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Partner’s Panorama

STAF/ NOT/CE /APRIL /966.

“TIlE ACCOM4IOMTION.... IVII1 8E OETTER IN ALL RESPECTS THAN OL)R PE3ENT OFFICES.’

By now you will have seen the notice to
the effect that we have decided to move our
offices to Oxford Street.
As many of you know, for two years we
have been endeavouring to find new offices
outside London in places such as Croydon
or Wimbledon as the rents there were con
siderably less than any of the new buildings
in London and once or twice during this
period we thought we were going to be
successful but as soon as the Government
clamped down on further office building in
the London area the situation changed.
Not only did the cost of offices in Croydon
and elsewhere outside London increase
but the developers with buildings under
construction refused to negotiate agree
ments for buildings which are to be com
pleted in 1967 until much nearer the date
of completion as they anticipate that rents
will continue to rise if building restrictions
are not relaxed in the meantime.
This put us in a very difficult position as
most of our leases in 47 Victoria Street
terminate at the end of 1967 and we might
have either found ourselves in the street
or having to pay an exorbitant rent for
offices either in London or outside.
However, we have now had the oppor
tunity of taking a fairly long lease of the
fourth and sixth floors of the Waring and
Gillow building at 164/182 Oxford Street.
Our entrance will be in Winsley Street.
Oxford Street cannot be regarded as the
home of the Consulting Engineer but so
many Consulting Engineers have already
left Victoria Street that a Westminster
address is rapidly losing its significance.
The structural sections will find them
selves very close to many of the architects
with whom they work and the third floor of
the building has been taken by C.E.I.R. Ltd.
from whom we hire computer time.
We shall be able to lay out a much more

efficient office on two floors than we are
able to at present spread over sixteen
floors in three buildings and we hope that
it will mean that everyone will see much
more of each other than they do at present.
We have appointed Messrs. Mathews
Ryan Simpson as Architects to replan and
modernize the new offices and we hope to
move in sometime this autumn but no date
can yet be fixed.
We realise that the rush hour conditions
at Oxford Circus at present are bad particu
larly in the evening and we hope everyone
will survive until the new station is com
pleted and the Victoria line open. In the
meantime we are considering ways and
means of alleviating the position and a
number of suggestions have been made.
Staggering hours is an obvious one but it
is difficult to come to any conclusions until
we can get first-hand experience of the
actual conditions.
Three of the more elderly staff will not
have the pleasure of working in the new
offices. They are, of course, Mrs. Carter,
Mrs. Sutherland and Mr. Hill.
Mrs. Dora Carter joined Sir Cyril Kirk
patrick & Partners in 1927 and has worked
continuously for us until the end of 1965
except for a short break before the war to
have her family. She and her husband are
shortly leaving for Australia to see her
daughter and grandchildren. Mrs. Carter
should know more about the submission
of fees for engineering work than anyone
else!
Mrs. Edith Sutherland joined the Firm in
1955 and retired at the end of March this
year. Mrs. Sutherland also worked in the
Accounts Section and came to us after
her husband, who was an engineer on the
staff, died.
Mr. Hill, whom I think everyone must
have handed something to at some time

2

PONTIFACT No. 15

SPRING 1966

3

Partner’s Panorama

STAF/ NOT/CE /APRIL /966.

“TIlE ACCOM4IOMTION.... IVII1 8E OETTER IN ALL RESPECTS THAN OL)R PE3ENT OFFICES.’

By now you will have seen the notice to
the effect that we have decided to move our
offices to Oxford Street.
As many of you know, for two years we
have been endeavouring to find new offices
outside London in places such as Croydon
or Wimbledon as the rents there were con
siderably less than any of the new buildings
in London and once or twice during this
period we thought we were going to be
successful but as soon as the Government
clamped down on further office building in
the London area the situation changed.
Not only did the cost of offices in Croydon
and elsewhere outside London increase
but the developers with buildings under
construction refused to negotiate agree
ments for buildings which are to be com
pleted in 1967 until much nearer the date
of completion as they anticipate that rents
will continue to rise if building restrictions
are not relaxed in the meantime.
This put us in a very difficult position as
most of our leases in 47 Victoria Street
terminate at the end of 1967 and we might
have either found ourselves in the street
or having to pay an exorbitant rent for
offices either in London or outside.
However, we have now had the oppor
tunity of taking a fairly long lease of the
fourth and sixth floors of the Waring and
Gillow building at 164/182 Oxford Street.
Our entrance will be in Winsley Street.
Oxford Street cannot be regarded as the
home of the Consulting Engineer but so
many Consulting Engineers have already
left Victoria Street that a Westminster
address is rapidly losing its significance.
The structural sections will find them
selves very close to many of the architects
with whom they work and the third floor of
the building has been taken by C.E.I.R. Ltd.
from whom we hire computer time.
We shall be able to lay out a much more

efficient office on two floors than we are
able to at present spread over sixteen
floors in three buildings and we hope that
it will mean that everyone will see much
more of each other than they do at present.
We have appointed Messrs. Mathews
Ryan Simpson as Architects to replan and
modernize the new offices and we hope to
move in sometime this autumn but no date
can yet be fixed.
We realise that the rush hour conditions
at Oxford Circus at present are bad particu
larly in the evening and we hope everyone
will survive until the new station is com
pleted and the Victoria line open. In the
meantime we are considering ways and
means of alleviating the position and a
number of suggestions have been made.
Staggering hours is an obvious one but it
is difficult to come to any conclusions until
we can get first-hand experience of the
actual conditions.
Three of the more elderly staff will not
have the pleasure of working in the new
offices. They are, of course, Mrs. Carter,
Mrs. Sutherland and Mr. Hill.
Mrs. Dora Carter joined Sir Cyril Kirk
patrick & Partners in 1927 and has worked
continuously for us until the end of 1965
except for a short break before the war to
have her family. She and her husband are
shortly leaving for Australia to see her
daughter and grandchildren. Mrs. Carter
should know more about the submission
of fees for engineering work than anyone
else!
Mrs. Edith Sutherland joined the Firm in
1955 and retired at the end of March this
year. Mrs. Sutherland also worked in the
Accounts Section and came to us after
her husband, who was an engineer on the
staff, died.
Mr. Hill, whom I think everyone must
have handed something to at some time

PONTIFACT No. 11

4

or another for copying, joined us in 1952
and could well write a book on duplicating
through the ages. Some of the earlier
machines which we expected him to use
nearly asphyxiated him on occasions and
another type had a habit of catching fire,
but he survived and must have produced
an astronomical number of copies in his
thirteen years of service,
To these three we extend our thanks for

their loyal and devoted service. We shall
miss them very much and extend to them
our best wishes for good health and happy
retirements.
I have just heard that Mrs. Scott has
returned home after, I believe, a successful operation on a cataract in her right eye
and we all send our best wishes to her for
a complete recovery.
R.W.H.

Job Numbers
Allocated by the London partnership since our last issue

65051

Melton Mowbray

Road Investigations.

65052

Norfolk Road Industrial Site,
Gravesend

Roads and Sewers.

65054

Glasgow Traffic Control Computer
Centre

Advice on Foundation Conditions.

65055

Mersey Dock & Harbour Board

Opposition to
Liverpool.

66006

Shell Centre—Tower Block

Alteration to Mezzanine Floor.

66007

Fort William Town Centre

Traffic advice.

66008

Beaufort House

Check structural strength of floors for
installation of computers.

66009

Stourbridge College of Further
Education—Phase II

School extension.

66010

Stourbridge College of Further
Education—Phase II

School extension.

66011

B.E.A. Flight Simulator Unit,
Trident 2

Structural alterations.

66013

Ferrybridge C Power Station

Report on collapse of cooling towers.

66016

B.E.A. London Airport

Covered way to engine test accessory
shop.

66018

Blochairn Estate

Industrial estate development.

66020

Government of Qatar

Interviewing staff.

Bill for new

Docks at
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Mount Elgon, Uganda
by “Zach” Matthews
In 1862, Speke, the first European to
enter Uganda, commented, ‘The roads
were as broad as our coach roads, cut
through the long grasses, straight over
the hills and down through the woods in
the dells—a strange contrast to the
wretched tracks in all the adjacent coun
tries”.
Later, Churchill, speaking of
Uganda, coined the phrase “The Pearl of
Africa”, which is quoted today for the
benefit of potential tourists. Certainly for
me, after visits to other African territories,
Uganda was a happy surprise, because of
its friendly people, its equable climate due
to its elevation, its plentiful wild life and
vegetation, its scenery, especially of lake,
river and mountain and its good main roads
and hotels.
On our flight out to Entebbe I made the,
to me, extraordinary discovery that my
economist colleague was born not only on
the same day as myself but at about the
same time. This “coincidence” proved of
much interest when I also found, with no
surprise at all, that we shared, to a large
degree, similar interests, especially a love
of travel, movement and mountains. Such
a factor is as important an asset in an
overseas investigation as lack of harmony
is a handicap.
The main road to Mount Elgon passes
over the Owen Falls Dam at Jinja. We
were conducted around the power station,
where 135 megawatts of electricity is
generated through a mere 70 ft. drop in
the bed of the Victoria Nile. By the addition
of two more turbines this will increase to
an ultimate capacity of 150 megawatts in
1968, after which a new power station is
planned downstream of this one.
Passing through acres of sugar cane we
reached Tororo, where the country’s
cement and lime are produced. This
town is clustered round a large rocky

eminence called an insulberg, over 800 ft.
high, after which the elegant new Rock
Hotel is named and which is reputed to
give the town a higher rainfall than the
surrounding country receives. From here
the mountain can be clearly seen to the
north-east.
Mount Elgon is a huge extinct volcano
which erupted in Palaezoic and Mesozoic
times. It has the largest base area of any
single mountain in the world, roughly
50 milesx40 miles with a crater 4 miles
across and 2,000 ft. deep. Botieen 8 and
11,000 ft. elevation is a circular band of
forest in which 3,000 elephants are reputed
to roam. The trees are mainly hardwoods
with a mass of bamboo in the upper region
and plenty of rain forest creepers and thick
vegetation. Above the forest lies the
moorland area of grass and rock outcrop
and curious growths up to 10-12 ft. high
called giant lobelias. A number of peaks
lie around the crater rim, of which the
highest is 14,178 ft. above sea level and
some 10,000 ft. above the surrounding
plain.
The Kenya-Uganda border goes right
through the mountain and rather more
than a third of it is in Kenya. The Kenyan
View from mountain road
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Model of
Mount Elgon

or east side of it has consistent fairly flat
gradients which have given rise to several
motorable tracks—or, at any rate, “jeepable”. On our journeys round the mountam in our two Landrovers, we reached
and camped on the moorland where we
had a nocturnal visitation from a troop of
baboons. They bark almost exactly like
dogs and, at first, I was wondering why
on earth dogs should be at this height.
My next thought, after the truth had
dawned, was whether baboons would
interfere with the tents. However, after
about an hour, during which they foraged
among some garbage and tins, from which
we had extracted our supper, and after
numerous barks and grunts, they left us
in peace.
The Ugandan or west side, on the other
hand, presents a very different scene.
Long spurs jut out into the surrounding
countryside, while at between six and
eight thousand feet up two or three tiers
of precipices can frequently be seen. The
largest tribe in the area is the Bugisu who
grow most of the arabica coffee that is to
be found on the lower slopes. Each
family usually owns a “shamba” or small
area of land on which coffee, plantains
(locally called matoke) and vegetables,
such as yams, kassava or sweet potatoes
are grown. This is a great contrast to the
other side of the mountain, where white

No. i

settlers still own large farms which they
run efficiently on European lines.
Along the northern escarpment live the
Sebei tribe who do not live in harmony
with their Bugisu neighbours and who are
in the process of developing their own
capital at Kapchorwa on the mountain road.
Magnificent views across the plains of
Karamoja are afforded from this road,
including the village of Greek River. Here
is the meeting point of several warlike
tribes, which are frequently causing con
cern to the security forces.
The object of our exercise was to locate
new roads around the mountain in those
viable cultivated or cultivable areas not
already served by them. At least two of
these projects which had been on the road
programmes for some years, but for which
no money was available, involve climbing
up extremely steep mountain sides, zig
zagging with S-bends. In order to cut
down appreciably on the cost they will be
single width roads (8 ft.), with no passing
bays on steepest sections and traffic will
be operated on the clock system (an hour
up and an hour down probably), with an
actual clock at each end to show the
correct time ond a notice-board to explain
the times of travel in either direction. This
system has worked well in Africa, as some
people in the firm who have been up Zomba
Mountain in Malawi will know. We have
been asked in our terms of reference to
consider other forms of transport than
roads. We have, therefore, given some
thought to having an aerial ropeway at one
of these very steep places. This could be
used for both people and things, is cheaper
both to install and maintain, uses very
little valuable ground, is half the length of
the road and has no S-bends. The only
questions are:—(a) Who will take on the
ownership? (b) Will it be properly maintamed? and (c) Will Africans enjoy riding
in it as much as we apparently do?
(Judging by receipts from one in an
Amusement Park in the Midlands).
As we were asked to consider proposals
for sheep on the moorland and a road for
tourists to the crater, we organised a foot
safari up through the forest to the Sasa
hut, belonging to the Mountain Club, and
thence a reconnaissance to the crater
rim on the Uganda side. We hired fifteen
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porters to headload our bedding and food
up. On the way up we had a tropical
downpour and were very relieved to find
on reaching the hut that only one blanket
was wet. Four Europeans and four Afri
cans slept in that alLiminium windowless
hut and yet the temperature at 3 a.m. was
not much above freezing. The others were
amused to see me wearing a leather
helmet, but I am sure it kept at bay a head
cold or worse. At 5.30 am. the alarm
clock went off and my economist friend
was quickly out and cooking us all some
porridge and coffee. He had already been
on Cambridge expeditions to Greenland
and to the Gorner glacier in Switzerland
and was very well trained in this sort of
life. His speed of movement up, down
or on the flat was quite phenomenal.
Outside the hut was frost and some ice
and we were glad to be on our way. At
these altitudes the oxygen supply is
appreciably less and one soon noticed an
increased heart beat, so I, at any rate,
tramped very slowly along the narrow
little-used footpath to the summit. After
an hour or so the sun came up in our
faces, transforming the scene and forcing
us to take off our sweaters. What tonics
are the heights of mountains, the pure
air, the silence, the strange vegetation,
the solitude and isolation, the panorama
over many miles of country, the barren
rocks, the occasional bird or animal, the
hot tropical sun, the beauty and serenity
of it all. Capricornians will know, especi
ally, what I mean.
At some time during our stay all three of
us made a brief journey north into Kara
Moorland and giant lobelia

7

Ready to go down, Sasa hut

moja. How different are the Karamajong
and their country from the Bugisu and their
fertile foothills. As soon as you cross
Greek River just north of Elgon the ground
is sandy and covered with thorn bush and
before long, if you are lucky, you spot
giraffe and ostrich and, if you are very
lucky, lion. We did not see lion in Uganda
at all, though there were plenty there.
The Karamajong are tall, dignified people
and extremely primitive. The men are
often stark naked or at most wear a single
cotton garment as a cloak, the women
are notable for many rings of beads
around their necks. They are very poor
and, when we were there, not far from
starving. They had had a very bad
drought, their crops had failed and they
were living on what they can get the gov
ernmentto distribute free to them. But they
remain independent and dignified, scratch
ing a living from the infertile soil and
tending their lean and hungry cattle.
It is a pity that there is no space to
recount our journey from Entebbe to Gulu
and a day in the MLlrchison Falls Game
Reserve or the flight in the Piper Aztec
or the last mad rush to see how a farmer
missionary friend had developed his land
and planned and constructed his roads
near Mbarara. You must come and see
the colour slides.
It was most interesting too on the way
home, to land at the new airport at Addis
Ababa, constructed by the Americans on
the site that we investigated for it in 1955.
Uganda and Ethiopia are two most
rewarding countries in which to have
lived and worked in this key continent of
the Aquarian Age.
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Stocks and
Shares

“He’s a bear indeed !“
(Coriolanus: Act 2, Sc. 1)
“I have told your lordship already—the stocks carry him.”
(All’s Well That Ends Well: Act 4, Sc. 3)
“Will he give you the nod?
You shall see: if he do the rich shall have more.”
(Troilus and Cressida: Act 1, Sc. 2)
“Falls into abatement and low price
Even in a minute.”
(Twelfth Night: Act 1, Sc. 1)
“I have tonight dispatched sixteen businesses.”
(All’s Well That Ends Well: Act 4, Sc. 3)
“I am so full of businesses,
I cannot answer thee acutely.”
(All’s Well That Ends Well: Act 1, Sc. 1)

Finance

“I ken the wight: he is of substance good.”
(Merry Wives of Windsor: Act 1, Sc. 3)
“I am thus encountered with clamorous demands of date-broke
bonds, and the detention of long-since-due debts.”
(Timon of Athens: Act 2, Sc. 2)
“We come within our awful banks again.”
(Henry IV: Part II: Act 4, Sc. 1)
“Villain, Thou did’st deny the gold’s receipt!”
(Comedy of Errors: Act 2, Sc. 2)
“Be clamorous and leap all civil bounds,
rather than make unprofited return.”
(Twelfth Night: Act 1, Sc. 4)

Appoint n ent
and
Dismissal

“You are looked for and called for, asked for and sought for,
in the great chamber.”
(Romeo and Juliet: Act 1, Sc. 5)
“Smilest thou? I sent for thee upon a sad occasion.”
(Twelfth Night: Act 3, Sc. 4)
“And I will boot thee.”
(Antony and Cleopatra: Act 2, Sc. 5)
“Rid me these villains from your companies!”
(Timon of Athens: Act 5, Sc. 1)

Promotion

“Since I received command to do this business, I have not
slept one wink.”
(Cymbeline: Act 3, Sc. 4)
“It is a life that I have desired: I will thrive.”
(Merry Wives of Windsor: Act 1, Sc. 3)

The Board

“0, let us have him, for his silver hairs will purchase us a good
opinion, and buy men’s voices to commend our deeds.”
(Julius Caesar: Act 2, Sc. 1)
“I am Sir Oracle, and, when I ope my lips,
Let no dog bark!”
(Merchant of Venice: Act 1, Sc. 1)

Shakespeare on Management
Reproduced by kind permission of the author, A. C. McBain, a director of
TEAM (Management Consultants) Ltd., and of the Editor of “The Manager’.

In the thousands of books on Shakespeare (400 additional ones are being
published this year) many of the authors set out to prove, often from textual
evidence, that he was a courtier, a soldier, a sailor, Francis Bacon, The Earl of
Pembroke, or Ben Jonson. One might equally demonstrate that he was an
expert on modern management. Here is some of the evidence.

Market
Research

“But shall I search the market?
Search the market narrowly !“
(Pericles: Act 4, Sc. 2)

Advertising

“With brazen din, blast you the City’s ear!
(Antony and Cleopatra: Act 4, Sc. 8)

Sales

“Sell when you can: you are not for all markets.”
(As You Like It: Act 3, Sc. 5)
“Off with’f while ‘tis vendable!”
(All’s Well That Ends Well: Act 1, Sc. 1)
“He will lie, Sir, with such volubility
That you would think truth were a fool.”
(All’s Well That Ends Well: Act 4, Sc. 3)
“He looks like a poor decayed, ingenious, foolish rascally
knave.”
(All’s Well That Ends Well: Act 5, Sc. 2)

Production

“He is not his craft’s-master
He doth not do it right.”
(Henry IV: Part II: Act 3, Sc. 2)
“I prithee name the time, but let it not exceed three days.”
(Othello: Act 3, Sc. 3)
“I am debating of my present store.”
(Merchant of Venice: Act 1, Sc. 3)
“Fearful scouring doth choke the air with dust.”
(Timon of Athens: Act 5, Sc. 2)
“These things are beyond all use.”
(Julius Caesar: Act 2, Sc. 2)
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(Write your own
heading!)

“The portrait of a blinking idiot.”
(Merchant of Venice: Act 2, Sc. 9)

AGM

“Let us meet and question this most bloody piece of work.”
(Macbeth: Act 2, Sc. 3)
“You have.
broke the good meeting with most admired
disorder.”
(Macbeth: Act 3, Sc. 4)
“You do mistake your business.”
(Antony and Cleopatra: Act 2, Sc. 2)
“Men may construe things after their fashion, clear from the
purpose of the things themselves.”
(Julius Caesar: Act 1, Sc. 3)
“There was more foolery yet, if I could remember it.”
(Julius Caesar: Act 1, Sc. 2)
.

Annual
Dinner

.

