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Partners’ Panorama

AFTER THE FREEZE?
(From that album with the kind permission of Staff Services)

ting Partners’ Panorama for the
first time prompts me to think back
over my connection with the Firm
to December 1945, when I joined Scott and
Wilson, as it then was. The precise date when
my association commenced was determined by
the first post-war Oxford and Cambridge Rugby
match at Twickenham, just before Christmas.
Having severed my connection with the Services
of the Crown at the earliest possible opportunity,
and finding myself free of any responsibility in
London for almost the first time, I resolved to
make the most of it and deferred my starting
with the Firm until after the match. Fortune
smiled, the right side won, and I reported to Mr.
Scott in Artillery House on the following
Monday.
At that time, I knew a little of Mr. Scott from
the books he had written and from an introduc
tion to him that 1 had been given by Professor
J. F. Baker, but 1 did not know anything of Mr.
Wilson at all (his doctorate did not come until
1952). I doubt if the rest of the Firm then
numbered more than twenty-five people all
together. Mr. Scott lived in a relatively opulent
office in Artillery House with a staff of about four,
including Wally Grainger and Miss Williams who
only retired last year, whilst the rest of us toiled
with Guthlac Wilson in offices in 57 Victoria
Street that were hardly salubrious, even by
wartime standards.
However, even then the Firm was growing;
indeed I suppose my own advent on the scene
was part of that growth, which has continued
until the present. During that time I saw all the
present partners join the Firm, mostly to work
in at least proximity to a drawing board, with
the exception of Mr. Hawkey who came onto
my scene a “ready made” partner on the amal
gamation with Sir Cyril Kirkpatrick and Partners
in 1954. Mostly they came trailing clouds of
former martial splendour—squadron leaders and
lieutenant colonels and the like—and it was some

time before I overcame my subaltern’s instinct
to treat with senior officers only from a safe
distance, and realised that shorn of uniform they
were less frightening.
Within a few years we outgrew the offices in
Artillery House and in No. 57 and we all moved
into a larger new office on the sixth floor of
47 Victoria Street, where we stayed until last
year. [say “new”, because the top floor of that
building was burned out during the war, and it
was rebuilt to house us. Growth continued
quickly, however, and within a year or so we had
acquired a branch office in Sloane Street. it was
some years before 1 myself worked in the Sloane
Street Office, and then I discovered that it had a
strange characteristic—whichever way one looked
through the windows, the female form was to be
seen in various stages of partial dress! The
difference was only of degree whether one looked
across Sloane Street itself to the fitting rooms
of a shop opposite, or across Hans Crescent to a
block of flats where the inhabitants seemed to be
blissfully unconscious of the rest of the world,
or even along the back of the buildings on our
side of Sloane Street to one that had a projecting
bay window where off-duty models gracefully
reclined.
However, notwithstanding, the Sloane Street
Office was eventually given up as more and more
suites of offices were taken over first in 47 and then
in 39 Victoria Street and eventually we even
moved back into 57. Most people know the
story since, and this is in fact the first Partners’
Panorama to be written in the new offices in
Winsley Street.
I suppose most plants suffer some setback when
they outgrow their old pot and are repotted,
but it does seem to me that we have just passed
through the most drastic move that we have
ever experienced with remarkable smoothness,
and the Partners are very conscious of the extra
work and trouble that has been involved for
nearly everybody in the Firm. We all hope of
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course that future developments will show how
worthwhile it has been, and we look forward to
inany happy years in Winsley Street.
Another change is coming that will be particu
larly noticed among the Partners, and that is the
departure of Mary Willett due to her marriage
to Bill Wyley. The Partners were delighted to
hear of Mary’s engagement, but she has taken
such a prominent part in the social side of the
Firm in so many ways, that she can be certain
of being greatly missed. Nevertheless, we are
glad that she will remain connected with the
Firm, and we look forward to hearing about
setting up house in the jungles of British Hon
duras.
Although we are always sorry to lose old
friends from the office, we are pleased to welcome
new ones, and among these is 1004 who resides
on the fourth floor and maintains a constant
communication with his colleague, 1107, in
Birmingham. There is nothing of James Bond
in this—1004 is a Univac data-processing
machine recently installed in the office, that gives
us direct access to a large Univac 1107 Computer.
We hope that many more members of the staff
will make the acquaintance of these machines in
the near future, and will learn how they can take
over the duller parts ofengineering. 1004 himself
is anxious to be friends with everybody and the
members of the Computer Section will be pleased
to introduce him to anybody who is interested
in him.
In recent months I have not seen as much of
the normal work of the office as I would have
liked because I have L-een involved in two
public inquiries—the Aberfan Disaster Tribunal,
and the inquiry into the loss of the North Sea
Drilling Rig, Sea Gem. So many people in the
Firm are engaged in the production of working
drawings for jobs under construction, that one
frequently thinks of this as the main purpose of
the Firm, and forgets that independent firms of
engineers such as ourselves have other important
roles to fulfil. Our society depends on engineer
ing at every turn, and everybody is affected by
the activity of Engineers at nearly every moment
of their lives. This is not generally appreciated
until something goes wrong, or until a major
change is contemplated, and then it is essential
for the public to have the services of independent
engineers who can give them unbiased advice
and information.
Aberfan and Sea Gem were good examples of
this need—at Aberfan the residents were over
whelmed by a sudden disaster, the cause of which

was not obvious to them. Very naturally they
suspected that anybody in anything approaching
an “official” position would be tempted to “hush
things up”, and an independent firm such as
ourselves was in a unique position to help them.
At the Sea Gem inquiry, on the other hand, the
parties who were affected by the accident were
all large companies with their own engineering
staffs, but they differed considerably in their
explanations of the causes of the accident.
These explanations were very technical, and the
lawyers representing the Government, whose task
was to establish the unbiased truth so far as
possible, were not able to understand them
without technical advice. They also needed advice
as to the questions that they should put to the
witnesses in cross examination, in order properly
to test the technical parts of their evidence.
Once again this advice had to come from some
body who was obviously independent.
The advice of engineers is often needed in
other rather similar circumstances, particularly
when official sanction is being sought to carry
out some large work. At one time this was
nearly always done by obtaining an Act of
Parliament to authorise that particular work,
but nowadays there is a tendency for Parliament
to pass an omnibus act, such as the Special Roads
Act, which empowers the Minister of Transport
to sanction the construction of motorways
provided he follows a procedure of notices and
However,
enquiries laid down in the Act.
whether a special enabling Act has to be obtained
or whether the work is authorised under an
“omnibus” Act, there are committees and inspec
tors to hear both the reasons for promoting the
project and the views of objectors to it. Fre
quently the evidence that has to be given is of a
technical nature and it is an important duty of
firms like us to provide it. Indeed, Victoria
Street became the centre of consulting engineering
in the last century, because it was convenient for
the Houses of Parliament where engineers fre
quently had to attend on parliamentary com
mittees enquiring into enabling acts, particularly
for the construction of railways.
During these enquiries two simple rules have
impressed themselves on me in the giving of
expert evidence. The first is never to go beyond
the field of one’s own knowledge, and never to
be afraid of saying that one doesn’t know the
answer to a question if it is on the edge of the
field of one’s expertise. In fact, this frequently
increases the court’s confidence in the answers
one has given, and it is a most effective way of
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stopping a cross-examining counsel in his line
of questioning. The second rule is always to
answer according to one’s convictions, even if
one or two answers seem to go against the interest
of one’s client. This is better than to have the
whole of one’s evidence discredited by being
caught out in cross-examination. Indeed, the
expert witness should regard himself as being there
to help the Court generally to understand the
technical issues, and if he feels his evidence max’
not suit his client’s case, it is best to tell the
client in advance and to give him the opportunity
of withdrawing.
These notes began by looking back, and it is
appropriate that they should finish by looking
forward. We are now able to undertake virtually
any size of project in the field of civil or structural
engineering in any part of the world, and we

have many important achievements as evidence
of our capabilities. We find ourselves established
in a good office which should increase our
efficiency considerably, and we have every
reason to look forward to continuing success.
One thing is certain of the future, and that is
that there will always be changes. New fields of
activity will open for us whilst old ones may
become less important. New areas of the world
could in time’replace soine of those that are of
importance to us now, and it is also probable
that we shall see a steady growth of mechanical
office aids, such as computers. It is an important
part of the Partners’ activities to keep changing
circumstances under constant consideration and
so to ensure that the Firm is always moving into
the future. This we intend to do.
G.M.J.W.

Job numbers
Allocated by

tile

London partnel’sIlip since our last issue

66056

Airdrie Traffic Study

Sub-regional Transportation Study

66057

St. Andrews Hotel, Fife

New Hotel for British Transport Hotels Ltd.

66059

Stevenage Master Plan Investigation

Report and evidence for enquiry

66060

Kuwait, Ear, Nose, Throat and
Eye Hospital

Advice on design

66061

Highway Planning, Paisley Area

Report on Proposed Motorway

66062

B.E.A. Office and Locker Room
Alterations, West Block Hangars,
London Airport

Conversion of existing hangar accommodation

66063

St. Andrews University, Stage 3,
Site Works

Underground Sewage Pumping Station and
road works

67005

Sea Gem

Technical advice to Treasury Solicitor for
Public Enquiry

67006

Hoverport, Weymouth

Report on provision of International Hoverport
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Jo/p J\Jtjinl,ers—co,jtjniied
67007

Grand Cayman Roads

Report on road system in Grand Cayman and
Cayman Brac Islands

67010

B.E.A. Flight Simulator, Heston,
3-cell extension

Design of building to house flight simulator

67011

Kegworth School

Advice to local education authority in connection
with proposed extension of airfield runway

67012

Thames Matex Ltd., Storage Tanks

Report on failure of existing foundations and
design of new ones

67013

B.E.A. Abbotsinch, Installation of
Powered Gangway at Terminal
Building

Design of Nose Loader

67015

Farley, Westerham

Advice in connection with Landslip in sand-pit

67017

Bacton Enquiry

Report for Gas Council on Proposed new
North Sea Gas Pipeline Terminal

67019

Shell Centre, Computing Centre 2363

Advice on floor loadings

67020

Rewley Abbey, Soils Survey

Advice on sub-soil

67021

Disposal Dams, Shropshire

Advice to Contractors on fly ash disposal scheme

67022

Killington Service Area, Sewage
Disposal Works

Design of Sewage Disposal Works for Service
Area on M.6

67023

Rutherglen Traffic Engineering Advice

Advice on connection with development scheme

67024

Barclays Bank, Whitgift

Advice and design for individual tenants in
main scheme

67025

md Coope—Trinity Square
Restaurant, Whitgift

Advice and design for individual tenants in
main scheme

67026

Proposed Revised Codes for
Structural Concrete

Comments to Committee on new combined
Code of Practice

67027

Dekhelia Power Station, Chimneys

Re-design of bases for replacement chimneys

67028

Abu-Dhabi, Completion of Residential
Accommodation

Extension of Residential accommodation for
Ottoman Bank

67030

Unigate Creameries Ltd., Chard
Junction

Advice on sub-soil

67031

Prestatyn Surface Water Sewerage

Report on existing system with proposals for a
new system

67032

American Machine Forge

Advice on North Sea drilling rig

67033

Humberside Plan, Evaluation
Programme

Analysis of Evaluation and Land-use
programmes

67034

Stirling Inner Relief Road

Advice at enquiry

Obituaries

CHARLES HILL
It is with deep regret that we have to announce
the death of Charles Hill, which occurred on
29th May, 1967.
Charles Hifl was born in 1892, and before the
First World War was an active member of the
Honourable Artillery Company and fought in
the First War with them, after which he joined
the Indian Army. He was awarded the Military

Cross and in the last war he served in the Royal
Air Force.
He was a very keen tennis player and played
in the Wimbledon Championships.
Mr. Hill joined the Firm in 1952 and retired
in March, 1966, during which time he was
responsible for all printing, duplicating and
stores.

THEODORE BOWRING
Theodore Bowring, C.M.G., M.l.C.E. died on
June 24th, 1967 at the age of 65. After a period
of service with the Navy in the 1914-18 war and
experience with Contractors in the 1920s he
joined the Colonial Service and was in turn
Director of Public Works in British Honduras,
Nyasaland and Hong Kong. He was a dynamic
and resourceful Director and one of his outstanding achievements was the rehousing of
50,000 refugees in Hong Kong who were made
homeless by a disastrous fire which occurred on
Christmas Day, 1953.
Theodore Bowring
conceived the idea of rehousing these people in
2-storey temporary blocks of flats which became known as Bowring Bungalows and within
7 weeks the 50,000 refugees had been rehoused.
This was only one of a number of major projects

which were initiated at this time under Theodore
Bowring’s direction. These projects undoubtedly
laid the foundation for the phenomenal development which took place in Hong Kong in the
later l950s and early l960s. It was in 1952 that
he asked us to act as his consultants for the new
Hong Kong Airport. This was the first large
overseas job which our firm had undertaken and
we shall not forget the complete confidence
which he placed in us at a crucial time in the
development of our firm’s overseas practice.
Those who worked closely with Theodore, as
he was almost invariably known, found him an
inspiring and demanding colleague. He possessed
an unusual zest for life and action which brought
out the best in those associated with hiLil. We
shall remember him with great affection. We
mourn a loyal and trusted friend.
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Obituaries

CHARLES HILL
It is with deep regret that we have to announce
the death of Charles Hill, which occurred on
29th May, 1967.
Charles Hifl was born in 1892, and before the
First World War was an active member of the
Honourable Artillery Company and fought in
the First War with them, after which he joined
the Indian Army. He was awarded the Military

Cross and in the last war he served in the Royal
Air Force.
He was a very keen tennis player and played
in the Wimbledon Championships.
Mr. Hill joined the Firm in 1952 and retired
in March, 1966, during which time he was
responsible for all printing, duplicating and
stores.

