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of the aims of PONTIFACT is to
introduce a “family feeling” within the
firm. So many of the staff do not know
each other, and in London Office, for example,
use the lifts without being aware that some of
their fellow-travellers are members of the firm.
A typical incident was recounted to one of the
Editors by Mr. Grace. A young man appeared
to be lost near the General Office so Mr. Grace,
who happened to be passing, asked him for whom
he was looking. The young man replied: “I’m
afraid you couldn’t help me. You see I work
for Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick & Partners”.
Mr. Grace was so taken aback that he did not
disclose his own identity.
Our greetings are extended to all our readers
who are overseas. By the time they receive
their copies of PONTIFACT the homeland will
be clothed with the soft garment of spring. Every
year, at this time, few of her sons and daughters
who are abroad do not echo Browning’s words
“0, to be in England now that April’s there”.
The Editors hope you will find in PONTIFACT
a reminder that the homeland still stands for
those things “of good report”. In passing this
message we would urge you to send us news
letters, articles or photographs, which will tell
us how you are enjoying your life and work.
Some of our readers are too modest in that they
are making anonymous contributions to
PONTIFACT.
In general it will be our policy, as
in the first number, to publish only editorial
matter without acknowledgment of the author.
In the case of articles, whether written for
PONTIFACT in the first instance or adapted from
a previous work (e.g., the “History” of the
firm), the full name of the author will be given.
However, regular features, such as overseas
newsletters and sports reports will appear over
the writer’s initials.
We shall welcome letters to the Editors, and
will allow unlimited space for printing them,
but request that they should not be anonymous
unless a particularly apt nom-de-plume suggests
itself. In our very limited experience, if a letter
arrives unsigned, then there is generally a good
Qne

U
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reason to be found in its contents as to why
the whole or part of it should not be published.
The Competitions Page of the first number
appears to have been one of the more popular
features and, although an average of only
seven entries in each of the three competitions
may not seem to indicate great support, con
siderable interest in this feature has been shown
by a number of readers who have discussed it
with the Editors without actually submitting
an entry. (We would instance the engineer’s
wife who made two gallant efforts at composing
a crossword but each time stumbled over fitting
the final word.) Again, however, we must
make our plea against anonymity. In this case
we have made a definite rule, which is, that no
anonymous entry for a competition shall qualify
for a prize even though we did succeed in
identifying the competitor.
Continuing on this theme it is time to say
a word about ourselves. After the first appear
ance of the magazine a number of rumours
were circulating as to who was responsible and,
indeed, the names of two very senior members
of the staff were linked with PONTIFACT. To
save these gentlemen any embarrassment we
feel that we ought now to own-up, and then we
may be confronted directly by any critics who are
at present in doubt about our identity.
At the beginning of October, 1960, W. M.
Hopkins joined R. H. Wood in a scheme to put
before the Partners the idea of a house magazine.
This took the form of a mock-up first edition
which was presented at the end of November and
received official sanction. Some half dozen
other contributors were then approached and
the result of their efforts, when combined with
the mock-up, was the Christmas Number of
PONTIFACT.
In the New Year the two Editors
invited K. W. Innes to join the “committee”
—and so now we are three.
Once again we are indebted to Miss Burleigh
and Miss Lishmund for searching the records
and typing the copy, and we would also thank
all those who have contributed to this Easter
Number.
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Partners’ Notes
C. M. Johnston became a Resident Partner
of the Nyasaland Firm on January 1st, 1961.
Mr. R. F. Meff retired from the Nyasaland
Firm and became a Consultant to them on the
same date.
*

*

*

Congratulations to K. A. Phillips and K. W.

The Firm has undertaken the following cornmissions since Christmas:
.
.

6057

Doha Hospita[—Additional storey to
Blocks 0 and P.

6058

Blackhall Road Power Station—Sierra
Leone.
Dekhelia Power Station, Cyprus—4th
Extension.

6105

Athleticsmanship

Tnnes who, in Autumn 1960, were awarded
the Diploma of Imperial College in Soil
Mechanics and Structural Engineering, respect
ively.
Also congratulations to E. E. Lyons, who
was elected to A.M.T.C.E. in May, 1960, and
to A. Owsianka on the same achievement in
December.

6106
6107
6108
6109
6110

Imperial Chemical Industries, Ardeer,
Ayrshire.
British Nylon Spinners, Doncaster—
No. 6.
East Kilbride—Town Centre Developrnent.
Eight-story Flats at Milton Place,
Gravesend.
Hunstanton-Waterworks Lane flooding.

5

by Jack Parker
prior to last year’s Olympic Games
high-jumper Thomas of the United States
of America, holder of the world record
of 7 ft. 3* in., was generally regarded as being
the best tip for an Olympic Gold Metal in any
event, and one authority was quoted as saying
“They might as well parcel up the medal and
send it to him”. On arrival in Rome his work
outs were watched by large and admiring
audiences and none sung his praises louder
than the Russian high-jumpers, Shavlakadze
and Brumel. On September 1st, the day of
the high-jump final, Shavlakadze arrived wearing
several bandages and spiked shoes of different
colours, one red and one blue. Brumel and
he sat strangely apart and as the competition
unfolded they exchanged mysterious glances but,
surprisingly for compatriots, spoke not a word.
About 7 p.m. as dusk was falling and, high
up in the sky, the light of the Olympic flame
was beginning to dominate the stadium, Thomas,
realising too late the real challenge facing him,
failed thrice at 7 ft. I in. and Shavlakadze
cleared this height, his best ever, to win immort
ality. Such is Athleticsmanship as it is practised
in the highest circles.
A more detailed study of this subject may
be interesting to all, whether you are an active
sportsman or merely wish to appreciate the
finer points when watching athletics on tele
vision. This article will be particularly related
to Hurdlemanship, as this is the branch of
Athleticsmanship in which I am experienced,
and I have never fully studied the arts of other
branches.
The start of a track season is really in mid
winter, when top-line athletes undertake the
hard, grinding work that is necessary to carry
them through the forthcoming months. Not
only must one become fit, strong and fast but
one must practise and perfect a gimmick exercise;
this will have an important place in Hurdle
manship later in the season and help to create
“demoralisation during warm-up’. At this time

(with apologies

to

St*ph*n p*tt*r)

of year a notice of retirement is often given to
the press.
Once the season gets under way, with regular
racing once or more a week, either of two
basic ploys may be adopted: the “1 have not
managed to get my timing/technique/starting
right yet” approach, or the “1 feel 1 am running
much better than last year approach. The
first is intended to lull one’s opponents into a
false sense of security and the second is intended,
of course, to demoralise them. The “My upper
calf muscle is still troubling me/that trout we
had for dinner last night must have been bad”
approach is not recommended because transitory
alleged weaknesses such as these can cure
themselves remarkably quickly. Ideally, one
should adopt the first approach, substantiated
by a few intendedly bad races, early in the season.
Then two weeks before the A.A.A. Champion
ships, which meeting is closely followed by the
International fixtures, a big race should be won
conclusively after which one should say “Got
it right at last” in a loud voice in everyone’s
Thereafter, the second approach
presence.
should be maintained throughout the critical
weeks ahead. This is the time when the re
volutionary gimmick exercise should be produced.
For the best example of “demoralisation during
warm-up” L again turn to Russia. The three
preceding qualifying rounds of the high hurdles
at the European Championships in 1954 being
over, the six finalists were warming up together
in a field adjacent to the Berne Stadium. The
atmosphere was tense, to put it mildly. Suddenly
Bulanchik carried a chair out from a nearby
marquee, stood it carefully down and executed
a perfect handstand on the back thereof; he
duly became European champion high hurdler
a quarter of an hour later.
Much Athleticsmanship activity is to be foun c
in dressing-rooms. The crudest approach is
to be seen writhing on the massage table in the
hands of the masseur as everyone leaves for the
race and say, as the others gather up their starting

4

PONTIFACT

No. 2

EASTER

1961

Partners’ Notes
C. M. Johnston became a Resident Partner
of the Nyasaland Firm on January 1st, 1961.
Mr. R. F. Meff retired from the Nyasaland
Firm and became a Consultant to them on the
same date.
*

*

*

Congratulations to K. A. Phillips and K. W.

The Firm has undertaken the following cornmissions since Christmas:
.
.

6057

Doha Hospita[—Additional storey to
Blocks 0 and P.

6058

Blackhall Road Power Station—Sierra
Leone.
Dekhelia Power Station, Cyprus—4th
Extension.

6105

Athleticsmanship

Tnnes who, in Autumn 1960, were awarded
the Diploma of Imperial College in Soil
Mechanics and Structural Engineering, respect
ively.
Also congratulations to E. E. Lyons, who
was elected to A.M.T.C.E. in May, 1960, and
to A. Owsianka on the same achievement in
December.

6106
6107
6108
6109
6110

Imperial Chemical Industries, Ardeer,
Ayrshire.
British Nylon Spinners, Doncaster—
No. 6.
East Kilbride—Town Centre Developrnent.
Eight-story Flats at Milton Place,
Gravesend.
Hunstanton-Waterworks Lane flooding.

5

by Jack Parker
prior to last year’s Olympic Games
high-jumper Thomas of the United States
of America, holder of the world record
of 7 ft. 3* in., was generally regarded as being
the best tip for an Olympic Gold Metal in any
event, and one authority was quoted as saying
“They might as well parcel up the medal and
send it to him”. On arrival in Rome his work
outs were watched by large and admiring
audiences and none sung his praises louder
than the Russian high-jumpers, Shavlakadze
and Brumel. On September 1st, the day of
the high-jump final, Shavlakadze arrived wearing
several bandages and spiked shoes of different
colours, one red and one blue. Brumel and
he sat strangely apart and as the competition
unfolded they exchanged mysterious glances but,
surprisingly for compatriots, spoke not a word.
About 7 p.m. as dusk was falling and, high
up in the sky, the light of the Olympic flame
was beginning to dominate the stadium, Thomas,
realising too late the real challenge facing him,
failed thrice at 7 ft. I in. and Shavlakadze
cleared this height, his best ever, to win immort
ality. Such is Athleticsmanship as it is practised
in the highest circles.
A more detailed study of this subject may
be interesting to all, whether you are an active
sportsman or merely wish to appreciate the
finer points when watching athletics on tele
vision. This article will be particularly related
to Hurdlemanship, as this is the branch of
Athleticsmanship in which I am experienced,
and I have never fully studied the arts of other
branches.
The start of a track season is really in mid
winter, when top-line athletes undertake the
hard, grinding work that is necessary to carry
them through the forthcoming months. Not
only must one become fit, strong and fast but
one must practise and perfect a gimmick exercise;
this will have an important place in Hurdle
manship later in the season and help to create
“demoralisation during warm-up’. At this time

(with apologies

to

St*ph*n p*tt*r)

of year a notice of retirement is often given to
the press.
Once the season gets under way, with regular
racing once or more a week, either of two
basic ploys may be adopted: the “1 have not
managed to get my timing/technique/starting
right yet” approach, or the “1 feel 1 am running
much better than last year approach. The
first is intended to lull one’s opponents into a
false sense of security and the second is intended,
of course, to demoralise them. The “My upper
calf muscle is still troubling me/that trout we
had for dinner last night must have been bad”
approach is not recommended because transitory
alleged weaknesses such as these can cure
themselves remarkably quickly. Ideally, one
should adopt the first approach, substantiated
by a few intendedly bad races, early in the season.
Then two weeks before the A.A.A. Champion
ships, which meeting is closely followed by the
International fixtures, a big race should be won
conclusively after which one should say “Got
it right at last” in a loud voice in everyone’s
Thereafter, the second approach
presence.
should be maintained throughout the critical
weeks ahead. This is the time when the re
volutionary gimmick exercise should be produced.
For the best example of “demoralisation during
warm-up” L again turn to Russia. The three
preceding qualifying rounds of the high hurdles
at the European Championships in 1954 being
over, the six finalists were warming up together
in a field adjacent to the Berne Stadium. The
atmosphere was tense, to put it mildly. Suddenly
Bulanchik carried a chair out from a nearby
marquee, stood it carefully down and executed
a perfect handstand on the back thereof; he
duly became European champion high hurdler
a quarter of an hour later.
Much Athleticsmanship activity is to be foun c
in dressing-rooms. The crudest approach is
to be seen writhing on the massage table in the
hands of the masseur as everyone leaves for the
race and say, as the others gather up their starting

