
in the States, Reg at Northwestern University
and John at Illinois, leaving their wives and
families to endure, in Surrey and Carmarthenshire
respectively, the hardships of separation.
Brian McKenna spent the first seven months
of the year with us before he, too, left for the
University of Illinois. (We feel there must
be some hidden attraction in Chicago and its
surroundings !) Brian had the difficult task
of moving our soils laboratory to new quarters
and re-organising and expanding it to cope
with a vastly increased programme of testing.
In spite of this he managed to devote some
spare time to taking up sailing seriously and
did very well in coming second in the Royal

Hong Kong \acht Club’s Dinghy Champion
ship. Another visitor during the year was
Geoffrey Williams who spent about a month with
us in the Spring.
Our liaisons (sometimes described as bigamous)
with Binnie, Deacon & Gourley in connection
with the Plover Cove and Hebe Haven Water
Scheme and with Freeman, Fox & Partners for
the Harbour Crossing Investigation have brought
us into close contact with engineers from these
firms who have spent some, or all, of this year
in Hong Kong—Stanley Ford (and his family),
Michael La Touche, Russel Southgate and
John Newery (all of Binnie, Deacon & Gourley),
David Culverwell of Freeman, Fox & Partners
and Jim Tresidder and Ted Dalby of the Road
Research Laboratory, who organised, for the
Harbour Crossing Investigation, probably the
largest and most comprehensive Traffic Survey
ever carried out in the Commonwealth. This
survey put a heavy strain on the resources of
the office, both in staff and accommodation. It
was not unusual to find up to 30 temporary
employees at a time, each with his abacus,
sitting round tables in a corner of the office
busily tabulating the results of a traffic count.
You left the office for a few minutes at your
own risk, because it was more than likely you
would find a complete stranger sitting in your
However, in spite
place when you returned
of this upheaval, the survey was completed
successfully and the office is now back to normal.
During the year two of our Chinese engineers,
Kenneth Kwok and Wong Kwok-Lai, left us
to join the Public Works Department and we
welcomed four newcomers from the University
of Hong Kong, Shum Zse-Tak, William Liew,
Vincent Chan and Choy Tak-Yan.
We were very sorry to lose two of our secre
tarial staff during the year, Honor Oei (née
Honor calls regu
Randall) and Phil Hatton.
larly at the office to keep us up to the mark and
we have all promised, when we can, to visit
Phil (and Tom) in Wiltshire, where they are now
stationed. Honor and Phil have been replacec
1

PONTIFACT

No.

I

Where to go for Luncheon
by Voucher
No.

most within the very shadow of
Albany Buildings lies a Watney house
established as long ago as 1848. Grafton’s at
the top end of Strutton Ground lies behind an
unpretentious, almost drab, facade, but in the
various bars leading off a single passage running
the length of the building are to be found
reminders of Victorian London in a setting
which could have been for Dickens a source of
refreshment and perhaps even inspiration. A
fine set of old prints on the vall illustrate the
sacred and profane moments in the life of the
“Industrious ‘Prentice” and a series of spirit
casks connected to a system of highly polished
pipes bear the labels Brandy 3/2 pint, Whiskey
21/6 gallon, and so on.
Charlie, the longest-standing member of the
present staff, might have stepped straight out
of the Pickwick Papers, with the festoons of
watch chain across his black waistcoat and the
carpet slippers which can be seen if one stands
up to the counter.
He is slow to accept any
change in his surroundings and when asked
the name of the new Manager, who had been in
charge for three or four months, said, “Well
it sounds like Foster—but it isn’t” (The previous
Manager, Mr. Carol, wrote television scripts
in his spare time but has now taken the licence
of a pub at Shepherd’s Bush, nearer to the
hub of the TV world). Charlie is reputed to
have been a jockey once upon a time which is
compatible with his stature. He is certainly
knowledgeable about the turf and popular with
Graftons racing clientele. One imagines that
life will become less exciting for him next year
when the betting shops are opened, because, at
present, sums of money are occasionally seen to