“And do you now put on your best attire?”
(Julius Caesar: Act 1, Sc. 1)
“Bring in the banquet quickly—wine enough !“
(Antony and Cleopatra: Act 1, Sc. 2)
“‘Twas a rough night: my young remembrance cannot parallel
a fellow to it.”
(Macbeth: Act 2, Sc. 3)

NOTICE TO STAFF
To The Agent,
Messrs. So & So’s Ltd.
It has come to the notice of our Resident
Engineer that employees have been dying
on the job and either refusing or neglecting
to fall over. This practice has to cease
forthwith and employees found dead in an
upright position must be immediately
removed from the site. In future, if a
foreman notices that an employee has
made no movement for a period of over
1 hour, it will be his duty to investigate
the cause as it is almost impossible to
distinguish between death and natural
movement of some employees. Foremen
shall make a very careful investigation by
holding a pay packet in front of the sus
pected corpse as described in the Speci
fication Clause LAY/i (Test No. 1). This
normally is a very reliable test, but there
may be cases when natural instinct has
been deeply ingrained and the hand of the
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People in profile: Associates
HONG KONG PARTNERSHIP
C. M. GUILFORD, M.A., A.M.I.C.E.,
M.ASCE.
After completing his National Service,
Michael Guilford graduated from Cam
bridge University in 1952 and joined Scott
& Wilson as a Pupil to the late Dr. Guthlac
Wilson. After a short initial period in the
firm’s reinforced concrete section, he was
transferred to the associated firm in Hong
Kong where he was engaged for several
years on the site investigation and design
of Kai Tak airport; included in this period
was a year on site supervision as Assistant
Resident Engineer.
During 1956/58, he worked in London on
the upstream foundations and retaining
walls of Shell’s London Headquarters.

corpse will make spasmodic clutches after
rigor mortis has set in. In such cases
Foremen shall proceed to carry out Test
No. 2 viz, to whisper “SUNDAY WORK”.
This has been known to restore animation
to a body which has been motionless all
week. The above mentioned tests need
not be applied to foremen or assistant
foremen as in their cases, movement of
any kind during working hours cannot
reasonably be expected, but in emergen
cies, Test No. 3—shout “TEA UP—will
almost invariably restore movement for a
period equal to twice the official tea break.
No claims for extra payment for standing
time or for carrying out the foregoing tests
will be entertained. Removal of corpses
from the site will be paid for under the
appropriate provisional items DE/1-3 in
the Bill (ref. page 1313).
SCOTT & WILSON, KIRKPATRICK &
PARTNERS.

Thereafter he returned to Hong Kong and
was engaged in the preparation of feasi
bility reports OIi a number of reclamation
and development projects and, until 1961,
on the site investigations for the Plover
Cove reservoir. After another spell in the
London office, assisting in the preparation
of the full report on the Plover Cove Water
Scheme and the design of the main dam,
he attended, in 1963, the Special Soil
Mechanics Programme for Practising
Engineers and Teachers at Harvard Univ
ersity.
Since returning to Hong Kong, he has
been principally concerned with the main
dam and other works connected with the
Plover Cove Water Scheme. He became
an Associate in Hong Kong in 1965.
He is single but has recently become
engaged to be married. His main recre
ational interests include cricket, squash
and hockey.

K. A. PHILLIPS,
M.ASCE.

C. M. Guilford

D.I.C.,

A.M.I.C.E.,

Ken Phillips joined Scott & Wilson in
1950 as an assistant under agreement with
the late Dr. Guthlac Wilson.
In 1952 he went out to Hong Kong and,
until his return to London in 1955, worked
on the report and subsequent investig
ations for the new Kai Tak Airport. Back
in London he worked on a variety of
projects—Navet Dam, site engineer for
multi-storey flats at Pimlico, the tower
block at Shell Centre and in 1958 trans
ferred to the Sandbach office to work on
the design of the M.6 motorway.
In 1959 he obtained a Rees Jeffrey’s
Bursary for post-graduate study in soil
mechanics at Imperial College. There
after he was engaged, in London, on the
design of foundations and other heavy
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K. A. Phillips

H. P. Pooley

civil engineering works, besides being in
charge of the soil mechanics laboratory.
In 1963 he returned to Hong Kong where
he has been mainly engaged on reclam
ations, marine works and the CrossHarbour Tunnel. He was made an Asso
ciate in 1965.
He is married and has a son and two
daughters.

P.W.D. provincial duties specialising in
low cost road construction; he was
appointed Deputy Director Northern Re
gion in 1954.
He joined Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick &
Partners, Hong Kong in 1958 as Adminis
trative Engineer and was made an Asso
ciate in 1960.
He is married, with two sons.

H. P. POOLEY, MA., M.I.C.E.
Harry Pooley, after graduating at Cam
bridge joined C. S. Meik & Halcrow as a
pupil to Mr. William Halcrow and was
engaged in the design and site super
vision of the Lochaber Power Scheme.
In 1930 he joined the Nigerian Public Works
Department and spent most of the next
ten years on the redevelopment of the older
portions of Lagos Island and the develop
ment of a new suburb on the mainland.
During the war he served with the Royal
West Africa Frontier Force and saw active
service in East Africa chasing Italians out
of Abyssinia, and was then employed in
the construction of an all-season road
from Maiduguri (Nigeria) to Fort Lamy
(Chad). After the war he returned to

LONDON PARTNERSHIP

SPRING 1966

13

P. B. Edwards

F. W. Spencer

His main interests are structural engin
eering, and the major projects which he
has been associated with are British
European Airways’ developments at Lon
don Airport, Abbotsinch and Penzance,
together with British Nylon Spinners’ de
velopments at Pontypool and Gloucester.
He is married with one son and daughter
and lives in Limpsfield, Surrey where he
practices campanology on the local church
bells and is a member of the Parochial
Church Council. His personal interests
are gardening and he has taken up golf,
after playing hockey for a number of years
for London clubs.

first as an Assistant Engineer and later as
a Civil Engineer in the Air Ministry Works
Directorate. During this period he was
associated with the construction of a
number of R.A.F. airfields both in the
United Kingdom and in East Africa,
Madagascar and Egypt.
In 1950 he transferred from the Air
Ministry to the Colonial Engineering Ser
vice and served in the Public Works
Department, Federation of Malaya where,
in 1957, he was appointed Assistant Direc
tor of Public Works (Roads and Airfields).
He retired from the Colonial Engineering
Service in 1958 and early in 1959 joined
Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick & Partners as
a Senior Engineer in charge of the Air
ports Section. He was made an Associate
of the firm in January, 1963.
He is a member of the Board of the
Airport Division of the Institution of Civil
Engineers.
He is married with two sons and two
daughters and lives at Sedgwick, near
Horsham. He is a keen gardener and is
interested in photography and motor
racing.

P. B. EDWARDS, M.I.STRUCT.E.
Philip Edwards started his career with
Messrs. Dorman Long & Co. Ltd., followed
by a short period in the District Surveyor’s
office in Finsbury before being called up.
During the war he was commissioned in
the Royal Navy and served on minesweepers, for the most part overseas.
After the war he rejoined the L.C.C. in the
London District Surveyor’s office and in
1952 joined Scott & Wilson. He was made
an Associate of the London Partnership
in 1963.

F. W. SPENCER, B.Eng., A.M.I.C.E.
Bill Spencer began his professional
career in 1936 when he joined the Civil
Engineer-in-Chief’s Department of H.M.
Admiralty, London, and was mainly en
gaged in duties connected with the design
of underground and surface oil fuel install
ations. He was later with Sir Robert
McAlpine & Sons Ltd., as a site engineer
on the construction of Cosford R.A.F.
Airfield.
From 1939 to 1950 he was employed,

The remainder of the Profiles of the London Associates
will appear in the next issue of Pontifact.

12

PONTIFACT No. 15

K. A. Phillips

H. P. Pooley

civil engineering works, besides being in
charge of the soil mechanics laboratory.
In 1963 he returned to Hong Kong where
he has been mainly engaged on reclam
ations, marine works and the CrossHarbour Tunnel. He was made an Asso
ciate in 1965.
He is married and has a son and two
daughters.

P.W.D. provincial duties specialising in
low cost road construction; he was
appointed Deputy Director Northern Re
gion in 1954.
He joined Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick &
Partners, Hong Kong in 1958 as Adminis
trative Engineer and was made an Asso
ciate in 1960.
He is married, with two sons.

H. P. POOLEY, MA., M.I.C.E.
Harry Pooley, after graduating at Cam
bridge joined C. S. Meik & Halcrow as a
pupil to Mr. William Halcrow and was
engaged in the design and site super
vision of the Lochaber Power Scheme.
In 1930 he joined the Nigerian Public Works
Department and spent most of the next
ten years on the redevelopment of the older
portions of Lagos Island and the develop
ment of a new suburb on the mainland.
During the war he served with the Royal
West Africa Frontier Force and saw active
service in East Africa chasing Italians out
of Abyssinia, and was then employed in
the construction of an all-season road
from Maiduguri (Nigeria) to Fort Lamy
(Chad). After the war he returned to

LONDON PARTNERSHIP

SPRING 1966

13

P. B. Edwards

F. W. Spencer

His main interests are structural engin
eering, and the major projects which he
has been associated with are British
European Airways’ developments at Lon
don Airport, Abbotsinch and Penzance,
together with British Nylon Spinners’ de
velopments at Pontypool and Gloucester.
He is married with one son and daughter
and lives in Limpsfield, Surrey where he
practices campanology on the local church
bells and is a member of the Parochial
Church Council. His personal interests
are gardening and he has taken up golf,
after playing hockey for a number of years
for London clubs.

first as an Assistant Engineer and later as
a Civil Engineer in the Air Ministry Works
Directorate. During this period he was
associated with the construction of a
number of R.A.F. airfields both in the
United Kingdom and in East Africa,
Madagascar and Egypt.
In 1950 he transferred from the Air
Ministry to the Colonial Engineering Ser
vice and served in the Public Works
Department, Federation of Malaya where,
in 1957, he was appointed Assistant Direc
tor of Public Works (Roads and Airfields).
He retired from the Colonial Engineering
Service in 1958 and early in 1959 joined
Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick & Partners as
a Senior Engineer in charge of the Air
ports Section. He was made an Associate
of the firm in January, 1963.
He is a member of the Board of the
Airport Division of the Institution of Civil
Engineers.
He is married with two sons and two
daughters and lives at Sedgwick, near
Horsham. He is a keen gardener and is
interested in photography and motor
racing.

P. B. EDWARDS, M.I.STRUCT.E.
Philip Edwards started his career with
Messrs. Dorman Long & Co. Ltd., followed
by a short period in the District Surveyor’s
office in Finsbury before being called up.
During the war he was commissioned in
the Royal Navy and served on minesweepers, for the most part overseas.
After the war he rejoined the L.C.C. in the
London District Surveyor’s office and in
1952 joined Scott & Wilson. He was made
an Associate of the London Partnership
in 1963.

F. W. SPENCER, B.Eng., A.M.I.C.E.
Bill Spencer began his professional
career in 1936 when he joined the Civil
Engineer-in-Chief’s Department of H.M.
Admiralty, London, and was mainly en
gaged in duties connected with the design
of underground and surface oil fuel install
ations. He was later with Sir Robert
McAlpine & Sons Ltd., as a site engineer
on the construction of Cosford R.A.F.
Airfield.
From 1939 to 1950 he was employed,

The remainder of the Profiles of the London Associates
will appear in the next issue of Pontifact.

PONTIFACT No. 15

14

In Oxford made

(DRYDEN)

by Tim Conway
To The Editors (& Staff),
Staff Magazine,
Boddie, Scole & Partners.
Dear Ted & Friends,
Before I left the firm it appeared that
many of you were becoming suspicious.
For your benefit I will therefore now
disclose the truth.
The tale begins some years ago when I
was at University, where my lack of literary
knowledge astounded even rabid engineer
ing enthusiasts. My more subtle friends,
while in philanthropic mood after a few
beers, banded together and gave me the
Oxford Dictionary of Quotations for my
21st birthday.
The book’s sheer size promoted in me
an instantaneous and extreme apathy
towards it; while its similarity to the Steel
Designer’s Manual only helped hasten it
to the farthest reaches of the dig’s book
cupboard. But for certain valedictions
inscribed by its donors on the flyleaf, it
would have been submitted to the tender
care of the Municipal Authorities.
When I graduated in 1964 it moved with
me to London, still in its virgin state. The
furnished flat in Chelsea aspired, among
other things, to a bookcase, on whose top
shelf my troubled conscience ordered me
to place the book. I hoped that its splendid
solitude vould prompt me to read it one
day.
Work in London was interesting for a
while; but being a true-born Philistine
and weak-willed to boot, my daily round
became centred on opening and closing
times. I was also in possession of hitherto
undreamed of sums of money, and living
on top of a betting shop I gambled fiendish
ly, a relic of clandestine poker at school.
I found great enjoyment in these occu
pations and would spend working hours

in a disguised haze of speculation and
anticipation. Not that I slacked: I was
diligent, but uninspired.
I was not a good gambler, and although
this may surprise many of you, neither am
I now. All credit must go to my “soul”,
inner man, personal demon—call it what
ever you like.
Let me explain.
There was one exception to my frequent
gambling failures, and that was the Cup
Final. In six years I had picked the winners
three times and the runners-up twice.
Even at school I had made accurate
predictions.
Last year, with this remarkable record
behind me, I hoped to make a big killing
on the Cup—mainly in order to recoup the
money I had lost on the horses since
starting work.
My confidence in my
powers of prediction was supreme (which
gambler’s isn’t?), and just after Christmas
last year I forsook the Pig & Porter one
evening and hurried back to the flat to
study form. In my excitement I left the
Mirror behind in the office and only dis
covered this after having eaten and settled
down before the fire.
Now, being an ardent statistician, I
never placed a bet on anything without
first performing the most ridiculous calcu
lations involving past performance, age,
weight carried, favourite colours, distance,
number of feet etc. Although I knew who
had got through to the Fourth Round (the
best time for laying a bet on the Cup)
there were other factors necessary to my
computational rigmarole, all of which were
contained in the paper at the office.
Every shop was shut, even the one
downstairs. My inner man, a bookie’s
runner by nature, cursed me furiously for
my forgetfulness. All of my hopes of a
pleasant evening were shattered.
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Niggled, I walked to the box round the
corner and rang up several people I knew,
all of whom were out, and one that I
didn’t who was in. Poor girl! but at least
I wasn’t alone in my niggledom.
Back I went to the flat again, where for
the first time in many years I became aware
of the O.D. of Q.—the Book.
“Why not read it?” I thought. The inner
man shuddered.
“But” I argued “a cursory peep can do
no harm and may even prove enjoyable.
I have nothing better to do” (the odds
were falling) “and, anyway, I owe at least
one reading to those who bought it”.
(Evens).
I warmed to the idea and the punter
inside me tore up his betting slip; when,
with trepidation and curiosity, I slid the
book from the shelf, he went to sleep.
I opened the book and started on my
righteous quest for literary fu’fillment.
I never gotfar. Thefirstthing I read was:
The folks that live in Liverpool, their
etc.”
heart is in their boots; They go
(G.K.C.)
The inner man sat up.
It was the “Liverpool” bit that caught
my eye.
From previous reckoning I
thought they had a good chance, but I
certainly wasn’t going to bet on them.
I am not superstitious, and footballplaying Chestertonian oracles just don’t
exist.
The inner man subsided.
I turned a few pages and saw something
by Horace that went:
“Merses profundo; pulchrior evenit”
(Plunge it in the depth; it comes forth
the fairer).
The inner man was awake again. I told
him that “Merses” had nothing to do with
the Mersey; but a punter never gives up
and we decided that a check was needed.
I pulled a race card for the next day from
my pocket and studied the names of the
horses in the first race. I closed the book
and opened it at random. The quote that
immediately caught my eye was:
“In Venice they do let heaven see their
(W.S.)
pranks
I ticked off “Venetian” on the card.
I did the same for all seven races on the
card and then went to bed. So did the
inner man.
.

.

.

“

The next day I backed the seven horses
and four of them, outsiders, came up.
We were both delighted and amazed.
By the end of the week I had progressed
in the use of the Book, and my winnings
amounted to a goodly sum. few doubts
remained, but after persuasion from in
ternal sources I plunged all my ready
monies onLiverpool for the Cup; on the
appointed day, much later, they came forth
very fair indeed.
By that time I had developed a fair
mastery of the technique and was satisfied
that it worked. My inner man had many
friends in the office and generosity decided
me to cash in on this. For a moderate fee
I quietly and individually supplied to each
of you one hundred per cent accurate
predictions for certain races. I limited
myself in the number of winners I gave
you: I couldn’t have one of my customers
richer than myself! The number usually
worked out at about three races per week
each, as, having sworn you all to secrecy,
I had to see you all separately. Now that
I have told you this, you will agree that very
few of you had no business with me, and
I can even admit to approaching some of
the Partners.
Possibly for aesthetic
reasons they confined their questions to
mundane matters. These were of the
“Boy, Girl or Twins?” and “Will I get
through the Customs unscathed on
August 2nd?” nature. The Book’s powers
were finite; they paid me no money for my
wildly guessed answers.
And that, believe it or not, is how I did
it. I neither told any one of you how I
made my predictions, nor that you were
not each the sole participant in my good
fortune. Now I am at liberty to do so as I
resigned from the firm a little while ago.
Why all the secrecy? And why confine
my services solely to the firm?
If I had told you of my method you
would not have believed me: scorn and
derision would have been my lot. I swore
you to secrecy also to preserve your good
faith. If you had known that I was dealing
with everyone in the office, my phenomenal
predictions would have made you force
me to reveal my sources. Then what?
Telling you would have caused me mental
suffering, as I pointed out above, and not
telling you would have angered you. I had
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In Oxford made

(DRYDEN)

by Tim Conway
To The Editors (& Staff),
Staff Magazine,
Boddie, Scole & Partners.
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to be very careful to preserve trust and
good feeling; hence the secrecy.
Dealing with you all separately took up
nearly all my time. Expansion of my
services to outsiders was therefore im
possible under the same conditions.
Telling you this now doesn’t matter as I
have decided to stop using the Book.
I am a very rich man and next week I leave
for the South of France, where I can afford
to live the rest of my life in luxury. As a
parting gift I enclose a list of winners for
ten races next month for all of you to
share. I could have made it a thousand
winners, but you would all have then retired
as I am doing: I have a certain loyalty
towards the firm.
The Book is yours also, but beware of
success. To me it brought money and
luxury but very little happiness. I started
this letter yesterday in a flippant mood
and when I had finished writing, with the
letter only half finished, I turned to the
Book and read:
Must in death your daylight
finish?” (Browning).
This is not part of the usual pattern.
With a hypothesis forming in my mind,
I tried again:

“I’d appoint your funeral tomorrow
afternoon, and the corpse should be
ready’
(Artemus Ward).
Just now, out of habit I suppose, I
opened the Book once more and saw:
For the Angel of Death spread his
(Byron).
wings
Make of it what you will: the Book is
yours. Perhaps I do notice a darkening
of the room, but I do not think it means
“
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“

[Editors’ Note: This letter (unfinished) was
sent to us by the author’s landlord just
after the funeral. The author was a popular
and well-known figure and his passing
away must be regretted by every member
of the staff.
The Landlord also intimated that among
the author’s papers he found various
predictions concerning the outcome of the
next General Election, the Budget, the
number of African States to revolt this
year, the winners of the National, Oaks
and Derby and of ten races next month,
among others. For full details send a
crossed cheque for £7 15s. to this office.
He denies finding any books among the
author’s possessions.]

17

by Angus Munro
With a General Election in full swing (or
swung by publication date) it seems an
appropriate time to review our work of the
Greater Glasgow Transportation Study;
for the previous election (is it really
eighteen months?) provided our first
headache. Our force of interviewers was
sent into the field the week after the
election and had considerable difficulty in
convincing householders that they were
neither candidates trying to recover lost
deposits nor representatives of opinion
polls gathering experience for the next
election. Eventually householders were
wooed and won and final cooperation was
excellent.
The study, set up in August 1964, is a
joint venture with Tippetts-Abbett-Mc
Carthy-Stratton of New York, who have
considerable experience in this field.
The object of the study is to recommend
a coordinated transportation system forthe
Glasgow area for development which is
foreseen for 1990. Initially only the distribu
tion of population and activities such as
employment, shopping etc. are known and
from these the “desires” of travel must be
estimated. This is accomplished by mea
uring present travel and relating it to the
present population and activity distribu
tion. Then by applying these relationships
to the development pattern future travel
can be estimated and several systems of
coordinated road, bus and rail facilities
can be tested and the final optimum
combination arrived at.
Thus there are three stages—Stage I
the inventory and analysis of travel—Stage
lIthe analysis of the relationships between
land use and travel and the forecast of
future travel, and Stage Ill—the testing of
alternative systems.
The study area is focused on Glasgow,
contains parts of the surrounding counties

of Lanark, Renfrew, Dunbarton and Stir
ling; and covers an area of about 450
square miles. Representing less than 2%
of the area of Scotland, its population of
19 m constitutes over a third of the coun
try’s population. About 175,000 passenger
vehicles, 32,000 commercial vehicles and
1,200 taxis operate within the area. On an
average weekday 104,000 vehicle trips and
214,000 persons of which 44% go by public
transport, cross the area boundaries. Over
800,000 jobs are located inside the cordon
line, over one-fifth of them in the central
area of Glasgow.
The travel inventory stage commenced
with field interviewing in October 1964 and
a team of up to 100 interviewers completed
over 77,000 interviews by March 1965. The
major survey was the Home Interview
Survey where full information about the
household and its travel was obtained from
21,000 homes in the area. The others were
the Commercial Vehicle survey, 3,500
interviews; Taxi survey, 300 interviews;
and the External Cordon roadside inter
view, 53,000 interviews. To enable a check
on the completeness and accuracy of
trip data obtained on a sampling basis in
the internal and external surveys, counts
were made of road traffic and of bus
passengers crossing the River Clyde
which was used as a screen line. In the
case of trains of British Railways, the
expanded interview data was checked by
comparison with counts of passengers
boarding and alighting at stations within
the study area.
To amplify and supplement previous
parking investigations, information was
collected on the physical location, type,
capacity, layout and operating character
istics of existing parking facilities in the
1--square-mile central area of the City of
Glasgow. As part of the evaluation of the
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characteristics of the existing arterial
system speed and delay studies were made
during peak and off-peak hours. To supple
ment presently available data on employ
ment and enable a check on the reliability
of trip reporting an employment survey
was also carried out. (Most people re
member going to work).
The information was coded by a tempor
ary staff of about 30 people, and during
this period it was unwise to leave a table
clear in case there were four people
working there five minutes later. However,
a more civilised condition has now been
reached where the overcrowded conditions
have reverted to empty corridors of power
for the permanent staff who have space
even in excess of the provisions of the
Offices Act!
The analysis of present day travel has
now been completed and we have a fairly

clear picture of the why, how, when and
wherefore of travel in the area. There are
a total of 3,440,000 daily journeys in the
area, of which 3,250,000 or 94% are made
within the area by residents or by resident
vehicles. Commercial vehicles account for
only 10% of all travel, irrespective of mode,
so that people going about their every-day
activities are the predominant travel
generators.
Considering only persons, 75% go by
public transport (66% by bus) and 17%
drive cars. After combining broken jour
neys, i.e. part by one mode and part by
another, the motivations of travel can be
examined and it is found that the home is
at one end of 85% of all travel, the re
maining 15% occurring mainly in the lunch
period or early afternoon. (The pre
dominance of home based journeys is the
main reason for interviewing in the home.)
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Almost 50% of journeys are trips to or
from work and this proportion is as high
as 80% in the morning peak period.
One can also (as a sideline) glean some
interesting insight into the life (and loves?)
of the car driver species. The car passen
ger ratio drops off sharply after 9 a.m. so,
if you want to give the blonde next door a
lift you have to be punctual. Also for recre
ation trips the number of car passengers
is equal to the number of car drivers, so
that the hypothesis of a car attracting
female company can be taken as proven!
(The above snippets will not be elaborated
in our report to the clients.)
What of the future? The Glasgow area
has a very comprehensive bus system and
a complex network of railways, which will
be largely disused if Beeching has his

way; and the comprehensive road pro
posals developed by SWKP in Park
Circus are probably familiar to most of
you, so that the groundwork for a sensibly
integrated transportation system is there
at present. No visionary projects such as
monorail, personal helicopter etc. are
considered either necessary or feasible,
and the basis will be a sound road net
work and coInmuter rail and bus services,
where subsidy to offset off-peak underloading will have to be weighed against
the cost of increasing the peak period
capacity of the roads. Certainly a balanced
transportation system is seen as depend
ing on being more attractive to the com
muter rather than on legislation to ban car
travel in specified areas and at specified
times.