PONTIFACT

blocks, “Hope to join you in a minute”. A
subtler idea is to be seen reading the latest novel
and when the loudspeaker announces “all out
for the hurdles please” say, in a complaining
voice “Pity, I shall have to finish the chapter
later”. Dillard, the American hurdler who
once won an Olympic title in the wrong event,
having failed to survive the American trials in
the high hurdles, his first choice, was devastating
in the dressing-room; he has been known to
go to sleep and have to be woken to compete.
The vital seconds immediately before a race
are the most fascinating of all and those spectators
who slow hand-clap after several false starts
can have little appreciation of the drama that
is being enacted before their very eyes. The
first starters instruction is usually “Strip-off
lads/chaps” (according to whether one is North
or South of a line from Bristol Channel to the
Wash). On a cold day it is always worthwhile
to wear two tracksuits and to remove the top
one as one’s competitors strip to vest and shorts;
they then get cold whilst one’s second tracksuit
is being removed. This idea becomes ridicLilous
if taken to extremes by all and is also apt to
be expensive on tracksuits. A better approach
is perhaps to break a shoe-lace, rummage for
a new one, and slowly relace the offending shoe
as everyone else shivers. Hot weather offers
fewer opportunities and the only advice I can
give is to offer round, at the last moment,
generously, pieces of orange with the words
“Good for the system on a humid day like this”;
the orange used should be stringy and full of pips.
In a high-hurdles race the run-up to the first
hurdle, only fifteen yards away, is the key to
the whole race in that one must get over this
obstacle fast and properly balanced. To sharpen
one’s actions, practice starts are essential during
the warm-up. The high localised forces trans
mitted through spiked shoes are apt to dig
holes in the track after two repetitions of loading.
To obviate the possibility of stepping into one’s
own holes during the race itself, it is essential to
practice starts in any lane except one’s own, prefer
ably of course, in the lane of the main opponent.
Having lined-up, the second instruction is “Get
to your marks”. This is the time for a few
well-chosen words such as “Pity about the wind
—no hope of a good time to-day” or “Look,
isn’t that the blonde we met in Sweden last
year, sitting in the fourth row of Block S ?“
It is most important to position oneself down
on the starting-blocks very slowly and carefully.

No. 2

The starter will not say “Get-set” until everyone
is completely still; the others are bound to
scratch their noses, comb their hair (example,
Haas, the German quarter-miler), mop their
brows, rub their hands together to wipe off
cinders, or adjust the pins of their numbers,
and it is a considerable strain to have nothing
to do in these seconds. I often used to consider
taking a newspaper along for such occasions.
Between the order of “Get-set” and the firing
of the gun little scope exists, although one
French sprinter was known to twitch his elbow
on the far side of the starter, which caused false
starts by others.
Unless one is using the “I have not managed
to perfect my technique yet” ploy the race
itself again has few possibilities for Hurdle
manship. This, however, is where good teammanagement plays its part in matches. During
the flight over a hurdle the athlete’s trailing
arm is used to balance his other moving limbs
and a man who flings his trailing arm completely
sideways can be usefully used, if placed in the
right lane, to clout the star athlete of the opposing
team. Other branches of athleticsmanship pre
sent more scope during the actual racing. The
star of the Helsinki Olympics was, of course,
the incomparable Zatopek. Having won the
5,000 metres and 10,000 metres, Zatopek
announced his intention of competing in the
Marathon and was in the perfect position of
having nothing to lose and all to gain, as he had
never run in an important Marathon before.
At the 20 Kilometre mark Zatopek, who speaks
several languages fluently, was jogging along
just behind the leaders and asked innocently
“How are we doing—do you think we’re going
too fast 7” The average speed was immediately
dropped, Zatopek retained his carefully judged
pace unaltered, and won his third gold medal,
a remarkable achievement. Another example
of Athleticsmanship during a race is ascribed
to Larrabee, an American 46-second quarter
miler, who once, in Sweden, ran the first
300 yards hard, by which time he was tiring and
his competitors were trailing by about 10 yards;
staggering off the bend into the final straight
he turned, and said to the field “O.K. boys,
let’s go !“ which shook them sufficiently for
him to record an easy victory.
Dress can be important. The correct dress
for the Mumblethorp Police Sports is an im
maculate white track suit, with one small Union
Continued on page 12.
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The Channel Tunnel
4 resume’ by

the last twelve months there has been
much talk of a Channel Tunnel or
Bridge. But this is only a revival of
an idea which has been considered, off and on,
for over 150 years. The first really serious
investigation was started after the forming of
the British and French Channel Tunnel Com
panies about 1872. A geological survey and
sampling of the sea bed were carried oLit, and
pilot headings were driven out to sea from
each coast for about a mile. In 1883, however,
all progress with the tunnel was stopped by
the British Government on strategic groLinds.
Attempts to revive the proposal were made in
1913 and again in 1929, but each time they were
frustrated for much the same reason.
This obstacle to all previous efforts to start
the construction of a tunnel was removed in
1948 when the Government announced that
objection for strategic reasons could no longer
be sustained. The difficulty then became one
of finance and for the next nine years there was
some talk of the project but nothing more.
The year 1957 brought a change. Two
financiers were having lunch one day and the
idea of a Channel Tunnel was casually mentioned.
As a result the two Channel Tunnel Companies,
the Suez Canal Company and some American
interests joined forces and decided between them
to set up the Channel Tunnel Study Group to
review all aspects of a tunnel and report on its
practicability.
The Group appointed a number of consultants
in Britain, France and the United States to
make traffic, geological, technical, financial and
legal studies. Their conclusions were broLight
together in a report published in March, 1960. An
outline of this report and a detailed description
of the geological studies are contained in a
Paper published in the Proceedings of The
Institution of Civil Engineers dated February,
1961. it is noteworthy that as part of the
investigations, the pilot heading in France was

Roger

Whiting

pumped out, examined, and found to be in
remarkably good condition after 77 years.
In addition to the proposal for a conventional
bored tunnel, the Group considered an “im
mersed tube” laid on the sea bed, and a bridge.
Proposals on these lines have also been advanced
by groups of Contractors who are outside the
Group but who have interests in the technique
of immersed tubes and in bridge building. These
proposals have had publicity which has confused
the issue of a Channel crossing. The Channel
Tunnel Study Group favours a bored tunnel;
the immersed tube is a possibility but it is beset
with constructional hazards; the bridge would
be sensitive to weather and unduly expensive.
Many advocates of a Channel Tunnel think
fondly of being able to drive their cars straight
throLigh as they arrive at an entrance. Alas
for them, however, the Study Group proposes
a tunnel for rail traffic only. The principal
reasons for this are that a road tunnel raises a
serious problem of ventilation and a rail tunnel
would have a greater capacity. Cars would be
driven on to special double-deck wagons, ISO
to a train, and these trains could run at 60 m.p.h.
at five minute intervals. This would allow
1,800 cars and six normal trains to pass through
in an hour in each direction. On the other
hand, a road tunnel of similar size could only
take 650 vehicles per hour each way.
It is reckoned that the total transit time for
a car, including loading, unloading and waiting,
would be 83 minutes. This compares with
present-day times of 287 minutes by sea and
79 by air. By rail, the journey from London to
Paris would take 4 hrs. 20 mins. instead of the
present 7 hrs. 50 mins. by rail and sea, or 3 hrs.
50 mins. by air.
One important merit of the tunnel would be
that loaded lorries could be conveyed on special
wagons, thus allowing the carriage of freight
without transhipment, as is at present practised in
a modest way by the cross-channel ferry services.
Continued on page 15.
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isn’t that the blonde we met in Sweden last
year, sitting in the fourth row of Block S ?“
It is most important to position oneself down
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his competitors were trailing by about 10 yards;
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Continued on page 12.
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The Channel Tunnel
4 resume’ by

the last twelve months there has been
much talk of a Channel Tunnel or
Bridge. But this is only a revival of
an idea which has been considered, off and on,
for over 150 years. The first really serious
investigation was started after the forming of
the British and French Channel Tunnel Com
panies about 1872. A geological survey and
sampling of the sea bed were carried oLit, and
pilot headings were driven out to sea from
each coast for about a mile. In 1883, however,
all progress with the tunnel was stopped by
the British Government on strategic groLinds.
Attempts to revive the proposal were made in
1913 and again in 1929, but each time they were
frustrated for much the same reason.
This obstacle to all previous efforts to start
the construction of a tunnel was removed in
1948 when the Government announced that
objection for strategic reasons could no longer
be sustained. The difficulty then became one
of finance and for the next nine years there was
some talk of the project but nothing more.
The year 1957 brought a change. Two
financiers were having lunch one day and the
idea of a Channel Tunnel was casually mentioned.
As a result the two Channel Tunnel Companies,
the Suez Canal Company and some American
interests joined forces and decided between them
to set up the Channel Tunnel Study Group to
review all aspects of a tunnel and report on its
practicability.
The Group appointed a number of consultants
in Britain, France and the United States to
make traffic, geological, technical, financial and
legal studies. Their conclusions were broLight
together in a report published in March, 1960. An
outline of this report and a detailed description
of the geological studies are contained in a
Paper published in the Proceedings of The
Institution of Civil Engineers dated February,
1961. it is noteworthy that as part of the
investigations, the pilot heading in France was

Roger

Whiting

pumped out, examined, and found to be in
remarkably good condition after 77 years.
In addition to the proposal for a conventional
bored tunnel, the Group considered an “im
mersed tube” laid on the sea bed, and a bridge.
Proposals on these lines have also been advanced
by groups of Contractors who are outside the
Group but who have interests in the technique
of immersed tubes and in bridge building. These
proposals have had publicity which has confused
the issue of a Channel crossing. The Channel
Tunnel Study Group favours a bored tunnel;
the immersed tube is a possibility but it is beset
with constructional hazards; the bridge would
be sensitive to weather and unduly expensive.
Many advocates of a Channel Tunnel think
fondly of being able to drive their cars straight
throLigh as they arrive at an entrance. Alas
for them, however, the Study Group proposes
a tunnel for rail traffic only. The principal
reasons for this are that a road tunnel raises a
serious problem of ventilation and a rail tunnel
would have a greater capacity. Cars would be
driven on to special double-deck wagons, ISO
to a train, and these trains could run at 60 m.p.h.
at five minute intervals. This would allow
1,800 cars and six normal trains to pass through
in an hour in each direction. On the other
hand, a road tunnel of similar size could only
take 650 vehicles per hour each way.
It is reckoned that the total transit time for
a car, including loading, unloading and waiting,
would be 83 minutes. This compares with
present-day times of 287 minutes by sea and
79 by air. By rail, the journey from London to
Paris would take 4 hrs. 20 mins. instead of the
present 7 hrs. 50 mins. by rail and sea, or 3 hrs.
50 mins. by air.
One important merit of the tunnel would be
that loaded lorries could be conveyed on special
wagons, thus allowing the carriage of freight
without transhipment, as is at present practised in
a modest way by the cross-channel ferry services.
Continued on page 15.
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Gardening without strain or energy
by Frank Holt

any times the question has been
asked of the garden enthusiast,
“What flowers can I grow in my
garden with the minimum amount of work and
attention ?“ Whether the question is prompted
by the shortage of time available, by lack of
interest, or by the householder’s envy of the
neighbour’s glorious display, the questioner is
obviously only interested in effect. Therefore, let
us try to create for our reader the nearly impos
sible paradise of a garden made for leisure only.
The most obvious thing to dispense with is
the lawn by replacing it with crazy paving or
flagstones.
But do this at your peril, for it
will be plain to all, especially to those with gardens
next to yours, that it is your full intention to
spend more time sunbathing than any wife
could reasonably permit.
L.et us (diplomatically !) edge the lawn with
crazy paving or flagstones, set just below grass
level, and at least avoid the backache caused
by trimming and edging the lawn, an odious
task. We shall then be able to mow up to the
edges without danger to the blades of the mower,
as well as providing a clean pathway to our
border in times of bad weather.
All plants fall more or less, into one of three
general categories, viz., annuals, biennials and
perennials. It is the perennial plant wihch
will concern us because, as the name implies,
it comes up year after year. However, care
must be taken in the selection of the plants.
Some popular perennials, e.g., dahlias and
geraniums are called half-hardy as they will
not stand our English winter. Beautiful as
indeed they are, for our present adopted principle
of least work, we will ignore them, and select
only those known to be hardy enough to stand
the rigours of our (in)temperate climate. Know
ing this, we can now beg, scrounge, or purchase
a suitable variety of plants to form our border.
The best way, without doubt, to select plants
for the garden is to see them growing in a nursery

or friend’s garden, and then to ask for advice
before acquiring any. Nevertheless, the plants
mentioned in this article will suit most tastes
and pockets, and form a reliable basis for future
development. They have been roughly divided
into the periods when the blooms may be
expected. But these divisions can only be taken
as a guide, as there will be considerable over
lapping due to the length of time the plants
continue to bloom.