i

Victorian Tavern

cross the bar which are far in excess of the price
of the best lunch on the menu.
Grafton’s employ a first-class cook and the
quality of the food which descends in a lift from
the kitchen above is excellent. It is traditional
English fare and good value for money. In
the Private Bar one writes a chit, collects one’s
plate from the counter a couples of minutes
later and then sits on a high stool to eat. Accom
modation is rather limited here but on most days
a seat becomes available by the time the food
arrives. The cost: most main courses are about
2/4 to which can be added two vegetables and
a sweet afterwards for a further 2/-. En the
Saloon you pay an extra sixpence or so for the
privilege of being waited on by Kitty whose
service is speedy and efficient. Moreover you
are not delayed by that tiresome waiting for a
bill after you have finished your meal. You
simply walk up to the counter and pay.
If you are averse to being surrounded by
chromium plate, formica and plastic table cloths,
if you prefer steak and kidney pie or liver and
bacon to spaghetti or sandwiches, if you like
to treat yourself occasionally to a glass of bitter
guaranteed to have been kept in excellent
condition, and if you are prepared to add a
couple of shillings to your Luncheon Voucher,
then Grafton’s is a most convenient place at
which to eat.

We all like to find somewhere net’ for Lunch
occasional!,’. This is the first of a series of
articles suggesting where to eat in Westminster.

CHRISTMAS

23

1960

Hong Kong newsletter
only be described as a year of
/960 can
There seem
comings and goings.
to have been few days when at least one or two
members of the firm were not at the airport
to greet new arrivals or wave goodbye to depart
ing friends, either from our own firm, ALF
(as our Associated London Firm is irreverently
but affectionately known here), Binnie, Deacon
& Gourley, Freeman, Fox & Partners or the
Road Research Laboratory. On at least one
occasion it was necessary for the farewell com
mittee to sprint smartly from the Departures
to the Arrivals Concourse, changing en route
into a reception committee.
During the year we were delighted to welcome,
on their first tour to Hong Kong, Paddy and
Judy Stammers, Bill and Mary Lamb and Ken
and Lynn Prangnell with their families (Bill
had previously spent some time in the Colony
during his period of National Service). We
are also very pleased to have back with us again
John and Marion Holt after their year in the
U.S.A. where John had been on a post-graduate
course at the University of Illinois. On his
way here John spent a month in Singapore
and Malacca supervising site investigations on
ALF’s behalf.
Tn August we said goodbye to Reg and Marjorie
Millburn and John and Betty Measor. Both
Reg and John headed for post-graduate courses
in the States, Reg at Northwestern University
and John at Illinois, leaving their wives and
families to endure, in Surrey and Carmarthenshire
respectively, the hardships of separation.
Brian McKenna spent the first seven months
of the year with us before he, too, left for the
University of Illinois. (We feel there must
be some hidden attraction in Chicago and its
surroundings !) Brian had the difficult task
of moving our soils laboratory to new quarters
and re-organising and expanding it to cope
with a vastly increased programme of testing.
In spite of this he managed to devote some
spare time to taking up sailing seriously and
did very well in coming second in the Royal

Hong Kong \acht Club’s Dinghy Champion
ship. Another visitor during the year was
Geoffrey Williams who spent about a month with
us in the Spring.
Our liaisons (sometimes described as bigamous)
with Binnie, Deacon & Gourley in connection
with the Plover Cove and Hebe Haven Water
Scheme and with Freeman, Fox & Partners for
the Harbour Crossing Investigation have brought
us into close contact with engineers from these
firms who have spent some, or all, of this year
in Hong Kong—Stanley Ford (and his family),
Michael La Touche, Russel Southgate and
John Newery (all of Binnie, Deacon & Gourley),
David Culverwell of Freeman, Fox & Partners
and Jim Tresidder and Ted Dalby of the Road
Research Laboratory, who organised, for the
Harbour Crossing Investigation, probably the
largest and most comprehensive Traffic Survey
ever carried out in the Commonwealth. This
survey put a heavy strain on the resources of
the office, both in staff and accommodation. It
was not unusual to find up to 30 temporary
employees at a time, each with his abacus,
sitting round tables in a corner of the office
busily tabulating the results of a traffic count.
You left the office for a few minutes at your
own risk, because it was more than likely you
would find a complete stranger sitting in your
However, in spite
place when you returned
of this upheaval, the survey was completed
successfully and the office is now back to normal.
During the year two of our Chinese engineers,
Kenneth Kwok and Wong Kwok-Lai, left us
to join the Public Works Department and we
welcomed four newcomers from the University
of Hong Kong, Shum Zse-Tak, William Liew,
Vincent Chan and Choy Tak-Yan.
We were very sorry to lose two of our secre
tarial staff during the year, Honor Oei (née
Honor calls regu
Randall) and Phil Hatton.
larly at the office to keep us up to the mark and
we have all promised, when we can, to visit
Phil (and Tom) in Wiltshire, where they are now
stationed. Honor and Phil have been replacec
1