THEODORE BOWRING
Theodore Bowring, C.M.G., M.l.C.E. died on
June 24th, 1967 at the age of 65. After a period
of service with the Navy in the 1914-18 war and
experience with Contractors in the 1920s he
joined the Colonial Service and was in turn
Director of Public Works in British Honduras,
Nyasaland and Hong Kong. He was a dynamic
and resourceful Director and one of his outstanding achievements was the rehousing of
50,000 refugees in Hong Kong who were made
homeless by a disastrous fire which occurred on
Christmas Day, 1953.
Theodore Bowring
conceived the idea of rehousing these people in
2-storey temporary blocks of flats which became known as Bowring Bungalows and within
7 weeks the 50,000 refugees had been rehoused.
This was only one of a number of major projects

which were initiated at this time under Theodore
Bowring’s direction. These projects undoubtedly
laid the foundation for the phenomenal development which took place in Hong Kong in the
later l950s and early l960s. It was in 1952 that
he asked us to act as his consultants for the new
Hong Kong Airport. This was the first large
overseas job which our firm had undertaken and
we shall not forget the complete confidence
which he placed in us at a crucial time in the
development of our firm’s overseas practice.
Those who worked closely with Theodore, as
he was almost invariably known, found him an
inspiring and demanding colleague. He possessed
an unusual zest for life and action which brought
out the best in those associated with hiLil. We
shall remember him with great affection. We
mourn a loyal and trusted friend.
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A view of the west side of
Killington Reservoir. The
proposed line of the M.6
1’lotorway passes this point
and it is intended to con
struct a service area just out
of the picture in the right
foreground. The peace of
this delightful pastoral
scene will be shattered
within a year by the trallic
of bulldozers and scrapers.

Associates’ Notes
Roads Section
Hong Kong Cross Harbour Tunnel

The mile-long journey across the harbour
between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon on
the mainland can at present be made only by
water, though for many years various alternative
road and rail crossings have been suggested, all
of which for various reasons came to nothing.
In 1952 the firm made some studies for a possible
road bridge on behalf of a local development
company and in 1958 the Hong Kong firm and
Freeman, Fox & Partners were appointed by
Victoria City Development Co. Ltd. to investigate
all aspects of the feasibility of a road crossing.
After a full investigation, including a detailed
traffic study and a geophysical survey of the
harbour bed, our report in 1961 recommended
a 5-lane crossing, either by means of a stayed
girder bridge or a submerged tube tunnel. After
lengthy negotiations the I-long Kong Government
in 1965 granted a franchise to Victoria City
Development Co. Ltd. to construct and operate
a 4-lane toll tunnel and their successors, the
Hong Kong Cross Harbour Tunnel Co. Ltd., ap
pointed the Hong Kong firm, in association with
Freeman, Fox & Partners, to design and supervise
construction. The design work for the main
tunnel is being carried out in the London Office
by a team headed by Ken Innes and staffed by
ourselves and Freeman, Fox.
Detailed design started at the end of 1965
and tenders were invited last October. During
the design period many visits were made, not
only to Hong Kong, but to the U.S.A., Canada,
Japan, New Zealand and several European
countries where submerged tube tunnels exist
or are being built. The services of Per Hall
Associates of Montreal, who have been associated
with two such tunnels in Canada, have been
retained in an advisors’ capacity. The Engineer’s

design on which tenders were invited incorporated
12 reinforced concrete units 420 feet long but
tenderers were free to submit alternative pro
posals. Assessment of tenders, which is compli
cated by the need for the maximum level of
contractor-finance, is nearing completion and it
is expected that work will start on site this
summer.
CALM BEFORE THE STORM
Oxford Transportation Survey
and Central Area Study

We and Hugh Wilson & Lewis Womersley,
Planning Consultants, have been retained by the
City of Oxford to prepare a traffic and land use
plan for the Central Area of Oxford such that a
satisfactory environmental standard will result.
Past history, and in particular the memory of the
Christ Church Meadow controversy, indicates
that the task is not an easy one and Bryan Yates
and his small team will have to use all their
ingenuity to produce a result acceptable to
everyone.
The Transportation Survey began in May,
1966, and the tabulation of results was completed
early this year. We are now working on the
Central Area Study based on the information
obtained from the survey; testing of alternative
road networks has commenced. Our final report
is due to be submitted in September, 1968.
M6 Motorway:
Lancaster By-pass to Penrith By-pass

Gordon Forrest in London and Archie Evans
in Kendal with his four teams headed by Peter
Knowles, Stuart McNee, Barry Paget and Tony
Williams are nearing completion of the design
of this exciting length of motorway which
starts little above sea level at Carnforth and
reaches its summit level of 1,040 ft. 30 miles to
the north near Shap Fell, notorious for the
frequency with which the present A6 trunk road

becomes blocked by snowdrifts in its vicinity.
The motorway will have dual 3-lane carriageways,
several miles of which will be separated hori
zontally and in some cases vertically to Suit the
topography. The total length for which we are
responsible, including a spur road westwards
towards Kendal, is in the region of 40 miles.
The motorway will traverse widely differing
country—rolling pastureland in the south giving
way to higher ground which affords spectacular
views of the Cumbrian Mountains, the impressive
grandeur of the Tebay Gorge where motorway,
railway and River Lune are crowded within the
confines of a precipitous ravine, and the wide
spaces of the fells which dominate the northern
part of the route before it joins the Penrith
By-pass.
Features of the road design include the use of
computers for the calculation of horizontal and
vertical alignment and earthworks quantities,
cross-sections drawn by machine, a specification
aimed at making maximum use in earthworks of
wet material which would normally have to be
hauled to spoilheaps and replaced by imported
fill, streamlining of side-slopes on the higher
ground to minimise the effects of drifting snow
and the use throughout of plans to a scale of
1/500 in addition to the 1/2500 scale plans
normally used for motorway work.
Special problems arose due to the proximity of
the motorway to the Lancaster Canal and the

niain Euston-Carlisle railway line, and the fact
that much of the northern part lies on common
land. Contrary to what might be supposed,
agreement is much more difficult to obtain to
site a road over common land than over private
land, land acquisition procedures being even
more complicated and lengthy.
One of the most fascinating aspects of the
design has been the challenge to fit the motorway
unobtrusively into the landscape, at the same
time taking maximum advantage of a route full
of scenic attraction. We have been allowed to
include a limited amount of additional land
scaping in our design and are confident that the
final result will do full justice to its magnificent
setting.
The work has been divided into six contracts
of which five are due to be completed concurrently
in mid-1970 and the sixth (the Kendal Link) a
few months later. One contract is at present
out to tender and the others will follow in fairly
quick succession. Work on site is expected to
start late this summer.

M62 Motorway:
East Cowick to Gilberdyke

Our report of July, 1964, on Road Communi
cations between the Great North Road and
Kingston upon Hull (known briefly as “Howden
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Selby”) has borne fruit in that we have just been
appointed to design a 10-mile length of the M62,
including the crossing of the River Ouse.
J. F.

LINDSAY

Bridges Section
The Bridge Sections within the Firm have
work in the report Stage or the design stage or
under construction amounting to many millions
of pounds. The work is made up of about 220
bridges, about 725 reinforced concrete culverts
(600 of which are on the Safi-Aqaba Highway),
an urban motorway in Lagos (which cannot be
divided into separate structures) and numerous
ancillary structures in the way of retaining walls,
canal realignments etc. The foregoing structures
are shared between 21 separate contracts. At the
moment the only structures under construction
are those on the Laghey Motorway (Northern
Ireland), the Townhead Interchange in Glasgow
(together with the recent addition to this contract
of part of the Woodside section), the Safi-Aqaba
Highway (Jordan) and the Hinna Bridge
(Northern Nigeria). However, by about the end
of the year we expect to have at least four further
Motorway contracts under construction together
with the Urban Motorway in Lagos and possibly
the three bridges on the Lafia to Shendam Road
in Northern Nigeria.
The Bridge Section in Glasgow handles all the
structural work on the Glasgow Projects (i.e.
the Glasgow Urban Motorway Contracts) but
has in the past had some assistance in detailing
from the London Office.
The Bridge Section in Kendal, apart from
having the rather uninteresting task of turning
out scores of culverts on the Lancaster-Penrith
Motorway, has designed and is designing some
of what are termed the ‘one off’ type of structures
on this motorway. Amongst other things they
have therefore become specialists in bridging over
railways.
The London Bridge Section handles the
remainder of the work, apart from having an
overall responsibility for the work of the other
offices. At the moment it is actively engaged on
the remaining five contracts on the Lancaster
Penrith Motorway, the Lagos Urban Motorway
and a report on the Cross River bridge in the
Eastern Region of Nigeria.
The Urban Motorway in Lagos is an unusual
job in that our Clients, having appointed a

Contractor, decided to completely revise and
enlarge the project. This has meant that the
geometric alignment has had to be redesigned in
principle and at the moment is being calculated
in detail. We are, however, hindered because it
has been necessary to resurvey the whole area
and to put in hand a major supplementary soils
investigation contract. Due to the fact that the
contract has been let we are under extreme
pressure to produce detailed working drawings
so that the Contractor can niake a start. These
drawings are having to be produced prior to the
results of the supplementary soils investigation
being available and prior to our having the benefit
from the maps which will be produced from the
air survey.
In our spare time we advise the Hong Kong
Office on the design of the interchanges adjacent
to the entrances to the projected Cross Harbour
Tunnel and we have also prepared reports on the
reasons for two failures of modern bridges (not
our own) and on how to extend the life of a
somewhat ancient bridge.
No doubt the number of different jobs being
undertaken by the London Bridge Section
simultaneously adds interest but there are a
number of the senior members of this Section
who would gladly welcome the luxury of only
working on one contract (or a group of contracts
comprising one project) at any one time.

SUMMER, 1967

Music while you work?
b))

those of us on the South side of the new
offices Thursday must surely be a time
either of eager anticipation or consterna
tion.
For, around mid-day, the somewhat
plaintive strains of well known tunes come
drifting through the open windows like autumn
leaves dropping to die.
By now the gentle buzz of continuous, uninter
rupted work has been shattered by “12th Street
Rag” or the slightly perceivable choruses of
“Memories are made of This” and an uncanny
silence spreads around.
Concrete stresses
become mental stresses, and it’s not long before
someone breaks and whistles the odd bar or
two to show that he has will-power of his
own.

A. S. MCDERMoTT

Sililda)’ Obst’rt’anct’
A Telex message recently received from a
computer organisation in Germany ran as
follows:
PLEASE EXCUSE THE DELAY, BUT ON
THURSDAY, 25TH ALL OFFICES WERE
CLOSED BECAUSE OF A SUNDAY HERE
IN GERMANY.

Coiisidercd Opinion
There is little doubt that computers can work
to superhuman accuracy. On one programme
the result sheets gave our job number correct to
two places of decimals.

Rumour has it, though, that the continual
playing of “The ruins that Cromwell knocked
about a bit” has seriously affected one section
to such an extent that all design has to stop
until a more reassuring tune is commenced, and
surely, “You’ve got your troubles, Vve got mine
cant be the best thing to hear when site are
‘phoning up with their problems!
Undoubtedly each section has its own per
cussionist who never fails to accompany the band
with pencil, scale or whatever is at hand. Such
is the power of the music and the hold it has
upon us.
Eventually, though, the novelty wears off and,
to a large extent normal life proceeds, with only
half an ear cocked to the faithful accompaniment
of the banjo. Occasionally a wrong note or
unusual harmony will bring an exclamation to
the mouth of those music connoisseurs amongst
us, but on the whole the choruses gradually die

T’ony

Gamble

and the foot-tapping ceases. Only with the
approach of lunch does the onslaught of chords
and arpeggios come back to one’s mind as,
once again, you are aware of their presence.
Suggestions as to strategy in dealing with such
‘welcome’ guests are numerous, but even a mass
collection given as a bribe to the players would
never make them lose their pitch. A very
cunning plan was once thought out to deal with
the situation, but after careful consideration it
was decided that it was too harsh for our friends,
the musicians, and so was forgotten. The plan
was that person ‘A’ phoned the police and said
that there was a group of students outside who
were both illegally procuring money and creating
a disturbance by imitating buskers. Person ‘B’
meanwhile went down to the buskers and said
that a group of students, dressed as policemen,
were coming to move them on.
The pictures of the chaos that such an event
would create were perhaps the reason for for
getting the plan and being resigned to the fact
that each Thursday would once again bring the
musicians to serenade our mornings away.
Are we being fair to our local musicians,
though? Surely London’s attraction must be
attributed, to some extent, to these ‘grandfathers
of music’. Speaking as a musician, I know that
their technique must leave a lot to be desired, and
I feel that Sidney Bechet would be astounded at
such saxophone playing, but can we really say
that we would like such artists to disappear?
I know that when they fail to turn up one
Thursday morning there will be more than one
section which feels that something has been lost
from the office atmosphere.
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Same: Life with the Lions
(with appropriate apologies)
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The Coombe Junction Railway
by Len Parker

by Marçsaret Ruxton
es, it is quite true. At Same (pronounced
‘Sarmey’) our houses are grouped together
on a hillside and surrounded by a barbed
wire fence; yet one morning the watchmen
pointed out a real lion’s footprint between two
of the houses! The lion had been around for a
while and that night fancied a pet donkey for
dinner, so disdainfully leapt right over our
barbed wire fence! The donkey survived and the
lion moved to another neighbourhood after a
week or so.
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The next reported wild visitor was a leopard,
seen sneaking through the open gate towards
the Ruxton house one night at dusk! We didn’t
know whether the “target” was dogs or the
donkey, but they all survived and the leopard
now seems to have found a new hunting ground.
The watchmen have not reported any wild animals
for about a month now. Life is getting dull!
I think few of us realized before we came here
that the whole of this part of Tanzania is Game
country and wild animals, though concentrated
in the Game Reserve some miles over the hills,
do roam about continually. A herd of giraffe
can often be seen up the road, and two members
of staff (ill separate cars) so)’ that they nearly
ran into a hippo on the road at 3 o’clock in the
morning last weekend returning from a party.
Since the place is near a swamp and there was a
bright moon, it could be true.