Stampex Exhibition 1966
March 18th-26th
The theme of this year’s exhibition held
at Central Hall, Westminster was Sport on
Stamps.
The exhibition received much more pub
licity than the organisers envisaged when
the World Cup which had been on display
for only two days was stolen and made
world news.
The exhibition was much larger than
previous years with many dealers stands
including Government stands from Israel,
Russia, French Community, Czechoslo
vakia and Poland. These together with
many frames showing the competition
entries were on the ground floor, while in
the lower hall a very impressive exhibit of
sports stamps was on display. This

exhibit was mainly of football and featured
everything connected with the World Cup
on stamps and covers.
Also in this hall was a Crown Agents’
display and a G.P.O. Exhibit, the theme of
which was “Past, Present and Future”,
and it included fifteen frames of Britain’s
early stamps and artwork of designs for
the Westminster Abbey stamps.
At the exhibition Post Office stamps
including recent commemoratives could
be purchased and any mail posted there
carried the Stampex postmark with the
slogan “Sport with Stamps”.
On the whole a very interesting exhibition
the attendance of which was a record
16,000.
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Circus are probably familiar to most of
you, so that the groundwork for a sensibly
integrated transportation system is there
at present. No visionary projects such as
monorail, personal helicopter etc. are
considered either necessary or feasible,
and the basis will be a sound road net
work and coInmuter rail and bus services,
where subsidy to offset off-peak underloading will have to be weighed against
the cost of increasing the peak period
capacity of the roads. Certainly a balanced
transportation system is seen as depend
ing on being more attractive to the com
muter rather than on legislation to ban car
travel in specified areas and at specified
times.

Stampex Exhibition 1966
March 18th-26th
The theme of this year’s exhibition held
at Central Hall, Westminster was Sport on
Stamps.
The exhibition received much more pub
licity than the organisers envisaged when
the World Cup which had been on display
for only two days was stolen and made
world news.
The exhibition was much larger than
previous years with many dealers stands
including Government stands from Israel,
Russia, French Community, Czechoslo
vakia and Poland. These together with
many frames showing the competition
entries were on the ground floor, while in
the lower hall a very impressive exhibit of
sports stamps was on display. This

exhibit was mainly of football and featured
everything connected with the World Cup
on stamps and covers.
Also in this hall was a Crown Agents’
display and a G.P.O. Exhibit, the theme of
which was “Past, Present and Future”,
and it included fifteen frames of Britain’s
early stamps and artwork of designs for
the Westminster Abbey stamps.
At the exhibition Post Office stamps
including recent commemoratives could
be purchased and any mail posted there
carried the Stampex postmark with the
slogan “Sport with Stamps”.
On the whole a very interesting exhibition
the attendance of which was a record
16,000.
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Associate’s Notes
The Civil Section
The Civil Section has the habit of being
engaged on many jobs at once. One or
two will keep most of the Section continu
ously employed, but several others will be
as lively as a tortoise, with periods of a
little activity alternating with times of
dormancy. So it is at present. Files are
open for about 20 jobs, but almost all the
Section’s attention is devoted to two of
them.
Erik Bird and a staff of 12 are battling
manfully with the foundation of the reactor
building for the Dungeness B Nuclear
Power Station. Our Client is the consor
tium, Atomic Power Constructions Lim
ited, who won the contract with a tender
which represented a remarkable saving of
cost in comparison with previous nuclear
power stations.
One reason for the economy is the
compactness of the station, the two
reactors, the services building and the
turbine hall being contained in one vast
edifice. The foundation for the reactor
building consists of a single raft, 330’ x 180’.
The loading is complex, the principal
components being the two circular reac
tors weighing 38,000 tons each, and the
fuel handling unit between them which
weighs 18,000 tons. To spread these
loads the raft has to be 11 feet thick and
contain 3,500 tons of steel in up to 14
layers. Even so, the deflection has been
calculated to vary from 1 to 25 inches.
The complex stress conditions in the raft
have been analysed with the aid of a com
puter. This framework is embellished with
the usual ducts, holes and the like, and is
supported sinister by developing plant
requirements and dexter by a contractor
rampant.
Pat Vulliamy is immersed in the New

Capital for British Honduras, the Colony
in Central America which is about the size
of Wales but has a population of only
some 90,000. The New Capital is to be a
township of 5,000 inhabitants to start with,
but it is planned for future expansion to a
population of 30,000. The site is virgin
bush, some 50 miles inland where the risk
of hurricane damage is less than in the
present Capital on the coast, Belize.
Our work in the Civil Section is of
exceptionally broad scope as it embraces
the roads, surface water drainage, foul
sewerage, water supply, and the power
station structure. A staff of 8 is engaged
on it. The firm is responsible for the
entire project and have engaged Messrs.
Norman and Dawbarn who are responsible
for the town planning and the buildings,
and Preece, Cardew and Rider who will be
responsible for power supplies and tele
phones and broadcasting.
A site investigation is nearing com
pletion and several sub-contracts are
being placed for mechanical and electrical
plant, prior to the inviting of tenders for a
single comprehensive main contract in the
autumn.
Roland Pilcher is handling the water
supply and sewerage for this job. Inter
mittently, he is also engaged on the design
of a trade effluent treatment plant for l.C.l.
Fibres, proposals for roads and sewerage
for an industrial site at Gravesend, and
sewerage and sewage disposal pro
posals for Prestatyn and Sandwich. These
last both include sea outfalls which
involve negotiations with numerous public
bodies.
These are the principal current jobs of
the Civil Section. But Erik Bird is turning
a little of his attention to an extension of
the Moni Power Station in Cyprus, and to
sea defences at Porthcawl. And soon,
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the Kaduna firm will be sufficiently ad
vanced with proposals for two or three
water supply projects in Nigeria to call
for the Section’s going into battle in the
sector assigned to it.
Roger Whiting

The Airport Section
The Airport Section is currently dealing
with the rehabilitation requirements of
Coolidge Airport at Antigua and Owen
Roberts Airfield at Grand Cayman in the
Caribbean, and work on both of these
contracts is well in hand. At Coolidge
Airport the work includes the construction
of a concrete paved extension to the apron
and strengthening the existing parking
area. When it is complete there will be
space for 5 Super V.C.lOs. The runway
is also of concrete but, as it was dasigned
during the war for use by aircraft with
comparatively light loading character
istics, it is now quite incapable of with
standing frequent poundings by Boeing
707, D.C.8 and V.C.10 aircraft.
The
pavement is badly shattered in many places
and before it is strengthened it is neces
sary to cut out all the weak areas.
An essential part of the exercise is to
proof roll the pavement with a heavy
pneumatic tyred roller. This will operate
at a pre-determined loading and a tyre
pressure of 110 lbs. per square inch and
any slabs which display movement will
have to be cut out and replaced. As the
replaced sections will have to bear the
weight of an aircraft within 24 hours, it is
not practical to effect the repairs in con
crete. All repaired sections, therefore,
will be provided with an equivalent depth
of flexible construction, this consisting
of dry lean concrete with a bitumen
macadam capping. Finally the runway
will be strengthened with a 6 inch depth
of asphalt designed to Marshall standards
and put down in two layers.
As Antigua is a fairly heavily trafficked
airport it would not have been practicable
to repair and strengthen the runway
whilst aircraft continued to operate.
Arrangements have therefore been made
with the airlines whereby the airport is
closed for an effective period of 7 hours
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per day. However, as this results in a
compression of the air schedules, the
pressure on parking space will be greatly
increased during the hours the airport is
open for use. For this reason the contract
allows for the completion of the apron
extension before work on ‘the runway
starts.
The workpf repairing and strengthening
the runway and apron at Grand Cayman
follows a similar pattern to the scheme
adopted for Antigua. However, in this
case the traffic intensities are not so heavy
and therefore the organisation problems
are less severe. The runway pavement in
this particular case is of flexible con
struction and the proof rolling involved a
search for those areas which displayed
undue deflection under the wheels of the
roller. The rolling, which has just been
completed, started at a loading equivalent
to L.C.N. 30 and this was followed by a
further passage of the roller at L.C.N. 35
and finally with 2 passes at the equivalent
of L.C.N. 40. The procedure worked well
in practice and work is now proceeding
on the repairs prior to laying the asphalt
overlay which will increase the strength
of the runway to the equivalent of L.C.N.
55. This will make it adequate to with
stand Boeing 727 loadings.
The Section is currently also working
on a Report in respect of the airport
requirements at Brunei, which should be
completed about the end of May. This
work is being undertaken on behalf of the
Hong Kong Partnership. Here again the
existing aerodrome has a weak runway of
inadequate length and a long history of
successive attempts to repair the pave
ment. The Government now require an
airport suitable for Boeing 707 and similar
heavy aircraft and therefore our terms of
reference cover the possibility of either
development of the existing site or the
selection of a new site. The latter may
prove to be the answer for long term re
quirements, but this is a matter which will
have to be considered from all aspects
and the various factors will be dealt with
in the Report.
At the time of writing it seems likely
that Belize Airport in British Honduras
also will have to be rehabilitated and
developed in the very near future, and
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estimates of cost are currently being pre
pared to cover the various alternative
possibilities.
In the Computer Section the Bensch 1
programme for reinforced concrete bar
scheduling is now in regular production
and the Bensch 2 programme should be
available by mid-July. Further reinforced
concrete detailing programmes with par
ticular reference to the design of beams
are under development. In addition, other
programmes concerning transportation
and highway design are being written.
One of the more important tasks under
taken by the Section has been the intro-

duction of the job cost analysis pro
gramme. This involves feeding into the
computer at monthly intervals the time
sheet data and the forecasts of further
man hours required to complete any
particular job and the resulting output
indicates whether current costs are in
excess of or below the budgeted amounts.
By this means it enables Partners and
Associates to see whether the costs of
any particular job is running at a reason
able level. The first outputs were available
at the end of March and, apart from a few
initial teething troubles, the system has
worked extremely well.
Bill Spencer

HOME EXCHANGE HOLIDAYS

able to eat what and when one likes and to
have the free run of the house and garden.
If convenient to both parties and to insur
ance companies cars might be swopped
for the holiday. In the case of Scandinavia
or America it might be of particular interest
to live in a private house and to get the feel
of what it is like compared with one’s own.
The big disadvantage is that one is still
left with the chores and feeding to do, and
the little woman may take strong umbrage
at this. There is no way of getting round
this, except to offer to do it for her, or,
if abroad, to get help.
If you are interested the address to write
to is:—
H.E.A. (Exchange and Travel) Limited,
P.O. Box 3,
Chandler’s Ford,
Eastleigh, Hants.
I have a copy of last year’s Annual, if
anyone would like to see it.

It may be of interest to readers of Ponti
fact that there is an organisation in this
country which is concerned with the
exchange of houses for holidays. It
publishes an annual booklet of the names
and addresses of professional people who
would like to exchange houses, together
with brief details of accommodation and
amenities and a guide to convenient dates.
It applies at present only to the British
Isles, America and Scandinavia. Having
forwarded details of one’s own house the
next steps are to buy the annual for £5, to
choose one or more addresses that take
one’s fancy, and to write to them suggest
ing an exchange, with length of stay and
possible dates. Thereafter, all is by
mutual arrangement.
The main benefit, of course, is monetary,
in that one has no cost of accommodation
apart from £5 for the Annual. In addition,
there are the usual advantages of being

“ZACH” MATTHEWS.
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Gardening for C&our and the Flower Vase
by Beth Bancroft
I have been forcibly reminded that now
is the time to get down to work it you aim
to have a colourful garden this summer.
There is something very pleasing about a
flower border which resembles a mosaic
and this is the time to put your winter’s
thinking into effect.
Many of the herbaceous perennials
(such as scabious, pyrethrum, delphin
iums, red hot pokers, monkey misk, and
lupins) are best planted about new. But,
don’t forget that columbines, Michaelmas
daisies, gaillardias, cone flowers, oriental
poppies, phloxes and day lilies also look
at home in a border’ and consequently
add variety.
If you can you should get your estab
lished borders forked over by the end of
April, which is also the time to lift and
divide the plants you have had in for a
lengthy period. Some of these plants like
rough treatment and can be pulled apart,
others need to be ‘chopped’ with a spade.
Those plants with a good central rootstock (i.e. peonies) should be left in peace,
but others (like Michaelmas daisies) need
to have the clump cleared away, leaving
just the small healthy tufts of new growth.
Whilst this is being done you have to bear
in mind the room the plants will take up
when firmly established and flourishing—
the small ones in the front of the border
(such as thrift, primulas and clove pinks)
need to be some 7-8 inches apart, the
middle place ones need between 20 and
24 inches for comfort whilst the really big
ones like delphiniums are better with some
3 ft. between them. All perennials need
well fertilising and if you are dividing or
re-planting it is a good plan to fork in bone
meal using about 2 oz. to the square yard
and about the same amount of balanced
fertilizer in the final raking in. If you are
not disturbing the border then work the

fertilizer in around the plants about 2
inches down. Should you be uncertain
about the staking needs of your heavier
border plants have a word with the local
nurseryman—he will have plenty of sound
advice to give you. I usually use brushwood for bushy plants and canes (in
groups of three or four) for the really
tall ones.
Annuals provide plenty of colour in
flower beds or in troughs. The old favour
ites still seem to be amongst ‘The Top
Twenty’, with sweet peas still in first place.
Seeds can be sown with safety until the
end of April or early May but be sure to
plant in well dug rich soil in a warm and
sunny place. Hazel branches make good
stakes for sweet peas. I have had some
really pleasing results from the dwarf
strains—Cupid, Tom Thumb and Bijou—
try them, you can’t miss. There is still
time to splash out with some of the old
favourite annuals like candytuft, larkspur,
godetia, love-in-a-mist, ‘snap-dragons’
and nasturtiums. Make sure the soil is
finely raked and the fertiliser suitable to
your soil, worked in well before sowing.
All of these plants look very attractive
when sown in irregular patches but when
sowing don’t overlook the fact that you
will have to do a fair amount of ‘thinningout’ when the seedlings appear. The use
of brushwood amongst the taller annuals
is a good tip to remember and it can be put
in at this stage.
Remember, although annuals like and
need plenty of sun they do appreciate
watering regularly when (and if!) the
weather is hot and dry.
If you are interested in a colour sequence
in your borders here is a rough guide which
you might find useful:—
Ye/lows: Plant or sow in spring—
chrysanthemums, gladioli, dahlias, be-
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Associate’s Notes
The Civil Section
The Civil Section has the habit of being
engaged on many jobs at once. One or
two will keep most of the Section continu
ously employed, but several others will be
as lively as a tortoise, with periods of a
little activity alternating with times of
dormancy. So it is at present. Files are
open for about 20 jobs, but almost all the
Section’s attention is devoted to two of
them.
Erik Bird and a staff of 12 are battling
manfully with the foundation of the reactor
building for the Dungeness B Nuclear
Power Station. Our Client is the consor
tium, Atomic Power Constructions Lim
ited, who won the contract with a tender
which represented a remarkable saving of
cost in comparison with previous nuclear
power stations.
One reason for the economy is the
compactness of the station, the two
reactors, the services building and the
turbine hall being contained in one vast
edifice. The foundation for the reactor
building consists of a single raft, 330’ x 180’.
The loading is complex, the principal
components being the two circular reac
tors weighing 38,000 tons each, and the
fuel handling unit between them which
weighs 18,000 tons. To spread these
loads the raft has to be 11 feet thick and
contain 3,500 tons of steel in up to 14
layers. Even so, the deflection has been
calculated to vary from 1 to 25 inches.
The complex stress conditions in the raft
have been analysed with the aid of a com
puter. This framework is embellished with
the usual ducts, holes and the like, and is
supported sinister by developing plant
requirements and dexter by a contractor
rampant.
Pat Vulliamy is immersed in the New

Capital for British Honduras, the Colony
in Central America which is about the size
of Wales but has a population of only
some 90,000. The New Capital is to be a
township of 5,000 inhabitants to start with,
but it is planned for future expansion to a
population of 30,000. The site is virgin
bush, some 50 miles inland where the risk
of hurricane damage is less than in the
present Capital on the coast, Belize.
Our work in the Civil Section is of
exceptionally broad scope as it embraces
the roads, surface water drainage, foul
sewerage, water supply, and the power
station structure. A staff of 8 is engaged
on it. The firm is responsible for the
entire project and have engaged Messrs.
Norman and Dawbarn who are responsible
for the town planning and the buildings,
and Preece, Cardew and Rider who will be
responsible for power supplies and tele
phones and broadcasting.
A site investigation is nearing com
pletion and several sub-contracts are
being placed for mechanical and electrical
plant, prior to the inviting of tenders for a
single comprehensive main contract in the
autumn.
Roland Pilcher is handling the water
supply and sewerage for this job. Inter
mittently, he is also engaged on the design
of a trade effluent treatment plant for l.C.l.
Fibres, proposals for roads and sewerage
for an industrial site at Gravesend, and
sewerage and sewage disposal pro
posals for Prestatyn and Sandwich. These
last both include sea outfalls which
involve negotiations with numerous public
bodies.
These are the principal current jobs of
the Civil Section. But Erik Bird is turning
a little of his attention to an extension of
the Moni Power Station in Cyprus, and to
sea defences at Porthcawl. And soon,
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the Kaduna firm will be sufficiently ad
vanced with proposals for two or three
water supply projects in Nigeria to call
for the Section’s going into battle in the
sector assigned to it.
Roger Whiting

The Airport Section
The Airport Section is currently dealing
with the rehabilitation requirements of
Coolidge Airport at Antigua and Owen
Roberts Airfield at Grand Cayman in the
Caribbean, and work on both of these
contracts is well in hand. At Coolidge
Airport the work includes the construction
of a concrete paved extension to the apron
and strengthening the existing parking
area. When it is complete there will be
space for 5 Super V.C.lOs. The runway
is also of concrete but, as it was dasigned
during the war for use by aircraft with
comparatively light loading character
istics, it is now quite incapable of with
standing frequent poundings by Boeing
707, D.C.8 and V.C.10 aircraft.
The
pavement is badly shattered in many places
and before it is strengthened it is neces
sary to cut out all the weak areas.
An essential part of the exercise is to
proof roll the pavement with a heavy
pneumatic tyred roller. This will operate
at a pre-determined loading and a tyre
pressure of 110 lbs. per square inch and
any slabs which display movement will
have to be cut out and replaced. As the
replaced sections will have to bear the
weight of an aircraft within 24 hours, it is
not practical to effect the repairs in con
crete. All repaired sections, therefore,
will be provided with an equivalent depth
of flexible construction, this consisting
of dry lean concrete with a bitumen
macadam capping. Finally the runway
will be strengthened with a 6 inch depth
of asphalt designed to Marshall standards
and put down in two layers.
As Antigua is a fairly heavily trafficked
airport it would not have been practicable
to repair and strengthen the runway
whilst aircraft continued to operate.
Arrangements have therefore been made
with the airlines whereby the airport is
closed for an effective period of 7 hours
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per day. However, as this results in a
compression of the air schedules, the
pressure on parking space will be greatly
increased during the hours the airport is
open for use. For this reason the contract
allows for the completion of the apron
extension before work on ‘the runway
starts.
The workpf repairing and strengthening
the runway and apron at Grand Cayman
follows a similar pattern to the scheme
adopted for Antigua. However, in this
case the traffic intensities are not so heavy
and therefore the organisation problems
are less severe. The runway pavement in
this particular case is of flexible con
struction and the proof rolling involved a
search for those areas which displayed
undue deflection under the wheels of the
roller. The rolling, which has just been
completed, started at a loading equivalent
to L.C.N. 30 and this was followed by a
further passage of the roller at L.C.N. 35
and finally with 2 passes at the equivalent
of L.C.N. 40. The procedure worked well
in practice and work is now proceeding
on the repairs prior to laying the asphalt
overlay which will increase the strength
of the runway to the equivalent of L.C.N.
55. This will make it adequate to with
stand Boeing 727 loadings.
The Section is currently also working
on a Report in respect of the airport
requirements at Brunei, which should be
completed about the end of May. This
work is being undertaken on behalf of the
Hong Kong Partnership. Here again the
existing aerodrome has a weak runway of
inadequate length and a long history of
successive attempts to repair the pave
ment. The Government now require an
airport suitable for Boeing 707 and similar
heavy aircraft and therefore our terms of
reference cover the possibility of either
development of the existing site or the
selection of a new site. The latter may
prove to be the answer for long term re
quirements, but this is a matter which will
have to be considered from all aspects
and the various factors will be dealt with
in the Report.
At the time of writing it seems likely
that Belize Airport in British Honduras
also will have to be rehabilitated and
developed in the very near future, and
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estimates of cost are currently being pre
pared to cover the various alternative
possibilities.
In the Computer Section the Bensch 1
programme for reinforced concrete bar
scheduling is now in regular production
and the Bensch 2 programme should be
available by mid-July. Further reinforced
concrete detailing programmes with par
ticular reference to the design of beams
are under development. In addition, other
programmes concerning transportation
and highway design are being written.
One of the more important tasks under
taken by the Section has been the intro-

duction of the job cost analysis pro
gramme. This involves feeding into the
computer at monthly intervals the time
sheet data and the forecasts of further
man hours required to complete any
particular job and the resulting output
indicates whether current costs are in
excess of or below the budgeted amounts.
By this means it enables Partners and
Associates to see whether the costs of
any particular job is running at a reason
able level. The first outputs were available
at the end of March and, apart from a few
initial teething troubles, the system has
worked extremely well.
Bill Spencer

HOME EXCHANGE HOLIDAYS

able to eat what and when one likes and to
have the free run of the house and garden.
If convenient to both parties and to insur
ance companies cars might be swopped
for the holiday. In the case of Scandinavia
or America it might be of particular interest
to live in a private house and to get the feel
of what it is like compared with one’s own.
The big disadvantage is that one is still
left with the chores and feeding to do, and
the little woman may take strong umbrage
at this. There is no way of getting round
this, except to offer to do it for her, or,
if abroad, to get help.
If you are interested the address to write
to is:—
H.E.A. (Exchange and Travel) Limited,
P.O. Box 3,
Chandler’s Ford,
Eastleigh, Hants.
I have a copy of last year’s Annual, if
anyone would like to see it.