2

PONTIFACT No.

by Vivienne Brown, who was formerly on the
Resident Staff and Pat Shih.
On the Resident side, both Mr. and Mrs.
Villiers and David and Yvonne Coffey have
now returned from leave, David to take up the
first appointment to the Resident staff for the
Plover Cove and Hebe Haven Scheme and Mr.
Villiers to supervise the construction of the Kai
Tak Terminal Building.
Of all the people who left during the year none
have been more missed than Mr. and Mrs. Henry.
We are pleased to know that they will shortly
be moving into their new house and hope they
and their family will be very happy there. We
look forward to having them visit us in Hong
Kong in the not too distant future.
Because of our two joint ventures we had
more visits from partners of the various firms
than usual. At a Staff Party in March the
guests of honour were Mr. and Mrs. Measor,
Mr. and Mrs. Freeman of Freeman, Fox &
Partners and Mr. Sheppard of Binnie, Deacon
& Gourley. There were, therefore, five partners
present altogether which surely must have set
some sort of record.
Mr. Hawkey spent nearly the whole of October
with us and we celebrated his visit by inflicting
two Staff Parties on him instead of one. The
first took the form of a Chinese Chow, attended
mainly by the junior staff and their wives,
about 60 people in all. Mr. Hawkey successfully
worked his way with chopsticks through the
following menu:
Cold Meat Combination
Pigeon Roll with Water Celery
Fresh Crystal Prawn
Braised Shark’s Fin with Shredded Chicken
Roasted Chicken
Tientsin Cabbage in Crabmeat Sauce
Fried Garoupa
Double-Boiled Black Mushroom Soup
Fried Rice

Noodles E Fu Style

Almond Cream Curd
At the second there were about 70 guests
from our own senior staff and those of Binnie,
Deacon & Gourley and the Resident Engineer,
with their wives, husbands and partners. On
this occasion the food was less oriental and
chopsticks were definitely out

I

CHRISTMAS

Three of our Chinese engineers got married
this Autumn, Paul Ng, Choi Ching-Kui and
Shum Zse-Tak. On each occasion members of
the firm and their wives were invited to the
traditional wedding dinner party and were
entertained lavishly. (Chopsticks were definitely
in !)
Because Hong Kong is practically surrounded
by sea, boating in some form or other is a
very popular pastime with us. Cricket, hockey,
squash, badminton, golf and tennis all have their
followers in the firm and the Chinese staff have
organised their own soccer team. Ken and Lynn
Prangnell have both performed with distinction
in competitions run by the Hong Kong Motor
Sports Club. This year some members of the
firm and of Binnie, Deacon & Gourley were
invited to join the Fan Kwai Lo (Foreign
Devils’ Crew) for the annual Dragon Boat
Races. They made a brave sight as they paddled
to the start with flags flying and drums beating
and with Russell Southgate, who was a reserve
Cambridge and Olympic oarsman, in the crew
we felt the result was a foregone conclusion.
Unfortunately something went wrong. What
it was we will never know (the crew blamed the
helmsman and the helmsman said the boat
had been sabotaged) but the sad story is that
they foLindered not far from the start
We hope
for better things next year.
Typhoon “Mary” was an unwelcome incident
during the year. It (she ?) had been sitting more
or less on our doorstep for days but that didn’t
make its arrival any more pleasant. Luckily
everyone in the firm survived more or less un
scathed though some people had a rough time
and there was some damage and delay to our
work.
Detailed planning of the Gindrinker’s Bay
Reclamation Scheme (now known as “Kwai
Chung”) is going ahead and the Kowloon
Foothills Road (renamed “Leung Chung Road”),
which was delayed by bad weather during the
summer, is nearing completion. Work is pro
ceeding steadily on the Project Report for the
Plover Cove and Hebe Haven Scheme and the
Harbour Crossing Report should be finished
very soon. The Lo Wu Rifle and Grenade
Ranges are finished and in use while on the
Airport the Terminal Building superstructure
should be going up early in 1961.
We are looking forward to another busy
year but we sincerely hope it won’t be quite
as hectic as this one has been.
J.F.L.

1960

25

Sports club news
Squash

out both Saturdays and Sundays and at least
one evening a Week.