Early Summer: May to June
The ever popular Peony needs no describing,
and, once planted and established, need never
be disturbed. A lush and attractive foliage
remains when the flowers have passed, giving
the perfect answer to our problem. Peonies
are obtainable in an enormous variety of shades
from white, through pink, to deep red, in both
single and double forms to suit every taste.
Perhaps the most neglected of flowers is the
Bearded Iris. Almost everyone has in his
garden the common blue form, generally known
as “flags”. In actual fact, the Iris comes in
almost every colour and hue, the very name
deriving from the Greek meaning “Rainbow”
flower. For selection one is strongly advised
to visit a nursery, as tastes vary so much, and the
range of colours, bicolours and shades so great.
Among this great variety, the most outstanding
for garden growing, and for price, are Blue
Ensign—royal blue; New Snow—white; Wabash
—white and rich purple; Tea Rose—pink;
Golden Hind—chrome yellow; Blue Shimmer
—white with petals edged with fine blue stippling;
and Staten Island—yellow and red. Any of
these will make a good show.
In the second of our series of Gardening Notes,
Frank Holt gives the week—end gardener some
valuable advice on hardy perennials for planting
in a border.
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Remember to plant with the tops of the
thick horizontal rhizomes (from which the roots
grow) level with the surface of the ground to
catch the sun. It is not always realised that
the root which has bloomed will not bloom again,
but will throw out new shoots, or rhizomes,
to bloom the following year. Every three or
four years dig up the clump just after the flowers
have died down, usually by early July, throw
away the old parts which have bloomed, and
replant the newer growth.
Another early corner, not often grown but
always good for comments, is the Oriental
Poppy, with acanthus type low foliage and
brilliantly coloured flowers carried high on long
stems, in white, or pink, or bright orange to
deep red. Oriental Poppies are very easily
grown from seed, but the seeds are smaller than
those of the proverbial mustard, and will need
to be mixed with fine sand or flour to get an
even distribution when sowing.
The Hardy Border Carnation is a “must”
for all borders, if a little old builders’ plaster
is dug in before planting in a sunny position
it will thrive quite happily, and supply both
cut flowers for the house and an excellent
corsage for one’s wife. They can easily be
reproduced by layering and, with a little care,
several plants will be obtained from the original.
Layering is a simple and easy method of propag
ation for amateurs. Select a non-flowering
shoot in June or July and with a sharp knive
(a razor blade is an excellent substitute) cut in
an upward direction from just below a joint,
through the centre of the joint, to just above,
but not through, the stem. This will leave the
shoot only half attached to the plant. A pocket
of sandy soil is placed in the ground immediately
below the incision, so that the shoot can be
pegged down into the prepared soil. New roots
will form from the incised joint, and the new plant
so formed can be cut off from the parent plant
at the end of the summer. For a selection,
the varieties: Afton Waters—pink; Edenside
White—pure white; Beauty of Cambridge—
yellow; Fiery Cross—red; Robin Thain—white,
edged scarlet; Consul—orange; will please and
delight everyone.
No one can deny knowing or seeing a Lupin
in its usual blue form, but how many deny
themselves the beauty of other colours for the
sake of a little effort 7 The Lupin readily
grows from seed, especially if the skin (or hard
case) is chipped with a pair of tweezers before
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sowing. Many people believe that the Lupin
reverts to the usual blue form: this is definitely
not true. The so-called reversion is due to the
original plant dying off, from attack by slugs
or other causes, and the self sown seed from
the original plant growing in its place. These
seeds contain a large amount of blue in their
heritage and thus will be predominately blue.
In a nursery where pollination is controlled, seeds
are obtained with other colours predominating
in their make-up, thus packets of seeds with
mixed colours are obtainable. Lupins may be
purchased as plants, of a particular colour or
colours, but are expensive. One word of warn
ing: when digging up the full grown seedlings,
to transplant to the permanent border, one
might find on the roots small nodules which
look like a sign of disease. These nodules are,
in fact, formed by nitrogen producing bacteria
and are helpful to the life of the plant. This is
common to all the pea family of which the
Lupin is a member.
Mid-Summer: July to August
A valuable and necessary addition to the back
row of our hardy border is the Delphinium
which blooms early in this period. They are
easily grown from seed but are less trouble
if young plants are purchased. The firm of
Blackmore and Langdon will supply rooted
cuttings of named varieties at two-thirds of the
catalogue price if ordered in May or June.
If, however, a friend has a delphinium of a

colour which you would like, cuttings are
reasonably easy to take. Take the cuttings
when growth is about four inches high, by
cutting a healthy looking shoot through the
whitish part below ground level as close to the
main root as possible. Strip off the lower leaves
to leave only the few at the top.

Plant the

cutting in sandy soil, or vermiculite, and erect
a miniature greenhouse over it (using a large
upturned jam jar or fish bowl) until the cutting
looks as if it is starting to grow. For the few
weeks of this period, attention is demanded
in wiping the condensation from the inside of
the glass. On no account must the cutting be
allowed to come into contact with the glass or
it will spoil.
No garden is worth calling a garden, according
to a woman, unless it supplies cut flowers for
the house. in our efforts to reduce work we
must not forget this point. Otherwise we shall
undoubtedly receive a very sharp reminder
usually whilst having a quiet nap in a deck chair
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on a Sunday afternoon when the usual painful
comparisons will be drawn
The first choice would go to the Erigerons as
a cut-and-come-again flower. They have been
known in a good season to extend their flowering
period from June until the first frost, in flower

per stem which is required when exhibiting.
Assuming that the reader would rather allow

Erigerons are similar to the Michaelmas Daisy

Chatsworth, Radar, Hurricane and Florence
Horwood are often grown in public parks

and vary in colour in pleasing shader of mauveblue, lilac or pink.
Helenium is another cut-and-come-again. The
reddy bronze variety, Moerheim Beauty, and
Coreopsis-Baden Gold, with its large golden

flowers, are both prolific in blooming.
Aquilegia, the cultivated form of the common
Columbine, is a perfect ladies’ flower, It has
a delicate trumpet-form flower, in pastel shades,
or strongly contrasting colours of either red or

blue petals with white trumpet.
Achillea (Milfoil or Yarrow), with its red,
white or yellow plate-like clusters of flowers
carried high, will make an interesting addition
to the border or vase. Gypsophila, is a “must”
for cutting purposes and gives pleasing billowy
clouds of white or pink in the border. The
double white variety, Bristol Fairy, is the
favourite. Pyrethrums, excellent as cut flowers,
and popular with the florist for this reason, will
keep the vases full, as well as adding bright
splashes of colour to the border.
Not especially good for cutting, the perennial
Phlox is a popular and worthy addition to the
hardy border. Given plenty of sunshine and
moist, cool root run (a good thick mulch helps)
it will thrive in any border.
Late Summer: September to October
Towards the end of the summer we look,

quite naturally, to the every popular Chrysan
themum. The type of Chrysanthemum that is
suitable for the border is the “Early Flowering”
type. These, according to the rules of the game,
should be ones that will flower in open ground,
without protection, for three consecutive years
before the first of October. Notwithstanding

the prosaic language sometimes employed by
nurserymen to describe their produce, it is still
a good idea to purchase only those in the Early
Flowering section clearly marked as blooming
early or in the middle of the Chrysanthemum
season, and to avoid the late blooming varieties.
For general purposes, the Chrysanthemum is
allowed to grow as it will, or technically speaking,

allowed to spray, that is to flower as a cluster
of smaller blooms rather than as one big bloom

his Chrysanthemums to spray, avoid in your

selection the whites, pinks and pastel shades,
as these colours tend to become rather “wishy
washy” when grown in this way. The varieties
(an excellent guide to reliability) and will give
good return in flowers for very little attention.
Those who already have in the garden Chrysan
themums that bloom late, and are spoilt by bad

weather, should try nipping off the growing point
of the stem early in the year when the plant is

about eight to nine inches high. Then at least
three pairs of leaves remain which will cause
the side growth to start sooner than nature
intended and flowers to form earlier.
Another

variety

of Chrysanthemum,

now

readily available on the market, is the Pompon
type usually shorter in habit than the Earlies.
It forms an effective clump with its bright
button size flowers in various colours.
Last but not least, in the border, comes the

Michaelmas Daisy family. Here is variety in
abundance and a colour range of blues, reds and
pinks. The height varies from nine inches up to
six feet. For the front of the border, plant the
small Little Boy Blue and Pink Pyramid: for gen

eral height of about three feet, try Marie Ballard
with its double blooms of powder blue; Picture—
demi double, carmine with gold centre; Mod
erator—deep violet; or Crimson Brocade—red.
The number of different types of plants suitable

to include in any selection for a hardy border
is almost endless. But those mentioned so far,
have all been proved and tried, and will give
colour and interest throughout the summer,
and perhaps only to a lesser extent if we do not

have a summer
They will adapt themselves to the border
readily if planted in the Spring, and, except
perhaps for the Delphiniums, give flowers the
first year. It is advisable to stake all of them

securely against the wind and heavy rains. The
neatest way of doing this is to use pea sticks
concealed inside the foliage of the plant, or stout

bamboo canes for the Deiphiniums.
Spacing the plants about 2-- to 3 feet apart
allows them to grow into effective clumps.

If

planted too close together they will need to
be dug up and divided more frequently.
Continued on page 12.
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Continued on page 12.
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Per ardua ad asbestos
A conflagration (other than small),
can be a danger to us all,
We’ve read the memo on the wall,
“First Aid and Fire”.
Weve never really understood
extiiguishers, we feel 1i’e should,
We’ll have to contact Mr. Wood,
in case offire.
We think it is a good idea,
(t ho’ probably not allowed Ifear),
to fill the buckets up with beer,
in case offire.
Though R.7v1.’s quite a decent bloke,
His pipe does often make us choke,
We mustn’t treat it as a joke,
in case of fire.
While smoking in the lift one day,
He niade poor William lose his way,
We’ll have to install G.C.A.,
in case offire.
We only hope that Miss Dc Bell,
to safrty leads our girls as well,
and don’t forget the files for Shell,
in case offire.
The rest room’s handy, can’t you see,
For most of us have got a key,
We’ll queue in pairs from nine till three,
in case offire.
If you’re in need of some first aid,
it’s in the cupboard, well arrayed,
But gin’s inflanunable we’re afraid,
in case offire.
To walk in orderly array,
is just one rule we must obey,
No rushing back to g’t our pay
in case offire.
KING-FULLER.

(G.C.A.: Ground Control Approach.)

ATHLETICSMANSHIP—continued from p. 6.
Jack sewn on the left breast, and a vest with
red, white and blue hoops. On the other hand,
the correct dress for an important meeting at the
White City is an old pair of corduroy slacks
and a gardening pullover instead of a track-suit,
and an unusual vest. Vests originating in un
known American colleges are very popular as
they fulfil the requirements of being both obscure
and lurid. Much skill and knowledge was
shown when Surrey County chose old gold as
a vest colour because, not only are the vests
lurid but, in a tight finish, they can be seen easily
by short-sighted judges.
Not only individuals but organisations practise
Athleticsmanship; our very own athletics author
ities ask everyone to warm up on a track which
is a quarter of a mile from the White City
dressing rooms so that one has plenty of time
to warm-down when returning from warming
up. F ye often wondered how foreign com
petitors, sometimes from countries with magnifi
cent new stadia, with adjacent practice grounds,
view this little joke. However, such actions are,

perhaps, better called Officialmanship, and this
subject calls for a separate study.
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Nyasaland newsletter
This is how a recent issue of the Nyasaland

Times described the present situation in the
country

so

far

as

development

works

are

concerned:
MILLIONS
MISSING
Investments
Halts
Huge
Future
Uncertain
THE

More than £7 million pounds worth of
development schemes for Nyasaland have been
completely withdrawn or put on the shelf.
“The bottom has dropped out of the building
industry.” Business imports are down by
two-thirds.