It may be of interest to readers of Ponti
fact that there is an organisation in this
country which is concerned with the
exchange of houses for holidays. It
publishes an annual booklet of the names
and addresses of professional people who
would like to exchange houses, together
with brief details of accommodation and
amenities and a guide to convenient dates.
It applies at present only to the British
Isles, America and Scandinavia. Having
forwarded details of one’s own house the
next steps are to buy the annual for £5, to
choose one or more addresses that take
one’s fancy, and to write to them suggest
ing an exchange, with length of stay and
possible dates. Thereafter, all is by
mutual arrangement.
The main benefit, of course, is monetary,
in that one has no cost of accommodation
apart from £5 for the Annual. In addition,
there are the usual advantages of being
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Gardening for C&our and the Flower Vase
by Beth Bancroft
I have been forcibly reminded that now
is the time to get down to work it you aim
to have a colourful garden this summer.
There is something very pleasing about a
flower border which resembles a mosaic
and this is the time to put your winter’s
thinking into effect.
Many of the herbaceous perennials
(such as scabious, pyrethrum, delphin
iums, red hot pokers, monkey misk, and
lupins) are best planted about new. But,
don’t forget that columbines, Michaelmas
daisies, gaillardias, cone flowers, oriental
poppies, phloxes and day lilies also look
at home in a border’ and consequently
add variety.
If you can you should get your estab
lished borders forked over by the end of
April, which is also the time to lift and
divide the plants you have had in for a
lengthy period. Some of these plants like
rough treatment and can be pulled apart,
others need to be ‘chopped’ with a spade.
Those plants with a good central rootstock (i.e. peonies) should be left in peace,
but others (like Michaelmas daisies) need
to have the clump cleared away, leaving
just the small healthy tufts of new growth.
Whilst this is being done you have to bear
in mind the room the plants will take up
when firmly established and flourishing—
the small ones in the front of the border
(such as thrift, primulas and clove pinks)
need to be some 7-8 inches apart, the
middle place ones need between 20 and
24 inches for comfort whilst the really big
ones like delphiniums are better with some
3 ft. between them. All perennials need
well fertilising and if you are dividing or
re-planting it is a good plan to fork in bone
meal using about 2 oz. to the square yard
and about the same amount of balanced
fertilizer in the final raking in. If you are
not disturbing the border then work the

fertilizer in around the plants about 2
inches down. Should you be uncertain
about the staking needs of your heavier
border plants have a word with the local
nurseryman—he will have plenty of sound
advice to give you. I usually use brushwood for bushy plants and canes (in
groups of three or four) for the really
tall ones.
Annuals provide plenty of colour in
flower beds or in troughs. The old favour
ites still seem to be amongst ‘The Top
Twenty’, with sweet peas still in first place.
Seeds can be sown with safety until the
end of April or early May but be sure to
plant in well dug rich soil in a warm and
sunny place. Hazel branches make good
stakes for sweet peas. I have had some
really pleasing results from the dwarf
strains—Cupid, Tom Thumb and Bijou—
try them, you can’t miss. There is still
time to splash out with some of the old
favourite annuals like candytuft, larkspur,
godetia, love-in-a-mist, ‘snap-dragons’
and nasturtiums. Make sure the soil is
finely raked and the fertiliser suitable to
your soil, worked in well before sowing.
All of these plants look very attractive
when sown in irregular patches but when
sowing don’t overlook the fact that you
will have to do a fair amount of ‘thinningout’ when the seedlings appear. The use
of brushwood amongst the taller annuals
is a good tip to remember and it can be put
in at this stage.
Remember, although annuals like and
need plenty of sun they do appreciate
watering regularly when (and if!) the
weather is hot and dry.
If you are interested in a colour sequence
in your borders here is a rough guide which
you might find useful:—
Ye/lows: Plant or sow in spring—
chrysanthemums, gladioli, dahlias, be-
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gonias, nasturtiums, antirrhinums and
asters. Plant in autumn—tulips, hyacinths
and iris. Plant or sow in spring or aut
umn—pansies, forsythia, polyanthus and
roses.
Whites: Plant or sow in spring—
chrysanthemums, gladioli, asters, dahlias
and geraniums. Plant in autumn—tulips,
iris and snowdrops. Plant or sow in spring
or autumn—pansies, lilac, daisies, phlox
and roses.
Blues: Plant or sow in spring—asters
and cornflowers. Plant or sow in autumn—
iris, grape hyacinths and hyacinths. Plant
or sow in spring or autumn—catmint,
forget-me-nots, pansies and polyanthus.
Reds: Plant or sow in spring—geran
iums, chrysanthemums, love-lies-bleed
ing, gladioli, nasturtiums, antirrhinums,
dahlias and begonias. Plant in autumn—
tulips. Plant or sow in spring or autumn—
geums, polyanthus, wallflowers and roses.

Oranges: Plant or sow in spring—be
gonias, gladioli, nasturtiums, antirrhi
nums, dahlias and french marigolds. Plant
in autumn—tulips. Plant or sow in autumn
or spring—marigolds, wallflowers, geums
and polyanthus.
Finally, when arranging cut flowers in a
vase please be sure it is clean and the
colour not ‘fierce’. The more simple the
design of vase the more gratifying the
overall effect—I still prefer the Hilistonia
Pottery for garden flowers, but must admit
this is purely a matter of taste. If you use
cut glass vases don’tforget that the humble
potato when cut into shreds and left in the
vase for a few hours will restore the
sparkle.
Most of the flowers given in the ‘colour
sequence’ lend themselves to window box
gardening, so don’t be daunted if you have
a city dwelling—have a go and find your
greenflngers, no one else can do itfor you!

The Message and the Machine
or The Firm introduces Telex
The Machine had been installed in its
mysterious eastern enclave—The Hong
Kong Tunnel”.
Soon, inspiration produced a Message.
The Partner handed the Message to his
secretary, who took it to the Secretary’.s
secretary who laid it on the Secretary’s
desk. The Secretary called a parade and a
guard of honour escorted the Message
through the Tunnel” to the Machine.
The Operator dialled for a link to the
East. “If the line is clear the answer MOM”
will be received”, said the instructions.
Bill’s gone for tea” replied the Machine
in fact. “Dial again” said the Secretary.
“NC” replied the Machine—line engaged”
translated the instructions. “Dial again”.
“MOM” said the Machine. “Now for the
Message” said everyone present. “DER”

said the Machine—”DiaI again later”.
“Lines must be busy” said the Secretary,
“but keep trying”.
The Machine said “NC”, “MOM” and
“DER” by turns for a while and left no
chance for the Operator to slip in even the
first words of the Message.
After the tenth “MOM” and fifteenth
“DER” the Machine had grown hot and the
enamel seemed to change colour half a
shade.
The Instructions had warned that sun
spots might hinder the radio link to the
East. “Wonder if it’s those sunspots then”
someone said. “Sunspots 25XXX?58%”
said the Machine. “I’m not paid overtime
—knocking off now; and to judge from the
time, you lot have all missed your trains
home”.
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Umbrella Buildings
by Trevor Hancock
Tall buildings have become a familiar
and generally accepted part of the London
landscape but three new tower office
blocks currently under construction in the
City exploit a radically different structural
system in their construction. These are the
so called “Umbrella Buildings” and this
office is responsible for the design of two
of them on adjacent sites in Leadenhall
Street, one for the Commercial Union
Assurance Company and one, for the
Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation
Company. Inevitably they are known as
the C.U. and P. & 0. buildings. The C.U.
tower is close on 400 feet high and the
P. & 0. about half that height.
Generally speaking tall, or to use the
current jargon, high rise buildings are
either roughly square in plan or are
appreciably longer than they are wide.
These are known as point and slab
blocks respectively. The square point
blocks usually have a central core struc
ture which contains the lifts, fire escape,
stairs, the services ducts which take the
air conditioning, heating and electrical
services and the toilets. Or to use the
jargon again, the cores provide the
“vertical circulation”. The slab blocks
usually have two cores, one near each end
of the building. The structural engineer
usually makes the walls of all these cores
in reinforced concrete to provide the
building with a stiff backbone to resist
the relatively high wind forces to which a
tall building is subjected. In the normal
tall building a system of columns is pro
vided, usually in or close to the external
wall, and these together with the core or
cores provide the vertical support for the
floors of the building.
The “umbrella building” is similar to the
normal tall buildings as far as the core is
concerned, but here the similarity ends
because in this case the core takes not

only the wind forces but also the whole of
the weight of the tower on to the found
ations. There are no columns at all and the
edges of the floors are hung from a heavy
system of steel framing bracketed out from
the top of the core. It is the general simil
arity of this heavy framing to an umbrella
which gives this type of building its name.
There are a number of reasons both
architectural and structural why this form
of structure is being adopted. The Archi
tect can plan the ground and basement
floors without having to worry about the
large columns which normally follow
through from the tower down to the
foundations in all the wrong places for the
design of the entrance halls and garages,
etc. which usually occupy these levels.
Also the hangers themselves, being in
tension can be relatively small in their
overall dimensions as opposed to columns
which have to have their material spread
sufficiently to provide a stiff member
which will not buckle under the load. A
column in a high building takes up a lot of
floor space or if it is placed in the exterior
wall it either sticks into the building or
outside the building rather a long way. A
hanger can be incorporated relatively
easily into the window framing. The Engin
eer is therefore able to give the Architect
the large floor areas including the ground
floor completely free of columns, for which
he has often asked and until now been
unable to obtain.
It might at first sight seem illogical to
carry a substantial part of the load of a
tall building to the top via hangers only to
have to take it all the way down again
through the core to get it to the found
ations. In fact the size of the core is deter
mined by the number of lifts and all the
other services which are necessary for
the “vertical circulation” and not only is
there normally sufficient capacity in it to
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which gives this type of building its name.
There are a number of reasons both
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floors without having to worry about the
large columns which normally follow
through from the tower down to the
foundations in all the wrong places for the
design of the entrance halls and garages,
etc. which usually occupy these levels.
Also the hangers themselves, being in
tension can be relatively small in their
overall dimensions as opposed to columns
which have to have their material spread
sufficiently to provide a stiff member
which will not buckle under the load. A
column in a high building takes up a lot of
floor space or if it is placed in the exterior
wall it either sticks into the building or
outside the building rather a long way. A
hanger can be incorporated relatively
easily into the window framing. The Engin
eer is therefore able to give the Architect
the large floor areas including the ground
floor completely free of columns, for which
he has often asked and until now been
unable to obtain.
It might at first sight seem illogical to
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have to take it all the way down again
through the core to get it to the found
ations. In fact the size of the core is deter
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other services which are necessary for
the “vertical circulation” and not only is
there normally sufficient capacity in it to
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take the load, but that load can provide a
definite structural advantage. It is a lot
more difficult to knock over a pile of books
if you press down hard on top of the pile
and the load on the top of the core from
the weight of an umbrella building acts in
much the same way. In certain instances
where the price of the land forms a large
part of the cost of a building development,
the umbrella building can also show a
saving in total construction time. This is
achieved by designing the foundations in
two stages. A first stage which is relatively
quick to install can support the dead weight
of the core itself which can be constructed
whilst the more lengthy process of the
building of the main foundation is carried
out.
The diagram shows a cross sectional
view of the structure of the tower of the
C.U. building. This building, in common
with many other tall buildings, has a plant
room at roof level where the main boilers
used for heating the building are located.
A second plant room occupies a section
of the tower at about mid-height and this
contains the air conditioning equipment.
Within both these plant rooms heavy steel
frames cantilever from the core. These
support perimeter girders and trusses
which in turn carry the hangers holding
up the outer ends of the steel floor beams.
The floors are hung in two separate
groups, one group from the “umbrella”
framing contained within each plant room.
The P. & 0. tower is of similar con
struction except that being about half as
high and having only one plant room
situated at the top, there is just one set of
“umbrella” framing.
Of the three buildings of this type at
present under construction, it appears that
the first one to be completed will be the
Kleinwort Benson building in Fenchurch
Street. The core of this building is now a
prominent landmark in the City and at the
present time a temporary platform at the
top is being used to construct a “pre
stressed” concrete “umbrella”. This building should be closely followed by the
P. & 0. tower where the core is now
completed and the steel “umbrella” is
about to be built. The C.U. tower, which is
the largest of the three, has its core almost
up to half its height at the present time.
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Customs House No. 2
“At least one year

.

.

.

shall have been spent

.

.

.

1
in or upon engineering works”

by Joe Lindsay

[i

I suppose the initial reaction of anyone
entering on his first job is surprised relief
that he has apparently services to offer
that someone is prepared to pay for; in
my case it was coupled with a certain
vicarious thrill on learning that I would be
working in East India Dock with all its
associations of exotic cargoes and oriental
seamen, in the heart of the lawless East
End (shades of Jack the Ripper, the Siege
of Sidney Street and Charlie Brown’s
infamous pub in Limehouse), and on
supervising the construction of part of a
secret project (code name “Mulberry”),
consisting of huge reinforced concrete
caissons (code name “Phoenix”) each
more than 200 feet long, nearly 60 feet
wide and 60 feet high, the purpose of which
had to be guessed at but was obviously
very important, very urgent and directly
related to the invasion of Europe. This
seemed most exciting and worthwhile
employment, opening up the interesting
possibility of encountering spies, sabo
teurs and all manner of unsavoury charac
ters, though in the event nothing very
sinister materialised.
The Resident Engineer, whom I was
supposed to assist, had as his office
Customs House No. 2, commandeered
from its original occupants who were then
condescendingly permitted to call occa
sionally by appointment to consult their
files which we had unceremoniously
consigned to the basement. This gave one
an immensely satisfying feeling of superi
ority which, alas, subsequent encounters
with Customs officials has done a lot to
remove. An interesting fact which I was
quick to discover was that the Greenwich
Meridian passed precisely through the
building. This made one feel very much in
the centre of things and could, I thought,

have been made much of, had there not
been more serious matters to consider in
wartime. An appropriately-labelled line
could have been painted on the office
floor or a simple Crossing-the-Line cere
mony devised arid certificates issued such
as airlines do for passengers who cross
the Equator or the International Date Line
or who pass even remotely near the North
Pole. We are far too prone to neglect the
opportunities on our own doorstep. If the
Greenwich Meridian lay in the United
States it would be a tourist attraction.
I had been somewhat nervous at the
prospect of meeting the Resident Engineer,
whom I had visualised as a fearsome indi
vidual who by a few deft questions would
quickly expose my inadequacies. My fears
were reinforced by his astonishment on
learning that I was actually to receive a sal
ary instead of paying a premium to my em
ployers and his genuine belief that this in
dicated the decline of the engineering pro
fession. I was somewhat reassured when
he told me that I should seldom address
anyone as “Sir” (and certainly never him
self) on the grounds that there was no
point in inflating anyone’s ego. I was then
passed over to the Clerk of Works for
initiation into specific duties.
The Clerk of Works had emerged from
retirement for this job, having spent most
of his life building railways abroad. He
impressed on me the urgent need for
learning Spanish, without which no engin
eer could hope to advance very far, but
admitted that in my present employment I
could probably manage to get by without
it. On learning that my sole engineering
accomplishment was an ability to use a
1. Extract from Requirements for Membership. Inst. Civ.
En g rs.
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which in turn carry the hangers holding
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“umbrella” framing.
Of the three buildings of this type at
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level he procured an ancient four-screw
instrument from the Contractor, with
which I struggled bravely for months,
producing results which inspired no one
with confidence, least of all myself. The
Clerk of Works seemed to think I needed
constant cheering up and greeted me
every Monday morning with the ritual
remark “Never mind, you can get up the
day after tomorrow and say ‘The day after
tomorrow is payday’
East India Import Dock had been de
watered to form a drydock in which ten
‘Phoenix” caissons were being con
structed. Since the dock walls had not
been designed to be stable under these
conditions two of them, unsupported by
false quays, had commenced to move and
by the time I reached the site one had
2 Despite all practicable relieving
collapsed.
measures the second was on the verge of
failure and one of my tasks was to take
daily measurements and to keep records
of movements. Feeling thus personally
involved and secretly looking forward to
witnessing a spectacular collapse, it was
ironic that on the day it actually happened
I should have been busy in the office and
was probably the only person on the site
to miss it.
Work continued round the clock on
building the caissons and making prepar
ations for floating them. Each day the
Resident Engineer and I made a tour of
the site and this could be quite a discon
certing experience as, although well ad
vanced in years, he was amazingly agile.
At intervals he seemed to disappear into
thin air but a quick search usually revealed
him swarming hand over hand up the
scaffolding to its full 60-foot height at an
amazing speed, whither I was forced to
follow him (rather more leisurely) only to
find him skipping, pipe in mouth and hands
in pockets, across one of the 9-inch wide
internal walls. I later learned that he was a
very experienced mountaineer, who had
designed equipment for one of the Everest
expeditions, and after that didn’t feel so
badly about being left so far behind.
2. HAWKEY, R. w., Temporary works at East India Im
port Dock, and South Dock, Surrey Commercial Docks,
Port of London, in Connection with the Construction of
Concrete Caissons for the Mulberry Harbours.
The Civil Engineer in War, Vol.2, p.36. Inst. Civ. Engrs. 1948.
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One of the Resident Engineer’s ambi
tions was to hear his own voice on the
telephone. As he had a direct outside line
as well as an extension from the Contrac
tor’s office he telephoned the Contractor
and asked to be put through to the Resident
Engineer only to receive the reply “But
surely I recognise your voice—you are the
Resident Engineer”. Attempted explan
ations proved difficult and embarassing
and the experiment was reluctantly aban
doned.
Soon the caissons were nearing com
pletion and the time came for the dock to
be flooded. Unfinished caissons were
ballasted but there was heavy betting on
the order in which the others would float,
with some outside money on the chances
of their not floating at all. Float they did,
albeit a little drunkenly at first, but this
was soon corrected, the inevitable leaks
sealed and final preparations made for
towing out. A Berthing Master was
advising on mooring the caissons and
moving them within the dock and one day
he and I were waiting for tugs to arrive to
move a completed caisson from its berth
when the caisson in question slowly
drifted past the office window. Apparently
two watermen had decided that they were
perfectly capable of moving it using their
rowing-boat rather than tugs. As a caisson
weighed some 7,000 tons and had a large
area of superstructure and the day was
squally it was not surprising that they ran
into difficulties. The Berthing Master felt
that some belated action on his part was
called for and grabbed a trailing mooring
rope. As could have been foreseen, this
had little effect on the progress of the cais
son, but as we waited expectantly to see
him disappear bravely over the quayside,
the timely arrival of the tugs saved the day.
The Resident Engineer, who was an
ex-Naval officer, became pre-occupied
with the thought that the floating caissons
would be regarded as ships subject to
considerable dock dues. He and I spent a
great deal of time calculating their dis
placement by every recognised method of
measurement and came to the conclusion
that Thames Yacht Tonnage produced the
most favourable answer, though neither
of us had much faith in our powers to make
this argument stick and were relieved that
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the question never actually arose.
It was a great day when deep-sea tugs
arrived to tow the first caisson out of the
dock and down the river. As it slowly
passed through the lock into the basin
the Berthing Master rushed about, tripping
over lines and thrusting fenders into the
hands of anyone willing to hold them, the
Resident Engineer on board the caisson
danced up and down, pipe in mouth and
hands in pockets, as the Clerk of Works,
quite overcome by the occasion, yelled
Bring us back a
incessantly at him
parrot”.
It was about this time that the V-weapon
attacks began. Customs House No. 2
survived undamaged though McAlpine’s
office a little distance away received a
direct hit from a V.1 on August Bank
Holiday (the first day for many months
that no work was in progress), the sole
occupant at the time miraculously’emerg
ing from the shambles suffering only from
shock. The Resident Engineer instituted a
rigorous drill when a V.1 was heard ap
proaching. All staff other than myself were
promptly despatched to the basement,
despite their protests that they woLild
prefer to be killed instantly above ground
The Resident
than be buried alive.
Engineer and I were then free to calculate
the flying speed of the bombs, about which
there was much speculation in the press
and which he regarded as vita! to establish.
By timing a V.1 when directly overhead and
again when its engine cut out and also
recording the travel time of the subsequent
explosion we calculated speeds which
varied so widely as to be valueless for
whatever purpose the Resident Engineer
had in mind. And so another experiment
was abandoned.
By now I knew that the caissons were to
be towed to the Normandy Beaches to
form the breakwaters of the artificial
harbours that would sustain the invasion
forces. The Resident Engineer put in a
plea to accompany them to give specialist
advice if required, but this was politely
turned down and we had to be content
with short trips on them no farther than
Ti lb u ry.
As the job neared completion the site
staff began to dwindle. The Clerk of
Works returned to retirement and even
“