1959/60

Last winter the squash team enjoyed a mod
erately successful season. Most of the matches
were again played out at Ealing against other
firms of consultants; these “shop” fixtures were
leavened by meetings with the goodness of Park
Royal and the happiness of Thames House.
Whatever the result of the match and whoever
the opponents, after a liberal dose of Flowers
the team kept its record of being invincible
at dart cricket. Whether this was because of
our superiority, or because the opposition seldom
understood the rLlles which changed at the
crucial moment to suit our cause, will never
be resolved.
The team remained fairly stable throughout
the year. With the absence of Brian McKenna,
R. W. Hawkey played number one, excelling
after illness, Norman Beaton ran fLirther than
ever as number two, Cohn Smith was dragged
out of pre-matrimonial retirement to play three,
Richard Colman organised himself to be number
four, and Brian Pritchard or Steve Armitage
played five when they could be persuaded away
from, respectively, the Festival Hall or a kitchenbound 9-in. TV screen. The one disappointing
feature of the season was that it was impossible
to vary the team while maintaining the necessary
standard. This seems due essentially to the
lack of interest in the squash ladder; players
only making progress towards the top through
the ingenuity of lingering passers-by.
R.B.C.
*

Sailing

I

*

1960

The firm’s boat, “Mlanje”, moved this year
upstream to above Molesey Lock.
Released after two years from the twin be
calming bastions of the Hampton Court poplars
and the Metropolitan Water Board reservoir
walls, she regained her old popularity and in
spite of the weather found herseif being taken

The shock of feeling for the first time a steady
breeze on her sails and hearing the continuous
ripple of her bow wave instead of the moans of
a paddler did, however, produce initially irre
pressible pangs of home sickness. These cul
minated in an attempted precipitous headlong
flight home over the weir which was only foiled
by the agility of Mary Willett. After this
“Mlanje” quickly settled down to her new
surroundings and seemed to revel in the hazards
of concrete houseboats, brash young coxes, and
forward bathers.
Rumours that she is sickening for even greater
adventure and is contemplating spending the
next summer on the South Coast have been
denied by an official spokesman.
R.B.C.
STOP-PRESS: You will be pleased to hear that
“Mianje” has not been drowned in the recent
Thames floods. She remains, cold and wet,
tied to a tree on Allen’s Island, and cannot be
moved to winter quarters until the floods
subside.
R.W.H.
*

Cricket

*

1960

Last season was about the best from the
point of view of cricketers available since the
firm first fielded a team in 1956. From weather
considerations it was undoubtedly the worst.
The second innings of the President’s Match,
before it was abandoned, was played in a kind
of Scotch mist, while those lucky people in the
pavilion were out of the mist and some were
enjoying a better kind of Scotch. There is
no doubt it was a spectator’s match—and this
mainly due to the hospitality of our hostess,
Mrs. Hawkey, who has a genius for attracting
well over a hundred guests to Long Ditton
year after year on this occasion.
This was not the only fixture to suffer. Rain
finished the match against the Nyasaland
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Leopards after oniy four overs had been bowled.
Amongst other disappointments this meant that
we were deprived of the opportunity of seeing
Jack Parker (who does not normally appear
in the firm’s eleven) batting for the Leopards.
Another game was postponed due to the weather,
and on the re-arranged date our hosts found
themselves in an embarrassing predicament
when two opposing teams arrived at the ground
simultaneously. They took the easy way out
and played one visitor against the other. We
were lucky to draw as we had expected to meet
the home Club’s second eleven whereas our
opponents had come to play their first.
1960 brought one notable achievement. In
the last match of the season we defeated another
firm of Consulting Engineers for the first time
ever. It was the fourth fixture against Travers
Morgan & Partners and we had lost on the
three previous occasions, by three, one and five
wickets respectively. This time our margin of
victory was 19 runs. It was due mainly to a
third wicket partnership of 51 by Spence and
Hedges after a fine innings of 35 by Burley,
batting number 1, and then an inspired spell
of bowling by the Secretary-elect, who took
seven wickets for 57 in 13 consecutive overs.
The fielding reached its peak in this match when
seven catches were held, including two each by
Burley and Coffey.
Our other success came on a glorious Saturday
afternoon in mid-May at Berrylands when we
defeated Richard Costain’s 2nd XI by six
wickets. Costains began well with an opening
stand of 48 against the bowling of Wilson and
Burley, but then in the sixth over Burley broke
through and got his first wicket. Thereafter
he became consistently more difficult to score
off in a spell totalling 17 overs and finished with
an analysis of five for 65. In the later stages
Burley got valuable support from Atkins at the
other end who took three for 34 and in his
fifth over had two wickets for no runs. Hedges
in his first match as Captain set a fine example
behind the wicket with four stumpings and a
catch. The firm was then set a target of 162
with plenty of time to get the runs thanks to
Costain’s brisk scoring rate and the bright
evening light. Our innings was a personal
triumph for the captain and is best described
by enumerating the new batting records achieved:
highest total innings by the firm 163, highest
partnership for any wicket 98 by Hedges and
Burley, highest individual score 82 not out by
Hedges. Thee three records were all set