Most of us, too, were unprepared to find such
a dry semi-desert country, which is virtually
uncultivable. Local produce is entirely inade
quate for the Road Camp and most shopping
has to be done in Moshi, 70 miles away. The
mountain country here on the edge of the Pare
Mountains is magnificent, and, although Kili
manjaro cannot be seen from the Camp itself,
it can be seen from both up and down the road
on clear days and early risers are usually rewarded
by the sight of the snows towering above the
countryside. The sunsets in Northern Tanzania
are famous throughout the world and we see
wonderful reds, oranges and greens in the
evenings across the Pangani valley towards the
Masai steppe.
Of course, life has its distinct disadvantages
for wives used to having jobs and/or a wider
social life, but prospects for the latter will be
better when the northern part of the road is
finished, giving 70 miles bitumen to Moshi.
Young children seem to keep very fit, possibly
because they are isolated from all the infections a
wider social life would bring, and they lead a
healthy open air life in the dry climate.
Work on the road itself progresses well,
though finding suitable water in this dry land
causes considerable headaches for the Contrac
tors. Hitherto access to the coast and, in par
ticular the capital Dar-es-Salaam, has been
difficult over a poor surface gravel road, but in
future the road to Tanga will be eighteen miles
shorter, and the road to Dar will be very fast once
‘our’ section and the Chalinze section have been
bitun:enized. Already people interested in these
things are speculating on the rate of future growth
of the little town of Same and undoubtedly the
quicker access to the Coast will be useful in
linking the rich areas round Arusha and Moshi
much more with the rest of the country. Un
fortunately, road builders rarely stay long enough
to enjoy using the road they have built, or to see
the change resulting from its construction.

Cristmas 1961: Doris and I wandered
through Crewe’s shopping centre looking
for a gift for our 18-month-old son
David when—pee-ee-p an engine on the Chester
lines niade us look up.
“How about a small train set?” I suggested.
Doris turned to me with that 1-know-you-aregoing-to-have-it-your-way-look and said “Well it
is Christmas’. Ten minutes later we possessed
one tank engine, two coaches and a circle of
track. David was delighted and subsequently
was adding words like ‘vacuum cylinders’,
coupling rods’ etc. to his vocabulary before
understanding the meaning of lollipop.

By the following summer (Davids birthday)
more track had been added and I made the usual
mistake of attempting to mount it on hardboard.
However, by much reading of the various model
railway magazines I began to understand the
difficulties involved in building a layout and the
ways of surmounting them.
Our move to Doha Airport gave me the oppor
tunity to scrap the hardboard base boards and
to begin again with chip boards, (which incident
ally also provided useful additional protection to
our ‘personal effects crate when being ‘slung’
[sic] from ship to dhow). In Qatar we found
that previousexpatriate model railway enthusiasts
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Same: Life with the Lions
(with appropriate apologies)
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The Coombe Junction Railway
by Len Parker
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had persuaded the local toy shop to stock some
items from the Triang and Hornby range.
Consequently at the following Christmas the
embryo railway company’s rolling stock was
increased sufficiently to offer both goods and
passenger facilities. The layout at that stage
occupied an ‘L space 8’ 6”>< 6’ 6” with a width of
2’. The main station was built to represent a
small branch terminus and was fed by a reversing
loop.*
*Reversing loop: Section
of track, enabling train
to leave station and
return ‘engines first’.
Further work on the enlargement of the
permanent way had to await our return to the
U.K. and subsequent move to Kendal. Our
new home was ideal for the purpose, being a
detached bungalow built on a rocky hillside thus
giving a spacious room under half the ground
floor. More base boards were added, canti
levered from the walls and arranged on two levels.
The first stage (i.e. as now existing) is a single
track continuous circuit with a ‘through’ station
roughly based upon a prGtotype at Ruthin.
The layout is not built to strict prototype stan
dards but purports to represent a railway in the
Midlands-Welsh border area about the period
1946-1960.
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The photograph, I trust, gives some idea of
the present state of construction, and, for the
initiated, herewith a list of the rolling stock:—
Locomotives
Tank Engines:
0—6—0 Tank (Hornby)
0—6—2 Ex-Taff Vale Tank (Hornby chassis—the
original purchase rebuilt).
2—6—2 Pannier Tank (Airfix plastic kit).
Tender Engines:
2—6—4 B.R. Class (Hornby)
3F 0—6—0 Ex-Midland Railway (Triang)
4—6—2 Princess Elizabeth (Triang Kit)
4—6—2 Duchess of Gloucester (Kitmaster on
1-lornby Chassis)
9F 2—10—0 Airfix.
Deltic Diesel—ugh!
Coaches:
4 suburban, 8 main line (proprietary or kits).
Goods stock:
36 waggons etc. (some kits, some ‘butchered’ kits,
some scratch built).
If you are wondering whether to begin this
hobby I have been advised that it takes at least
10 years to build a reasonable layout provided it
doesn’t lead to divorce! David has just reminded
me that his younger brother is now two and
should begin on his (Adrian’s) branch line.
7
“Who’s railway is this anyway

Life with a Tunnel
There’s lots of pipes and lots of drains
And services—complete with mains
We’ve cofferdams and trenches too
These are just to name a few
In-situ here and precast there
We’ve tons of concrete everywhere
We also have a hard-worked piston
For our Ventilation system
And longitudinal-transverse
Or completely in reverse
We’ve had drawings we’ve had tables
We’ve sent telexes and cables
And with slurry, mud and toil and sweat
We hope to build that tunnel yet
But a visit costs more than a ‘song’
For a two-way ticket to Hong Kong.

SUMMER, 1967

by Martery O’Bric’,i

From the North Ramp to the South
Its fame will spread by word of mouth
Eating lichees for your sweet tooth
Cross the Plaza to the Toll Booth
For the fee to cross the Harbour
You could try a Kowloon barber
For shops which you have never seen
Go to ‘town’ in Aberdeen
If you have lost your new abode
Just ‘call in’ at Nathan Road
And to add perfection to your day
Watch the sun go down on Causeway Bay
Bet you chopsticks to a brass gong
You’ll be glad you went to Hong Kong
But you would have missed the fun
Without our ‘dear Cross-Harbour Tun’.

Ex Libris
Westmorland Sub-Editor asked a few
of his colleagues to list any books which
they had read in the past year and con
sidered noteworthy, just as the Editor of The
Observer is accustomed to do at Christmas.
Here are the results:—
Bob Parkins: The somewhat bizarre title “The
British Museum is Falling Down” is arrived at
by the author, David Lodge, from the thoughts
of the book’s principal character Adam Appleby,
a postgraduate student who carries on his studies
in the Reading Room of this famous British
institution. Adam is also the head of a growing
Catholic family, and as worldly events begin to
catch up on him, he embarks on a series of
adventures into hitherto unexplored walks of
life. The book is written in excellent style, at
times hilarious and incredible, and at others
down to earth. Being an expert on modern
literature, Adam sums up the book himself in
one pertinent sentence. “Literature is mostly
about sex and not much about having children;
life is the other way round”.
Of special interest to lovers of the Lake District
is the set of six books which comprise “The
Herries Chronicles” by Hugh Walpole. Written
in the 1930’s, the author traces the history of the
fictitious Herries family from Elizabethan times
down through many generations. The actions take
place in the Keswick and Borrowdale area, and
this familiar territory is described in a vivid and
delightful fashion. The series is recommended
to those with stamina, but once begun, the four
thousand or so pages will prove no deterrent to
completion.
*

*

*

Victor Choa: Milovan Djilas was born in
Montenegro, Yugoslavia, in 1911. He has at
different times been a revolutionary, a soldier, a
political leader—and always a writer. He is an

honest and brave writer who does not fear to
make open criticisms in a totalitarian state; for
which he paid—by serving prison sentences in
nine out of the last ten years. Ten of his short
stories have been collected under the title of “The
Leper and Other Stories”. They were all written
whilst he was in prison between 1956-61. They
are varied in mood and theme and combine
ruthlessly powerful writing about the partisan
struggle with tenderness and satire. Some of
his stories remind one of Kafka; particularly of
the terrifying passages from “In a Penal Settle
ment. The most moving is “The Leper” a
story about a leper who is first isolated but still
able to maintain a certain amount of contact
with the outside world. As the story develops
he is gradually deprived of his remaining means
of communication until finally he is left to die
walled up in his own village. This is a Ion, de
Thee that cannot but remind the reader of the
author’s perilous position as a prisoner.
Also published by Methuen is Djilas’ “Montenegro” which is part history and part fiction
with the theme of the agonising transformation of
Montenegro, under internal and external
pressures, from an antiquated patriarchal inon
archy into a province of the Yugoslav State.
It is written with such great courage and obvious
sincerity of purpose that one cannot help being
left with a sense of awed humility in the face of a
mall who can accept so unflinchingly the con
sequences of his own honesty.
*

*

*

Tony Skelton: “Deadfall” by Desmond Cory.
With only a few minutes to spare before I caught
my train I purchased tIlls crime novel, to find it
was a cut above the average both in content and
style.
It concerns Jeye, a master-thief par
excellence, who has turned the technique of
jewel robbery into an art. He finds himself
teamed up with Fe and her husband, who keep
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dossiers on the houses of the wealthy in Spain.
The complex inter-relationships of these three
are reminiscent of those in an Iris Murdoch
story, but to my mind it is the exciting descrip
tions of the robberies which are the acme of the
novel. Mr. Cory waxes quite lyrical when lie
likens the deadfall’ (the supreme moment of
ecstasy of the cat burglar when he drops from
one ledge to another) to the pure and untouch
able beauty of Euclidean Geometry, the impact
of Gaugin’s colour and a cadence of Mozart’.
I found myself right with Jeye as he edged along
the ledges feeling for the crumbling rock that
could spell disaster, gently removing the contacts
of an alarm system, or ripping out a safe froni
a wall with the courage and desperate determina
tion of a woman searching for her lost child.
The book is to be niade into a film which, if it is
anything like the book, should be well worth
seeing.
*

*

*

Morris Hopkins: 1 enjoyed Douglas Suther
land’s “The Yellow Earl”, the life of the fifth
Earl of Lonsdale which spanned 43 years of the
last century and a further 43 of the present. This
book has considerable local colour although
Hugh Lowther spent only two or three months
each year at Lowther Castle, usually when
grouse was in season, the remainder of his time
being divided between Carlton House Terrace
and various hunting boxes in Rutland and
Leicestershire.
However much his Lordship
neglected Cumberland it was the coal-mines
extending out under the sea at Whitehaven
which were the source of his tremendous income.
He was a prodigious spender and even after he
had given up drinking and gambling he managed
to get through £2000 a week, a colossal suni in
Edwardian times. The Yellow Earl will be
remembered as one of the last great patrons of
British sport and, of course, for the Lonsdale
belt. His two great loves were boxing and fox
hunting at which lie excelled, and then, in later
years when his phenomenal physique dwindled,
he turned his attention to the turf and became a
leading owner of race horses.
“The Fatal Impact”, to which the title of Alan
Moorhead’s book refers, is that of the European
explorers, merchants, missionaries and criminals
on the South Pacific at the end of the 18th
century. That great navigator Captain Cook,
may have discovered Tahiti as a veritable para
dise but from then it was only a matter of a
decade or two before the introduction of the

white nian’s diseases and firearms had reduced
the island to a state of misery and feud. However
on the credit side certain pagan ceremonies such
as hunian sacrifice went into decline. The story
continues with Australia (at that time known as
New Holland although the Dutch showed little
interest in this potential colony) where shortly
after Cook’s exploration of the eastern seaboard
the first ship-loads of British convicts arrived at
Botany Bay. The account of the hardships
endured by these wretched people when the penal
settlement was founded makes one wonder how
so many managed to survive. In this alien land,
which had never supported more than a very
sparse population of aboriginals, thousands of
convicts had to find subsistence in the few square
miles now occupied by the City of Sydney and
were on the verge of starvation for years. It is
hard to understand why the warders kept working
parties in chains. To where would one escape
when ten thousand miles from home with the
Pacific Ocean in one direction and a vast,
unknown, hostile interior in the other? The work
concludes with two chapters on the Antarctic:
the first an itinerary of Cook’s marathon
voyage around the polar ice cap which, combined
with visits to Tahiti, kept hini away from home
for four years; and the second, entitled The
Bloodstained Ice, a description of the fatal
impact of the whaling expeditions at the beginning
of the last century. The wholesale slaughter of
whales was on such a scale that it is surprising
the species is still in existence. Those who have
enjoyed Mr. Moorhead’s other books, such as
“The Blue Nile”, “The White Nile”, and
“Cooper’s Creek”, which combine history and
geography, travel and exploration in an exciting
narrative, should make sure of reading this
splendid successor.
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Calculus made difficult
b)’ Daniel R. Biitterly
(The following article which appeared in the December, 1965
Newsletter of the Structural Division is reprinted here with
the kind permission of the American Society of Civil Engineers)

C—
lie Calculus is concerned primarily with the
law of growth, and this is reflected in some
of its own processes. The beginner is im
pressed by a quality that makes the calculus
unique among the various branches of mathema
tics, and which may be stated thus: the more we
simplify a term the more involved it becomes.
Take, for example:
ex=(l -4-x°)
(I)
Let us try to simplify this; but first we must
expand it:
.x”
2
x
t---—

This boils up to:
f(x) f(a)— f’ (a)

I

-—f (a)
n!