I

1

the little typist, who used to leave unappe
tising gifts of cold fried fish on my desk
because she thought I looked underfed,
departed to less exciting duties. The
Resident Engineer felt that we should have
a farewell dinner in his rather select Pall
Mall Club, at which he arrived on his bi
cycle, wearing his usual threadbare suit
(he may have possessed more than one,
hut if so I never saw it) and with his hat
back to front. Having vainly tried to per
suade the astonished porter to allow him
to park the bicycle in the hall he compro
mised by chaining it to the railings on the
steps, but it was not until we reached the
dining room that I could persuade him to
remove his cycle-clips. In spite of this
unpromising beginning the rest of the
evening went off very well. I remember
particularly an argument which he devel
oped over dinner to the effect that we
frowned on cannibalism only because
human beings do not normally eat carni
vorous animals and that it should therefore
be perfectly in order for him to eat a
vegetarian.
We kept in touch after the job ended but
only met infrequently. Just before Christ
mas one year he told me that he was
suffering from hardening of the arteries
and had been ordered to take a holiday
which he proposed to spend mountainclimbing in Scotland! I tried to dissuade
him, bLIt knew from experience that it
would be of no avail. We arranged to meet
for dinner on his return but the date was
never kept; on his last holiday he fell on a
steep slope and was killed instantly. It was,
I am sure, the way in which he wou!d have
wished to go. Even after death he was
able to surprise me. This unassuming
and likable, though unorthodox, eccentric
and at times infuriating, man whom one
would never have dreamt was other than
moderately well-off, left a fortune of some
£350,000, to be devoted to the preserva
tion of areas of scenic beauty in the
Highlands.
Years later I was arranging to clear some
furniture through Customs and the ship
ping agent said “You will have to attend
at Customs House No. 2, East India
Import Dock. Do you think you can find
your way there?”. “Yes”, I said slowly,
“I believe I can”.
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level he procured an ancient four-screw
instrument from the Contractor, with
which I struggled bravely for months,
producing results which inspired no one
with confidence, least of all myself. The
Clerk of Works seemed to think I needed
constant cheering up and greeted me
every Monday morning with the ritual
remark “Never mind, you can get up the
day after tomorrow and say ‘The day after
tomorrow is payday’
East India Import Dock had been de
watered to form a drydock in which ten
‘Phoenix” caissons were being con
structed. Since the dock walls had not
been designed to be stable under these
conditions two of them, unsupported by
false quays, had commenced to move and
by the time I reached the site one had
2 Despite all practicable relieving
collapsed.
measures the second was on the verge of
failure and one of my tasks was to take
daily measurements and to keep records
of movements. Feeling thus personally
involved and secretly looking forward to
witnessing a spectacular collapse, it was
ironic that on the day it actually happened
I should have been busy in the office and
was probably the only person on the site
to miss it.
Work continued round the clock on
building the caissons and making prepar
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the site and this could be quite a discon
certing experience as, although well ad
vanced in years, he was amazingly agile.
At intervals he seemed to disappear into
thin air but a quick search usually revealed
him swarming hand over hand up the
scaffolding to its full 60-foot height at an
amazing speed, whither I was forced to
follow him (rather more leisurely) only to
find him skipping, pipe in mouth and hands
in pockets, across one of the 9-inch wide
internal walls. I later learned that he was a
very experienced mountaineer, who had
designed equipment for one of the Everest
expeditions, and after that didn’t feel so
badly about being left so far behind.
2. HAWKEY, R. w., Temporary works at East India Im
port Dock, and South Dock, Surrey Commercial Docks,
Port of London, in Connection with the Construction of
Concrete Caissons for the Mulberry Harbours.
The Civil Engineer in War, Vol.2, p.36. Inst. Civ. Engrs. 1948.
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One of the Resident Engineer’s ambi
tions was to hear his own voice on the
telephone. As he had a direct outside line
as well as an extension from the Contrac
tor’s office he telephoned the Contractor
and asked to be put through to the Resident
Engineer only to receive the reply “But
surely I recognise your voice—you are the
Resident Engineer”. Attempted explan
ations proved difficult and embarassing
and the experiment was reluctantly aban
doned.
Soon the caissons were nearing com
pletion and the time came for the dock to
be flooded. Unfinished caissons were
ballasted but there was heavy betting on
the order in which the others would float,
with some outside money on the chances
of their not floating at all. Float they did,
albeit a little drunkenly at first, but this
was soon corrected, the inevitable leaks
sealed and final preparations made for
towing out. A Berthing Master was
advising on mooring the caissons and
moving them within the dock and one day
he and I were waiting for tugs to arrive to
move a completed caisson from its berth
when the caisson in question slowly
drifted past the office window. Apparently
two watermen had decided that they were
perfectly capable of moving it using their
rowing-boat rather than tugs. As a caisson
weighed some 7,000 tons and had a large
area of superstructure and the day was
squally it was not surprising that they ran
into difficulties. The Berthing Master felt
that some belated action on his part was
called for and grabbed a trailing mooring
rope. As could have been foreseen, this
had little effect on the progress of the cais
son, but as we waited expectantly to see
him disappear bravely over the quayside,
the timely arrival of the tugs saved the day.
The Resident Engineer, who was an
ex-Naval officer, became pre-occupied
with the thought that the floating caissons
would be regarded as ships subject to
considerable dock dues. He and I spent a
great deal of time calculating their dis
placement by every recognised method of
measurement and came to the conclusion
that Thames Yacht Tonnage produced the
most favourable answer, though neither
of us had much faith in our powers to make
this argument stick and were relieved that
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the question never actually arose.
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incessantly at him
parrot”.
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The Resident
than be buried alive.
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Ti lb u ry.
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“

I

1
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Club Notes
Squash Racquets
This has been a much more successful
season than for several years with seven
wins out of fifteen matches with two to
play, which goes some way towards justi
fying the money the Partners put into these
most enjoyable events. Whether we work
any better for the resulting physical
fitness, or should that read exhaustion, is
open to question, although this may not
be the relevant criterion.
But to return to the facts of this report;
it should be added that in defeat we were
never outclassed and certainly many of
the players in the team improved greatly
with competition. We had some con
fusion over fixtures at Ealing at the begin
ning of the season which caused both our
matches with Rendel, Palmer & Tritton to
be deferred, but otherwise the secretary’s
job was made easy by the enthusiasm of
the players. Lensbury Club were able to
defeat us at the magnificent Shell Centre
partly due to the peculiarities of the courts
which are unusually dry and fast—(good
design?)—but our first opponents from
the world of architecture, Powell & Moya,
were narrowly defeated and one felt that
the structural engineers were trying par
ticularly hard on that occasion. Binnie &
Partners fielded probably the strongest
team we had to meet although we came
close to defeating them in the second
encounter. As befits our relative attitudes
to financial matters, the McAlpine team
introduced us to a novel game of darts
which resulted in one of their number
claiming a good sized kitty!
A list of the engineers who represented
the firm in more than two matches follows
the main body of this report, but I doubt
whether the accompanying figures have
any statistical significance. We were
lucky in usually being given a good start

by our regularfirst string, Jim Scott-Webb,
although he all too often appeared to
think that his opponent could be allowed
to win the first game without affecting the
final result. He is undoubtedly a better
player than anyone else in the firm and the
writer had a rather lean season at No. 2
where he was, however, ever to console
himself with the thought that he was
successfully protecting the succeeding
members of the team, who showed a
surprising reluctance to defeat him in
friendly” matches.
Monday evenings tended to find Richard
Wells suffering from a surfeit of fives, or
at least that was what he said it was, but
when able to concentrate fully on the
matter in hand, he played well. Cohn
Baines was the most constant, if not
consistent, member of the team and he
improved tremendously during the season.
John Cook played very well for us but un
fortunately decided to return to the world
of athletics in the middle of the season
and it must be admitted that his chances
of representing his country at squash are
slim. The longest serving member of the
team, Richard Colman, appeared at one
stage to be feeling his age but came back
from two weeks’ skiing in almost invincible
form in the face of which his opponents
visibly paled—or perhaps that was an
optical illusion. When Christopher Wright
could be inveigled away from teaching or
watching others at work, (or would failing
to work be more appropriate in the circum
stances!) he showed us some very fine
tennis strokes—to good effect. “Zach”
Matthews was, as usual, difficult to pin
down for long enough to pick for many
matches and Robin Daniels was an
enthusiastic member of the team on three
occasions.
Sixteen players turned up at Eahing for
the internal match which was not this year
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arranged as a Civils v. Structurals contest
but more as a friendly get-together of
squash players in the firm. The estab
lished playersfoughtoffastrong challenge
from the Bridges Section and I trust that
everyone involved had a good evenings’
entertainment. It was only unfortunate
that more people were not able to have a
game since there are now a great number
who play at Dolphin Square, as is shown
by the fact that we are going through our
third book of tickets for this season. In
previous years we have never used more
than one book a season.
Won Lost
Jim Scott-Webb
7
3
Bill Wyley
4
8
Richard Wells
3
5
Cohn Baines
6
7
John Cook
6
1
Richard Colman
4•,
5
Christopher Wright
3
2
“Zach” Matthews
2
1
Robin Daniels
1
2
Bill Wyley

First:

R. K. Jones

Camera Club
The Club is continuing to grow steadily
and new members are always welcome.
An interesting programme of evening
lectures is arranged for those who are
keen to improve their photography and
recenttitles have included, The Technique
of Enlarging’, and “Composition”.
The Club possesses a fully equipped
darkroom, and photographic material and
cameras may he purchased through the
Club at a discount. The saving on a
couple of films will recover the very modest
subscription!
The most popular meetings are the
lunchtime slide shows. These are open
to all staff, and may be on any subject, and
usually draw a large attendance.
Among others we have had “Wuya
Bridge”, a glaciological expedition in
Greenland, and an underwater expedition
in Greece.
Prizewinning entries in the Spring
Competitions for black-and-white prints
are illustrated.

Second:

F. G. Holt
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this year. Assuming that each section
enters a pair, four leagues will be required
with the four league winners playing off to
decide the ultimate winner.
The firm plays a number of matches,
normally against McAlpine’s, Rendel,
Palmer & Tritton, Binnie’s and Guinness.
The team consists of three pairs mixed
doubles for the Guinness’ match and men’s
doubles for the others, and the matches
are played on weekday evenings. The
home matches are at the Roehampton
Club where amenities are superb, while
the match with Guinness at Park Royal
is suitably stimulating.
Unfortunately
‘Guinness is best’ applies on the courts
as well, not surprising since they have a
free bottle every day.
To help in sorting out a team an internal
trial game will be held at the Roehampton
Club early in May so we can only hope for
better veather to get some practice before
then.
Cohn Baines

Golf

Third:

R. K. Jones

The Summer Competition will be for 35
mm. colour slides in thefollowing groups:—
Group 1. “Away from it all”.
Group 2. Children at play”.
Group 3. “A flower Study”.
An entry fee of 6d. per entry for members
and 9d. per entry for non-members will be
charged to assist with the prizes.
Entries should be handed to the Secre
tary not later than October 20th, 1966.
Ron Jones

Lawn Tennis
‘Send a circular round asking for all
tennis players to sign on and you may be
swamped or you may be left high and
dry’. So said Alan Rowland when I
asked about the problems involved in
taking over the tennis.

Fourth:

A. N. Birch

A circular is normally sent round to find
those interested but it seems appropriate
here to describe the facilities available
within the firm.
Briefly you play Tennis at Battersea
Park on public courts, both shale and black
top being available. The courts can be
booked by phone providing a Registration
Card has been previously been obtained
from the Parks Department at Battersea.
The cost of this card and the charge for the
court, which is paid at the time of playing,
will be refunded on application to Miss
Willett. The firm also has a supply of
balls which can be borrowed from the
Honorary Secretary.
To induce an element of competition
within the firm an inter-section cup is
played for and no doubt Mr. Prylinski’s
Section will be trying hard to win it again

This year in response to several requests
the “Measor Mashie” tournament will be
held later in the year than has been
customary; Tuesday, June 28th is the date
so please make a note in your diary and
keep the day free.
All members of the firm who play golf
are welcome to enter for this competition
which will be held, as usual, at the R.A.C.
Country Club, Epsom.
The competition will be played over
eighteen holes and scored according to
the Stableford system, which is helpful to
the longer handicap players and should
encourage recreational golfers to enter
for this enjoyable outing.
The R.A.C. golf course is a pleasant,
open parkland course with wide, rolling
fairways and immaculate greens, few
hazards and not very difficult “rough”.
Balls are not easily lost and once first-tee
nerves hav3 been conquered the players
are safe in the anonymity of the undulating
terrain.
A circular will be issued nearer the date
and it is hoped that at least a few of the
firm’s reluctant golfers will pluck up
courage to participate this year.
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The following matches against other
firms have been arranged:—
Tuesday, May 17th v. Ove Arup &
Partners
Tuesday, June 14th v. Binnie &
Partners
The teams for the above matches will be
chosen fror, handicap players known to
the writer, If there are any golfers in the
firm who would like to be included for
selection and who are not acquainted with
the writer please remedy this immediately
by phoning Extension 352.
Frank Simpson

Cricket
If the weather improves, there appears a
possibility that our annual cricket fixtures
may once again take place, so assuming
the impossible takes place, here are the
cricket notes for this edition which as usual
at this time of the year are mainly for the
benefit of new staff.
The main event of the season is the
Presidents Match, between two selected
teams from the staff, which will take place
this year on Friday, 1st July at 5.00 p.m.
Our President and Mrs. Hawkey invite
all members of the staff together with their
wives and families to attend this match
and the mid-summer “social” after the
game. A coach is usually provided to
convey spectators to and from Long
Ditton C.C. ground. Full details of the
game and transport arrangements will be
issued to all sections later in the season.
At the time of going to press the fixture
list has not been finahised but we hope to
be meeting most of our old opponents and
friends.
Most of these games will be played on
Wednesday evenings at the Long Ditton
Cricket Club ground, play commencing at
about 5.30 p.m. For the benefit of new
comers I would stress that in all matches
(except the match v. Nyasaland Leopards)
“cricket ability” although greatly appreci
ated is not essential and the evenings
afford an excellent opporWnity to enjoy a
game of cricket irrespective of result and
to meet colleagues from other sections,
whom one does not generally meet during
the day.
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Our only Saturday afternoon game is
against Costains at New Maiden and this
is a family affair at which players’ wives,
children and friends are welcome.
Prospects for the coming year will he
very much in the lap of the Gods, particu
larly Ra and Zeus.

SPRING 1966

open again. It has been done up very
attractively and all facilities have been
greatly improved.
It is very popular
with members ofthefirm. Anyone wishing
to know any further details should get in
touch with me.
Mary Will ett
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Provisional Fixture List
Sat. 14th May. Richard
Costain
Wed. 25th May. Evening
Match
Wed. 1st June.
R.
Travers Morgan &
Partners (Provisional)
Wed. 8th June
Sir
Alexander Gibb &
Partners
Wed. 15th June George
Trew & Dunn (Pro
visional)
Thur. 23rd JLIne Binnie
& Partners
Fri. 1st July Presidents
Match
Fri. 8th July Nyasaland
Leopards

by John Bunting

Sailing
2.00 New Maiden
5.30 Long Ditton
5.30 Long Ditton
5.30 Long Ditton
5.30 Long Ditton
5.30 Long Ditton
5.00 Long Ditton
2.00 Long Ditton
Reg Ready

Swimming
The swimming pooi at Dolphin Square
has unfortunately been closed all winter
for general improvements, but it is now

Wouldn’t a letter have done?
The Hong Kong firm always talks of the
London firm as ALF (Associated London
Firm) and it was interesting to discover
the following announcement in the Per
sonal Column of the “Times” of 18th
February, obviously inserted by the “Com
panion Hong Kong Firm”:
“ALF. Perhaps some inter-assurance of
unity is permissible: I believe we are in

The olfice G.P. 14 ft. sailing dinghy,
Mlanje, is again ready for members to
sail.
The dinghy is available to all members
of the firm and their friends provided one
member of the boat crew can sail. It is a
condition of taking the boat out that every
one wears a life jacket—three are provided
with the boat. Notice should be given to the
sailing secretary before taking the boat
out in order that no clashing of bookings
occur.
Last year the boat was taken out quite a
lot and it is hoped this enthusiasm will
continue.
The location of the boat—Harts Boat
Yard, Portsmouth Road, Surbiton, Surrey.
This can be reached by taking Southern
Region train or bus to Surbiton and then
a ten minute walk. There are car parking
facilities at the boat yard.
Changing accommodation is also avail
able at the boat yard.
Should anyone be interested in sailing,
would they kindly get in touch with
David Blythe

perfect agreement so looking back in
conjunction I can recognize and wel
come the spirit at work from the begin
ning: you have my lasting love and
support: I shall be always be there in
spirit.—CHF.
It is to be hoped that this touching
gesture did not go unheeded and that an
appropriate reply reciprocating fraternal
greetings and assuring CHF that London
is indeed spiritually with it duly appeared
in the “Snuth China Morning Post”.

We were really there to gain technical
experience. But, of course, it was expected
that we should gain culturally from our
visit to Jugoslavia as well. We came from
all over the place. Otto and Werner were
studying architecture. They were from
Germany. So were Helmut and his friend;
but we never found out what they were
studying.
There were four of us from England.
Derek had been one of the first there. He
was a Mechanical Engineer. Keith (whose
real home was Ceylon) and John were both
working at the same Civil Engineering
office. And then there was Bill. He was a
Civil Engineer too, but second only after
his literary aspirations.
From France we had Jean-Pierre, an
other Mechanical Engineer.
There were others too. There were the
Egyptians-—a whole crowd of them—and
probably others that we didn’t even
discover.
Our own crowd was certainly in evidence.
We often found ourselves accumulating in
the coffee.bar at the Mensa after lunch.
We never made much progress with
Serbo-Croat. There were enough of us to
survive this handicap together, however,
and it wasn’t long before everybody else
was speaking much better English.
For a long time it never dawned on us
that we might have a cultural contribution
to make to the people of Zagreb. We
certainly had no strong feelings about it.
It was only when the horse-chestnuts were
ripe on the trees that the cultural short
comings of the eastern bloc became
obvious. The chestnuts just hung there,.
or fell off in complete bewilderment—and
nowhere did any small boy dash forward
to pick them up. It seemed tragic, for it
had been a good year for conkers. It was

with a sense of purpose that Derek and
John, early one evening, rode off on their
scooter, along the tree-lined Zagreb aven
ues, in their questfor conkers—the prelude
to a plan which was designed to profoundly
influence the future of the country, and
even, perhaps, East-West relations.
They had anticipated making afew stops
and picking up the fallen conkers. They
certainly hadn’t anticipated the local
support tlleir efforts would attract. At the
first stop a small crowd of passers-by
quickly began to gather. The people
watched idly and clearly didn’t know why
the chestnuts were being collected. Some
of them said things that were not under
stood, than making dramatic signs so that
it would be clear that horse-chestnuts are
simply not to be eaten. Derek and John
agreed and went on collecting. Unhappily
some of the by-standers became enthusi
astic too, and, despite the concern of their
friends, insisted that it was their duty to
help the strangers. In no time at all they
were ripping down whole branches. Derek
and John were just on their way as the
police arrived.
It had been decided that it should be our
aim to introduce Conkers to Jugoslavia as
a new national sport. We would play our
heats off in the evenings so that we could
be sure of maximum audiences. The
National Finals were to be fought in the
middle of the Trg Republika (the Republic
Square—known affectionately to ourselves
as the ‘Trog’). All the others thought this
highly cultural and an excellent idea. First
of all we had to formulate the standard
National Rules and, of course, a suitable
Serbo-Croat vocabulary had to be estab
lished.
A string length of 25 cm. was agreed.
This would thenceforth be known as the
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Stringski’. Initial difficulty was experi
enced in devising a suitable knot. It was
discovered that the conkers, being still
soft, were too easily forced over the knot.
In consequence it was necessary to intro
duce a 1 cm.-length of match-stick (thence
forth the Stickski’) through a standard
slip-knot (the Knotski’). The accepted
English rules were those we would play to.
Never before had we had such an
ideological reason for a night out, and
were all very enthusiastic. Our venue was a
restaurant quite near to the Cathedral
and just up the road from the Trog. We
had a big table to ourselves outside on the
broad, paved frontage. We liked it there as
they served a syrupy red wine which came
by the litre (or perhaps it was by the gallon)
and was just the thing to break down any
inhibitions that we might have felt when
our international contest got under way.
The conkers had all been carefully bored
in advance. There was a whole bagful.
Strings had been prepared in the approved
lengths, but knotting was the personal
responsibility of each individual.
It was quite surprising to discover just
how enthusiastic those who had never
played the game before had become. We
played earnestly and in all seriousness.
Soon there were Conkerski Twoskis and
Threeskis among our number and the
atmosphere became more tense. All
around people at the other tables looked
on amazed, and sometimes even with
interest, but almost always incredulously.
It had become a tough battle. The Germans
and Jean-Pierre had learned both tech
nique and vocabulary in a masterly way,
and spoke fluently of hitskis’ and missskis’. It had become a revealing match as
well. Helmut and his friend possessed all
the appropriate martial qualities for such a
contest. In an instant when the conker of
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Helmut’s attacking opponent had shattered
itself on Helmut’s already well-proved nut,
we found it hard to understand his own
lack of jubilation. He confessed, however,
that such a victory was without honour,
and was quite upset about it. However,
our friend did have his honourable victories
too, and so was happy at the end of his
campaign.
The management was less happy, how
ever. Practically the whole floor had been
covered in the fragments of the stringborne battle. It was suggested that we
might clear up the mess, and of course,
we did, for this had been a cultural thing,
and anyway it was only right that we
should behave throughout in the spirit of
the English Sportsman.
Not long after this monumental evening
we began to make our separate ways home
ward from Zagreb. The great National
Finals in the Trog never had materialized.
True we had sent missionaries to Zadar,
on the coast, and each of us had pledged
to do his utmost to further our cause before
once again crossing the border. Perhaps,
even now, little boys in the streets of
Zagreb will be ripping down the chestnut
trees in their carefree way, under the
benevolent eye of the militia. In Zadar,
may-be, Conkerskis will have found its
place among the competitions at the
international student-camp. And some
day, in Zagreb, we might hope to hear the
crash of nut against nut in the final battle
of the National Championships in the Trog.
We can only hope, at least, that our
efforts did not go completely without
recognition, and that this little bit of
English culture may have gained some
small toe-hold in the fringe of the IronCurtain, and have contributed in even the
smallest vvay, to the cause of East-West
understanding.
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New Appointments
Be/fast
Miss B. MacManus