All this has happened during the

last 18 months b2cause of “the uncertain
political situatiofl’.
“The catastrophic situation in the building
industry, one of the largest employers of

labour, is not only hitting the small man,”
said the director of a world famous building

GARDENING NOTES—continued from p. 11.
Where the reader adopts the suggestion of
edging the lawn with some form of paving,
the hard line of the border can be broken up
with low spreading perennials such as Aubretia,
Iberis (perennial Candytuft) and Pinks, by
allowing these to grow over the edges on to the

paving.
The following firms are recommended.

They

have been found to give sound advice generously
and supply good quality stock at a fair price.

Deiphiniums:
Blackmore & Langdon, Bath, Somerset.
Trises and Pompon Chrysanthemums:
The Orpington Nurseries, Orpington, Kent.

Hardy Herbaceous Plants:
John Waterer, Sons & Crisp, Ltd., Twyford,
Berks.
Carnations and Pinks:
Lindabruce Nurseries Ltd., Lancing, Sussex.
Chrysanthemums:
H. Woolman & Son Ltd., Shirley, Birming
ham.
Peonies:
Keiway & Son Ltd., Langport, Somerset.

company. “There is no private building work
in the whole country. Without Government
contracts we would have had to pack our
bags and pull out long ago.”

in charge of the construction of this scheme, which
is expected to be completed in about 18 months.
During this period it is not essential for the
firm to maintain an office in Nyasaland and

since, owing to the situation described earlier,
no further assignments have come our way,
the intention is for Mr. G. A. Edington, the
Resident Partner, to transfer to Nigeria at the

beginning of May. However, he will be returning
to Nyasaland at intervals to keep an eye on
things, so the firm will not be severing its con
nection with Nyasaland compl2tely just yet.
The Walker’s Ferry Scheme has been an
interesting project to design, since it involves
pumping water from the Shire River up to
Blantyre/Limbe, a distance of some 30 miles
and a rise in level of about 2,800 feet. As
can be imagined, the pressures are fairly high
and it was decided to pump in two stages.
The scheme therefore consists of an Intake
Structure on the Shire River which will incor
porate low lift pumps, pumping to the Treatment
Works situated close by. From the Treatment

various water schemes for the last six years

Works the treated water is pumped to Chileka,
which is about 10 miles from Blantyre and
where the balancing tank and the second stage
pumping station will be constructed. From
Chileka water is pumped to a three million gallon
capacity reservoir near Blantyre, and from there
part of the water only is boosted by a small
pumping station to another reservoir of two
million gallon capacity situated at Limbe. The
reason for introducing a booster station between
the two towns was that Limbe lies beyond
Blantyre and at a higher level, and it would
have been uneconomical to site the Blantyre
reservoir high enough to supply Limbe by gravity.
The total value of the contracts for both supply
of materials and construction is about £23
million. This may sound rather a lot of money
for a scheme which is designed initially to provide
two million gallons a day, but it is only the
first stage of a ten million gallons a day scheme
and many sections of the present contracts are
related to future stages. For example, the

has now taken over as Chief Resident Engineer

Continued on page 18.

The Nyasaland firm has been operating in
this country for almost thirteen years and one
cannot help feeling a little sad at the prospect

of packing up.

However, the firm has a record

to be proud of, and works done under our

control include airfields, roads, bridges and
water schemes, the most recent of these being
the Walker’s Ferry Scheme for the augmentation
of the water supply for Blantyre/Limbe. This
scheme was reported upon early in 1958 and
at the end of that year the firm was instructed

to proceed to contract stage.

During 1959

and 1960 the eight contracts comprising the
scheme were prepared, and in February, 1961,

the report on the last of the contracts was
submitted to the firm’s clients, the Mudi River
Water Board. Work is already in hand on the
pipelaying contract and the civil engineering
construction is now starting. David Ruxton
who has been the firm’s Chief Assistant on the

PONTIFACT No. 2

12

Per ardua ad asbestos
A conflagration (other than small),
can be a danger to us all,
We’ve read the memo on the wall,
“First Aid and Fire”.
Weve never really understood
extiiguishers, we feel 1i’e should,
We’ll have to contact Mr. Wood,
in case offire.
We think it is a good idea,
(t ho’ probably not allowed Ifear),
to fill the buckets up with beer,
in case offire.
Though R.7v1.’s quite a decent bloke,
His pipe does often make us choke,
We mustn’t treat it as a joke,
in case of fire.
While smoking in the lift one day,
He niade poor William lose his way,
We’ll have to install G.C.A.,
in case offire.
We only hope that Miss Dc Bell,
to safrty leads our girls as well,
and don’t forget the files for Shell,
in case offire.
The rest room’s handy, can’t you see,
For most of us have got a key,
We’ll queue in pairs from nine till three,
in case offire.
If you’re in need of some first aid,
it’s in the cupboard, well arrayed,
But gin’s inflanunable we’re afraid,
in case offire.
To walk in orderly array,
is just one rule we must obey,
No rushing back to g’t our pay
in case offire.
KING-FULLER.

(G.C.A.: Ground Control Approach.)

ATHLETICSMANSHIP—continued from p. 6.
Jack sewn on the left breast, and a vest with
red, white and blue hoops. On the other hand,
the correct dress for an important meeting at the
White City is an old pair of corduroy slacks
and a gardening pullover instead of a track-suit,
and an unusual vest. Vests originating in un
known American colleges are very popular as
they fulfil the requirements of being both obscure
and lurid. Much skill and knowledge was
shown when Surrey County chose old gold as
a vest colour because, not only are the vests
lurid but, in a tight finish, they can be seen easily
by short-sighted judges.
Not only individuals but organisations practise
Athleticsmanship; our very own athletics author
ities ask everyone to warm up on a track which
is a quarter of a mile from the White City
dressing rooms so that one has plenty of time
to warm-down when returning from warming
up. F ye often wondered how foreign com
petitors, sometimes from countries with magnifi
cent new stadia, with adjacent practice grounds,
view this little joke. However, such actions are,

perhaps, better called Officialmanship, and this
subject calls for a separate study.

13

1961

EASTER

Nyasaland newsletter
This is how a recent issue of the Nyasaland

Times described the present situation in the
country

so

far

as

development

works

are

concerned:
MILLIONS
MISSING
Investments
Halts
Huge
Future
Uncertain
THE

More than £7 million pounds worth of
development schemes for Nyasaland have been
completely withdrawn or put on the shelf.
“The bottom has dropped out of the building
industry.” Business imports are down by
two-thirds.

All this has happened during the

last 18 months b2cause of “the uncertain
political situatiofl’.
“The catastrophic situation in the building
industry, one of the largest employers of

labour, is not only hitting the small man,”
said the director of a world famous building

GARDENING NOTES—continued from p. 11.
Where the reader adopts the suggestion of
edging the lawn with some form of paving,
the hard line of the border can be broken up
with low spreading perennials such as Aubretia,
Iberis (perennial Candytuft) and Pinks, by
allowing these to grow over the edges on to the

paving.
The following firms are recommended.

They

have been found to give sound advice generously
and supply good quality stock at a fair price.

Deiphiniums:
Blackmore & Langdon, Bath, Somerset.
Trises and Pompon Chrysanthemums:
The Orpington Nurseries, Orpington, Kent.

Hardy Herbaceous Plants:
John Waterer, Sons & Crisp, Ltd., Twyford,
Berks.
Carnations and Pinks:
Lindabruce Nurseries Ltd., Lancing, Sussex.
Chrysanthemums:
H. Woolman & Son Ltd., Shirley, Birming
ham.
Peonies:
Keiway & Son Ltd., Langport, Somerset.

company. “There is no private building work
in the whole country. Without Government
contracts we would have had to pack our
bags and pull out long ago.”

in charge of the construction of this scheme, which
is expected to be completed in about 18 months.
During this period it is not essential for the
firm to maintain an office in Nyasaland and

since, owing to the situation described earlier,
no further assignments have come our way,
the intention is for Mr. G. A. Edington, the
Resident Partner, to transfer to Nigeria at the

beginning of May. However, he will be returning
to Nyasaland at intervals to keep an eye on
things, so the firm will not be severing its con
nection with Nyasaland compl2tely just yet.
The Walker’s Ferry Scheme has been an
interesting project to design, since it involves
pumping water from the Shire River up to
Blantyre/Limbe, a distance of some 30 miles
and a rise in level of about 2,800 feet. As
can be imagined, the pressures are fairly high
and it was decided to pump in two stages.
The scheme therefore consists of an Intake
Structure on the Shire River which will incor
porate low lift pumps, pumping to the Treatment
Works situated close by. From the Treatment

various water schemes for the last six years

Works the treated water is pumped to Chileka,
which is about 10 miles from Blantyre and
where the balancing tank and the second stage
pumping station will be constructed. From
Chileka water is pumped to a three million gallon
capacity reservoir near Blantyre, and from there
part of the water only is boosted by a small
pumping station to another reservoir of two
million gallon capacity situated at Limbe. The
reason for introducing a booster station between
the two towns was that Limbe lies beyond
Blantyre and at a higher level, and it would
have been uneconomical to site the Blantyre
reservoir high enough to supply Limbe by gravity.
The total value of the contracts for both supply
of materials and construction is about £23
million. This may sound rather a lot of money
for a scheme which is designed initially to provide
two million gallons a day, but it is only the
first stage of a ten million gallons a day scheme
and many sections of the present contracts are
related to future stages. For example, the

has now taken over as Chief Resident Engineer

Continued on page 18.

The Nyasaland firm has been operating in
this country for almost thirteen years and one
cannot help feeling a little sad at the prospect

of packing up.

However, the firm has a record

to be proud of, and works done under our

control include airfields, roads, bridges and
water schemes, the most recent of these being
the Walker’s Ferry Scheme for the augmentation
of the water supply for Blantyre/Limbe. This
scheme was reported upon early in 1958 and
at the end of that year the firm was instructed

to proceed to contract stage.

During 1959

and 1960 the eight contracts comprising the
scheme were prepared, and in February, 1961,

the report on the last of the contracts was
submitted to the firm’s clients, the Mudi River
Water Board. Work is already in hand on the
pipelaying contract and the civil engineering
construction is now starting. David Ruxton
who has been the firm’s Chief Assistant on the

14

PONTIFACT

No. 2

EASTER

1961

The picture and the press cutting facing were

taken from the Sandbacli Chronicle, July 15, 1960.
“Long John” is six-foot-two John Smith, who
was a senior assistant engineer at the Sandbach
office until he joined Robertson Thain shortly
after this photograph was published on the
front page of the local paper—no connection
between the two events
John is still living
nearby, at Cranage, and has kept in touch with
his bowling opponents.
Gordon Wilson, who finished up as the Boss
at Sandbach, left there only a couple of weeks
ago. He should by now be on his way to
Nigeria, whilst his wife, Peggy, and young
Andy hope to follow on by sea as soon as their

THE CHANNEL TUNNEL—contd. fro,ii p. 7
Proposed tolls have been calculated on a basis
of “optimum returns’ after a study of the
probable traffic. The rate for cars would be
30 per cent. less than the present fares; that
for passengers would be only 5 per cent, less.
However, there would be scope for reduced
fares in off-peak periods, since the operational
cost of extra trains would be relatively small,
the bulk of the revenue being required for interest
on the capital expenditure. This factor would
be very important in assessing rates for freight

Long John sends down his first wood.

On his right, is Len Parker, and on his left are David Lyon and Gordon Wilson.

“Waste our lunch hour eating?”
SOMETIMES Long John and
the Boys get indigestion after
lunch at the Crosses, Sandbach—
but let us stress here and now
it’s got nothing to do with the
quality of the food. It’s just
the way the boys go about it,
and even an ostrich would have
digestive troubles if it took its
food the way they do.
You see, the boys look upon
eating in lunch time as a necessary
evil, something you’ve got to do
but which wastes some of the
valuable minutes of the hour
break, minutes which could be
spent on the Marriott House
bowling green.

Bitten by Bowls Bug
It started two years ago, when
Long John and his Boys were
thrown together from all parts

of the country into a Sandbach
office rigged up as temporary
headquarters for the building of
the new motorway. They went
for a stroll in the park, and one
of them, Sam Ronan, assistant
engineer from Tarporley, coaxed
them on to the green for a game.
From that moment on they
were bitten by the bowls bug.
They cut lunch break a little
and the practice grew until it is
now the finest of fine arts.
It’s down to a split second
time-table, and this is how it
goes:
12.45. Check weather: if fine,
phone Crosses Cafe and order
lunch (one course only) for two
minutes past one.
1.00. Leave office in The
Square, walk into Crown public

•

.