(x

(2)

a)+

This is called the Law of Reciprocal Uncertainty,
and merely states that if we don’t know whether
x equals y or not, how in the hell can we be sure
that y equals x.
Now, squaring the operator merely increases the
uncertainty. Thus
y=x?
(7)
means that y has a very small chatice of being
equal to x, or simply that we may be way off
the track. But when the same quantity appears
on both sides of the equation, as

9
xx

(x)+(a)

(3)

Space does not permit a further simplification.
Now another peculiarity of the calculus is that
when we expand something we have no guarantee
that it will ever contract again. So we are stuck
with Eq. 3. Going back to Eq. 2, let us try our
hand at simplifying that: x/2!, x
/3!, and so on.
3
When we need not be too emphatic, it becomes
just x/2, x/3, at the expense, perhaps, of a certain
amount of accuracy. In fact, where there is any
doubt about the matter, one niay write
l-x+++

equals. Be that as it may, it is reasonable to
suppose that if y x?, then
7
x=y
(6)

+-

(4)

/2? is pronounced “eggs squared over two”
2
(x
with a slight raising of the voice on “two”.)
The operator “?“ requires some further dis
cussion. The equation
y x
7
(5)
nieans that y probably equals x, niay or may not
equal x, or that we are just not sure what it

(8)

this means that we don’t even know whether
x equals itself or not, and that we arc in rough
shape. When this procedure is applied to Eq. 2
we have an infinite series of question marks.
One consolation for all this is that the calculus
allows us to eliminate certain quantities that we
don’t feel like bothering about.
Take the
moment at a point in a beam (see Fig. I). We have
d M==V dx

d Vdx±Y(dx)

(9)

Since dx is infinitely small, (dx)
2 and d Vdx are
awfully small and vanish. V dx doesn’t exactly
vanish; it just sort of chickens out, because if dx
is as small as all that, then no matter what you
multiply it by you won’t get much out of it. This
leaves you with
dM==0
(10)
can’t
Now d M
be very large if it equals zero,
thus the bending moment in a beam must dis
appear. All of which nieans that no beam is
required in the first place.
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Calculus made difficult
b)’ Daniel R. Biitterly
(The following article which appeared in the December, 1965
Newsletter of the Structural Division is reprinted here with
the kind permission of the American Society of Civil Engineers)

C—
lie Calculus is concerned primarily with the
law of growth, and this is reflected in some
of its own processes. The beginner is im
pressed by a quality that makes the calculus
unique among the various branches of mathema
tics, and which may be stated thus: the more we
simplify a term the more involved it becomes.
Take, for example:
ex=(l -4-x°)
(I)
Let us try to simplify this; but first we must
expand it:
.x”
2
x
t---—

This boils up to:
f(x) f(a)— f’ (a)

I

-—f (a)
n!

(x

(2)

a)+

This is called the Law of Reciprocal Uncertainty,
and merely states that if we don’t know whether
x equals y or not, how in the hell can we be sure
that y equals x.
Now, squaring the operator merely increases the
uncertainty. Thus
y=x?
(7)
means that y has a very small chatice of being
equal to x, or simply that we may be way off
the track. But when the same quantity appears
on both sides of the equation, as

9
xx

(x)+(a)

(3)

Space does not permit a further simplification.
Now another peculiarity of the calculus is that
when we expand something we have no guarantee
that it will ever contract again. So we are stuck
with Eq. 3. Going back to Eq. 2, let us try our
hand at simplifying that: x/2!, x
/3!, and so on.
3
When we need not be too emphatic, it becomes
just x/2, x/3, at the expense, perhaps, of a certain
amount of accuracy. In fact, where there is any
doubt about the matter, one niay write
l-x+++

equals. Be that as it may, it is reasonable to
suppose that if y x?, then
7
x=y
(6)

+-

(4)

/2? is pronounced “eggs squared over two”
2
(x
with a slight raising of the voice on “two”.)
The operator “?“ requires some further dis
cussion. The equation
y x
7
(5)
nieans that y probably equals x, niay or may not
equal x, or that we are just not sure what it

(8)

this means that we don’t even know whether
x equals itself or not, and that we arc in rough
shape. When this procedure is applied to Eq. 2
we have an infinite series of question marks.
One consolation for all this is that the calculus
allows us to eliminate certain quantities that we
don’t feel like bothering about.
Take the
moment at a point in a beam (see Fig. I). We have
d M==V dx

d Vdx±Y(dx)

(9)

Since dx is infinitely small, (dx)
2 and d Vdx are
awfully small and vanish. V dx doesn’t exactly
vanish; it just sort of chickens out, because if dx
is as small as all that, then no matter what you
multiply it by you won’t get much out of it. This
leaves you with
dM==0
(10)
can’t
Now d M
be very large if it equals zero,
thus the bending moment in a beam must dis
appear. All of which nieans that no beam is
required in the first place.
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Figurc 1. Simple Beam
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Figure 2. Simplified Simple Beam

Fig. 2 shows the equivalent beam after all the
negligible values have chickened out. Its advan
tage from a standpoint of construction is obvious.
It’s all in knowing how.

Holiday Husbandry
Lines to a City Clerk, carrying home a New
Garden Spade on the eve of Friday before Bank
Holiday.
*

*

Peter Hardy

1)’ H. H. ExL’Ib))

When noonday’s fiercest rays attack
And blistered fingers make you wince,
It will solace not your aching back
To know that “Labor omnia vincit”.

While eager crowds on pleasure bent
Their devious week-end ways are winding,
For you that garden implement
Forebodes a dreadful fate impending.

But was this plan your own free choice?
Or did you, scenting trouble brewing,
Yield to your wife’s insistent voice
Declaring something “wanted doing”.

Of course we know “Quot homines”
For every kind of recreation:
But do you number among these
the ungentle art of excavation?

If so, you have my sympathy
And, when on some shore gently shelving,
I dream beside the summer sea,
I’ll pray for you a-rooting, delving.

Golf, Cricket, Tennis, find me not,
Their claims on my exertions shirking,
But digging in a garden plot
Appears to me too much like working.

For when the evening shadows fall
I, by a like imperious order,
Obedient to one clear call,
Must water our herbaceous border.

ork in the Kendal Office in connec
tion with the extension of the M.6
Motorway over the Westmorland
fells, has meant that a number of people are
encountering common land for the first time.
This has prompted some investigation and it is
thought that these notes might be of interest.
Incidentally, nothing written here applies to
Scotland, but to England and Wales only.
There are few people in this country who have
not some favourite heath or common to which
they go when they want to “get away from it all”.
In some cities, Southampton is a good example,
the town dwellers might find peace within their
own town boundaries, for several English towns
retain their common land to this day. The
survival of so much common and open land in
one of the most densely inhabited and urbanised
countries in the world is a remarkable thing.
Even now, in the second half of the twentieth
century, we have more than one and a half
million acres of common land, much of it
surviving more or less untouched. A lot of it
has hardly changed from Anglo-Saxon times,
and gives us some of our most beautiful scenery
and some of our most treasured colonies of wild
life.
Of this great area of common land, over a
million acres lies in England and a further half
million acres in Wales. In the Welsh county of
Brecon, nearly one third of the surface consists
of common land, while in Westmorland, one
quarter of the surface is common land, by far
the largest proportion found in any county in
England. Two-thirds of all the common land in
England is to be found in the seven northern
counties; most of the land being upland common
—moors and fells. Of the lowland commons
nearly one half is to be found within fifty miles
of London.
In the West Country, Bodmin
Moor, Dartmoor, Exmoor and the Quantocks
are all common lands. Over all these, and
similar commons, the people of England and

Wales are allowed by custom, though perhaps
not by right, to wander more or less there they
wish, subject only to certain local restrictions.
These restrictions are concerned chiefly with
water undertakings, forestry interests etc.
All common land is private property.
It
belongs to someone, whether an individual or a
corporation, and has done so from time im
memorial. The owner of the land is the Lord
of the Manor within the boundary of which the
common land lies. These lands are therefore
not public property, despite their name, nor have
they ever been during the past thousand years.
However, the unusual thing about these lands is
that a number of ordinary people have legal
rights over the surface. These rights have been
exercised for a long time, by the people together
or “in common”. Of the various common rights,
that most widely known is the right of common
pasture. That is the right to graze one’s animals
over the grasses. Other important rights are the
right to gather wood for fuel (estovers), the right
to dig turf for fuel or for roofing (turbary), the
right to fish in common waters (piscary), and the
right to Cut bracken for fuel or for the beddingdown of the animals. In certain localities there
could also be the rights of exercise. These rights
might not seem too important to us today, in
this developed country of ours; however, to the
people of centuries ago, with just about none of
the rights and benefits that we take for granted,
these various rights were most important. Not
all the inhabitants of the parish or village
possessing the common land had rights over it.
Sometimes these rights were restricted to a
certain group or class within the community, and
no changes could be made in the use of the land
without the consent of the whole body of the
Commoners. This precaution has meant that
the land, over the centuries, has been safeguarded
against hasty and ill-considered change that
might otherwise have been carried out due to a
passing pressure or perhaps a short term view
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passing pressure or perhaps a short term view
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being taken. However, many commons have
been encroached upon during the ages.
The
towns of Petersfleld, Woodstock, Poole and (in
later times) Harrogate and Tunbridge Wells,
are all sited on what was formerly common land,
Very little seems to have been written about it,
but the commons have played a prominent part
in English history. Many a fierce and terrible
battle has been fought out on the moors rather
than on the cultivated land. The season’s crops,
especially before the Enclosure Act, were
everything to the people, and if anything should
happen, then a lot of people would die of starva
tion. One has only to think of the sites of the
major battles of the Wars of the Roses. In the
Civil War there was the battle of Marston Moor,
and the last battle to be fought on English soil—
the Battle of Sedgemoor in Somerset in 1685.
In every case it would seem that the fighting
took place away from crops and cultivated land.
The origins of these common lands and the
rights involved are very difficult to discover.
It seems strange that great tracts of land belonging
to private persons are subject to rights over their
surface which may be exercised by thousands of
people, regardless of the wishes of the owner of
the land involved. Because this land is subject
to common rights, including the right of free
access, the owner is prevented by law from
putting up any building or even erecting a fence
on the land. As early as the days of William
The Conqueror the country folk had certain
rights. When enlarging the New Forest, William
had to recognise the rights that already existed.

PONTIFACT No.
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It would seem that the common rights ante-date
the idea of private property. Dartmoor is an
example of this. As early as 1800 B.C. the Early
Bronze Age inhabitants were living on Dartmoor.
Even before this there was upland grazing for
cattle during the summer months. Everyone
that was able to reach the moor had the use of its
thousands of acres of grassland for grazing
purposes and also for the hunting of wild
animals. These practices continued for hundreds
of years until the arrival of the Romans. The
early written records that we have regarding
Dartmoor are dated from the 13th century.
These records show that at the time the moor
was common grazing for all the inhabitants of
Devon. The records of the common use of land
in Southern England are available back to the
7th century. However, the records in the North
of England do not go back so far, neither are
they so complete, possibly because the common
land in the North is chiefly upland moors and
fells and was so plentiful that no accurate record
of it was kept.
During the acquisition of land for the Motor
way we may have been surprised at the lengthy
procedures involved; procedures such as com
piling lists of all tSe Commoners with rights on a
particular stretch of fell or perhaps protracted
meetings on the site with the Commoners, on a
wet and windy day. Perhaps these notes will
show why it is so important that the historical
rights regarding Commoners and common land
should be respected. It is all part of the English
Way.

Telecommunications
A discussion with London Office making use
of the public Telex in Antigua ran into a spot of
trouble. After three attempts had been made to
transmit a message to London the link was
broken and the matter was taken up by the
public Telex in Antigua with Barbados:
(Replies from Barbados in Italics.)
PLEASE NOTE IN MIDDLE OF MESSAGE
GOT ANSWER BACK FROM PONTIFACT
LONDON HAD TO RESTART MSGE CAN
U ACCNT FOR DAT. TIMING WOULD
DEN BE WRONG.
TAX 4 MINS.