Mrs. J. Parrington
Miss Y. Rigg
Mr. J. F. Smith
Mr. E. H. Wakefield
Mr. J. J. Walker
Miss S. D. Webb

Glasgow
Miss M. Irvine
Miss B. Whitelaw

London
Miss J. Avery
Miss L. Burrows
Mr. D..A. Carpenter
Mr. C. K. Cheng
Mrs. D. M. Dawson
Miss P. Elstub

Ken dal
Mr. M. J. Lancaster
Miss M. O’Connor
Miss R. M. Oldham
Mr. D. C. Owen
Mr. D. B. Parrington
Site
Mr. D. J. Flavell
Mr. J. Kennedy
Mr. T. T. Kenwood
Mr. S. G. D. Lidstone
Mr. D. Magee
Mr. J. D. McKeown
Mr. H. A. Stewart
Mr.A.D.Wood
Mr. V. Wood
Mr. C. B. Smith
Nigeria Partnership
Mr. E. H. Collier
Mr. R. A. Cooper
Mr. D. W. Farthing
Mr. R. M. Heddon
Mr. K. B. Locke
Mr. D. C. Lockhart
Mr. B. J. Martin
Mr. N. D. Robinson
Mr. T. G. Sidebottom
Mr. H. F. Smith
Mr. D. Standen
Mr. C. H. Thorn
Mr. R. J. K. Viapree
Mr. A. J. Wiseman
Mr. M. H. Wiseman

(from Cyprus)
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Mr. J. D. Green
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Mr. B. A. Lawal
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Mr. M. M. A. Makki
Mr. W. L. McCarron
Mr. D. Nunn
Miss C. J. Posnett
Miss J. P. Smith
Miss J. C. Squire
Mr. W. D. Sterling
Mrs. M. D. Tatham
Mr. T. J. Watkins
Mr. G. F. Withers

Glasgow Townhead Interchange
Laghey Motorway
Whitgift Centre, Croydon
Glasgow Townhead Interchange
Laghey Motorway
Laghey Motorway
Glasgow Townhead Interchange
Glasgow Townhead Interchange
Glasgow Townhead Interchange
St. Andrew’s University

Maiduguri
Gumel
Kaduna
Kaduna
Moshi
Maiduguri
Kaduna
Kaduna
Kaduna
Maiduguri
Kaduna
Lagos
Kaduna
Gumel
Maiduguri

Maiduguri/Lake Chad Road
Gumel/Magatari Road
Roads Design
Roads Design
lringa/Mbeya Road
Maiduguri/Lake Chad Road
Soils Engineer
Enugu Road Study
Accounts Assistant
Maiduguri/Lake Chad Road
Water Supply Schemes
Delta Power Station
Road Design
Gumel/Magatari Road
Maiduguri/Lake Chad Road
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Hong Kong Partnership
Hong Kong
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by Nripen Acharya
Human instinct in quest of knowledge
and truth, has never been confined to a
specific boundary. This instinct has driven
man through centuries to know the un
knowns, to see the unseens, to discover
the undiscovereds. Thus his effort to
gather self-knowledge has never ceased.
He has studied meticulously the mysteries
of creation, watched the starry sky, studied
astronomy and observed the influence of
the stars on human lives. While observing
the objects around him he did not cease to
wonder about his own self. Know thyself”
he said, knowing the true and conquering
the fears from the unknowns”. When we
are able to realize our true self, fears
cannot exist. All fears proceed from
ignorance and selfishness. When we have
eliminated all ignorance, the self-effulgent
sun of light will shine above the horizon
of our mental plane and there we will see
the light.
So why should we not make an effort to
consider our real selves—to improve our
selves—to the improvement of mankind
as a whole? By the study of the hand we
can gain access to the secret chamber of
our true characters and by studying the
character we can guide ourselves along
the best lines in life and avoid the pitfalls.
We do not precisely know the origin of
palmistry. This was practised in India from
times immemorial. As regards the people
who first understood and practised the
study of the hand, we find undisputed
proofs of their learnings and knowledge.
In some of the ancient cave temples,
the mystic figures of the sphinx tell silently
that such knowledge has been possessed
and used in advance of all those nations
afterwards so celebrated for their learn
ing”, says Cheiro. It has been demon
strated that to make a change from one
sign to another in the zodiacal course of

the sun must have occupied at the least
2140 years and how many centuries
elapsed before such changes came to be
observed and noticed it is impossible even
to estimate”.
) as a student in India followed
1
Cheiro(
an extremely ancient book on the markings
of the hand which has been guarded
in one of the ancient cave temples.
This book” says Cheiro, was of human
skin, pieced and put together in the most
ingenious manner. It was of enormous
size and contained hundreds of well
drawn illustrations, with records of how,
when and where this or that mark was
proved correct. One of the strangest
features in connection with it was that it
was written in some red liquid which age
has failed to spoil or fade. The effect of
those vivid red letters on the pages of dull
yellow skin was most remarkable. By some
compoLlnd, probably made of herbs,
each page was glazed, as it were, by
varnish; but whatever the compound may
have been, it seemed to defy time, as the
outer covers alone showed the signs of
wear and decay. As regards the antiquity
of the book there could be no question. It
was apparently written in three sections
or divisions; the first part belonged to the
earliest language of the country, and dated
so far back that very few of the Brahmins
even could read or decipher it. There are
many such treasures in Hindustan; but
all are so jealously guarded by the Brah
mins that neither money, art, nor power
will ever release such pledges of the past”.
Through the lines and ridges on the
hands one can see one’s past, present and
future. The mysteries of the futLire can be
(1) Journalist and poet, count Louis Hamon, under the
pseudonym cheiro, lived in England in the early part of this
century, practised palmistry and published many books on
this subject, viz. Secrets of the Hand, A Guide to the Hand,
Languages of the Hand, etc.
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by Nripen Acharya
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unveiled immediately by the interpretation
of the hands and the unwelcome events
can be met without any fear.
Palmists believe the man is born with
certain lines on the hands and man may
change them. The lines on the left hand
show the mental and cultural inheritances
and those on the right indicate the accomp
lishment and mental development. Ridges
on the fingers seldom change, but if the
man really changes, the lines on his right
hand (left for left handed persons) will
change. Second Line of Head began to
appearinCheiro’s hand when hewas thirty.
Palmistry is based on a continual and
continuous process of observations. Some
palmists have gazed carefully at the hands
of hundreds of assassins, who invariably
have an abnormally broad, wide and
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flattened nailed phalanx of the thumb, a
scar in the middle phalanx of the second
fingerand acrosswithinthe Plain ofMars().
People having the Line of Head on a conic
hand sloping under the base of the Mount
of Luna have never been seen to have a
natural death.
These are just a few illustrations of
many being observed through the centur
ies. Palmistry is the result of continuous
observations of human nature. There is a
great truth lying behind it. At least for the
sake of truth we should make an endeavour
to seek the truth to help ourselves.
(2) Each little finger has three phalanxes, the top one
having the nail is called the nailed phalanx and the one
below is middle phalanx. The central zone of the fleshy part
of the palm under the little finger is the Mount of Mars and
the zone immediately under the Mount of Mars is the Mount
of Luna.
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RIA.C. Rally 1965
by Co/in Baines
The Regulations say:—
The Rally will start from London on
Sunday, November 21st, and finish in
London on Thursday, November 25th.
The only rest periods specifically pro
vided for competitors between the start in
London and the return to London will be
as follows:—
Breakfast halt of approximately one hour
each on 22nd, 23rd and 25th. Overnight
halt at Perth on 23rd/24th.”
Not really a normal sort of holiday!
In the last few years the pattern of rallies
in general, and the R.A.C. Rally in partic
ular, has changed completely. In the
1950’s the cars were required to run at an
average of 30 mph. on the public roads
between various controls. In a typical
rally the route through the populated areas
was along main roads with the controls
widely spaced to provide an easy run into
some more remote part of the country
like Wales or the Lake Districtfor the night.
Once in the hills navigation was important
as the route was along narrow roads by
map references and the sections between
controls were very much shorter so that
30 m.p.h. was difficult to maintain when
keeping on the route with little chance of
making-up time when deviating from it.
Timing was to the nearest completed
minute at each control and the competitor
with the least accumulated lateness was
the winner. It was a battle between the
organisers and the competitors, the com
petitors and cars improving only to find
that the organ isers had discovered a road
with even more gates on it. Not surpris
ingly rallying became very unpopular with
the locals in the areas which were fre
quently used, the residents complained
of the noise and the farmers of the dead
chickens.
During this time rallying in Britain was

a largely amateur sport, the roads used
were mainly surfaced and the navigation
was complicated enough to make an
ordinary car with a good navigator com
petitive with a good car with an ordinary
navigator.
In recent years, to overcome criticisms
of the general public and to attract foreign
entrants, the R.A.C. started using private
roads for Special Stages, using an easily
navigable route on the public roads to
link them together, and this system was
followed for the 1965 Rally. The Special
Stages are driven as fast as possible and
timed to the second while the linking route
is negotiated at a 30 m.p.h. average.
Forestry Commission or War Office land
is used for the Special Stages and the
majority are merely narrow tracks, rough
and rutted, so the cars get hammered
both physically and mechanically. The
manufacturers enter their own highly
professional teams and use service cars
carrying spare tyres, brake linings, and
any other equipment thought necessary
to keep their cars running. The private
entrants obviously have difficulty in com
peting with the works entries on either
driving ability or service facilities although
most make some service arrangements.
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Competitors Car Park

I was called in by two friends from home
to help with their entry. Geoff Speight
and Bill Brooks, owners of a garage in
Windermere, entered a Mini-Cooper 1275S
with two other cars to act as service cars.
I was to navigate one of these, a Cortina
G.T. and also co-ordinate with the other
service car, a Mini-Cooper.
The mechanical and spares situation
was organised in Windermere, while in
London I collected i” maps covering the
route and 1” maps covering all the Special
Stages. These were marked up with the
start and finish of the Stages leaving only
the route between to be determined from
the Road Book. I met the rest of the
team on Friday night at London Airport
to hear that the Rally car had given
trouble on the way down and that the
gearbox had been stripped down at
B.M.C. Abingdon, but that the car was
once more in good condition. Road books
and other documents were obtained and
the map marking started—sixty pages of

directions to be put onto three sets of
maps and the outline of the service
arrangements to be drawn up. Friday
evening, all day Saturday and Sunday
morning were spent doing this while the
car passed through scrutineering.
We had a really good meal at Sunday
lunchtime and then watched the early
The entries are seeded,
cars start.
Makinen, Hopkirk and the like are early
numbers with the privateers lower down
the list.
At last as it was growing dark it was time
to go, the Cortina being due to service the
two Special Stages on Salisbury Plain
since the first stage near Andover had
been cancelled. We waited at the start
of the Millston Down stage till the Rally
car arrived then went a couple of miles
along the road to wait at the finish while
the competitors battled through the five
miles of tank tracks which made up the
stage. We put out our signboard and
watched the lower numbers come through
151, 158, 159, then 161 our car with all
lights blazing. It screeched to a halt
alongside us, mud dripping everywhere—
driver out, crash-helmet off, a quick look
round, in again and the car tore off down
the road. Nothing for us to do at the end
of the Rolleston Camp stage either, the
car merely stopping then shooting off
again.
Now the routine was established. The
Cooper looked after the next stage while
we pressed on through Taunton to a
Forestry Commission stage in the Brendon
Hills. We had time in hand so went to
the start and Peter, my driver, walked up
to survey the scene reporting a very rough
steep slope that had claimed a victim—a
Ford with a broken halfshaft. An unfortu
nate Mini driver dame down looking for a
drive shaft. We were carrying one but we
had to wait and clear the matter with Geoff
before parting with it, arranging to collect
a replacement in Bristol. No trouble for
us here and off we went to Porlock where
the stage was on the famous hill—one of
the few surfaced stages. Thence via the
stage in the Quantocks which the Cooper
was servicing and on to the control at
Bristol Airport and a meal.
Here we did our first actual work,
fuelling the car and cleaning lights and
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windscreen, no other problems having
shown up. It was now 3 a.m. Monday,
freezing hard and Wales was ahead of
us.
The next leg from Bristol to Aber
gavenny was straightforward, an easy
run through Gloucester and two icy
stages in the Forest of Dean—here
Chepstow Round Table were doing a
good trade in hot dogs and coffee round
a bonfire. At Abergavenny we had time
for a short stop and the hydrolastic
suspension was pressurised by B.M.C.
service while we waited. Rumours of fog
and snow to the north were not encourag
ing.
Over the hills and two stages away was
Devil’s Bridge and a 58 minute halt for
breakfast. Before reaching the first of
these two stages, on the Artillery Range
at Eppynt, we ran into fog and .a light
dusting of snow only realizing how
slippery it was when we came up behind
a twitching 3-litre Rover entered by the
Army. We had volunteered to lead the
Rally car up to the start since the route
was very obscure. The Cortina managed
to skid its way up with the windscreen
icing up and the fog getting thicker but
got to the start of the stage to find that
there was only one way out—forward.
The marshals were good enough to let
us go into the stage and told us to turn
right immediately though the road was
not shown on the map and they did not
know where it would take us. However,
we had got the Rally car there so we set
off on our diversion—heading east rather
than north west and breakfast seemed
rather remote. The fog and snow cleared
as we climbed further, we came onto the
map again and with dawn our spirits rose.
We made straight for Devil’s Bridge as
soon as we rejoined the route but coming
down a snow covered hill into Tregaron
our road was completely blocked by an
abandoned Minivan and the Cortina slid
to a halt with wheels locked. We realised
too late that there were other cars just
behind, the first, another helpless Cortina,
sliding towards us to stop a couple of feet
away. Soon there were enough people to
manhandle the Mini out of the way and start
gritting. We crawled slowly down the
hill only to run into freezing fog and a thin

43

layer of hard-packed snow on the road.
A G.P.O. van with chains went past us
then stopped with his windscreen iced
over. Luckily we ran out of this into sun
shine—a blanket of cloud had been
trapped in the bottom of the Nalley—and
arrived at Devil’s Bridge to find the Rally
car there but due to leave in ten minutes.
They had been seven minutes late arriving
and this lateness would be added to the
aggregate of their times on the stages.
The Cooper arrived just after us, having
hit a bank and been delayed on the hill
down into Tregaron. The damage was
only trivial so after a cup of tea we all set
off again.
The next leg was to Oulton Park with
four stages including the seventeen mile
stage in Dovey Forest. The two service
cars kept together on this run since it was
not possible to get to the end of some of
the stages and our meeting points with the
Rally car were on the nearest main road.
The Rally car was sounding crisper than
ever and did not need any attention.
Three laps of Oulton Park constituted a
stage and for this the tyres were changed
from Weathermaster SP 44 to SP 3. Here
we could see the car in action—very fast
and very steady compared with one com
petitor who insisted on travelling fifty yards
on the grass coming out of Lodge Corner
on each of his three laps.
After Oulton there was a long run to
Thirsk without any stages and it was de
cided that we should all go up the M.6 and
have a meal just outside Preston. I took
over the wheel of the Cortina for the first
time on the motorway, Peter falling asleep
as soon as he was in the passenger seat.
We arrived as planned at Preston and sat
down to eat and freshen up generally.
When the Rally car arrived Bill and Geoff
came in with long faces—the gearbox was
giving trouble, would definitely not make
it all the way round and rather than break
down in the wilds of Scotland they had
decided to retire.
So it was all over.
We went back to Windermere, had a
drink and retired to bed thinking of all the
others who still had a further twenty hours
driving before getting any sleep, then
thinking ahead to the 1966 R.A.C. Rally,
hoping for better luck.
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N ews letters
Westmorland
Where d’you want this ‘ere building
then?” he asked. A few minutes elapsed
while a torrent of men and answers
poured over him. He looked tired and
worried, having manoeuvred his heavily
laden lorry up the winding road to Shaw
End, only to arrive at 5.30 p.m. Fortunately
someone took pity on him and stayed
behind to help.
As the reader may have gathered, the
population explosion has burst on us and
we have expanded yet again. We have
filled every nook and cranny and have
even taken to burying earth samples under
ground—we could have taught the Ameri
cans in Spain! To fit any more people into
the existing offices was impossible.
The new building was erected in a fort
night (of rain) and the new Quantities
Section under Ron Henderson moved in
when it dried out. Three soils engineers
also shuffled into one room (by kind
permission of the Union for the Advance
ment of Entertainers). They were last
heard humming: “I’d never leave my little
wooden hut for you”. Ron Henderson has
with him D. C. Owen and also, on loan
from Sections 1 and 2, John Bannerman
and Ernie Wakefield. Under terrific pres
sure from all sides, they hope to produce
the Bills of Quantities for Section 3 by the
end of March. It goes almost without saying
that every lesson learnt from the troubles
and claims in Cheshire is being incorp
orated in the new Bills.
Section 1 (Carnforth to Farleton) are
battling on under Stewart McNee against
objections and alterations of all kinds.
They now find themselves turning their
hands to designing a realignment of the
Lancaster Canal, possibly the only length
of new canal to be built in these parts for
many years. Our congratulations to David
Flint who married Patsy Nobbee on Feb