.

not likely, says Long John

house at front door, pick up
waiting glass of mild, drink it,
pay for it (money ready) and
walk out of back door.
1.02. Waitress puts four meals
on table (reserved) as Long John
and the boys walk in.
1.08. The meal finished, Long
John and the boys drink a cold
drink at the coLinter as they pay
for the meal and buy bar of
chocolate. All move across the
common eating bar of chocolate
en route for green.
Each gets his woods,
1.09.
the same ones each day, and play
until
1.58. When the winner is the
pair with the most points. No 21
or 15 up n nsense.
2.00. Back at office. All are
non-smokers, so don’t need a fag.

15

bungalow at Afam is completed. The writer
knows that those who have worked at Sandbach
with Gordon will want to wish him and his
family all the best in their new surroundings.
Len Parker, who, of all the Sandbach staff, has
had the longest continuous service there, married
a local girl and now has an eight-month old
son, the announcement of whose birth was
unfortunately omitted from the last number of
PONTIFACT.
Both Len and David Lyon, who
is marrying a girl from his home town of Preston
in April and has bought a bungalow at Brer2ton
only a mile from the proposed motorway, cxpect
to join the site staff when the South Cheshire
W.M.H.
Contract begins.

and savings of about 50 per cent. are envisaged
in this field with a consequent stimulus to trade.
The total cost of the tunnel is estimated at
£115 million. The Study Group believe this
can be raised on the world markets without
difficulty, but certain guarantees are required
from the British and French Governments.
It is with these Governments that the next
steps must lie.
It could be that in five years time we shall be

able to drive out of London, without any previous
arrangement, and be in France four hours later.

Nigeria newsletter
During the last year the nature of the work
here in Nigeria has changed from our usual
road works to more general Civil Engineering.
The various jobs are still pretty well scattered
over the country although they are mainly in
the northern region which, incidentally, has
quite a pleasant climate compared to Lagos
and the south. This climate belies the old
concept of the “white man’s grave”, which, in
any case, has been completely conquered by
modern appliances such as air conditioning,
refrigerators and all the other modern com
forts.
Our most northerly job is the Maiduguri/Bama
road which is near Lake Chad and 1,200 miles
from Lagos. The works are nearing completion
and have been of considerable interest as they
include the first sand bitumen base course to be
laid in Nigeria. The supervision is under the
control of John Gandy, whom Hong Kong

will no doubt remember. He is ably assisted
by Mike Earwaker, formerly in London Office,
and Adriaan Krose. Adriaan has been with us
since the early days in Nyasaland and has com
pleted eleven years with the firm.
Andy Kellam, who was in Maiduguri whilst
John Gandy was on leave, is now in Bida looking
after the survey for the model investigation of
the river, in connection with the river training
works for the Kaduna bridge. Andy, who is
also an old hand in Africa, took over from
Peter Erridge, who has gone on leave. He
has been joined by Derek Bew who has returned
to the fold after being away for some 18 months.
The main work being carried out at Bida at
present is the ground control for an aerial survey
of twelve miles of the river, together with detailed
survey of the proposed bridge site and a hydro
logical survey of the river itself.
Continued on page 28.
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Continued on page 28.
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Jackson of all trades

Staff news

C-’
hose who can boast that they have been
a sometime landlord to no less than
nine members of the staff must be few
and far between. It could hardly have happened
in any of the firm’s locations other than Cheshire,
a county renowned for its hospitality, and where,
of course, Mr. Jim Jackson was born and bred.
Mr. Jackson, already a septuagenarian, has
been host to this multitude all in the space of
the three years since the opening of the Sandbach
Office, at which he is a frequent caller. As
likely as not he will drop in quite early of a
morning. Perhaps he is about to attend the
auction sale which is conducted in the rooms
downstairs and has come to remind you what
a bargain he got last time when a solid oak
wardrobe was knocked down for thirty shillings.
He won’t accept a cup of tea, but refusal may
provide an excuse for him to sing the praises
of milk of which, he claims, he could drinka pinta
at any meal of the day. Then a parting shot
about the size of the breakfast consumed that
morning by David Lyon, the only resident chez
Jackson at present, and he’s off—or so you think.
You are just going to have a good chuckle
about “Old Jim”, when around the door the
whiskered face reappears with a grin as broad
as that of the Cheshire cat which so tantalised
Alice. Mr. Jackson forgot to say that the new
engineer whom he had not seen before would
be welcome to come for a meal at Broomcroft
any evening he liked.
Mr. Jackson has been a Jack of all trades and
master of not a few. He started as a builder
and was engaged on a number of churches and
chapels which sprang up in the county during
the first decade of the century. Later he joined
a Stockport brewery and built quite a number
of the local pubs and then, by way of a change,
went to work in the brewery. He boasts that,
unlike his mates, he was a strict teetotaler at the
time, but says that now he enjoys beer first
thing in the morning with bread and cheese—
Cheshire, of course, despite David’s claims for
the superiority of Lancashire.

Vet, undertaker, riding instructor (he was last
in the saddle six years ago) and deliverer of
steam-rollers for Fodens of Sandbach have
been some of the occupations of Mr. Jackson.
He tells the story of a long, slow, winter’s
journey to Nottingham with a roller. By evening
the tank was getting low and he couldn’t find
any water by the wayside. On discovering an
artificial pond he surreptitiously nipped out
with the hose to fill up, but, when there was only
six inches of water left, he noticed in the gloom
the flashing forms of goldfish. With that he
was back on the road in a trice and full steam
ahead for several miles
One might imagine that Mr. Jackson had
reached the twilight of his days, but he is still
very active, managing, as he does, his one acre
“estate” and the hen-houses containing nearly
a hundred birds. He thinks nothing of cutting
up an old apple tree (half a dozen this winter
already) into three-foot lengths, “bursting” them
and then walking a furlong with a length under
each arm.
The other members of the Jackson household
are his equally hospitable wife, his unmarried
brother, who as a young man sought his fortune
in Canada, and the engineer lodgers. The only
son of the family was killed in 1940 whilst
serving with the Welsh Guards, and so the
yeomen of Cheshire will one day suffer a great
loss when the name of Jackson is only a memory
of one who added lustre to their heritage,
laughter at their fireside and salt to their earth.
At times, when working in Sandbach, one
gets a feeling that life in London with all its
conventions is somewhat artificial. Does not
the friendly atmosphere of a province such as
Cheshire make a pleasant change to the cold
formality of the metropolis ? Would one, for
instance, ever see a dozen eggs on the corner
of a drawing board at head office? Unlikely—
leastwise not new-laid eggs presented that morn
ing by Mr. Jim Jackson.
W.M.H.

Congratulations to Cohn Smith who married
Olga Pye (late of Sloane Street) at All
Saints Church, Manor Park, London, on
February 24th, 1961.
We also understand that Michael Heard is
taking the plunge on March 25th.
*

*

*

in the forthcoming election, knowing
elected, he will contribute much to the
proceedings, as well as reducing the
age of the Council !
*

that, if
Council
average
F.J.P.

*

*

Since publication of the first number of
some members of the staff have
remembered that they had not reported additions
to their professional qualifications and/or their
families. Their visits to the Secretary’s office
to rectify the omissions disclosed the fact that
personal records were out of date in other
respects also. If you have any doubts as to the
particulars which you have disclosed to the firm,
please check with the Secretary’s office, as correct
and full information in the records may be to
your advantage someday, but this is not
R.M.
guaranteed !
PONTIFACT

We offer congratulations to:
Mr. and Mrs. R. Urquidi on the birth of a
daughter, Maria Elizabeth, on 17th August,
1960; Mr. and Mrs. Don Goodger, a daughter,
Katharine, on October 2nd; Mr. and Mrs. Alan
Hider, a son, Nicholas Mark, on November 22nd;
Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Hancock a son, Keith, on
December 23rd; Mr. and Mrs. John Wallace,
a daughter, Elizabeth Anne, on December 30th;
and Mr. and Mrs. Reg Wallace, a son, William
Edward, on January 19th, 1961.
*

*

*

The following returned to London office this
year from site appointments:
In January, 1961, from Maidstone, D. A.
Wainwright to R. P. Whiting’s section; and
from Maidenhead, C. A. Giller to B. A. Walker’s
section.
*

*

*

P. G. Clark and D. P. Bew returned to Africa
recently for a further tour in Nigeria.
*

*

*

The following have joined the staff in 1961:
Miss J. E. Becket, as General Office junior;
M. N. Nwosu (Nigerian student) appointed to
B. A. Walker’s section; Miss E. M. Bryant, as
shorthand-typist in our Glasgow office; Miss Z. S.
Neate, as shorthand-typist in the General office.
*

*

*

At a meeting of the Associate Members of
the Institution of Civil Engineers within the
firm, R. P. Whiting was chosen to be nominated
for inclusion, as an Associate Member, on the
list of names from which the Institution Council
for next year will be elected. We extend our
congratulations to him and wish him success

Post bag
To the Editors of Pontifact.

Sirs,
After your suggestion of a visit to “Graftons”
we decided to give the place a try. We set off
with great enthusiasm only to find a lack of
seating accommodation. The staff were most
unhelpful and possessed a “couldn’t care less”
attitude. We walked out in disgust with the
feeling that if we wore trousers instead of skirts,
we should probably have had much better service.
Trusting your next issue will provide a better
lunching suggestion,
Yours faithfully,
THE LADIES OF THE GENERAL OFFICE.
(You

are

quite

rig/li

about the trousers.

Voucher forgot to mention the important fact that
this IS really a “mcii only” pith. Why don’t YOU
let us have you,’ own recommendation of ‘‘1l’here

to go for luncheon”? Editors.)

______

__________
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Jackson of all trades

Staff news
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Hong Kong newsletter
With the departure of Russell SoLlthgate in
December and Michael La Touche in February
there are now no representatives of Binnie,
Deacon & GoLirley left in the Plover Cove and
Hebe Haven Joint Office here. Before he left
Michael La Touche presented an inscribed
silver tankard to be competed for in an annual
cricket match between teams representing (very
loosely) “Plover Cove” and “Shek Pik”, the
latter being a reservoir on Lan Tao Island for
which Binnie’s are the Consultants.
The inaugural match was played at the
Kowloon Cricket Club on Sunday, 26th FebrLlary.
The weather was perfect and it would be nice
to be able to say that the standard of cricket
was equally good, but such was hardly the case.
Shek Pik batted first and at one stage had lost
5 wickets for 31 runs. Flushed with this early
success Plover Cove apparently became over
confident, the batting stiffened and Shek Pik
finally scored 188 runs. Plover Cove’s innings
started disastrously, the first 6 wickets all falling
with less runs on the board than wickets down
David Coffey and Michael Guilford retrieved the
position somewhat but the last wicket fell with
the total at 105, leaving Shek Pik the winners
by 83 runs. In spite of this disheartening
result from our point of view, the game was
most enjoyable and appeared to give great
amusement to the spectators. We hope that
next year an equally light-hearted match will
produce a different result.
While still on sporting matters we should like
to congratulate David Coffey on reaching the
semi-finals of the Colony Squash Championship,
only to lose in four games to the eventual
Winner.
Work has now started on the first contracts
in connection with the Plover Cove Water Scheme.
These consist of the formation of access roads
and the earthworks for the Treatment Works.
The construction of the Airport Terminal
Building has also started.
Towards the end of last year Mr. Lindsay
gave a brief talk to the Kowloon Rotary Club

on some of the investigations carried out for
the Harbour Crossing Report and also spoke
to the Hong Kong University Engineering Society
on the subject of “Civil Engineering Specific
ations and Bills ofQuantities’. Reggie Millburn’s
paper on the investigation and design of the
Kowloon Foothils Road was discussed at a
meeting of the Engineering Society of Hong
Kong early in February .it was introduced by
H. P. Pooley and was well received.
We have recently had brief visits from Mr. H.
R. Lupton and from Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Fratar.
Mr. Lupton’s visit was a dual-purpose one,
primarily to attend his son’s wedding here and
also to familiarise himself with the Plover Cove
and Hebe Haven Scheme on which he is giving
advice to the Joint Engineers. Mr. Fratar is a
partner in the firm of Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy
Stratton of New York and will be known to
those concerned with the Glasgow Inner Ring
Road Scheme.
Footnote—Those who are familiar with Hong
Kong will no doubt have feelings of nostalgia
on learning that the Chinese New Year of the
Ox was welcomed with the usual two-day non
stop fusillade of fire-crackers
J.F.L.