IMPOSSIBLE MSGE TOOK LESS DAN ONE

MIN TO GO THROUGH CKED IT MYSELF
DIS C AND W OPERATOR HERE NOT
CUSTOMER.
TIMING CLOCK DEE £4 YS 7.10 WHICH
8 MINS X BUT LI HAD REPTNS WHICH I
ALLOWED FOR X PSE CFM 4 MINS X

WAS AWAITING REPLY FM PONTIFACT
AFTER GOT ANSWER BACK IN MIDDLE
0 MSGE
DAT WASTED TIME TOO.
WEN A MSG BEGINS U R TIMED UP TO
TIME CCTS CLEAR PSE CFM 4 MINS X
HAVE ALLOWED U HALF DE TIME X
TRI NOT TO MAKE MA TTER BAD X.
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Club Notes
Squ as/i Rackets
The squash season this year has proved to be
the most successful yet, and for the first time the
firm has managed to break even, winning ten
matches out of a total of twenty. It started with
a very impressive entry of six wins in the first
eight matches, but it was a case of pride coming
before a fall for, by the end of the year, the
initial team had disappeared and the score card
was reversed.
I see that my predecessor likened the squash
talent in the firm to a very broadly based pyramid!
I hope S.W.K.P. had no part in the design of
this pyramid, since it collapsed suddenly with
the disappearance, in quick succession, of mem
bers 1, 2 and 3 in the persons of Cohn Baines,
Bill Wyley and John Cook. This left a much
weakened team of James Scott-Webb, Robin
Daniels, Cohn Smith and myself. This migration
seems to be a perennial complaint, but t doubt
that many previous secretaries have been required
to organise a team of five from four people, all
of whom wished to play in the fifth position.
This problem was resolved when “Zach”
Matthews agreed to emerge from retirement
provided he filled this all-important position.
This left four people all wanting to play at number
four. In spite of this we managed to put up a
respectable, even if unsuccessful resistance, in
the last few matches, and no one could accuse
us of losing in the post-match festivities.
I should like to take this opportunity of
thanking all those who have supported the Club,
and especially Bill Wyley, who was responsible
for both the increased fixture list and the firm’s
success this season. His courage in the face of
adversity, frequently needed towards the end
of the season, is exemplified by his return to the
bar after the painful discovery that the chips at
Crystal Palace were considerably stronger than
his teeth. However, before I put anyone off the
catering at Crystal Palace, I feel I ought to point

out that the chips in question were presented to
him by Cohn Baines. How these chips came
into Cohn’s hands is purely a matter for conjec
ture due to his hasty departure for Africa!
I should also like to thank the Partners who
have now very kindly agreed to shoulder the
financial burden of Squash Courts at three new
locations—Holland Park, Marylebone Public
Baths and Swiss Cottage. There are in addition
the courts at Dolphin Square, and if anyone has
any queries about the availability or whereabouts
of these courts, I will attempt to answer them.
Guy

FORSTER

Cricket
At the time of writing the weather is quite
wintry, and earlier this morning there was a fall
of snow; all of which I consider a ‘bit much’
since it is the first week of May. The result of
this adverse weather is that all the cricketers in
the firm are now spending every spare moment
praying to Apollo in the hope of appeasing him,
and gaining his favours for our weekly excursions
to Long Ditton. Indeed, it is even rumoured
that one of our more ardent sportsmen, who
recently departed for Nigeria, has really gone
searching for a witch doctor whose power of
‘ju-ju’ will be strong enough to influence the
weather in this climatically crazy country.
Most of you will know by now that owing to
pressure of work Reg Ready has retired from the
Secretary’s post. He held this position for six
years, and I would like to take this opportunity
of thanking him for the hard work he has put
in during that period, together with the hope
that he will find time to play for us during the
coming season.
As you will see from the fixture list below, we
have a full season ahead of us. The majority of
the opponents we have met before, and we can
expect some keen games, especially with those
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locations—Holland Park, Marylebone Public
Baths and Swiss Cottage. There are in addition
the courts at Dolphin Square, and if anyone has
any queries about the availability or whereabouts
of these courts, I will attempt to answer them.
Guy

FORSTER

Cricket
At the time of writing the weather is quite
wintry, and earlier this morning there was a fall
of snow; all of which I consider a ‘bit much’
since it is the first week of May. The result of
this adverse weather is that all the cricketers in
the firm are now spending every spare moment
praying to Apollo in the hope of appeasing him,
and gaining his favours for our weekly excursions
to Long Ditton. Indeed, it is even rumoured
that one of our more ardent sportsmen, who
recently departed for Nigeria, has really gone
searching for a witch doctor whose power of
‘ju-ju’ will be strong enough to influence the
weather in this climatically crazy country.
Most of you will know by now that owing to
pressure of work Reg Ready has retired from the
Secretary’s post. He held this position for six
years, and I would like to take this opportunity
of thanking him for the hard work he has put
in during that period, together with the hope
that he will find time to play for us during the
coming season.
As you will see from the fixture list below, we
have a full season ahead of us. The majority of
the opponents we have met before, and we can
expect some keen games, especially with those
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seeking their revenge for past defeats. The one
new fixture is against Gollins, Melvin, Ward &
Partners, which will be played at Regent’s Park,
a ground which, although new to us, is near
enough to the office for us to feel at home.
For newcomers I would explain that the
majority of our matches take place at the Long
Ditton Cricket Club Ground, Surbiton, play
usually commencing at 5.30 p.m. Apart from
the Nyasaland Leopards Game, for which we
pick our strongest side, cricketing ability,
although useful, is not essential and the matches
afford an opportunity to enjoy a game of cricket
and a pleasant social evening afterwards. The
main attraction of the season will be the
President’s Match, when two teams selected from
the firm will play each other at Long Ditton.
Our President and Mrs. Hawkey invite all
members of the staff, together with their wives
and families, to attend this match and to stay
for the midsummer ‘social’ which takes place in
the Pavilion after the game. Full details of the
game and the transport arrangements will be
made known to all sections later.
It only remains for me to wish you all an

enjoyable cricket season, be your skill with bat
or with ball.
DAVID HITCHINGS

SUMMER, 1967

tennis for members of the firm who might not
otherwise do so, and for members to meet one
another socially away from Winsley Street.
I hope that as many people as possible will
enjoy playing tennis this season.
MICHAEL SLINN

Tennis
It is rather too early in the season to make any
comments on the prospects for the tennis team,
especially as most members haven’t played more
than a couple of games due to the poor weather.
However, a social evening at Roehampton when
for once the clouds did clear, was well attended
and was voted a hit by those present. It is hoped
to hold more such evenings during the season.
In the meanwhile the inter-section competition
will have started, but this year battles will be
fought at Regent’s Park rather than Battersea
Park. The outcome of the competition would
appear to be wide open this year, and upon the
news that the Seeding Committee has disbanded
itself, no odds have been offered against any of
the competing pairs as far as the Secretary knows.
The purpose of the competition is of course a
dual one—to provide an opportunity to play

Sailing
With all the recent publicity concerning Sir
Francis Chichester and sailing it may be that
more people can be tempted to ‘having a go’ in

Mlan/e.

Cricket Fixtures for 1967

Match No.

Date

Opponents

Venue

I

Thur. 25th May, 5.30 p.m.

Practice Match

Long Ditton

2

Thur. 1st June, 5.30 p.m.

Gollins, Melvin,
Ward & Partners

Regent’s Park

3

Wed. 7th June, 5.30 p.m.

Binnie & Partners

Long Dittoi

4

Wed. 14th June, 5.30 p.m.

Long Ditton
2nd Team

Long Ditton

5

Fri. 23rd JUne, 5.00 p.m.

President’s Match

Long Ditton

6

Wed. 28th June, 5.30 p.m.

R. Travers Morgan
& Partners

Long Ditton

7

Fri. 7th July, 2.00 p.m.

Nyasaland Leopards

Long Ditton

8

Wed. 12th July, 5.30 p.m.

Sir Alexander Gibb
& Partners

Long Ditton

9

Wed. 19th July, 5.30 p.m.

Evening Match

Long Ditton

Sat. 29th July, 2.30 p.m.

Richard Costain Ltd.

New Maiden

10

23

As an aid to identification
the above is a recent photo
graph of Mlanje—does she
not invite you to join ‘the
fearless ones’?

Again, for the information of newcomers to
the firm, we have a G.P. 14 ft. sailing dinghy
Mianje which is kept on the Thames near Surbiton.
The dinghy is available to all members of the
firm and their friends, provided one member of
the boat crew can sail. Notice should be given
to the Secretary (David Blythe, Extension 321)
before taking the boat out in order that no clash
of bookings occur.
For those iot familiar with the Thames at
Surbiton the following details may be of interest.
The Thames, at this point, is non tidal although a
strong flow can be expected following heavy rain.
The river is approximately 100 yards wide and
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unfortunately (from a sailing aspect) is sheltered
from the wind by trees and houses on either bank.
However, there are a few fine reaches down
stream which provide sailing in a reasonable
wind.
DAVID BLYTHE

So far this season we have played two golf
matches. The first was cancelled because the
opposition could not raise a side. This, as it
happened, was a blessing in disguise, because
the gods took exception to there being Golf,
Cricket and Tennis matches all on the same day,
and it rained all day long.
The second match was against Binnics, and
played at Walton Heath. We could hardly
resist the temptation to stray into the heather
and bracken lining the fairway, and as a result
lost by two matches to one.
The ‘Measor Mashie’ is next on the agenda,
and we expect all the firm’s golfers to brush up
their swings and brush off the cobwebs from
their clubs and meet on June 29th at the R.A.C.
Country Club for our annual golfing thrash.
For the more regular golfers the usual annual
fixtures have again been organised which include
the following:—
July 12th v. Sir Alexander Gibbs at St. George’s
Hill G.C.
July 27th v. Ove Arup at Royal Wimbledon
G.C.
September 21st v. Richard Costain Ltd. at
Cuddington G.C.
RICHARD WELLS

Zaniera

this opportunity to remind members that this is
available to all members at any time and all
they have to do is to collect the key from one of
the Committee.
The Summer Competition of 1966 was of very
high standard and the following awards were
made:
Away froni it all.

Golf

Z’l,b

The Camera Club has certainly survived the
trip from Victoria Street to Oxford Street and
has now a thriving membership of over 50.
The arrangement for discount in photographic
goods we have made with the Westminster
Photographic in Oxford Street, is working very
well and members are taking full advantage of
this.
However, although we have been given a
magnificent dark-room by the Partners in the
new offices, this has not been used nearly so
much as the Committee should like: so we take

7

Children at play.

A Flower Study.

sUMMER, 1967
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English Harbour, Antigua

1st Steve Oliver
2nd Jenny Jones
3rd Jenny Avery
1st B. Ranger
2nd Jenny Avery
3rd R. Hawkey
1st R. Jones
2nd W. Grainger
3rd Jenny Jones.

As regards the social activities of the Club a
farewell party at Victoria Street was organised
and proved to be a most entertaining evening
attended by most of the firm. Such a party
should if possible be repeated next year.
With the new conference room the slide and
film shows have without exception been most
successful and well attended. Miss Lishmund,
Miss Burleigh, Mr. Lindsay, Cohn Baines and
Joe Hart have all made our world a little larger
than Oxford Circus in the rush hour by talking
about their interesting travels: whereas Ron
Jones, and Mr. G. Simpson from the Royal
Photographic Society, have taught us more about
perfecting the medium of photography for con
veying this far-off beauty to others.
In April Joe Hart organised an enjoyable
informal slide-show when all members were
invited to exhibit slides. The standard was as
high as though it were a proper show but the
evening managed to have a friendly uncom
petitive air about it!
This Spring it was decided to hold a Black and
White Competition and the selected subjects
were:

byjini Park

etween 1689 and 1815 Britain was almost
continuously at war with France and in
the Caribbean not only Britain and
France, but also Spain, Portugal and The Nether
lands were struggling for naval supremacy. In the
few peaceful periods the Caribbean remained a
centre of naval activity because it was necessary
to control the pirates who raided the ships of all
nations and, after the American Declaiation of
Independence in 1776, the British Navy had the
unpopular task of preventing ships from the
former British Colonies in North America
trading with the West Indies.
English Harbour is a beautiful natural harbour
providing very good shelter from hurricanes and
a British Naval base was established there in
1728. Nelson used English Harbour as his main
base from 1784 to 1787. He disliked his stay in
English Harbour and in turn was disliked by
the local population because he did not turn a

blind eye towards the trade between the West
Indies and North America. It was during the
time Nelson was based in Antigua that he met
and married Mrs. Nesbitt.
Towards the end of the 19th Century ships
became too large to negotiate the narrow
entrance into the Dockyard and it was abandoned
by the Royal Navy in 1899. During the following
years the Dockyard fell into decay until, in 1950,
restoration of the buildings commenced. It is
now a popular anchorage for ocean going yachts
and is the first port of call for many yachts
making trans-Atlantic crossings. One day while
I was rowing across English Harbour, a small
15-ft. open sail boat sailed in and I politely
exchanged greetings with the single occupant.
It was only later that I learned that he had
sailed single-handed across the Atlantic and I
was the first person he had spoken to for six
weeks.

London
Four Seasons
People
It is hoped that the entry will be as large as
though it were colour and the results will be
published in the next Pontifact.
JAMES SCOTT-WEBS

English Harbour—Antigua
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Overseas—Nigerian Partnership—continued
J. W. Price—Kaduna—Kaduna Water Supply Scheme
R. C. Ryder—Nigeria—Yerwa Drainage Scheme
C. J. 1-1. Wright—Lagos—Roads Engineer (cx C.U. Site)

Staff Notes
New Appointments
London Office
Miss J. R. Acres
Mrs. S. D. Allen
Miss V. A. Ball-Greene
D. K. Bond
R. T. Bowbeiski (ex Nigeria)
A. J. Bushell
K. A. V. Caston
R. W. T. Chapman
Miss A. M. Cowdrey
Miss J. P. Craft
B. Edwards (on secondment
from Fitzpatrick & Son)
G. Froyton
R. N. L. Gamlen
U. S. Ghosh
Miss R. Goodhew
J. Greenfield
Major D. Grobbelaar
(on secondment from
R.S.M.E.)
Miss M. G. Handley
Y. K. Ho (previously with
SWKP Hong Kong)
G. F. Jefford

London Office—continued
S. P. B. Kulatileka
(C.B.I. Scholar)
E. 0. Kwentoh (Nigeria
Federal Scholar)
W. Lenartowicz
Mrs. M. E. Morley
Miss C. J. Parker
J. W. Phillips
Mrs. S. J. Poulain
D. J. Powell
G. Ramasamy
Miss J. M. Reay
E. Reinbach
Miss D. E. Richardson
E. W. Ruddle
Miss D. J. Sharp
M. C. F. Smith
J. W. Surridge
A. J. Strongman
Miss J. E. Tyler
N. A. Wilson (ex Cyprus)
A. J. Wiseman (cx Nigeria)
P. L. Wong (C.B.l.
Scholar)
H. B. Yeap (C.B.l. Scholar)

Kendal Office
Miss J. Burrow
R. M. Heddon (cx Nigeria)
S. Pearson
Mrs. M. Stainton
K. R. Williams
J. Winstanley
V. J. Guiver (cx Antigua via
Jordan)
Glasgow Office
D. Coutts
Miss C. Craigen
I. K. Smith
I. Wilkinson

Overseas—Jordan
A. G. Allen—Aqaba—Safi/Aqaba Highway (cx Belfast Office)
G. Brandon—Aqaba—Safl/Aqaba Highway (cx London Office)
A. H. L. Kellam—Aqaba—Safl/Aqaba Highway (cx Kendal Office)
J. J. J. Mushet—Aqaba—Safi/Aqaba Highway (cx Nigeria)
T. D. Raikes—Aqaba—Safi/Aqaba Highway
M. B. Shalders—Aqaba—Safi/Aqaba Highway (cx Antigua)
A. J. C. Small—Amman—Engineer’s Representative (cx London Office)
O i’erseas—Hong Kong Partnership
D. A. Flint—Brunci—S.A.E. (cx Kendal Office)
A. G. Johnson—Brunei—Matcrials Engineer (cx Antigua)
C. Y. Lai—Hong Kong—A.E.C. (cx London Office)
C. B. Paget—Brunei—Senior Engineer (cx Kendal Office)
Overseas—A ntigua
A. J. Strongman—Antigua—A.R.E. Materials (cx London Office)
Overseas—C’yprus

Belfist Office
Mrs. R. Burnett
Miss R. Lindsay

P. G. Berry —Moni—Resident Engineer
Movements of Staff

Site
A. R. Booth
Mrs. J. Dobson
J. A. Higgs
G. Wilson

Staff Movements
Overseas—Nigerian Partnership
G. W. Atkinson—Maiduguri—Maiduguri/Lake Chad Road
C. Baines—Kaduna—Kano Water Supply Extension (cx London Office)
W. P. D. Came—Kaduna—Road Engineer
C. A. H. Fink—Kaduna—Soils Engineer (cx Kendal Office)
K. L. Franklin—Tanzania—Songea/Tundura Road (cx London Office)
G. L. Frankland—Lagos—Roads Engineer
M. H. Gouldsborough—Kaduna—On secondment from Sandbcrgs
M. J. Kennedy—Tanzania—Songea/Tundura Road (cx London Office)

J. B. Cook
P. J. Cruminey

From

•

.