ruary 4th. They had a very quiet wedding
which we first heard about on the 7th.
Peter Knowles’ section (Farleton-Killing
ton) have now incorporated stepped
carriageways on two parts of the motor
way south of Peasey Beck but the design
north of Peasey Beck is still not finalised
because of objections. However they have
been busying themselves with prepar
ations for the Trial Embankment which
falls within their section. Phil Green has
come up from London (Soils) and site
work commenced on March 14th. The
Contract, for £36,329, was awarded to
Messrs. John Laing Construction Ltd.
The purpose of the Trial is to study the
behaviours under various weather con
ditions of the boulder clay, to decide on
the maximum moisture content at which
embankments can be constructed of it
and the time required for their consolid
ation. At the same time a plant trial will
be undertaken. The Trial Embankment
constructed will eventually form a part of
the motorway and the useful experience
gained should enable economies to be
made throughout the motorway con
struction.
“Killington to Tebay Section” is at last
appearing on Contract Drawings which
Tony Williams’ section have been pre
paring. The drawings go to the Ministry
for approval at the end of March and the
Ministry are hoping to send them out to
tenderers in mid-June. The road works
drawings are based on 1: 500 plans and
not 1: 2500 as stated in the last Pontifact.
Amongst the drawings issued to the
contractor will also be approximately
1700 cross sections automatically drawn
(thank goodness) by a mechanical plotter.
The instructions for the plotter were direct
output from the computer which was used
to calculate the earthworks quantities for
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the motorway and side roads. The program
used was part of the Nordisk Series of
road design programs.
Although already tightly packed in their
room, Section 3 have managed to squeeze
up in order to accommodate five new
tracers. Actually, by careful manipulation,
three new girls were squeezed in Section
3’s room and the two men were found
spaces in other rooms.
“A length of experimental snow fencing,
designed by The Road Research Labora
tory, has been erected on the Shap Fells.
The fencing consists of four broad bands
of red terylene fastened to wooden posts
which rest on the ground. The entire
fence is held in position by a system of guy
ropes.” Thus ran some of the newspaper
articles and a news item on the B.B.C.
programme ‘Roundabout”, describing the
fencing trial arranged by Barry Paget’s
Section (Tebay-Hackthorpe). The fencing
was already proven as an effective pre
venter of severe snow-drifting, and the
main purpose of the trial on the fells was
to determine the possible reactions of the
local inhabitants. To everyone’s relief, the
natives, guardians of their common land,
renowned for their sure-footedness and
almost super-human jumping ability de
clined to see red and refused to nibble at
the guy ropes. In short, the sheep ignored
the fence. Undismayed, Section 4 are
preparing another fencing trial. This time,
it is a post and wire fence proposed for
normal motorway boundary use and is
intended to be less of an intrusion on the
landscape than the usual wooden post
and rail fence. The proposed posts will be
slender hollow steel ones and all the wire
will be plastic coated, in mesh form for
the lower half and plain line wire for the top
half of the fence.
Since the last newsletter, Mike Heddon
has left Section 4 for Nigeria and his place
has been filled by John Smith. Des Boon
has also moved on and was last heard of in
Hong Kong en route for Brunei. Valerie
Mayo has joined the Section as a tracer.
Spring has obviously sprung in Len
Parker’s Soils Laboratory. They report
that congratulations should be extended
to:—
Margaret O’Connor who married George
Dargue on February 8th.; Steve Armitage
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who married Jennifer Pumphrey on Feb
ruary 25th.; Jennifer Wilson and Eric Park
who were married on March 12th.; and
Jean Astin who married Bill Sandham on
March 26th. However, others have been
busy with the Soils Report for Section 3
making use of offset-litho printing. They
have completed the Trial Blast without
derailing a single train and the pre-splitting
technique appears to have been very
successful. They are now about to under
take a dewatering trial on Section 4 be
sides the other soils investigations that
continue on all sections.
Down in Kendal, John Swift and his
bridge designers have scaled new heights.
Borrowdale Bridge, carrying the A685
over Borrow Beck, incorporated almost
every difficLllty a road engineer could offer
a bridge designer and Ernie Pennells has
spent two months analysing a nd
perspex scale model of the bridge at
Imperial College, London. However not
only bridges cause problems. Other de
lights of Section 3 are Long Culvert which
is a 6’xS’ box culvert over 3000 feet long
and Sparishaw culvert which has “FishRefuges” to help migratory fish to pass
upstream though no one is sure whether
the fish will attempt it.
The Land Plans and Admin: Sections
struggle on, in spite of an ever-changing
routine. They are quiet types, without too
much to say, but they seem happy in their
little boxes and occasionally come out to
play. We have received some queries about
our committee members and their relative
tasks, since the list was published in the
last Pontifact. Contrary to popular belief
Russ Collins, our Wines member, is often
sober and uses his many contacts to
obtain cut-price wines for us throughout
the year. Our entertainments member,
David Butler, organised a recent Soirée at
“The Plough”, Lupton, a rendezvous which
had not been tried before by the majority
of the staff. However, about fifty of us now
have it on our visiting list after a very
enjoyable evening.
The Mint Sollrce Club has also grown
from strength to strength and could offer
quite a comprehensive guide to eating
places in the Lake District. The club is
run on similar lines to the Hong Kong
Pontifact Diners Club although unlike
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N ews letters
Westmorland
Where d’you want this ‘ere building
then?” he asked. A few minutes elapsed
while a torrent of men and answers
poured over him. He looked tired and
worried, having manoeuvred his heavily
laden lorry up the winding road to Shaw
End, only to arrive at 5.30 p.m. Fortunately
someone took pity on him and stayed
behind to help.
As the reader may have gathered, the
population explosion has burst on us and
we have expanded yet again. We have
filled every nook and cranny and have
even taken to burying earth samples under
ground—we could have taught the Ameri
cans in Spain! To fit any more people into
the existing offices was impossible.
The new building was erected in a fort
night (of rain) and the new Quantities
Section under Ron Henderson moved in
when it dried out. Three soils engineers
also shuffled into one room (by kind
permission of the Union for the Advance
ment of Entertainers). They were last
heard humming: “I’d never leave my little
wooden hut for you”. Ron Henderson has
with him D. C. Owen and also, on loan
from Sections 1 and 2, John Bannerman
and Ernie Wakefield. Under terrific pres
sure from all sides, they hope to produce
the Bills of Quantities for Section 3 by the
end of March. It goes almost without saying
that every lesson learnt from the troubles
and claims in Cheshire is being incorp
orated in the new Bills.
Section 1 (Carnforth to Farleton) are
battling on under Stewart McNee against
objections and alterations of all kinds.
They now find themselves turning their
hands to designing a realignment of the
Lancaster Canal, possibly the only length
of new canal to be built in these parts for
many years. Our congratulations to David
Flint who married Patsy Nobbee on Feb

ruary 4th. They had a very quiet wedding
which we first heard about on the 7th.
Peter Knowles’ section (Farleton-Killing
ton) have now incorporated stepped
carriageways on two parts of the motor
way south of Peasey Beck but the design
north of Peasey Beck is still not finalised
because of objections. However they have
been busying themselves with prepar
ations for the Trial Embankment which
falls within their section. Phil Green has
come up from London (Soils) and site
work commenced on March 14th. The
Contract, for £36,329, was awarded to
Messrs. John Laing Construction Ltd.
The purpose of the Trial is to study the
behaviours under various weather con
ditions of the boulder clay, to decide on
the maximum moisture content at which
embankments can be constructed of it
and the time required for their consolid
ation. At the same time a plant trial will
be undertaken. The Trial Embankment
constructed will eventually form a part of
the motorway and the useful experience
gained should enable economies to be
made throughout the motorway con
struction.
“Killington to Tebay Section” is at last
appearing on Contract Drawings which
Tony Williams’ section have been pre
paring. The drawings go to the Ministry
for approval at the end of March and the
Ministry are hoping to send them out to
tenderers in mid-June. The road works
drawings are based on 1: 500 plans and
not 1: 2500 as stated in the last Pontifact.
Amongst the drawings issued to the
contractor will also be approximately
1700 cross sections automatically drawn
(thank goodness) by a mechanical plotter.
The instructions for the plotter were direct
output from the computer which was used
to calculate the earthworks quantities for

I

the motorway and side roads. The program
used was part of the Nordisk Series of
road design programs.
Although already tightly packed in their
room, Section 3 have managed to squeeze
up in order to accommodate five new
tracers. Actually, by careful manipulation,
three new girls were squeezed in Section
3’s room and the two men were found
spaces in other rooms.
“A length of experimental snow fencing,
designed by The Road Research Labora
tory, has been erected on the Shap Fells.
The fencing consists of four broad bands
of red terylene fastened to wooden posts
which rest on the ground. The entire
fence is held in position by a system of guy
ropes.” Thus ran some of the newspaper
articles and a news item on the B.B.C.
programme ‘Roundabout”, describing the
fencing trial arranged by Barry Paget’s
Section (Tebay-Hackthorpe). The fencing
was already proven as an effective pre
venter of severe snow-drifting, and the
main purpose of the trial on the fells was
to determine the possible reactions of the
local inhabitants. To everyone’s relief, the
natives, guardians of their common land,
renowned for their sure-footedness and
almost super-human jumping ability de
clined to see red and refused to nibble at
the guy ropes. In short, the sheep ignored
the fence. Undismayed, Section 4 are
preparing another fencing trial. This time,
it is a post and wire fence proposed for
normal motorway boundary use and is
intended to be less of an intrusion on the
landscape than the usual wooden post
and rail fence. The proposed posts will be
slender hollow steel ones and all the wire
will be plastic coated, in mesh form for
the lower half and plain line wire for the top
half of the fence.
Since the last newsletter, Mike Heddon
has left Section 4 for Nigeria and his place
has been filled by John Smith. Des Boon
has also moved on and was last heard of in
Hong Kong en route for Brunei. Valerie
Mayo has joined the Section as a tracer.
Spring has obviously sprung in Len
Parker’s Soils Laboratory. They report
that congratulations should be extended
to:—
Margaret O’Connor who married George
Dargue on February 8th.; Steve Armitage

45

who married Jennifer Pumphrey on Feb
ruary 25th.; Jennifer Wilson and Eric Park
who were married on March 12th.; and
Jean Astin who married Bill Sandham on
March 26th. However, others have been
busy with the Soils Report for Section 3
making use of offset-litho printing. They
have completed the Trial Blast without
derailing a single train and the pre-splitting
technique appears to have been very
successful. They are now about to under
take a dewatering trial on Section 4 be
sides the other soils investigations that
continue on all sections.
Down in Kendal, John Swift and his
bridge designers have scaled new heights.
Borrowdale Bridge, carrying the A685
over Borrow Beck, incorporated almost
every difficLllty a road engineer could offer
a bridge designer and Ernie Pennells has
spent two months analysing a nd
perspex scale model of the bridge at
Imperial College, London. However not
only bridges cause problems. Other de
lights of Section 3 are Long Culvert which
is a 6’xS’ box culvert over 3000 feet long
and Sparishaw culvert which has “FishRefuges” to help migratory fish to pass
upstream though no one is sure whether
the fish will attempt it.
The Land Plans and Admin: Sections
struggle on, in spite of an ever-changing
routine. They are quiet types, without too
much to say, but they seem happy in their
little boxes and occasionally come out to
play. We have received some queries about
our committee members and their relative
tasks, since the list was published in the
last Pontifact. Contrary to popular belief
Russ Collins, our Wines member, is often
sober and uses his many contacts to
obtain cut-price wines for us throughout
the year. Our entertainments member,
David Butler, organised a recent Soirée at
“The Plough”, Lupton, a rendezvous which
had not been tried before by the majority
of the staff. However, about fifty of us now
have it on our visiting list after a very
enjoyable evening.
The Mint Sollrce Club has also grown
from strength to strength and could offer
quite a comprehensive guide to eating
places in the Lake District. The club is
run on similar lines to the Hong Kong
Pontifact Diners Club although unlike

PONTIFACT No. 15

46

Hong Kong, the organising couple are
limited to the ‘off-peak” season (no
reference to the food) and as yet there have
been no speeches made. At the last
dinner, organised by Len and Doris
Parker, we found ourselves with a band
and dance floor to ourselves; the only
other visitors to the Swan Hotel, Newby
Bridge, being a honeymoon couple who
seemed in a hurry to finish their meal.
The record attendance of 26 had a most
enjoyable time, outstaying the honey
mooners by three hours.
At the time of going to press, we are
about to elect our new cricket captain who
will no doubt wish me to extend a welcome
to any interested visitors who wish to make
use of our nets and to throw down the
gauntlet to any branch of the firm who
would care to take it up. We also have an
“Enterprise” class sailing dinghy christ
ened “WOW” which is berthed on Windermere. Once again, any staff visitor may
make use of the boat. We have an ex
changes cheme for garden plants designed
to make all SWKP gardens look alike by
the end of the job. Chess, Bridge, Croquet,
Golf; you name the pleasures, we supply
them. Everyone welcome!
Ronnie Rakusen
Tennis—Westmorland
The summer of last year saw the appear
ance of the Grand Slam Trophy Competi
tion—in true engineering tradition a crosssectional or even an inter-sectional affair.
The competition was well received and
nearly all of the eight sections in Kendal
produced two teams each.
Played in the evenings, on a private court,
the battles were fought on a knock-out
basis, and (by a process of elimination
through injuries, holidays and a few war
games) the field was, over a four-week
period, reduced to the semi-finalists. The
fact that the final was never played did not
prevent the eventual emergence of a
winning pair. All four semi-finalists were
drawn from Road Section 4—the unques
tionable Grand Slam Section. With the
banishment, in the New Year, of Mike
Heddonto Nigeria and Des Boon to Brunei,
in a plot which might have come from
Agatha Christie, John Warburton and

i

Malcolm Collison were the only ones left
in the whole questionable affair and so
emerged victorious as the Supreme Grand
Slam Pair.
John Bunting
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All that glitters
How do medals and stamps compare as
collector’s items? With the medal makers
keeping most issues down to 500 sets, and
issuing certificates to this effect so that
the public know where they stand, their
products must be rarer. Special stamps,
although on sale at the Post Office for a
very short period, are printed in much
larger numbers, and even when the
philatelist knows the extent of an issue he
cannot know the number used for postage
which will end up on an envelope in the
wastepaper basket. Purchase of a stamp
is either payment for a potential service or
the means of adding to a collection,
whereas a commemorative medal is only
a collector’s piece. On the other hand the
intrinsic value of a stamp is negligible
whilst that of a medal is considerable,
even if the gold content is only 40 per cent
as is frequently the case. The artistic
merit of recent examples of stamps and
medals is debatable but there is one great
advantage with the latter: if one’s gaze
tires of the obverse one can always turn

Chacun
By Bowness
1066 and all that
The ninth centenary of the Battle of
Hastings is being commemorated by
several of the gold medal makers whose
sales have climbed so swiftly in the past
year. One company is offering a matched
set of two medallions in a collectors box
for a mere 185 guineas. Minted in 22 carat
gold, one weighing four ounces and the
other two ounces, the issue is strictly
limited to 500 sets so that the price on
the second-hand market could be expected
to show a two-fold appreciation by the end
of next year. Another set of three even
larger medals, on which the sculptor
manages to reconstruct the battle scene
and King Harold’s death, is already on
sale at a price of £241.
The boom began with the issue of
Churchill commemorative medals a year
ago which proved an instant best-seller
and has since shown how the resale
value can rocket in a very short time. The
numismatists were captivated. More col
lectors entered the field as the number
of manufacturers increased, minting new
medals to commemorate such events as
the 25th anniversary of the Battle of
Britain and the death of that venerable
nonagenarian Dr. Albert Schweitzer. 1965
provided splendid scope for the celebra
tion of anniversaries and, of course, the
Post Office set an example for the medallists by producing more new stamps than
in any year in its history. The philatelists
must have spent a fortune collecting all
the issues commemorating, inter alia, the
ninth centenary of Westminster Abbey,
the seventh centenary of Simon de Montfort’s Parliament, the first centenaries of
the Salvation Army and of Lister’s dis
covery of the antiseptic principle, and an
inexplicable anniversary of the poet Burns
who lived from 1759 to 1796. [No doubt the
Stamp Club will confirm this—Editors]
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it over and contemplate the reverse. The
argument is inconclusive, as it must be
in the comparison of two subjects for
collection which involve such vastly differ
ent financial outlays. However, if money
is no object, the best of both worlds can
be had by obtaining the stamp replicas, in
18 carat gold, commemorating Sir Winston
Churchill. To mix the metaphor, this is
surely having one’s cake and eating it.
Safe Keeping
I have just re-read Wally Grainger’s
Specification for Storage of Dahlia Tubers
which appeared in the first Pontifact.
Clause 2.00 states that “storage shall be
in a cool but frost-proof place free from
mice, children or other depredators”.
Those who count a Bank Manager amongst
their friends might consider an ideal
storage place in accordance with this
specification. My dahlias are now in the
vaults of the Windermere branch of the
District Bank. What is more, I pay no
Bank Charges for this service because my
account is with Lloyds.

Africa

I

In our last letter we remarked that
events had been moving too fast for us in
Nigeria. Recent experience has shown us
that we were only in low gear and we are
now finding the pace very hot indeed.
The changes in Nigeria itself and in the
firm have been revolutionary,
We woke up on the morning of 15th
January to find ourselves in the hands of
the Military. Usually when trouble occurs
it is the task of Head Office to make
anxious enquiries about all those on
remote stations. In this instance the roles
were reversed and we were incommuni
cado in Kaduna whilst the outstations
were asking what had happened to us.
However, as in all the best stories, the
ending was a happy one. At least we
think it was, but no doubt there are Resi
dent Engineers in far distant places who
consi&r that they would get on better
without us.
For those of you who are contemplating
a General Election at the moment when

this is being written it might he of interest
that the general feeling in Nigeria is one of
relief that politics are in abeyance for a
time. There is a great deal of hope that
Nigeria will be able to put its house in
order and emerge as a strong and united
nation. All development projects are
being pressed energetically and we are,
of course, deeply committed to these as
all our work out here is directed towards
the development of the country. We have
every confidence that Nigeria will grow
into a country which will lead Africa into
a better future.
The changes within the firm have been
nearly as extensive as those oLltside.
We too, have had a change of Government.
This was not a drastic operation but one
which was described in Queen Anne’s time
as “broadening the bottom” and we have
much pleasure in welcoming as partners
Messrs. Bowen, Sang, Henry and Wil!iams,
all of whom we hope to meet out here in
the near future.
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Arrivals have been many, and departures
few. In Kaduna we have been reinforced
by Mike and Mavis Heddon from Kendal,
Achille and Depy Calzetti from Athens,
Ron and Ceri Viapree, Trevor Sidebottom,
Brian Martin, David Farthing, Douglas
Standen and Au Gombe. We also have
four economists from the Economist
Intelligence Unit and seven surveyors
from Storys. In Enugu we have been
strengthened by the arrival of A. U. Uwe
and Niel Robinson. On the staff of the
Lake Chad road the newcomers are Ted
and Joan Collier, David Lockhart, Andrew
and Janet Wiseman, John and Anne
Mushet and Harold and Winifred Smith.
At Gumel, Bill Kelly now has Richard
Cooper and Martin Wiseman to assist
him. Peter and Mary Joselin have replaced
the Parks at Afam and Christopher and
Josephine Thorn have taken the place of
the Lidstones at Delta.
We have said goodbye to the Parks,
the Lidstones and Barau Lawal who are
all with the London firm.
Mr. Grace visited us at the end of
February and saw Maiduguri, Enugu,
Kaduna and Lagos. In case any of our
readers think that these visits are purely
social and tourist occasions, we would
like to say that he travelled several thou
sand miles by International Air Lines,
nearly two thousand miles by Internal air
services and over one thousand miles by
road in less than three weeks. There were
strenuous parties in his honour in Maidu
gun, Enugu and Kaduna, and we must admit
that he stood up to this rough treatment
extremely well.
Peter Halls, who came here at the
beginning of March, was not so lucky.
After a very tiring night flight he arrived in

Kaduna on Saturday and was involved in a
prolonged social occasion. He left early
on Sunday morning for bush and spent
the next three days in some very remote
places. He arrived back in Kaduna all in
one piece (much to our surprise) and we
must apologise to him for giving him such
a drastic introduction to Africa. We hope
that on the next occasion he will be able
to stay with us longer, and take things at a
slower pace.
For the record, and for future comment
by ‘Zach” we are intrigued by the number
of April birthdays amongst the staff here.
We suppose that we should all be charging
each other with our heads down but being
beasts of the bush, we are all grazing
peacefully together at the moment. We
draw George Edington’s attention to this
phenomenon in the hope that he will
continue the good work.
In Tanzania the Mkumbara-Kisangiro
road construction has started and the
Staff for this will be arrving shortly. The
political situation in East Africa is as
complicated as that in the west, and we
are assisting in keeping the communica
tions open between Tanzania and Zambia
by supervising the improvement and
maintenance of the Iringa-Mbeya road,
part of the route between Dar-es-Salaam
and the Zambian border. Ken Locke has
recently gone out to be the Inspector on
this job and we welcome him back to the
fold.
The Erridges have returned from leave
and the Baxters have left for Australia.
We were very sorry to lose them and we
hope that Tom finds Australia as he left it.
We shall certainly expect to see a marked
improvement in the next touring rugger
side.
John Gandy