CHRISTMAS
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previously in one match, against Travers Morgan
on 8th August, 1957, when we lost
There was some good batting at the beginning
of the President’s Match when the left-handed
Spence made a fluent half century for the Surrey
Residents who were fortunate enough to bat
first. Spence had a third wicket partnership
of 81 with Wingate who contributed a vigorous
41. Finally, in this review of the cricket season,
there was the annual fixture against Sir Alexander
Gibb and Partners when we lost by three wickets,
which was considerably better than the dis
astrous defeat by ten wickets last year. This
match more than any of the others underlined
our greatest weakness, namely the lack of a
fast bowler of McGhie’s calibre. Wilson and
Grace bowled throughout Gibbs’ innings and
their’s was a courageous effort, but the barrage
was just not intense enough to reduce the enemy
defences. However, by way of consolation,
Grace’s analysis of four wickets for 36 on this
occasion was sufficient to ensure that he topped
the bowling averages for 1960.
W.M.H.
*

*
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C om petitions page
1.

Crossword Composition

To save space on this page the pattern for the
crossword is to be that of the first Daily Telegraph
crossword for 1961, viz., thtt of Monday,
January 2nd. However, a competitor who
“borrows” any clues from the Daily Telegraph
will be automatically disqualified.
Entries, in sealed envelopes addressed to the
Editors and marked “Crossword Composition”,
are to be submitted by January 31st.
The Partners have kindly offered a prize of a
book token to the value of 25/- for this com
petition. The winning entry will be published
in the next number of Pontifact.
*

2.

*

“Pontifact” Cover Design

You will have noticed that the cover to this
number of Pontijct is rather unimaginative and
is not up to the standard one would expect
from a firm employing so many brilliant draughtsmen!
The Partners have offered a prize of a book
token to the value of 25/- for the best design of
a cover which will be used for future numbers.
The rules for this competition are as follows:
(a) the size is to be that of the cover of
this number;
(b) the colours to be used are black, white
and any one other colour;

*

The Cricket Secretary would like to express
his thanks to Mr. A. H. Stimson, the Organising
Secretary of the Richard Costain Sports Club,
for his hospitality to the firm on three occasions.
The refreshments were always excellent and the
ground in very good condition despite the un
settled weather in July when we played against
Gibbs and Travers Morgan. May we have many
more fixtures at Berrylands in years to come.

Post bag

(c) the design is to be on cartridge paper;
(d) entries, in large manilla envelopes

addressed to the Editors and marked
“Cove* Design”, are to be submitted
by January 31st.
*

*

*

Brain Teazer
Alice, Brenda, Cissie and Doreen competed
for a scholarship. “What luck have you had,”
someone asked them. Said Alice: “Cissie was
top, Brenda was second.” Said Brenda: “No,
Cissie was second, and Doreen was third.”
Said Cissie: “Doreen was bottom, Alice was
second.”
Each of the three girls made two assertions of
which only one was true. Who won the scholar
ship and what was the order of the other three
girls?
The first correct solution opened by the
Editors on Twelfth Night wins a 15/- book
token. Entries in sealed envelopes to be marked
“Brain Teazer’.
3.

*

*

Watch this page in the next number of Pontifict
for the rules of our photographic competition.
The Partners have agreed to invite one of our
associate Architects to judge this competition.
The winning photograph in each class will be
published.

PARTY PIECE—continued from p. 10.