London
Belfast

G.Gray

Glasgow

C. P. Harding
I. R. Haywood
W. Holmes

London
Glasgow
Townhead Site

J. Kennedy
J. R. Lane

Laghey Site

A. G. MacDonald
P. Mortimore

Glasgow

G. Nicoll

Townhead

A. D. K. Nutt
D. N. Sargeaunt
A. J. F. Skelton

London
Kendal

•

.

•

.

Kendal

J. M. Stamper
D. G. E. Smith

V. A. E. Lawley—Lagos—Lagos/Apapa Motorway

H. I. K. Woo

J. Miller—Kano—Kano Water Supply Extension (after 6 months’ sick leave in U.K.)

W. J. Wyley

Belfast
Kendal
Stockton
P.&O. Site

•

.

Belfast
London

To
Dungeness ‘B’
London
Tees-side
On secondment to Higgs & Hill
London
Glasgow
T.8 Realignment
Shrewsbury (Priory Road Swimming Baths)
Townhead Site
London
Glasgow
On sccondment to Fitzpatrick & Son
Glasgow
London
London
London
London
Townhead
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C. Baines—Kaduna—Kano Water Supply Extension (cx London Office)
W. P. D. Came—Kaduna—Road Engineer
C. A. H. Fink—Kaduna—Soils Engineer (cx Kendal Office)
K. L. Franklin—Tanzania—Songea/Tundura Road (cx London Office)
G. L. Frankland—Lagos—Roads Engineer
M. H. Gouldsborough—Kaduna—On secondment from Sandbcrgs
M. J. Kennedy—Tanzania—Songea/Tundura Road (cx London Office)

J. B. Cook
P. J. Cruminey

From

•

.

London
Belfast

G.Gray

Glasgow

C. P. Harding
I. R. Haywood
W. Holmes

London
Glasgow
Townhead Site

J. Kennedy
J. R. Lane

Laghey Site

A. G. MacDonald
P. Mortimore

Glasgow

G. Nicoll

Townhead

A. D. K. Nutt
D. N. Sargeaunt
A. J. F. Skelton

London
Kendal

•

.

•

.

Kendal

J. M. Stamper
D. G. E. Smith

V. A. E. Lawley—Lagos—Lagos/Apapa Motorway

H. I. K. Woo

J. Miller—Kano—Kano Water Supply Extension (after 6 months’ sick leave in U.K.)

W. J. Wyley

Belfast
Kendal
Stockton
P.&O. Site

•

.

Belfast
London

To
Dungeness ‘B’
London
Tees-side
On secondment to Higgs & Hill
London
Glasgow
T.8 Realignment
Shrewsbury (Priory Road Swimming Baths)
Townhead Site
London
Glasgow
On sccondment to Fitzpatrick & Son
Glasgow
London
London
London
London
Townhead
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Newsletters
Jordan
The firm is back in the Holy Land, after an
absence of more than two years, to supervise the
construction of the Safi-Aqaba highway. This is
a desert road running for 120 miles through the
rift of the Wadi Araba from the Dead Sea to
the Red Sea.
First on the scene in December 1966 were
Arthur Small and family to set up a head office
in Amman.
They were closely followed by
Andy Kellam who soon disappeared into the
wadi to search for pegs and beacons sited in the
desert more than 3 years before. Directly after
celebrating Hogmanay in Scotland, John Mushet
arrived to get houses and offices built at Aqaba
on a hillock overlooking the town and bay. Ted
Raikes left London on a beautiful sunny morn
to be greeted by a raging snowstorm at Amman
airport. He was persuaded to stay after a long
session at the Third Circle Inn.
When the houses (Italian prefabs) were built
the wives and families began to arrive. From
Antigua came Mike Shalders and family (includ
ing a new baby son) and George Brandon and
family from London. Our newest arrivals are
Jim Guiver, also from Antigua, and Gordon
Allen from the Belfast office.
Sporting facilities are limited, but swimming
and fishing are the highlights. No one has yet
managed to catch anything really startling in
spite of the lush and expensive equipment they
seem to have.
Usually, wives and children
dangling a line over the side of the boat have had
much more success. On the rare occasions of a
day or two off from work trips are made to the
interesting lost city of Petra or to the coolness
of the heights of Amman and Jerusalem.
The only other European element in the town
is Rendel, Palmer & Tritton, who are working
on dock construction. They and their German
contractors challenged us and our French
contractors to a football match. With several
Jordanians included, and an Italian referee, it
was quite a World Cup event. We are pleased

to report a 3-I wiil, though a recount of players
showing 13 on our side may have helped!
In March Prince Philip visited Jordan and
Arthur Small was invited to a dinner party given
in his honour by King Hussein in Amman. On
March 18th the construction work of the road
was inaugurated by the King who drove a D.500
bulldozer to make the first cut. This was followed
by a Mansof, an Arabic meal of many excellent
Arab courses
hich reminds me of another
invitation to a Mansof by the officers of tile Arab
Legion, who are our guardians in the desert; a
wonderful meal, but no cutlery. It needs practice
to dissect a whole fried chicken and eat rice using
only the right hand!
Recently we have Ilad a very brief visit from
Mr. and Mrs. Grace, Mervyn Johnston and
Dr. Millard of the Road Research Laboratory.
A safari was arranged for them through the desert
with one night camp. The day before they arrived
an unheard of thing in May occurred—rain,
heavy rain, all along the Wadi! And we had only
one small tent for tile ladies of the party. Actually
all went well, for the rain stopped in time; it
had packed hard the soft sand areas and cooled
the air to a perfect temperature. I shall remember
the long line of bodies sleeping under the stars
on the sand, and all excellent breakfast of eggs
aild bacon cooked by Mr. Grace and Mervyn,
under tile expert eye of Mrs. Grace.
Two desert scenes come to mind. One is of two
Land Rovers, A and B taking V.I.Ps. on an
inspection of the desert route. B stuck in the
sand in a dune area. A circled to try to help but
was driven by Iligh dunes into a wide circling
movement over a couple of miles or more. On
eventually arriving at the scene Ile found that B
had dug himself out and continued along A’s
tracks. So lle followed on. It was some time
before the penny dropped!
Another desert scene; an excited bedu flags
down our Land Rover and beckons us to follow
him to a nearby well which was surrounded by
people and one patlletic-looking baby camel, all
gazing down into it. At tile bottom, some twelve
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feet down, a tangled heap of legs and neck, was
mother camel! Ted took charge of rescue ops.
and after various descents and attempts with rope
and tackle and diggings, brought in a bulldozer
to dig a ramp, and brought her out alive. Camels
have a distinct odour and no one would go near
Ted till he had had several baths.
At the moment our little town of Aqaba and
its lovely bay seem to have hit the high spots of
international news.
Actually, all seems very
calm and normal, and work and life carry on as
usual. Let us hope it will continue so.
Postscript:

THE EXODUS
There have been sudden changes to our way of
life in Jordan. Returning from the job in the
desert on Monday, 5th June, we found our wives
all busy packing for a move to Amman. War had
broken out, and Aqaba might be the centre of
operations.
But all remained quiet; in the
evening, Eilat, only 3 miles across t-he bay,
gradually blacked out and so did we.
By Tuesday night all wives, children and
unessential bods were at a hotel in Amman,
leaving Ted Raikes and Gordon Allen to hold
the fort at Aqaba. Amman was also very quiet
except for the occasional air raid siren.
On Saturday evening we were told to be ready
to leave for a rendezvous in the town at 4.00 am.
Sunday. From here we, probably 1,000 Europeans
ill all, were escorted to the airport and air lifted
by U.S. air transport planes south-east to the
Gulf, then north-east to Teheran. We were sorted
out there, given a terrific lunch and flown on,
via Turkey, to Nicosia for the night, and on
Monday the R.A.F. brought us home to Gatwick.
Mike Shalders stayed on in Amman to keep
in touch with Ted and Gordon, and Arthur
Small will be returning as soon as possible after
a conference about the job in Winsley Street.
The rest of us want to get back as soon as
possible to get on with the job, and to give a little
help to our friends, the Jordanian people, who
are suffering so cruelly at the present time.
ANDY KELLAM

‘\Vestmorland
Having experienced a comparatively mild
winter (for Westmorland), with the appearance
of lambs in the fields and several new young
ladies on the Staft spring was in the air! We
were soon disillusioned when May opened with

cold winds, frost and snow; so much for the
Londoners who envy us our country estate.
Brhh..
Since the last Newsletter, Section 3, having
forsaken Shaw End, have been tying up their
loose ends in a corner of the Stramongate office
and are presently speculating on the successful
tenderer for the Killington-Tebay Section. Their
numbers are depleted, the section having released
Roy Weston and Ron Rakusen to assist Peter
Knowles’ Section. This section has been involved
in a considerable amount of redesign work
resulting from the policy decision to reduce
carriageway and verge widths. Alan Waterworth
has produced his umpteenth design for Farleton
Interchange whilst Richard Denton-Cox has with
much effort managed to persuade the Nordisk
Earthworks Programme to do something which
it was determined not to do—plot a motorway
stepped carriageway on one sheet of paper.
The Section is presently full “o’ the Blarney’
with the arrival from Belfast office of Gillian
Pendry and Rosemary Lindsay who are tracing
contract drawings together with their “steady”,
Jill Paget-Tomlinson.
Stewart McNee’s Section is battling on in
spite of the departure of David Flint, to join
Des Boon in Brunei, and John Bannerman who
together with his wife (ex-telephonist) have left
for drier climes. We understand that John’s
post with the Saudi Arabian Government
involves watering that barren land in contrast
with his previous occupation Ilere of finding ways
of getting rid of water.
Barry Paget’s Section having successfully
produced two contracts out of one are now
thinking up their next trick. They have been
joined by Brian Hunter from Bridges who replaces
Malcolm Collison who in turn passed to Bridges
Section via Quantities. Their earthworks expon
ent, Bob Parkins, has likewise departed to the
Town to assist Chris Ford.
With the able assistance provided by Val
Mayoh and Derek Parrington in producing
contract drawings the Section now has the
additional Thrimby-Hackthorpe contract docu
ments on the starting grid.
Des Boon, arriving fit and well from Brunei
on leave to study “form” and progress, has
evidently sold the Far East so well that Barry
Paget is about to depart thence. We wish him the
best of luck in this new venture in Brunei with
Hong Kong office.
Andy Kellam left Kendal for the JordanianIsraeli border recently and substituted his “cold
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war” with some of the Westmorland farmers for
life in the realms of a “hot war”. We hope that
he packed his bullet proof vest!
Bridges Section has had many comings and
goings. Ernie Pennells, our intrepid artist, left
in January to join a southern firm and Cohn
Ashton got married and departed northwards.
Dick Phelps is taking a midway course on the
M.l extension. Tony Skelton is now in London,
but in spite of all these movements, Ford’s
production line continues to flow.
Len Parker’s boys and girls are busily consoli
dating their site work into compact volumes of
valuable information indicating the difficulties
of working Westrnorland “muck”.
David
Sargeaunt, who was principally involved with the
trial embankment at Killington, forsook his
piezonleters and gauges for marriage lines and
transferred to Glasgow office.
Soils investigations into “swallow holes” for
Section 4 has involved excavating a large hole
at a “swallow hole” site in order to uncover the
fissures which were expected in the bed rock.
Bruce Holmes and his direct-labour force gradu
ally disappeared into the bowels of the earth
and finally came up with some interesting rock
formations which confirmed previous theories
as to the requirements of the specification in
dealing with these phenomena. Rumour hath
it that caving gear will be issued to Section 4
resident staff on site.
The “Quantities Wing” is putting up a brave
fight in its attempt to achieve at least one target
date. But despite excellent liaison with Barry
Paget’s forces, the enemies “Revised Design”
and “Not Yet Agreed” tend to overwhelm.
It is with regret that we report the Wing’s loss
of not only “Lieut. i/c Site Clearance” Victor
Choa but also “Lieut. i/c Drainage” Malcolm
Collison. Bridges got ‘em! Happily “Lieut.
i/c Mains & Services” Dave Owen and “Fencing”
Peter Hardy assisted by 3rd Officers (Clerical)
Frances Wheatley and Pam Robinson are still
with it and now, with the arrival (Ex Nigeria) of
Mike “the one” (Culverts) Heddon, its forces
are regaining strength for future battles.
Our Administration Section under Joe Atkin
son continues to succour us with the necessities
of life, and Ernie Rigg & Peter Lightley, our
able printers, produce our finished products.
Football
Our football team continues to flourish under
the captaincy of Don Grant, who is supported
by an able team of soccer enthusiasts. The
results of the games played during the season
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(Won 3, Drawn 5, Lost 8) do not indicate the
closeness of some of the matches and often these
were only lost by the odd goal. The annual
match with the North Western Electricity Board
ended in a well-fought draw and was followed by
the usual social evening enjoyed by both players
and supporters alike.
Sailing
We are indebted to Joe Atkinson in whose
barn WOW has ridden peacefully at anchor
through the windy winter months. She has
been spruced up for the season ahead and is now
parked on the shores of Windermere. She is
available to all members of staff, and anyone
wishing to be initiated into the gentle (?) art of
sailing should contact Chris Ford.
Bridge
The Shaw End Bridge Club has had an active
winter season and two duplicate competitions
were held. Winners were Richard Denton-Cox,
Tony Skelton, Malcolm Collison and his wife
Dilys, and Betty McEwan and her husband.

stead later on. The opening match will be against
the local village, Grayrigg, weather permitting!
Captain: Richard Denton-Cox, Fixtures Secre
tary: Brian Hunter.