Hong Kong
This place feels like Victoria Station,
with visitors and babies arriving at frequent
intervals and people dashing off to Brunei.
To start with the babies, two have been
born to Binnie couples working out at
Plover Cove and on our side both Darryl
and Pam Murphy and Gillian and Robin
Osborn have welcomed a second son.
Whilst dealing with domestic issues it

gives great pleasure to announce Michael
Guilford’s engagement to Miss Carol
Hailstone and to wish them a happy future
as well as Jim Chung-ling who married
Miss Theresa Chan Shiu Ching and
Andrew Pang who married Miss Chung
Kam Miu.
The pressure of work has been some
what relieved by the arrival from the
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London office of Jim Blake (with Doreen)
to replace Bill Lamb on Kwai Chung site,
and both Dermot Carvill (with Marie) and
David Newell (with Ann and two children)
to set LI a roads section within the Hong
Kong office. In spite of this increase in
staff there are still wild-eyed men about as
the In” trays pile up while people are
away showing thousands of interested
contractors around the Cross-Harbour
Tunnel sites.
The tunnel is naturally involving a lot of
coordinating administration here, plus the
organisation and supervision of various
site investigations (two contracts so far).
Design of the casting basin is well under
way with Ted Sluymer of Per Hall assisting.
The casting basin will probably be formed
of cellular sheet-pile cofferdams. The
Castle Peak Road has reached the site
investigation stage and the report is
nearing completion. Tender documents
are being prepared by Andrew Maslowicz
for the Lai Chi Kok bridge. The current
survey for an oil company finally went
ahead in January and during the night we
certainly realised that Hong Kong is only
just in the Tropics. This winter some days
have been as cold as an English summer!
Other new work includes Brunei airport
and the Kai Tak runway extension report.
Possible future work includes a site investi
gation for an oil tanker terminal, mooring
dolphins near Kai Tak and another current
survey, all for oil companies, plus roads in
Brunei.
Local transfers in Hong Kong are as
follows:— Michael Owen returned from
the Mass Transportation Study to join
Bill Lamb in the Tunnel office; Peter Heath
left the Plover Cove Joint Office and,
preceded by Hsu Tse-lin, went out to
Esso’s oil storage and tanker pier site at
Nga Ying Chau whence Hsu was subse
quently transferred to the Castle Peak
Road site investigation; Andrew Pang left
SWKP office for Kwai Chung site; Luk
Tat-wing returned to the SWKP office on
completion of work at Sham Tseng.
We welcome to the Hong Kong firm
Albert Liu Chung-fai and Chee Man
chung. Syd Drury, Harry Pooley and
Lance Dodd have had recent periods of
home leave and by the time this appears
in print it will be Gordon Wilson’s turn.
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It is when we reach the visitors’ section
that the mind boggles. First we had the
Tunnel men—Messrs. Measor, Williams
and Innes from our side, David Culverwell
of F.F.& P. and three people from Per Hall
Associates of Montreal were ll here at
the same time in late November and there
was barely room to breathe! After they left
we braced ourselves for the Christmas
and Chinese New Year festive season
and then welcomed Messrs. Henry and
Hodgen during February, followed by
Messrs. Spencer, Boon and Sterling en
route to Brunei Airport. Mr. Elliott also
went for a reconnaissance and on his
return Paul Ng and Chan Wai-man went
out to do a preliminary survey of the
airport. (It is said to be an airport job but
we wonder if the firm is designing a new
golf course for the Sultan; after all one
only has to look at the golf results in the
last Pontifact.) At the time of writing both
Mr. Freeman of F.F. & P. and Mr. Ford of
Binnie’s are in Hong Kong.
At the end of November Michael
Guilford went to London to present, on
behalf of Mr. Elliott, the joint ICE. paper
with Mr. Ford on the investigation and
design for the Plover Cove Water Scheme.
Ken Phillips and Yuen Wai-to presented
a joint paper to the Hong Kong Engineering
Society on the Esso oil terminal project
at Nga Ying Chau, which includes off
shore berthing structures for the heaviest
vessels (69,000 tons deadweight) ever to
have berthed against such structures in
Hong Kong.
“British Week” has just been held in
Hong Kong and the firm was asked to
organise a stand for the British Engineer
ing Display on behalf of the Association
of Consulting Engineers. The task devolved
onto Bill Lamb. After the inevitable frantic
last-minute rush, everything was ready
for Princess Margaret, accompanied by
Lord Snowdon, to open the Engineering
Display. The A.C.E. stand was the first
one past the entrance and also one of the
largest. It included models or photographs
of the firm’s work in Hong Kong (Plover
Cove dam, Kai Tuk airport and Cross
Harbour Tunnel), Glasgow (Townhead
Interchange), the M6 motorway and Pres
tatyn sea defence works. The Royal
visitors spent several minutes on the stand
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and spoke to Messrs. Elliott, Lamb and
Au-Yong. Also as part of British Week,
Ken Phillips gave a talk to the students of
Hong Kong Technical College on British
civil and structural engineering. (Due to
pressure of work, the firm here did not
want to give the talk, until the organisers
said that they also had somebody from
* * *
and Associates in mind.)
Enthusiasm for the Pontifact Diners’
Club does not diminish and there have
been two further meetings, the first organ
ised by Eunice and Stanley Elliott and
featuring a delightful Hawaiian meal at the
Empress Hotel in Kowloon. Ken Innes
was a passing guest on this occasion.
More recently, Nancy and Jim Gordon
organised an enjoyable Chinese meal at
the Kowloon Restaurant at which the guest
star was Mr. Henry, the first occasion on
which a real London partner has been
able to attend one of our local gatherings.
We all appreciated very much his im
promptu speech.
Earlier than either of these was the 1965
staff dinner, held this time at the Kingsland Restaurant to coincide with the visit
of Mr. and Mrs. Measor to the Colony.
Also present were Geoffrey Williams and
Ken Innes, and a good time was had by all.
A similar function was held at the Highball
Restaurant during Mr. Henry’s recent visit.
Sport is next on the list. The Plover Cove
Club members competed at the Royal
Hong Kong Golf Club for a trophy donated
by Sven Bauge of Sentab-Gammon and
Steve Cotterell won, with David Coffey as
runner-up. John Holt did not organise
the handicapping at all well this time (he
won on the last occasion!). A hurried
competition was later arranged during
Mr. Henry’s visit and you don’t need to

Population Density
A

newspaper

article

in

Hong

Kong

described a new re-housing estate of high
flats and contained the following startling
statement:—
totals 26,700 ‘units’,
“The scheme
providing accommodation for 170,000
Each 35 square foot ‘unit’
people
will contain toilet facilities, a private
balcony and cooking facilities”.
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guess who won. His excuses were the
damp conditions, not having played for
some time, a strange set of clubs and still
being in the throes of recovery from an
attack of influenza.
Just before Press Day the M.C.C. touring
side visited Hong Kong and David Coffey
was honoured by the captaincy of the local
team for one of the one-day matches, the
result of which was:—
M.C.C. 266 for 6 dec. (Russell 59, Boycott
108, Cowdrey c. Coffey b. Daniel 46).
H.K. Colony Xl 192 (Coffey b. Jones 88)
David Coffey thus fully justified his
position as none of the other locals passed
the half-century mark. Connoisseurs of
the game will not be surprised that the
other one-day match here was rained off
after the M.C.C. had been 86 for 4 at one
stage.
Peter Heath
Pontifact’kl Cup
Kwai Chung Team Victory
Gordon Wilson, R.E. at Kwai Chung,
and Syd Drury his Inspector of Works,
challenged and defeated a Manson House
darts team recently for possession of the
trophy.
The match was played to the Chal
lengers’ home board, but any advantage
so gained was compensated in part by the
fact that Bill Lamb threw for the Defending
team. Formerly S.A.R.E., Bill had served a
long darts tutelage under Syd before re
tLlrning to Manson House; he was part
nered for the match by Andrew Maslowicz,
who acquitted himself with honour in the
presence of the formidable ‘Kwai Chung
Trio’. Victory came with a final throw of
53 by Syd, comprising 6, 7 and Double
Top, for the second and conclusive game
of the match.
Scorer was Jim Chung Ling, newest
member of the Kwai Chung staff to join
the ranks of married men. Keeping a
watching brief was Harry Pooley, appointed
as Custodian by Joe Lindsay, who pre
sented the Cup before leaving to rejoin
the London Partnership.
Shown in the photograph are the Victors
with the Cup, sLirrounded by members of
the Kwai Chung office staff.
Jim Blake

Kwai Chung Office Staff and Pontifactkl Cup
Standing, leftto right: Young Kou Liang, Henry Kwai, Sin Yiu Ting, Au Pin Vee, William L.iew, Andrew Pang,
Wong Hing Fung, Jim Chung Ling, William Chow, Chi Ting Hou, Shum Sze Tak, Leung Shau Wing.
Seated, left to right; Jim Blake, Syd Drury holding Pontifactkl Cup with Gordon Wilson.

Glasgow
The official inauguration for the Townhead Interchange was held in December
1965 when the Hon. W. Ross, Secretary of
State for Scotland ceremonially blew up a
wall. An excellent meal with the custom
ary speeches was chaired by Mr. Grace.
The Contractors have since proceeded
with due haste, tackling three bridges and
walls in isolation. There was a suggestion
that these structures should be mounted
on rollers so that they could be moved
around to line up with the road proposals.
However, we are confident that the setting
out will be all right.
Mr. Hodgen, by accident or plan, was in
Hong Kong when our report “A Highway
Plan for Glasgow” was publicly released.
Mr. Grace and Jack Wood attended a tech
nical press review in London with a simul
taneous release to the general press and
television companies in Glasgow which

John Cullen attended.
To date, the
reviews have generally been encouraging,
but John Cullen is running out of pseudo
nyms.
Congratulations to Mr. Lambie, Mr.
Hodgen and John Cullen on the contents
and presentation of technical papers they
have given to various professional bodies
in the past few months.
Stan and Elizabeth Port are to be con
gratulated on the birth of another daughter,
Rosemary, and second congratulations to
Stan for passing the examination set by
the Institution of Structural Engineers.
We also congratulate Alistair and
Loraine Gillies on the birth of their
daughter, Jayne; Victor and Eileen Wood
on the birth of their son Victor Andrew,
and to Gavin and Libby Walker on the
birth of their daughter. The baby arrived
one day after April Fool’s Day and two
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days before the end of the income tax
year. Well planned Gavin—true to the
professional tradition—panic up to the
last minute.
We should like to welcome the following
staff to Glasgow:—
Town head Site Staff
Messrs. S. G. D. Lidstone, D. Flavell
(transferring from Nigeria and Cyprus
respectively), V. Wood, H. A. Stewart and
A. D. Wood.
6 ParI Circus
Miss B. Whitelaw, Miss M. Irvine and Mr.
H. Mitchell.
The venue for this year’s Annual Staff
Dance was switched to the London Castle
Hotel.
Due to an indisposition, Mr.
Measor did not manage to attend the dance

but we were fortunate in having Mr. Grace
and Mr. Sang to act as hosts and, despite
the language barrier we mixed freely. We
take this opportunity of thanking them for
coming up to Glasgow and also for the
hospitality they extended. We hope they
enjoyed our company as much as we
enjoyed theirs. The dance provided us
with an opportunity to meet the resident
staff from the Abbotsinch project. Mr.
Hodgen arranged for a bus to run from the
city and most of the staff took advantage
of this facility. Willard Dougall is to be
congratulated for the way the service was
organised, although at least one member
of the staff and his partner wished it hadn’t
rained quite so hard while they waited for
the bus.
David Moncrieff

Grand Cayman
Stewart Cook arrived here on the 9th
January followed on the 17th by Bob
Bennet, Jock Graham and Agnes Cook,
who by all accounts did their best to paint
New York and Kingston red on their way
through. Certainly Jock’s face as he came
off the plane at Owen Roberts Airfield
seemed to bear this out and it has never
lost its ‘rosy tint’ since then.
Life in Grand Cayman at this time of the
year is very pleasant and warm and as one
resident gentleman remarked “The people
of Grand Cayman are all healthy but only
Jock can be said to be in the very pink of
condition”.
Work on the contract is now getting
underway but Bob, Jock and the Cooks
have been able to find time to join in the

social life and Jock particularly has en
deared himself to everybody he has met.
On the 7th March Mrs. Ste!Ia Sutton
joined us and it is hoped that Head Office
can now read the Resident Engineer’s
letters without the help of a translator.
Grand Cayman is a lovely island popu
lated by extremely friendly people who have
made us very happy in the short time that
we have been here. They look forward to
the time when, as a result of our visit, jet
planes will be able to touch down on their
airstrip hut behind this there is a tinge of
regret that this may presage the beginning
of the modernisation of the so far un
spoiled “Island that time forgot.”
Stewart Cook

Belfast
Despite the ravages of the Christmas
Party, the New Year, and the flu, there
still appear to be enough people to keep
the pools syndicate going apart of course
from the Contract Drawings.
There have been five departures in the
last few months. Phyllis Swann and Sylvia
Seymour from amongst the Tracers, and

Roberta McCullough from the General
Office. This loss of talent has been
alleviated by the arrival of Bronagh
M.P.S.T. MacManus in the general office,
who is doing her best to make up for the
aforementioned loss.
Joshua Oyedepo and Michael Olaniyan
left early in December for Nigeria.
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Hubert Woo arrived as replacement for
Josh and Michael and made his presence
felt by offerings of pickled pork to all and
sundry.
We also have John McKeown and
Dennis Magee, who are birds of passage
awaiting the start of the Lag hey Contract.
There were two parties run in connection
with the Office. That provided by the
Partners was as much a success as last
year, and was followed by a party for all
the children. Here Bob Kinkead displayed
his figure to full advantage as Father
Christmas.
The girls in the Office also laid on a
Halloween Lunch which as well as being

a delight to look at tasted even better. If
everything else fails they should be able
to make a living in the catering world.
At the end of the season there has been
a sudden upsurge of interest in squash.
And it looks as if the memories of the
struggles up and down the wicket in the
last cricket matches are resurrecting them
selves now that the sun has appeared. It is
a pity that those who can run can’t hit the
ball.
We now look forward to completing the
drawings for the first two contracts, and
having got them out of the way, to the
summer holidays.
Gordon Allen

London
We are glad to welcome back Miss
Williams and also Mr. Edington, after their
long absences on the sick list. We all
wish them the very best of health for the
future.
*

*

*

Another long absence has been “Zach”
Matthews who describes his adventures
on Mount Elgon in this edition. Moshi
may have the tallest volcanic mountain in
Africa, but “Zach” tells us that Elgon is the
widest.
Stewart Cook and Jim Park were so
disgusted by last November’s wintry
weather that they have emigrated again—
or rather Stewart has—this time to the
West Indies; Grand Cayman and Antigua
respectively. Their departures were ex
pedited so that they would be in time to
send back for the Stamp Club the special
issues to commemorate the Queen’s
tour. They will find it harder to wave to
each other from their two islands than
would “Zach” and Mike Britnell from the
tops of their African volcanoes—1,000
miles as against 500 so we believe.
*

Once again, we sincerely thank the
Partners for the generous reception and
dinner at the Dorchester Hotel on Decem
ber 20th. The music was supplied by
George Birch and his band, who serenaded
us during the dinner and played for the
after dinner activities.

It was pleasing to see all the familiar
faces looking so smart and clean (not that
they aren’t during working hours) but there
was that additional sparkle.
The hours swiftly crept by, as they
always do when you are having a good
time, and all too quickly the band struck
up the last waltz which we followed with
Auld Lang Syne.
Many thanks to Mr. Williams and his
Secretary, Mrs. Pat Jackson, for all the
hard work which went into the organisation
of this event.
*

*

The rumourthat the police would occupy
their new headquarters opposite 47 Vic
toria Street by Easter has proved untrue.
This may have no connection with the
despatch of a member of the staff to a
lecture on crime prevention. Incidentally
the crime discussed was larceny rather
than tax evasion!
*

*

*

We now have a telex installed in the
Hong Kong Tunnel Office Group for swift
messages to Hong Kong. The speed
depends on the state of the sun, and we
wonder if forecasting sunspots is within
the scope of our consulting astrologer.
*

*

*

We congratulate Mabel and Jim Day on
their silver wedding.
We also congratulate Roger Gratwick of
Roads on his engagement to Margaret
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days before the end of the income tax
year. Well planned Gavin—true to the
professional tradition—panic up to the
last minute.
We should like to welcome the following
staff to Glasgow:—
Town head Site Staff
Messrs. S. G. D. Lidstone, D. Flavell
(transferring from Nigeria and Cyprus
respectively), V. Wood, H. A. Stewart and
A. D. Wood.
6 ParI Circus
Miss B. Whitelaw, Miss M. Irvine and Mr.
H. Mitchell.
The venue for this year’s Annual Staff
Dance was switched to the London Castle
Hotel.
Due to an indisposition, Mr.
Measor did not manage to attend the dance

but we were fortunate in having Mr. Grace
and Mr. Sang to act as hosts and, despite
the language barrier we mixed freely. We
take this opportunity of thanking them for
coming up to Glasgow and also for the
hospitality they extended. We hope they
enjoyed our company as much as we
enjoyed theirs. The dance provided us
with an opportunity to meet the resident
staff from the Abbotsinch project. Mr.
Hodgen arranged for a bus to run from the
city and most of the staff took advantage
of this facility. Willard Dougall is to be
congratulated for the way the service was
organised, although at least one member
of the staff and his partner wished it hadn’t
rained quite so hard while they waited for
the bus.
David Moncrieff

Grand Cayman
Stewart Cook arrived here on the 9th
January followed on the 17th by Bob
Bennet, Jock Graham and Agnes Cook,
who by all accounts did their best to paint
New York and Kingston red on their way
through. Certainly Jock’s face as he came
off the plane at Owen Roberts Airfield
seemed to bear this out and it has never
lost its ‘rosy tint’ since then.
Life in Grand Cayman at this time of the
year is very pleasant and warm and as one
resident gentleman remarked “The people
of Grand Cayman are all healthy but only
Jock can be said to be in the very pink of
condition”.
Work on the contract is now getting
underway but Bob, Jock and the Cooks
have been able to find time to join in the

social life and Jock particularly has en
deared himself to everybody he has met.
On the 7th March Mrs. Ste!Ia Sutton
joined us and it is hoped that Head Office
can now read the Resident Engineer’s
letters without the help of a translator.
Grand Cayman is a lovely island popu
lated by extremely friendly people who have
made us very happy in the short time that
we have been here. They look forward to
the time when, as a result of our visit, jet
planes will be able to touch down on their
airstrip hut behind this there is a tinge of
regret that this may presage the beginning
of the modernisation of the so far un
spoiled “Island that time forgot.”
Stewart Cook

Belfast
Despite the ravages of the Christmas
Party, the New Year, and the flu, there
still appear to be enough people to keep
the pools syndicate going apart of course
from the Contract Drawings.
There have been five departures in the
last few months. Phyllis Swann and Sylvia
Seymour from amongst the Tracers, and

Roberta McCullough from the General
Office. This loss of talent has been
alleviated by the arrival of Bronagh
M.P.S.T. MacManus in the general office,
who is doing her best to make up for the
aforementioned loss.
Joshua Oyedepo and Michael Olaniyan
left early in December for Nigeria.
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Ongley, and Ted Lyons on becoming
engaged to Janet Young.
Only two weddings have been reported
to us in full—another may have to be
left over till next issue since none of
the bridegroom’s colleagues knew the
bride’s name. Anyway our congratula
tions to Terry Whybrow and Brenda and
to Joe Sher and Lieselotte. Joe and
Lieselotte spent their honeymoon in Hong
Kong after three wedding ceremonies, in
London, Germany and Hong Kong.
The storks have visited the following
households since the last issue, with a
daughter for Anne and Brian Lake, and
for Li Ching and Ronnie Lim; a son, Clive
Anthony, for Janet and Con Mullen; and
daughters for Jennifer and Brian Tucker
and for Lorna and Brian Yates.
The following AWARDS have been
reported to us for this issue:—
A.M.I.C.E.
David Flavell
M.I.Struct.E.
David Horwell
A.M.I.C.E.
Ronnie Lim
A.M.I.C.E.
Reg Ready
*

*

*

George Sim at Pontypool (LC.l. Fibres)
has charge of a pack of Beagles. Apart
from the usual difficulties of feeding and
exercising them he shortly expects the
local beagle population to outgrow the

SPRING

available kennels. George is said to have
approached the firm to ask whether the
designers of the B.E.A. hangars at Abbotsinch could help him out.
*

*

brave the harsh climate to collect infor
mation on traffic, employment, land-use
etc. and 40 sit in the relative comfort of the
office coding, checking and processing it.
To keep up with fashion we are doing most
of the arithmetic by computer and we are
fortunate in having a large installation
nearby.

*

Best wishes to Mrs. Freeman (née pony
tail Felicity King) who is leaving in order to
give more attention to her husband!
Felicity has been with the firm for ten years
and Mr. Bowen’s secretary for the last five.
*

*

1966

We cannot boast of the social life typical
of other provincial offices—a dance before
Christmas was our lot. We shall have to
think of something like a trip on the river
or a tour of an anhydrite mine.
Maurice Watson

*

Among “other items of interest” we hear
of several members of the London Office
in temporary exile.
Bill Sterling has been in Brunei seeing
whether the airport can be developed.
Phil Green is in Kendal, supervising the
making of a trial embankment which may
become part of the M.6 if the Lake District
rainfall doesn’t wash the embankment
away (this is not the stated purpose of the
trial).
Jim Cocksedge is in British Honduras
investigating the site of the New Capital
and we expect him back soon.
We welcome back to London Jim Doyle
who has returned from Cyprus, and Alan
Rowlands from l.C.l. Fibres, Gloucester.

Editorial

The London
Lights
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Teesplan
The office here was opened in June 1965.
It is a modern office on two floors above a
new supermarket in Stockton. A strange
medley of people inhabit it at the moment.
There are housewives, ex-soap-coupon
distributors, van drivers, clerks, punched
card operators, computer programmers,
mathematicians, economists, geograph
ers, architects, town planners and, of
course, a smattering of engineers.
We are not designing anything or even
building anything: we are planning what
to build, when and where. People who
know Tees-side are aware of the need for
an overall control on all aspects of landuse planning—shopping, industry, hous
ing and of course roads, rail and bus
services. We have been commissioned,
in association with Hugh Wilson and Lewis

55

Womersley (Architects and Town Plan
ners), by the local authorities, central
government and the public transport
operators to carry out a transportation
study and prepare a comprehensive plan.
The estimated cost of the total project is
£350,000 to be finished by August 1968.
Maurice Watson is in charge of the firm’s
side of the project and John Stamper and
Peter Corfleld moved from Glasgow with
him—Peter Wickenden left in January.
Owen TurnbLlll and Tom Easton joined
the firm straight from University and Liz
Hasnip and Joyce Williams have joined to
handle the computing work. The hard core
of the team is completed by Stan Brewer,
Des Walker, Mike Moores, Lilian Bentley,
Margaret Reynolds and Annette Gott. An
even harder and more rugged corps of 50

I

(The Editors have received no letters for
this edition of Pontifact, but they do
wonder what readers think of the maga
zine. Readers may also wish to comment
on the various authors’ views. So please
write in for future issues on any subject
that is relevant, especially to comment on
articles and to suggest how Pontifact
could be improved.
The cover design for this issue has been
in part dictated by the cover photograph;
but the Editors have taken the opportunity
to revise all the typefaces in which the
magazine is set. The reading matter is
set in the same type as is “The Consulting
Engineer”.
The Editors wish to thank all contributors
and the London Editors especially ack
nowledge the support of the local Subeditors. Many of the contributors have
produced articles or notes in spite of

heavy work pressure, which editorial
pressure has not helped to relieve.
This is a Spring issue but the U.K.
Editors and Sub-editors are sometimes
aware that for other parts of the world
they should, it may be, think instead of
“Typhoon Period” or “Haboob Season”;
they themselves have in fact been thinking
recently of Christmas and envying over
seas readers their storms, which are at
least tropical. Overseas contributors are
welcome to remind U.K. readers of this
difference in climate and to put their ideas
straight.
The Summer issue is due to be pub
lished about the end of August. Would
contributors please send in copy by the
beginning of July.
Readers from outside London may also
wish to send photographs in for the
Camera Club’s summer competition—
details are shown in Club Notes).
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