To the Editors of Pontifact.

waitresses to march forth in column of route
The menu
armed with Crème d’Asperges.
continued with sole, roast turkey, and a splendid
ice cream gateaux crowned with a curious
substance which those who have had a conducted
tour of a B.N.S. factory might associate with

Sirs,
There has been talk in the London office of
a golf practice net in the basement of No. 39.
Is this a fact and, if so, has a new branch of the
Sports Club been formed?
We already have the President’s Match at
cricket so why not a golf tournament known
as the President’s Putter ? Or, if this might
be confused with the annual Oxford and Cam
bridge Golfing Society meeting, how about a
competition for Measor’s Mashie 7
Yours faithfully,

polymer at one stage of its processing. Never
theless it tasted delicious. The menu ended with
an item which, when freely translated from the
French, was taken at one table to mean finishing
“on all fours”.
Before the coffee had been consumed a redcoated gentleman took the centre of the floor
and invited us to dance with a voice of such

NIBLIcic.

I

authority that one of the ladies had to be re
assured that none of the Partners was a Master
of Foxhounds. As the evening flashed by this
be-medalled Master of Ceremonies proved him
self a tremendous asset in keeping the party
going with a swing whilst dancing through the
programme which was varied so as to include
ballroom, modern, “Old Time” and, needless
to say, Scottish dancing. We wore silly hats,
balloons were burst with enthusiasm, and a
good time was had by all. Finally: “Auld
Lang Syne”, “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow”—
directed at G. M. J. Williams who organised
so successfully, and “The Queen”.
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of Foxhounds. As the evening flashed by this
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self a tremendous asset in keeping the party
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PASTURES NEW—continued from p. 21.
Sandbach with a good measure of local talent
having been added. R. A. Evans is now in
residence with his three musketeers, John Powter,
Alan Pigott and Tony Williams. These four
and the rest of the staff are busy with the Report
on the most suitable line for the Lancaster
Penrith Motorway which is to be laid before the
Ministry of Transport in a little under twelve
months time. We hope more details of this
unusually interesting highway problem will be
published in a subsequent issue.
The third arrival in the family is, of course, the
Glasgow office under Roy Hodgen mentioned
elsewhere in this issue. The office was founded
to deal with the traffic survey which the City
Corporation have asked us to perform. Some
London staff spent a short time in Glasgow to
help in a recent census but there is much more
work to be faced by the permanent residents.
There can be no doubt that a great deal more

No.

1

traffic engineering must be done in this country
and we should get at least our fair share. This
is our first major job in this relatively new branch
of civil engineering.
The unit was initially established in what
sounds to be an impressive location namely
“High Street Glasgow”, but anyone familiar
with that City will know that this is far from the
case ! This was an emergency measure, how
ever, and we are moving into an eminently
suitable location at Park Gardens in the near
future.
R.M.
*

*

*

CHARIVARI

There is no truth in the rumour that the
Taylor-Walker group on the sixth floor has been
the subject of a take-over bid by md Coope,
but it is a fact that a double section works
wonders

Editors’ postscript
At this stage we must attempt to explain
some of the shortcomings of this first number
of Pont/fact. At the time of writing, it is our
intention to issue the magazine in London by
December 23rd, and we sincerely hope that this
ambition is fulfilled. Although this is obviously
a popular occasion for distribution there are
certain disadvantages in it under the circum
stances. Firstly, it does not allow time for us
to collect all the material we should like to
publish. This is particularly true of news from
our overseas offices which, except from the Far
East, is very scant in this number. However,
we know that the overseas staff will understand
the reason for this, and we shall make a special
point of printing very comprehensive news
letters from Hong Kong and Africa which we
know will be forthcoming in time for our next
issue. The second disadvantage is that we are
not going to press in time to allow for circulation
overseas by Christmas, but again we hope the
staff there will appreciate our difficulty when
they receive the “Christmas Number” in the
New Year, although the Partners’ greetings will

be somewhat out-of-date. We consider that
both these shortcomings are offset by the over
whelming advantage of distributing Pont/fact
before Christmas in London and hope that our
readers elsewhere will forgive us for this decision.
Both the Editors have had some military
training (one very considerably more than the
other !) and they have both learnt the lesson
of the tremendous impact to be obtained from
surprise in any tactical situation. We have,
therefore, maintained very tight security, avoiding
all forms of advance publicity about Pont/fact’s
appearance. We are hoping that on the day
of issue only those who are actually contributing
to the first number will have been “in the know”,
and that, for the remainder, the element of
surprise will be an added pleasure.
Finally, we will leave you with two quotations:
“Everyone must buy a copy. If they don’t,
I shall detail them “—One Editor (ex-Regular
Army).
“I don’t want verbal suggestions. I want
written contributions—stories, articles, letters—
anything on paper.”—The Other.
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