/t’lusic

Social Events
A most successful Christmas Party was
organised by our “Social Secretary”, David
Butler, at a Morecambe hotel. Everyone wined
and dined well and danced until an early hour.
We were pleased to see several London faces
amongst us on this occasion and their presence
no doubt helped to make the evening more
enjoyable.
A soirée was held in April. It provided an
excuse to celebrate the issue of invitations to
tender for the Kilhington to Tebay Section, the
date of which had been the source of so much
speculation for so long. It coincided with a visit
from London of Messrs. Lindsay, Sutton,
Forrest and Edwards and was well attended by
the Kendal contingent. Younger’s bitter con
tributed towards a most successful and merry
evening.

Readers will no doubt recall that two years ago
our Choir won the Keswick Challenge Bowl
outright at the Mary Wakefield Music Festival
which is held biannually in Kendal. In spite of
the fact that many members of the previous choir
have fled to remote parts, phoenix-like a new
choir has emerged to defend our honour. At this
year’s Festival the opponents once again were the
dreaded Netherfield Shoe Works Choir who
outnumbered us three to one. Although losing
the contest our lads rose to the occasion nobly
and a mere three marks separated us from the
winners.
Mention must also be made of Val Mayoh and
Peter Knowles, who are members of the Kendal
South Choir (successful in winning two Festival
events), Russ Collins, who plays the French Horn
in the Westmorland Orchestra, and Dick Phelps
(clarinet), Bob Parkins (trumpet), Hans Erwig
(clarinet), Chris Fitt (guitar)—all of whom are
active music makers in the county.
Mint Source Club
The eating places in Westmorland have

Easter Trip to Arran
The mountaineering fraternity are continuing
their activities and at Easter a group of enthusiasts
organised a trip to the Isle of Arran.
In spite of the northerly latiwde and the weather
forecast, it was decided that “life under canvas”
was the order of the day. Des Boon (who was
home from Brunei) joined the party and
although he had said “I can never get cool in
Brunei”, resisted the girls’ advice that camping
was more fun and installed himself in a hotel.
After gales and rain, fly sheets blowing away
and Sheila Webb’s tent collapsing in a heap, the
campers too ended up hotel bound. But notwith
standing these misfortunes two good days
climbing and walking were achieved amidst
magnificent scenery.
It is rumoured that Tony Williams has
approached the publishers of “The Guinness
Book of Records” to find out whether eight wet
climbers and packs in a Hillman Minx qualifies
for an honourable mention.
London—come climbing some time!

continued to provide ample scope for the club.

Personal Column:
Matches
David Sargeaunt and Judith Pillar on February
4th.
Cohn Ashton and Judy Riley on April 1st.
Hatches
A daughter to Mr. & Mrs. Alan Waterworth
on February 9th.

The Collins’ and the Hopkins’ acted as hosts
and hostesses at Hodge Hill and Rothay Manor,
respectively, during the season just ended.
Cricket
It is intended to field a team to play local clubs
again this season and it is hoped that the net
practices at present being held will hold us in good
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A son to Mr. & Mrs. Ian Clarke on January
2nd.
Kittens to Ginger Tom & Spouse at Shaw End.
Congratulations to Chris Fitt on achieving
second place in the “Daily Mirror” Yorkshire
Three Peaks race only 32 sees. behind the winner.
He beats the locals at their own game!
The following are also due for congratulations
on professional achievements
Barry Paget—elected Member of the Institution
of Civil Engineers.
Alan Waterworth—admitted as a Graduate of
the Institution of Civil Engineers.
Ian Clarke—-passed Part 2 Examination of the
Institution of Civil Engineers.
Victor Choa and Donald Grant—elected As
sociate Members of the institution of High
way Engineers.
Peter Knowles—elected Member of Branch
Committee of Northern Branch of Institut
ion of Highway Engineers.
JOHN 2, iv.

B run ei
In Brunei the Site Investigation Contract for
the new Airport is now under way, supervised by
Alec Johnson and Frank Nelson. Alec Johnson
came to us from Antigua Airport and Frank
Nelson from Hong Kong.
Des Boon arrived back refreshed from United
Kingdom leave in time to award the contract
for the Site Investigation of the Roads in Tern
burong. The construction contract will be out
before the end of 1967 and his staff has increased
rapidly.
David Flint arrived from Kendal,
Yong Kong Weng and Jimmy Lee from Hong
Kong and Shieh mei-yuan newly joined the firm
from Taiwan.
We also have an attractive
secretary, Cecilia Yap Poh Tin.
Mr. Grace visited us in February and noted
how erosion had caused miniature grand canyons
in the local sandy soil. We now have a third job
—experimenting on the control of soil erosion on
side slopes.
Two further areas of road network on which
we shall start location work shortly, will bring
the grand total to some 130 miles.
Our jobs are only some of the big projects being
planned in this prosperous little country, news of
which is bringing an influx of Consulting Engin
eers, Architects and Quantity Surveyors. For
tunately some new houses will soon be ready
before the only hotel bursts at the seams.
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and supporters alike.
Sailing
We are indebted to Joe Atkinson in whose
barn WOW has ridden peacefully at anchor
through the windy winter months. She has
been spruced up for the season ahead and is now
parked on the shores of Windermere. She is
available to all members of staff, and anyone
wishing to be initiated into the gentle (?) art of
sailing should contact Chris Ford.
Bridge
The Shaw End Bridge Club has had an active
winter season and two duplicate competitions
were held. Winners were Richard Denton-Cox,
Tony Skelton, Malcolm Collison and his wife
Dilys, and Betty McEwan and her husband.

stead later on. The opening match will be against
the local village, Grayrigg, weather permitting!
Captain: Richard Denton-Cox, Fixtures Secre
tary: Brian Hunter.

/t’lusic

Social Events
A most successful Christmas Party was
organised by our “Social Secretary”, David
Butler, at a Morecambe hotel. Everyone wined
and dined well and danced until an early hour.
We were pleased to see several London faces
amongst us on this occasion and their presence
no doubt helped to make the evening more
enjoyable.
A soirée was held in April. It provided an
excuse to celebrate the issue of invitations to
tender for the Kilhington to Tebay Section, the
date of which had been the source of so much
speculation for so long. It coincided with a visit
from London of Messrs. Lindsay, Sutton,
Forrest and Edwards and was well attended by
the Kendal contingent. Younger’s bitter con
tributed towards a most successful and merry
evening.

Readers will no doubt recall that two years ago
our Choir won the Keswick Challenge Bowl
outright at the Mary Wakefield Music Festival
which is held biannually in Kendal. In spite of
the fact that many members of the previous choir
have fled to remote parts, phoenix-like a new
choir has emerged to defend our honour. At this
year’s Festival the opponents once again were the
dreaded Netherfield Shoe Works Choir who
outnumbered us three to one. Although losing
the contest our lads rose to the occasion nobly
and a mere three marks separated us from the
winners.
Mention must also be made of Val Mayoh and
Peter Knowles, who are members of the Kendal
South Choir (successful in winning two Festival
events), Russ Collins, who plays the French Horn
in the Westmorland Orchestra, and Dick Phelps
(clarinet), Bob Parkins (trumpet), Hans Erwig
(clarinet), Chris Fitt (guitar)—all of whom are
active music makers in the county.
Mint Source Club
The eating places in Westmorland have

Easter Trip to Arran
The mountaineering fraternity are continuing
their activities and at Easter a group of enthusiasts
organised a trip to the Isle of Arran.
In spite of the northerly latiwde and the weather
forecast, it was decided that “life under canvas”
was the order of the day. Des Boon (who was
home from Brunei) joined the party and
although he had said “I can never get cool in
Brunei”, resisted the girls’ advice that camping
was more fun and installed himself in a hotel.
After gales and rain, fly sheets blowing away
and Sheila Webb’s tent collapsing in a heap, the
campers too ended up hotel bound. But notwith
standing these misfortunes two good days
climbing and walking were achieved amidst
magnificent scenery.
It is rumoured that Tony Williams has
approached the publishers of “The Guinness
Book of Records” to find out whether eight wet
climbers and packs in a Hillman Minx qualifies
for an honourable mention.
London—come climbing some time!

continued to provide ample scope for the club.

Personal Column:
Matches
David Sargeaunt and Judith Pillar on February
4th.
Cohn Ashton and Judy Riley on April 1st.
Hatches
A daughter to Mr. & Mrs. Alan Waterworth
on February 9th.

The Collins’ and the Hopkins’ acted as hosts
and hostesses at Hodge Hill and Rothay Manor,
respectively, during the season just ended.
Cricket
It is intended to field a team to play local clubs
again this season and it is hoped that the net
practices at present being held will hold us in good
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A son to Mr. & Mrs. Ian Clarke on January
2nd.
Kittens to Ginger Tom & Spouse at Shaw End.
Congratulations to Chris Fitt on achieving
second place in the “Daily Mirror” Yorkshire
Three Peaks race only 32 sees. behind the winner.
He beats the locals at their own game!
The following are also due for congratulations
on professional achievements
Barry Paget—elected Member of the Institution
of Civil Engineers.
Alan Waterworth—admitted as a Graduate of
the Institution of Civil Engineers.
Ian Clarke—-passed Part 2 Examination of the
Institution of Civil Engineers.
Victor Choa and Donald Grant—elected As
sociate Members of the institution of High
way Engineers.
Peter Knowles—elected Member of Branch
Committee of Northern Branch of Institut
ion of Highway Engineers.
JOHN 2, iv.

B run ei
In Brunei the Site Investigation Contract for
the new Airport is now under way, supervised by
Alec Johnson and Frank Nelson. Alec Johnson
came to us from Antigua Airport and Frank
Nelson from Hong Kong.
Des Boon arrived back refreshed from United
Kingdom leave in time to award the contract
for the Site Investigation of the Roads in Tern
burong. The construction contract will be out
before the end of 1967 and his staff has increased
rapidly.
David Flint arrived from Kendal,
Yong Kong Weng and Jimmy Lee from Hong
Kong and Shieh mei-yuan newly joined the firm
from Taiwan.
We also have an attractive
secretary, Cecilia Yap Poh Tin.
Mr. Grace visited us in February and noted
how erosion had caused miniature grand canyons
in the local sandy soil. We now have a third job
—experimenting on the control of soil erosion on
side slopes.
Two further areas of road network on which
we shall start location work shortly, will bring
the grand total to some 130 miles.
Our jobs are only some of the big projects being
planned in this prosperous little country, news of
which is bringing an influx of Consulting Engin
eers, Architects and Quantity Surveyors. For
tunately some new houses will soon be ready
before the only hotel bursts at the seams.
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Despite forebodings by newcomers because
books describe Brunei’s rainfall as “copious”, it
is nearly always hot and dry. Most rain conies in
short thunderstorms and is soon over.
Temburong is separated from Brunei proper
by a 1 hour journey by speedboat through a
network of rivers and creeks. (Except when we
can hitch a lift by army helicopter which has
proved very useful for the initial location and for
finding where the jungle clearing crews have got
to!)
Our job in Temburong is to construct a good
road along the foothills, which we hope may one
day form part of a through route along the
northern coast of Borneo. From this we are
running feeder roads up river valleys into the
hills. The Ibans live here in their longhouses,
they are very friendly people and give us a good
welcome.
Bicycles came in useful for location work in
the flatter areas, but most transport is by water
in sampans with outboard engines. Travelling
up river can be quite exciting. When the water

I
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is low it means slow careful weaving amongst
janimed tree trunks or over gravel banks, some
times getting out and pushing. But the river can
rise up to tenty feet and let us sail along the
centre line. Crossing Iban tree trunk “bridges’
can be exciting too and Engineers have been
known to prefer to wade!
The above photograph shows Des Boon, Paul
Ng Chung-lai and Shieh mei-yuan on initial route
location.
DES BOON