NYASALAND NEWSLETTER
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optimum capacity of the pipeline now being

laid is 5. million gallons a day.
For the past year there has been a serious
water shortage in Blantyre and Limbe, resulting
in fairly severe rationing during the past few
months. However, the rainy season, which is
now nearing its end, has been very successful
and the various dams serving Blantyre and
Limbe are now overflowing. Rationing has
now ended and there is no cause for any further
concern between now and the time the new scheme
comes into operation.
G.A.E.
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A visit to Hammersmith Flyover
by Michael Heddon

amrnersmith is at present the scene
of civil engineering activity in the
form of a new 16-span flyover to act
as a traffic artery from London to its airport

and to the West. it was to this site that a party
organised by the Association of London Gradu
ates and Students of the institution of Civil
Engineers paid a visit on the morning of
January 14th, 1960.
At Hammersmith the main route to the West
converges and intersects the complicated net
work of local roads serving the district. The
planning authorities decided that the best

solution to the problem would be to separate
completely the through traffic from the local
traffic, by constructing an east-west viaduct to
carry the main road over the congested area.
The chief criterion in the design of the flyover
was to utilise as little space as possible for the
supports, in order that existing traffic conditions
would not be interfered with during the period
of construction. Hence a prestressed concrete
structure with its associated long spans, and
with the roadway cantilevered from single central
piers was considered to offer the best solution.
in addition to these advantages, a prestressed
structure allowed for building a large proportion

changes.

The superstructure is a continuous

hollow spine beam consisting of beam segments
8 ft. 6 in. long and 26 ft. wide, alternating with
12 in. thick cantilever units acting as diaphragms
for the beam segments and also supporting the
road slabs. The two precast units are con
nected with 3 in. ut-situ joints, and the whole

is stressed longitudinally with four l in. diameter
cables which pass through the spine beam in
four clusters, one cluster on each side of each
inner web.
Within the beam sections, some of which weigh
nearly 60 tons, are contained the service pipes,
including electricity cables for road lighting and
heating. The road slab is 8 in. thick, precast,

and spans between the cantilever units.
The beam sections immediately over the
columns are prestressed to the columns, the bars
passing down the walls of the columns and being
enclosed in the bases. The longitudinal wires
prestress two adjacent spans and overlap on
a principle similar to that of staggered lap lengths

for ordinary reinforcing steel. The wires are
anchored in the top of the beam sections and pro
vision is made for re-stressing the cables six

weeks after their initial stressing. Thus each
span can be stitched in turn to the previously
stressed spans.
Erection is facilitated by the use of a gantry

of the flyover, away from the constricted site,
in the form of precast units. After the main
visit, a coach took participants out to the casting
yards at Heston to watch these units being
made.

crane specially designed by the contractors.

The flyover, together with its two approach
ramps has a total length of 2,831 ft., and is
arranged in 16 spans, a typical span being 140 ft.
There are two 24 ft. carriageways and the total
width of the structure is 61 ft. The column
foundations are simple reinforced concrete
spread footings with roller bearings for the
columns to accommodate longitudinal movement
caused by shrinkage, creep and temperature

A final refinement in the flyover will be
heating cables embedded in the surfacing when

This

picks up the beam section at the approach ramp,

moves along rails set near the edges of the
beam, and lowers the section into position.
The rails are then extended ready for the next
operation.

the structure has been completed. These are
switched on automatically only when conditions
of both temperature and humidity are such that
ice can form.

___________
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CRICKET FIXTURES 1961
Date/Time

Sports club notes
Squash

1960/61

This season has so far proved to be no less
successful, and perhaps, within the firm, even
more active than the previous two or three.
The ladder, having had the dust removed from
it, is once again the means by which players are
selected to represent the firm in matches, and
this has allowed a number of new players to
demonstrate their skill at Ealing Squash Courts.
The following have represented the Club
regularly: The President, R. W. Hawkey, Cohn
Smith, Brian Pritchard, Jack Parker, and, until
his unfortunate ski-ing accident, Steve Armitage.
While all have undoubtedly played to the best
of their ability, Jack Parker has probably shown
the greatest playing initiative which has resulted
in a number of personal victories. Nobody,
however, has shown any lack of initiative in the
bar afterwards, and their continued support is
greatly appreciated. Those who have played
in matches occasionally are: Mike Heddon,
Brian Simmonds, Zach Matthews, and, of course,
Andrew Maslowicz, who, before the commence
ment of his game, gave a demonstration not
unlike that of a prize fighter loosening up,
followed this by a few quick warming shots,
and then proceeded to annihilate his opponent
with strokes that would have brought a discreet
round of applause on the centre court at
Wimbledon.
The ladder, as mentioned earlier, has been
subject to constant revision throughout the
season. John Hall and Brian Simmonds pro
vided a large proportion of the finance necessary
to undertake the redecoration of Dolphin Square
Squash Courts, and Ken Innes has challenged
just about everybody within reach with, we
understand, a modicum of success. Alan Hider,
Michael Britnell, Pat Bruce, Donald Botting,
John Berry, Robin Osborne, Peter Heath,
Arthur Pollack and Reg Ready have played at
Dolphin Square from time to time, grateful for
the chance of a little winter exercise and enter
tainment at the firm’s expense. Up to now

the ladies have not yet put in an appearance
although the Club can provide for them a
racquet, a ball, and a choice of healthy partners.
Lastly, our regards to Richard Colman and
Brian McKenna whom we hope have found
facilities for improving their game sufficiently to
win a few matches on their return.
N. leS. B.

Cricket

1961

in a little more than eight weeks we shall play
the first match of what promises to be the best
season yet.
Last April, Morris Hopkins sent out an appeal
for fast bowlers who could maintain length,
direction and speed. Our need for two such
gentlemen is as great as ever. The fielding during
the closing games of 1960 was keen enough to
improve many of the bowling averages. Also
some useful middle order batsmen appeared,
but we still require a pair of consistent openers.
The fixtures so far confirmed all fall within a
period of about six weeks so that the more people
we can call upon, the better. Anyone who is
new to the firm since last August and who
enjoys playing cricket and drinking beer is
urged to declare himself (Ext. 66).
Last year’s events were very fully covered in
the Christmas Number of PONTIFACT, and it
is hoped that those whose chests swelled with
pride when they read of their achievements will
come forward to collect further honours.
We would be very pleased to hear from Over
seas Staff coming home on leave this summer,
and who will be available to play.
To the Richard Costain Sports Club and the
Long Ditton Cricket Club, whose hospitality
has made this season possible, we extend our
best wishes for 1961. We hope that these two
clubs win all their matches, except the ones in
which they play us.
N.A.W.

Opponents

Home/Away

Venue

Wed., May 3 1st, 5.30 p.m.

Long Ditton CC. 2nd Xi

Long Ditton Cricket C.

Away

Sat., June 3rd, 2.0 p.m...

Richard Costain’s 2nd Xl

R.C. Sports Club,
New Maiden

Away

Thurs., June 8th, 5.30 p.m.

Binnie, Deacon &
Gourlay

Long Ditton Cricket C.

Home

Thurs., June 22nd

Preece, Cardew & Rider

Battersea Park

Away

President’s Match

Long Ditton Cricket C.

Fri., June 23rd, 5.0 p.m.

..

.

.

..

..

Wed., June 28th, 5.30 p.m.

Sir Alexander Gibb&
Partners

R.C. Sports Club,
New Maiden

Home

Fri., June 30th, 2.0 p.m.

Nyasaland Leopards..

Long Ditton Cricket C.

Away

Thurs., July 6th, 5.0 p.m.

Sir Robert McAlpine
& Sons

Long Ditton Cricket C.

Away

Wed., July 12th, 5.30 p.m.

R. Travers Morgan
& Partners

R.C. Sports Club,
New Maiden

50/50

..

Laii’ii Tcmiis 1961
I trust that by the time these notes are read,
weather more suitable for summer sports will
either be with us, or at least just around the corner.
With these thoughts in mind and coupled with
the knowledge that previous tennis meetings at
l-l.Q. have been somewhat sparsely attended,
I will briefly outline the organisation of tennis,
as it affects London-based staff, in the hope
that more people will take advantage of the
facilities available in this section of the Sports
Club.
Social and inter-section games are usually
played on the Public Courts in Battersea Park.
One should not be put off by the thought that
it is difficult to arrange a court at your con
venience in a park. It is a simple matter to
telephone MAC 1741 (this number connects
you with the “booking office” maintained by
the L.C.C. Parks Department, for the purpose
of arranging tennis coLlrt hirings) approximately
48 hours prior to the time you wish to play.
Court hiring fees are generously reimbursed by
the Sports Club, and also tennis bails are pro-

vided. Battersea Park Station is easily accessible
from Victoria, and the courts and changing rooms
are less than ten minutes walk away—that is
before you have played ! Members of the
staff have said to me in the past that they didn’t
play tennis because they were self conscious
about the standard of their play. May I say
here and now that playing standards on the
whole throughout the firm are not unduly high,
and new players should never worry themselves
on this count.
There is an inter-section lawn tennis cup
competition which is played annually on a
league basis, the individual league winners
competing in the Final. This is an excellent
competition, inasmuch as it promotes inter
section meetings both sporting and social, and
I trust that all members of the staff will give
the competition their support this coming season.
Unfortunately last season a Final was not played
due to the weather conditions that prevailed
and the Cup for 1960 is shared jointly between
Headquarters Section and McDermott’s Section.
However, this year I hope will see the CLIp
moved to a new home.
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CRICKET FIXTURES 1961
Date/Time

Sports club notes
Squash

1960/61
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of their ability, Jack Parker has probably shown
the greatest playing initiative which has resulted
in a number of personal victories. Nobody,
however, has shown any lack of initiative in the
bar afterwards, and their continued support is
greatly appreciated. Those who have played
in matches occasionally are: Mike Heddon,
Brian Simmonds, Zach Matthews, and, of course,
Andrew Maslowicz, who, before the commence
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I trust that by the time these notes are read,
weather more suitable for summer sports will
either be with us, or at least just around the corner.
With these thoughts in mind and coupled with
the knowledge that previous tennis meetings at
l-l.Q. have been somewhat sparsely attended,
I will briefly outline the organisation of tennis,
as it affects London-based staff, in the hope
that more people will take advantage of the
facilities available in this section of the Sports
Club.
Social and inter-section games are usually
played on the Public Courts in Battersea Park.
One should not be put off by the thought that
it is difficult to arrange a court at your con
venience in a park. It is a simple matter to
telephone MAC 1741 (this number connects
you with the “booking office” maintained by
the L.C.C. Parks Department, for the purpose
of arranging tennis coLlrt hirings) approximately
48 hours prior to the time you wish to play.
Court hiring fees are generously reimbursed by
the Sports Club, and also tennis bails are pro-

vided. Battersea Park Station is easily accessible
from Victoria, and the courts and changing rooms
are less than ten minutes walk away—that is
before you have played ! Members of the
staff have said to me in the past that they didn’t
play tennis because they were self conscious
about the standard of their play. May I say
here and now that playing standards on the
whole throughout the firm are not unduly high,
and new players should never worry themselves
on this count.
There is an inter-section lawn tennis cup
competition which is played annually on a
league basis, the individual league winners
competing in the Final. This is an excellent
competition, inasmuch as it promotes inter
section meetings both sporting and social, and
I trust that all members of the staff will give
the competition their support this coming season.
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due to the weather conditions that prevailed
and the Cup for 1960 is shared jointly between
Headquarters Section and McDermott’s Section.
However, this year I hope will see the CLIp
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The Match Fixture List for the coming season
is not completely finalised, but details at present
are:
1st June—Sir Robert McAlpine Sports Club
—Mixed Doubles—Home
15th June—Binnie, Deacon & Gourley
—Men’s Doubles—Home
5th July---Sir Robert McAipine Sports Club
—Mixed Doubles Away
12th July—Binnie, Deacon & Gourlay
—Men’s Doubles--Away
19th July——The Guinness Club
—Mixed Doubles--Away
16th Aug.—The Guinness Club
—Mixed Doubles Home
Alexander
Gibb & Partners
1—Sir
D
—Men’s Doublesto J
arranged —Richard Costain Sports Club
—Men s Doubles-••
-

--

1

Finally, I should add that I will be pleased
to answer any queries in regard to the Tennis
Club at any time.
B.H.C.
*

Sailing

*

*

No. 2
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dirty work !) has to paddle the boat home while
the helmsman sits back comfortably looking on.
“Mianje” does not possess an outboard motor
She is at present being “done up” for the
spring and will be ready for her adventures
in April. A meeting of all those interested
in sailing “Mianje” will be held at the beginning
of April. Any ideas, questions and suggestions
will be very much welcomed before, and at the
meeting, which we hope will be well attended.
M.W.
*

*

*

Theatre review
by Finola Homji’ey
“The Connection” (Duke of York’s)

cI

Golf
The President of the Sports Club has asked
me to enquire whether there are any players
in the firm. It has been decided to hold a golf
meeting (probably in Surrey) during the summer
when the competition for Measor’s Mashie,
as suggested by Niblick in a recent letter to
the Editors, will be held. Will any potential
golfers, therefore, give their names to me by
the end of April 7
W.M.H.

1961

We look forward to a good season this
summer—and hope that many more members
of the firm will take advantage of sailing
“Mlanje”, a G.P. 14 ft. dinghy.
“Mianje” is kept at Aliens Boat Yard on
Ash Island, whence she can be sailed up river to
Hampton, Sunbury and even Walton-on-Thames
(with the right winds !). There is a good train
service from Waterloo to Hampton Court, and
Aliens is but a few minutes walk from the
Station.
The boat can be booked for periods over
weekends, and it is also possible to sail her
during the long summer evenings. The helms
man responsible for the boat must have had
some sailing experience and can take out one
or two crews quite comfortably. They need
not have sailed before.
It is hoped many people will get pleasure from
sailing “Mlanje”. Sailing can be one of the most
exhilarating and exciting of sports with a tre
mendous challenge, and the thrill of a windy
day is something one never forgets. Equally,
those who like a pleasant sail up river on a
warm sunny afternoon, can ‘meander’ peace
fully along—too much so if the wind drops
and the poor crew (who must always do the

EASTER

J

his play by Jack Gelber had been running
in an off-Broadway theatre for 18 months
before travelling to London. It has no
plot, no beginning and no end. For two hours
and twenty-three minutes, exclusive of a tenminute interval, the actors improvise. Words
are given them to speak, but they are a secondary
consideration and used only to accelerate interest
and to illustrate characters. The scene is set
in a sordid backroom (owned by Leach—played
brilliantly by Mr. Warren Finnerty) which is
frequented by a miscellaneous gathering of
narcotics. You may condone, or you may
condemn; but either way you will not affect

them. They are out of reach and devoid of
any social obligations. To understand the
social significance of the play in New York,
it is necessary to know that in that city alone
there are some 25,000 narcotics. Every day the
newspapers report some drug addict tragedy.
There is no law to protect them: like so many
anti-social bodies, they rely on “The Connection”.
A lot of adverse criticism and publicity was
hurled at this play on its opening night in London.
A demonstration from hecklers was organised
by one of the daily newspapers. Indeed, even
when I met Mr. Warren Finnerty, he eyed
me with very great suspicion.

Nursery rhyme
Ten little engineers standing in a line,
A big contractor caught one and then there were nine.
Nine little engineers working out a rate,
One lost his slide rule and then there were eight.
Eight little engineers surveying down in Devon,
Drank rough cider and then there were seven.
Seven little engineers watching concrete mix,
One fril right in and then there were six.

Stage doorkeeper knocks on Warren Finnerty’s dressing im door. Some
seconds elapse and a very unfriendly, but most impressive Warren Finnerty
stands guarding the entrance.
W.F.

“Yes 7”
Silence.

F.H.

“You got my note 7”

W.F.

“Yes”.

Pause, while other metnhers of the cast /1/c past.
Silence.

Six little engineers learning how to drive,
One let go his ,nashie and then there were five.
Five little engineers sailing fr the shore,
Capsized “Mlanje” and then there were four.

F.H.
W.F.

“Well (pause).
“Yes 7”

Four little engineers as weary as could be,
One became a partner and then there were three.
Three little engineers not knowing what to do,
One went into ‘‘Admin’’ and then there were two.

F.H.

F.H. doesn’t even know what she’s saying now hut is just trying to save ‘fee’
in front of the stage doorkeeper.
“I would like to know something about your company.”

Two little engineers when the day was done,
Called in at the “Albert” and then there was one.
One little engineer tired of all the Jim,
Jumped from the sixthfloor and then there were none.
JEAN INNES.

I saw the show (pause).

It’s shaken me.

I don’t know what to say.”

(Mental Note: This is an impossible situation.)
Poor F.M. is quite unaware of Finnerty’s newspaper phobia, and that she is a
suspect. What did she say that made him silent 7 Maybe even the sensitive
Finnerty at last realises that she is not a journalist. Anyway, he allows her
to enter the nmm. What a relief, just to win the battle of pride. F.H. jumbles
in bag for cigarette: asks if she may smoke. Finnerty produces empty cigarette
box. apologises, and asks F.H. for imiatch fbr cigarette he’s been nursing jar
past five minutes.
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is not completely finalised, but details at present
are:
1st June—Sir Robert McAlpine Sports Club
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A demonstration from hecklers was organised
by one of the daily newspapers. Indeed, even
when I met Mr. Warren Finnerty, he eyed
me with very great suspicion.
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A big contractor caught one and then there were nine.
Nine little engineers working out a rate,
One lost his slide rule and then there were eight.
Eight little engineers surveying down in Devon,
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in front of the stage doorkeeper.
“I would like to know something about your company.”

Two little engineers when the day was done,
Called in at the “Albert” and then there was one.
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(Mental Note: This is an impossible situation.)
Poor F.M. is quite unaware of Finnerty’s newspaper phobia, and that she is a
suspect. What did she say that made him silent 7 Maybe even the sensitive
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W.F,

“Sit down, sit down.”
F.H. finally finds a cigarette. In her nervous state she sits herself on the edge
of the armchair, just to show that she is going to leave him in peace any moment.
By this time F.H. is aware of the presence of another person. But, incapable
of good ,nanners by how, she says nothing until Finnerty informs her that tile
third person li’as “cowboy”—the connection—in the play. At last intelligent
reaction from
F.I-I. She beams on the tall handsome negro actor, who looks
much kinder than Finnerty, and congratulates him on a magnificent performance.
He thanks her ‘itli perfect graciousness and makes his exit.
Dead silence.

W.F.

“What do you want to know ?“
“Method Acting ?“
“No, I’m not a method actor, but I went to the Method School.”
“I can imagine you in Restoration comedy.”

Fl-I.
W,F.
F.H.

last relaxes and smiles as though he means it.
the classics.
“Do YOu think that plays like this are of value ?“
“I think so, after all Gorki wrote social plays for Russia.”
“Yes, they had a revolution
Finnertv at

It is his ambition to

appear ill

F,H,
W.F.
F.H.
W.F,

“Yes, it did.

W.F.

“It had that effect on me when I first read it.”
“We have nothing comparable to this group work theatre here in London. You have
a living theatre” (the actors’ description for enthusiasm and vitality in acting).
(With broad grimi) “That’s what I called my theatre—The Living Theatre.”
(Amazed at he,’ oii’mi intuitive poii’ers) “Really ?“

W.F.
F.H.
W.F.

W.F,

F.H.
W.F.
F,l-1.

W. F.
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F. H., thinking of that old maxim ‘Actors are born, etc.’, but nevertheless aii’are
of what he means, realises how lucky the young actor is to have Finnerty to
help him.
They are now outside the Salisbury and Finnerty miusf breathe relief: the doors
are still open. They shake hands. Finnerty goes in Jbr a well earned dri,ik.
F.H. goes to tile tube alone, pondering on that great building in New York, which
will house brilliant actors like Finnertv; realising that in England, the theatre
is standing guard on very doubtful ground, never kno lying the niomnent it/zen
sonic smart Alec will buy the site and build a block of nuich needed offices or
department stores; remembering her own City of Dublin where tile recent death
of one benefuctor caused its only repertory theatre to close its doors.
But, make no mistake, the American theatre
company now playing at the Duke of York’s
is vital and experimental and I only wish I
could say that it will still be there when this
article comes into print. But I know it won’t.
The play is intimate, the Duke of York’s is
much too big. Though how a small theatre

would react to all that wonderfLll jazz I don’t
know. Anyway, good luck to Mr. Warren
Finnerty and his dreams, I’ve no doubt at
all that he’ll be back in full glory one day.
I-fe assured me that he loved London and liked
being here, despite the newspapers and their
practical jokes,

Charivari

Kendal newsletter

Telegrams exchanged on February 23rd, 1961,
the day on which tenders were invited for the
construction of the South Cheshire section of the
Birmingham-Preston Motorway:
SANDBACH TO KENDAL
ONLY TOP
PEOPLE READ THE TIMES SO YOU MAY
NOT HAVE SEEN OUR ADVERTISEMENT
TO-DAY
STOP
BIG
BROTHER
IN
CHESHIRE CAN NOW SIT BACK AND
WATCH YOU.
KENDAL TO SANDBACH
HAVE HIT
TENDER SPOT STOP PECUNIARY POSI
TION PREVENTS PURCHASE PRICEY
PAPERS STOP LITTLE BROTHER HOPES
BIG BROTHER COMPLETES BY 1984.

For those of you who may be so misinformed
as to imagine that the office at the “Gateway to
the Lakes” is the firm’s rest centre, please
allow me to disillusion you.
We are investigating for the Ministry of
Transport all possible routes for the proposed
motorway extension from the Lancaster by-pass
to Penrith, We have to submit a Report
recommending the route to be adopted at the
end of the coming October, after which date
our future is rather indefinite. The length of
this section of motorway is about 40 miles,
and the various possible routes might include
a very high viaduct, a long tunnel or a series of
short tunnels. Our studies include local, urban
and traffic engineering problems, a meterological
survey and a ground investigation. Shortly to
be included in this work will be research into
suitable material for a subsequent edition of

“I can see this play had its effect on you.”
I don’t know what to say.”

F.H.
F.H.

EASTER

(Much more relaxed) “I started this company fifteen years ago.”
(F.H. thinks: what a wonderful way to spend Government gratuity.)
Further back chat. Then Finnerty jumps up, saying that he thinks it would
be most interesting to talk to F.H, again—during the day. But, alas, this cannot
be. F. H. is too busy filing time-sheets for engineers, so hope offurther meeting
looks hopeless.
“You know that a great experimental theatre is being built in New York. It’s going
to be wonderful.”
F. H., thinking of all the English theatres that are closing doii’m,, makes a mental
note to time all engineers to neglect their television sets and rush to support
their theatres. Let them fbrget about building that great National Theatre
on the South Bank, (Why this theatre has to be in such an inconvenient place
F. H. has never yet quite fzthomed, apart from its connections with Shakespeare,
who doesn’t give a hoot now anyway. After all, his name is assured of imuniortal—
itv: lie’s had no successor and nevc’r will have.) Finnerry now has his coat 011
and they walk down the alleyway and up St. Martin’s Lane in the direction of
the Salisbury (theatre pub).
“That young actor who played Ernie. May I just say I couldn’t hear him from the
gallery. Was it his Brooklyn accent ?“
“Nothing can be done.”
“But his movement was very good.”
“Nothing can be done. He isn’t trained.”

—

—

*

*

*

It has been suggested that Mrs. Hagan and
Mrs. Pettit should wear ten-gallon hats in their
little log cabin.
*

*

*

At the end of last year, and within the space
of one week, two popular lunchtime pubs, The
Queen’s Head and The Prince’s Head, were
shut down as their sites were to be redeveloped.
The first of our colleagues to hear this news
immediately announced in the office: “They’ve
closed the Heads for good”. There was a gasp
of relief when it was realised that our informant
had never served in the Royal Navy.

PONTIFACT,

At least ten per cent. of our enterprising staff
under R. A. Evans have a golf handicap of two,
ski, play good tennis, or garden; and all are
potential yachtsmen. Our small office opposite
the Bridge Hotel overlooks the River Kent,
where in the late Autumn the salmon can be
seen jumping the weir. We shall probably be
doing the same later this year.
A.C.J.P.
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W.F,
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reaction from
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He thanks her ‘itli perfect graciousness and makes his exit.
Dead silence.

W.F.

“What do you want to know ?“
“Method Acting ?“
“No, I’m not a method actor, but I went to the Method School.”
“I can imagine you in Restoration comedy.”

Fl-I.
W,F.
F.H.

last relaxes and smiles as though he means it.
the classics.
“Do YOu think that plays like this are of value ?“
“I think so, after all Gorki wrote social plays for Russia.”
“Yes, they had a revolution
Finnertv at

It is his ambition to

appear ill

F,H,
W.F.
F.H.
W.F,

“Yes, it did.

W.F.

“It had that effect on me when I first read it.”
“We have nothing comparable to this group work theatre here in London. You have
a living theatre” (the actors’ description for enthusiasm and vitality in acting).
(With broad grimi) “That’s what I called my theatre—The Living Theatre.”
(Amazed at he,’ oii’mi intuitive poii’ers) “Really ?“

W.F.
F.H.
W.F.

W.F,

F.H.
W.F.
F,l-1.

W. F.
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F. H., thinking of that old maxim ‘Actors are born, etc.’, but nevertheless aii’are
of what he means, realises how lucky the young actor is to have Finnerty to
help him.
They are now outside the Salisbury and Finnerty miusf breathe relief: the doors
are still open. They shake hands. Finnerty goes in Jbr a well earned dri,ik.
F.H. goes to tile tube alone, pondering on that great building in New York, which
will house brilliant actors like Finnertv; realising that in England, the theatre
is standing guard on very doubtful ground, never kno lying the niomnent it/zen
sonic smart Alec will buy the site and build a block of nuich needed offices or
department stores; remembering her own City of Dublin where tile recent death
of one benefuctor caused its only repertory theatre to close its doors.
But, make no mistake, the American theatre
company now playing at the Duke of York’s
is vital and experimental and I only wish I
could say that it will still be there when this
article comes into print. But I know it won’t.
The play is intimate, the Duke of York’s is
much too big. Though how a small theatre

would react to all that wonderfLll jazz I don’t
know. Anyway, good luck to Mr. Warren
Finnerty and his dreams, I’ve no doubt at
all that he’ll be back in full glory one day.
I-fe assured me that he loved London and liked
being here, despite the newspapers and their
practical jokes,

Charivari

Kendal newsletter

Telegrams exchanged on February 23rd, 1961,
the day on which tenders were invited for the
construction of the South Cheshire section of the
Birmingham-Preston Motorway:
SANDBACH TO KENDAL
ONLY TOP
PEOPLE READ THE TIMES SO YOU MAY
NOT HAVE SEEN OUR ADVERTISEMENT
TO-DAY
STOP
BIG
BROTHER
IN
CHESHIRE CAN NOW SIT BACK AND
WATCH YOU.
KENDAL TO SANDBACH
HAVE HIT
TENDER SPOT STOP PECUNIARY POSI
TION PREVENTS PURCHASE PRICEY
PAPERS STOP LITTLE BROTHER HOPES
BIG BROTHER COMPLETES BY 1984.

For those of you who may be so misinformed
as to imagine that the office at the “Gateway to
the Lakes” is the firm’s rest centre, please
allow me to disillusion you.
We are investigating for the Ministry of
Transport all possible routes for the proposed
motorway extension from the Lancaster by-pass
to Penrith, We have to submit a Report
recommending the route to be adopted at the
end of the coming October, after which date
our future is rather indefinite. The length of
this section of motorway is about 40 miles,
and the various possible routes might include
a very high viaduct, a long tunnel or a series of
short tunnels. Our studies include local, urban
and traffic engineering problems, a meterological
survey and a ground investigation. Shortly to
be included in this work will be research into
suitable material for a subsequent edition of

“I can see this play had its effect on you.”
I don’t know what to say.”

F.H.
F.H.

EASTER
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Where to go for Luncheon

Competitions page

by Voucher
No.

Church House Cafeteria

2

1.

0

the many places to lunch in the Victoria
Street area, the Church House Cafeteria
is one of the few where a substantial
and quick meal may be obtained. This eating
place is in Great Smith Street directly opposite
the Colonial Office and is about three minutes
walk from the office. The entrance is small
and easy to miss, but, once inside, you will
find a large hall with accommodation for about
a hundred people at tables for two and four.
Usually this cafeteria is not crowded, but on
occasions it may be, as it is used by many of
the delegates attending meetings at Church
I-louse. During Ecclesiastical Conferences it is
not unusual to find it full of gaitered bishops
or, in the summer months, the representatives
(ungaitered !) of a Townswomen’s Guild Rally
or Mothers’ Union Convention. Needless to
say, on these occasions if you are in a hurry,
it is best to try elsewhere for your meal.
The food is plain but well cooked here and
the menus have plenty of variety. There are
always at least half a dozen main courses to
choose from, including fish and a roast. The
price of this main course varies between 2/9
and 4/-, and this includes a choice of two vege
tables. Soup and fresh salads are always avail
able and, in the summer, the salads are crisp
and cool, straight from the refrigerator. A
sweet, or if you prefer it, an ice cream or a fruit
salad can be added to this for another 9d. or
1/-. In addition to these main items a variety
of snacks is always available, including sausages,
cheeses, biscuits and sandwiches.
One of the pleasant things about this cafeteria
is that there is plenty of iced water available
and the appropriate sauces and garnishes are
provided on the counter for you to help yourself.
Coftèe and tea are served at the counter and can
be collected at the end of your meal. tnd

Photographic Competition
The field for this competition is vast and,
therefore, three particular classes have been
selected. It is hoped that further opportunities
for the photographer will be announced on
this page in some future number, so that any
one whose best picture is excluded this time
may get another chance later. The Partners
have kindly offered a prize of a 20!- book token
to the winning entry in each of the following
classes:

Coope bottled beers, cider and soft drinks
are also sold at the counter.
There is no waitress service here and you must
collect your meal from the self service counter.
The only fault with Church House is that it is
often very noisy. Apart from this it is an ex
cellent place at which to eat. The quantity
and quality of food are well above average and
can be confidently recommended. If you are
prepared to spend two luncheon vouchers, or
to add 1/6 or 2/6 to one, you will find this a
most satisfying self service restaurant.
*

Class A
Subject

*

Editors’ Note
We are very interested to hear from readers
who try our suggestions and we are hoping
that they will contribute to this series. If you
know a restaurant or eating place which you
can recommend to others, why not write a
short article about it 7
(The Editors regret that articles on Hong Kong
Opium Dens cannot be printed in this series!)

Class B

“Close-up”. Distant view,
e.g., a
as opposed
portrait or to “closestill life
up”
study

Class C
IJnre
stricted

Film

Unrestricted

Unrestricted

35 mm.
colour

Size of
print or
slide

Plate or
half-plate

Plate

24 x 36 mm.
slide

Entries (to include the name of photographer,
an appropriate caption, the type of camera
and filni, and details of aperture and exposure)
are to be submitted to the Editors by June 30th,
1961, in envelopes marked “Photographic Com
petition”. The winning photographs (and per
haps others) will be pLiblished in PONTIFACT
with the possible exception of Class C where
it may be difficult to get a good black-andwhite print from a colour slide.

I have no time
To write a rhyme,
Some Prose
Or even to compose.
I work as in a hive
From nine ‘til five,

2.

Brain Teazer LI
Nine solutions to the problem set at Christmas
were received, and all of these were correct.
The first entry to be “pulled out of the hat”
(by Mrs. Sutherland) was submitted by W. E.
Grainger to whom goes the prize of a 15/book token.

And dont even stop
For coffee or tea,
I’m working on Oldbury.

I

It has been suggested that the first brain
teazer was too easy and, therefore, we offer you
something much more difficult this time. The
Competitions Editor claims no credit whatsoever
for the following problem (attributed, in fact,
to Dr. J. Bronowski), neither did he have any
idea of how to tackle it until shown the solution.
I-Ic will, however, endeavour to explain it to
any would-be solver. No prize is offered and
only the answer will be published in the next
number of PONTIFACT. Here it is:
Find the smallest integer which is such that
if the digit on the extreme left is transferred to
the extreme right, the new number so formed is
one and a half times the original number.
3.

“Pontifact” Cover Design
The award for this competition will be with
held until the next number and, as the reader
will have noticed, we are re-using the original
cover this time.
4.

Crossword Puzzle
Seven compositions were submitted, all of
which complied with the specified pattern. The
clues and answers for each entry were typed
uniformly on a single sheet, and each sheet was
marked with a letter, but no other means of
identifIcation. In this form the compositions
were presented to Mr. R. W. Hawkey for judging.
The judge was asked to select the best three
crosswords as it is proposed to publish these,
in order of merit, in this and the next two issues
of PONTIFACT.

The winning composition was by a member
of the Editorial staff, Morris Hopkins, and so the
prize of a 25/- book token goes to the runner-up,
Charles Seale. The third entry, submitted by a
Partner, was anonymous. (See Editorial.)
We now publish the first crossword for our
readers to solve. The Partners have kindly
offered a prize of a 15/- book token which will
be for the first correct solution opened by the
Editors on May 1st. Entries in sealed envelopes
are to be marked “Crossword Puzzle No. I”.
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and 4/-, and this includes a choice of two vege
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able and, in the summer, the salads are crisp
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often very noisy. Apart from this it is an ex
cellent place at which to eat. The quantity
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to add 1/6 or 2/6 to one, you will find this a
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Across
6. Whence blue bricks and
bulldogs come (13).
8. Dread with an alternative
ending (6).
9. “If music be the food of love,
play on;
Give me excess of it, that,
surfeiting,
The——may sicken, and so
die.” (Twelfth Night) (8).
10. The last was from the
first (3).
Ii. Mightier than the sword
point ? (3-3).
to
applicable
12. Adjective
affairs or degrees (8).
14. Look out—Neanderthal (7)
16. “Shiver my—!” (R.L.S.) (7).
20. Remove, hut removed from
the concrete (8).
23. “Who is—? What is she ?
That all our swains commend
her ?“ (The Two Gentlemen
of Verona) (6).
24. No handicap to Father
William (3).
25. The traitor who supped with
the betrayed (8).
26. Grain with a genuine finish
(6).
27. Self-conscious work ? (13).

Down
First-war hero who
I & 2.
recently sank below our
horizon (8, 2, 6).
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3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

‘tis true that we are
in great danger;
The—therefore should our
courage be” (King Henry V)
(7).
The products of combustion
may land in this hole (3-3).
Green arrow on a Bachelor
(6).
Where, in Sussex, a slip
occurred (8-2-3).
Unusual—or in extra yard
(13).
“.

,

.

NIGERIA NEWSLETTER—contd. from p. 15.
Our latest job is the extensions to the Kaduna
Water Supply which is just getting under way.
Peter Clark, who was in Nyasaland on the
Blantyre Water Supply, has just arrived and is
settling down in Kaduna, where we are opening
an office. He will shortly be joined by Ronald
Henderson and other staff as the works progress.
Ronald has just completed the Yerwa Town
Drainage Report.
The Lagos Office, which is the hub of our
various activities, is usually pretty well deserted
except for Mervyn Johnston, who is our Resident
Partner, and Gordon Forrest, the Chief Assistant.
Even they appear to spend a lot of their time
travelling around the various jobs. The only
permanent staff in Lagos seem to be Marjorie
Richardson, secretary, and Helen South, account
ant, who keep the office going dLlring the various
comings and goings.

13. Tree from a kingdom with
out the Gunners (3).
15. Hit back and spoil (3).
7. Unsafe as a result of sub
tracting five from an irregu
lar sine curve (8).
18. What the campanologist
comes to grips with (4, 4).
19. Social position on the rail
way (7).
21. Cooks the drinks (6).
22. Attitude of arms initiated by
a Kipling character (6).

For those who are interested in statistics, of
our small band of nine, 45 per cent, have com
pleted over ten years with the firm, and 45 per
cent, are bachelors, which accounts for the
lack of “hatches” though there is still some
scope for “matches”. (“Despatches”, we hope,
we will never have to record.) 100 per cent.
prefer life in the bush, with all its alleged dis
comforts, to the bright lights in the big cities.
The Lagos office cannot compete with Hong
Kong on London Partners’ visits. We seem
to go to the other extreme as we have not had
a visit from a London Partner for nearly twelve
months. We are not quite sure whether this
is due to our efficient organisation or just the
fact that a visit to West Africa is not quite as
attractive a proposition as a visit to Hong
Kong
G.P.W.F.
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