Hong Kong
It is very gratifying to record that, on the day
this was drafted, pumping out of the Plover Cove
reservoir to 31 ft. below mean sea level was
completed by the French contractor, thus
creating what is undoubtedly Ic plus grand
pissoir dii ,nonde. The necessity for any further
pumping will depend on the rainfall in the subse
quent weeks. The dam was closed at Christmas
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and unkind words about the Contractor’s 3 years
of planning were said by those who had to be
there on Boxing Day to supervise this critical
operation. It took place largely as the model
tests had predicted, although no allowance was
made for the attempts by some of the resident
staff to join the flowing waters in the process.
The top level is now about 8 ft. above mean sea
level and admission of water to the reservoir
from the tunnel system began as pumping-out
finished. This is all very encouraging because
water restrictions have recently been re-introduced
by cutting off the night supply.
Elsewhere on the Plover Cove scheme, the
Swedish tunnel contractor has received his
certificate of substantial completion although
minor works will continue for a number of
months. One abutment of a concrete irrigation
dam at Lau Shui Heung has been redesigned in
the Joint Office with Binnie’s because of a lack
of rock at the toe. Another contract for ancillary
roads and drainage at Tai Po has been awarded.
The mass exodus as the Plover Cove Scheme
nears completion has started with recent depar
tures by Messrs. Cutting (Binnie’s), Dodd (to
Kendal), Holt and Osborn with families as
appropriate. Michael Guilford has taken Lance
Dodd’s place on the Site.
Tenders for the Cross-harbour Tunnel are
still being assessed in conditions of great secrecy
following the unprecedented presence together
in Hong Kong of three Partners, Messrs.
Hawkey, Grace and Williams, at the time of
tender. A dinner for all members of the firm
was held in their honour and Mr. Hawkey
replied for the guests at the annual dinner of the
H.K. Engineering Society during his stay. One’s
morale is boosted by the cheerful faces seen since
tenders were received and Ken Phillips has gone
to London for discussions on the subject. A few
weeks after these Partners left Mr. Bowen spent
a few days here. At this rate we shall have had
them all before the year is out and that will
certainly deserve a commemorative plaque.
Design of the road connections for the Tunnel
is proceeding at a fast pace and the first tenders
are expected to be invited this summer for work
which is essential regardless of whether or not
the Tunnel goes ahead.
Other designs in hand in the Hong Kong
Office include the Brunei roads and bridges.
Des Boon is giving separate details of work in
progress in the Brunei office.
At Kwai Chung we have now produced the
best piece of road in Hong Kong but unfortunately
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at present one end of the dual carriageway is
disconnected from the road system and the other
finishes in Lai Chi Kok Bay across which the
bridge is being constructed, again under our
supervision and well up to programme in spite
of encountering some obstructions to piling.
Several site investigation contracts have recently
been completed, some for the Tunnel and some
for the proposed Airport extension for which
our Report is how in its final stages despite a
30 % increase in the projected weight of one of
the supersonic aircraft since our work started.
The Castle Peak Road project is going to depend
on whether the Governnient decides to reduce
its earlier projected population growth rate for
Castle Peak by a factor of about 10 as is now
rumoured.
We are giving unpublicised assistance to
Freeman Fox, Wilbur Smith & Associates in the
final stages of their Mass Transportation Study
for the Hong Kong Government by preparing
preliminary civil engineering designs and esti
mates for the rapid transit rail system which will
be proposed. Similar assistance is being given
in respect of their Road Development Study
covering the next 20 years.
We have had our political clouds again
recently. The Red Guards have of course been
active over the border and there is believed to
have been an incident at the border village of
Shataukok where the border is a fence along the
middle of the village street. It is said that a
group of Red Guards broke down the fence and
advanced, scattering leaflets, some distance into
the frontier area closed to the Hong Kong public
before being escorted back by the Army. This
report has never been confirmed. Books of
Mao’s thoughts are on sale everywhere and at a
recent schools’ athletic meeting the team from
a communist school, aided by study on the field
of Mao’s thoughts, came close to beating the
decadent western-school champions of the past
few years. The presence of openly communist
schools in Hong Kong always seems to surprise
new arrivals.
The Macao riots caused even more unease
until it was realised that the Chinese were
merely showing who really runs Macao, where
the communist elements are much more prom
inent than in Hong Kong. Another unconfirmed
report states that at one stage Portugal offered
Macao back to China, who refused, doubtless
on account of the gold traffic which must be to
her benefit. Some disruption was caused to the
lucrative tourist traffic to Macao and the following
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and unkind words about the Contractor’s 3 years
of planning were said by those who had to be
there on Boxing Day to supervise this critical
operation. It took place largely as the model
tests had predicted, although no allowance was
made for the attempts by some of the resident
staff to join the flowing waters in the process.
The top level is now about 8 ft. above mean sea
level and admission of water to the reservoir
from the tunnel system began as pumping-out
finished. This is all very encouraging because
water restrictions have recently been re-introduced
by cutting off the night supply.
Elsewhere on the Plover Cove scheme, the
Swedish tunnel contractor has received his
certificate of substantial completion although
minor works will continue for a number of
months. One abutment of a concrete irrigation
dam at Lau Shui Heung has been redesigned in
the Joint Office with Binnie’s because of a lack
of rock at the toe. Another contract for ancillary
roads and drainage at Tai Po has been awarded.
The mass exodus as the Plover Cove Scheme
nears completion has started with recent depar
tures by Messrs. Cutting (Binnie’s), Dodd (to
Kendal), Holt and Osborn with families as
appropriate. Michael Guilford has taken Lance
Dodd’s place on the Site.
Tenders for the Cross-harbour Tunnel are
still being assessed in conditions of great secrecy
following the unprecedented presence together
in Hong Kong of three Partners, Messrs.
Hawkey, Grace and Williams, at the time of
tender. A dinner for all members of the firm
was held in their honour and Mr. Hawkey
replied for the guests at the annual dinner of the
H.K. Engineering Society during his stay. One’s
morale is boosted by the cheerful faces seen since
tenders were received and Ken Phillips has gone
to London for discussions on the subject. A few
weeks after these Partners left Mr. Bowen spent
a few days here. At this rate we shall have had
them all before the year is out and that will
certainly deserve a commemorative plaque.
Design of the road connections for the Tunnel
is proceeding at a fast pace and the first tenders
are expected to be invited this summer for work
which is essential regardless of whether or not
the Tunnel goes ahead.
Other designs in hand in the Hong Kong
Office include the Brunei roads and bridges.
Des Boon is giving separate details of work in
progress in the Brunei office.
At Kwai Chung we have now produced the
best piece of road in Hong Kong but unfortunately
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at present one end of the dual carriageway is
disconnected from the road system and the other
finishes in Lai Chi Kok Bay across which the
bridge is being constructed, again under our
supervision and well up to programme in spite
of encountering some obstructions to piling.
Several site investigation contracts have recently
been completed, some for the Tunnel and some
for the proposed Airport extension for which
our Report is how in its final stages despite a
30 % increase in the projected weight of one of
the supersonic aircraft since our work started.
The Castle Peak Road project is going to depend
on whether the Governnient decides to reduce
its earlier projected population growth rate for
Castle Peak by a factor of about 10 as is now
rumoured.
We are giving unpublicised assistance to
Freeman Fox, Wilbur Smith & Associates in the
final stages of their Mass Transportation Study
for the Hong Kong Government by preparing
preliminary civil engineering designs and esti
mates for the rapid transit rail system which will
be proposed. Similar assistance is being given
in respect of their Road Development Study
covering the next 20 years.
We have had our political clouds again
recently. The Red Guards have of course been
active over the border and there is believed to
have been an incident at the border village of
Shataukok where the border is a fence along the
middle of the village street. It is said that a
group of Red Guards broke down the fence and
advanced, scattering leaflets, some distance into
the frontier area closed to the Hong Kong public
before being escorted back by the Army. This
report has never been confirmed. Books of
Mao’s thoughts are on sale everywhere and at a
recent schools’ athletic meeting the team from
a communist school, aided by study on the field
of Mao’s thoughts, came close to beating the
decadent western-school champions of the past
few years. The presence of openly communist
schools in Hong Kong always seems to surprise
new arrivals.
The Macao riots caused even more unease
until it was realised that the Chinese were
merely showing who really runs Macao, where
the communist elements are much more prom
inent than in Hong Kong. Another unconfirmed
report states that at one stage Portugal offered
Macao back to China, who refused, doubtless
on account of the gold traffic which must be to
her benefit. Some disruption was caused to the
lucrative tourist traffic to Macao and the following
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is quoted, verbatim except for the name, from a
Hong Kong newspaper report:—
“A young Hong Kong couple, Mr. and Mrs.
returned from Macao disappointed.
‘We were confined in our villa all the time during
our visit. And it was our honeymoon,’ Mr.
complained.”
This naturally brings us to domestic matters,
the major occurrence in this field being Andrew
Maslowicz’s unheralded marriage during his
recent short visit to England. Other marriage
congratulations to Liu Liu-wai, Yuen Wai-to,
Young Kou-liang and Chee man-chung. Except
for lu Po-sheng’s baby girl, Binnies seem to be
providing the family additions and we can only
report anticipations.
At present Harry Pooley is on home leave in
England whence Bill Lamb and family recently
returned. Bill recently waved the firm’s flag
when presenting John Holt’s paper on the Plover
Cove dams to a Soils Engineering Conference in
Bangkok. Darryl Murphy and his family have
had their Australian home leave. We were very
sorry to lose Jennifer Watt on her family’s
return to the U.K. and we welcome back Peta
Carnell in her place. Messrs. Nelson. Yorig and
Lee have gone to the Bruriei projects as work
there gathers momentum. We welcome Lee
Shiu-kwan to the office here and wish luck to
Ho Yiu-kwan in the London office.
Recently the expatriate staff were challenged
to a game of soccer by the Chinese staff and

Tees—side
instead of a newslet
ter, a photograph of
the S.W.K.P. staff in
the Tees-side office:
Maurice Watson
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Owen Turnbull
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Elizabeth Hasnip
Margaret Reynolds
Anne Hawley
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Yvonne Thomas
Barbara Oates
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entered the field very dubiously conscious of the
fact that only about three members had a
reasonable knowledge of the rules, let alone
technique. The expatriates shocked themselves
as much as anybody by winning 3-I. They started
with an unfair advantage by having Mike Steele,
who weighed at least twice as much as any
member of the Chinese team, in the forward
line.
Jim Blake and Mike Owen showed
exemplary knowledge of round-ball ballistics
whereas others who had played largely with oval
balls felt very out of shape. The expatriates
were ably assisted by referee Frank Nelson
who compensated until near the end for the
Chinese team changing every few minutes to
give as many people as possible a game. If a
second challenge is issued it will doubtless be in
the hot weather when just standing up is exhaust
ing and the expatriates will not then have a
chance.
The Pontifact Diners’ Club has had a further
meeting organised by Harry Pooley at the Astor
Hotel. This was an English meal timed to
coincide with the visit by the three Partners at
the end of February and, after some persuasion,
they all made a speech as well as Syd Drury.
Let it not be said who made the last speech but
the stories were becoming steadily more improper
and finally it was agreed to terminate the session
so that it would still be possible to look each
other in the face on the following morning.
PETER HEATH
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Antigua
The original Contract for the Rehabilitation
of Coolidge Airport is now virtually complete
with the exception of a new Fire Station Building
which is just commencing. Also, work has
commenced on a further extension to the apron
and another full size jet stand is being constructed
in concrete.
The last few months have seen considerable
changes in the staff in Antigua. Alec Johnson and
family and Mike Shalders and family left for
England before Christmas, Les Thomas and his
wife and Ted Wroe left the site earlier in the
year, and Jimmy Guiver and family returned to
England in April. At the present time, Ray
Taylor is enjoying a well earned holiday in the
U.K. With most of the staff leaving, the Resi
dent Engineer was very pleased to welcome Tony
Strongman who came out to Antigua as Assistant
Resident Engineer, after a short spell in the
London office. Tony arrived on a Saturday so
on the following day was able to join in our
usual leisure activities. He seemed impressed
with his day of snorkelliiig and sailing with
lunch on an uninhabited tropical island.
Since our last newsletter, we have enjoyed the
colourful spectacle of the Antiguan Carnival.
This lasts for several days and consists of a
Queen show, a Calypso competition, a Steel band
show, parades through the town and the inevitable
jump-ups’, in which the crowds, dancing and
singing, follow the steel band of their choice
through the streets of the town.
Recordings do not seeni to do justice to steel
band music and it should be heard iive. To
really appreciate this music there should be a
background of a full moon with waves breaking
on a white sandy beach, a soft breeze gently
rattling the palm leaves and in the immediate
foreground a large juicy barbecued steak and a
rum punch. It is amazing that localized areas
on the top of an oil drum can be tuned by
hammering and heating to produce different
notes. A treble drum has thirty-three notes from
low ‘C’ to ‘G’, the tenor notes are divided over
two drums (with 26 notes) from B’ flat to ‘A’
and bass drums have three or four notes. On
these drums or ‘pans’ skilled ‘pan men’ play
anything from calypso to the Hallelujah
chorus.
Antigua gained her independence on 27th
February and became a State in Association
with Great Britain. While this in fact has
made little difference to life in Antigua, the

Independence celebrations provided another
opportunity for processions, shows and ‘jumpups.
JIM PARK

B elft St
Was it an ill omen adopting the nom de plume
“The Leprechauns” for our last Newsletter as,
like the wee folk, the numbers of Belfast Office
staff are shrinking so rapidly that we may be
excused for thinking that we also are a mythical
race.
The New Year brought with it revisions of our
timetable and some curtailment of our programme
of work which has necessitated redeployment of
part of our staff.
The first to go was Kingsley Nutt on attach
ment with contractors in the London area to
gain site and other experience. Hubert Woo, after
initiating many of us in the practical side of
Chinese cooking, returned to London Office and
we hope that he will be able to rejoin the fold
when site works commence. Pat Crummey has
mDved to London Office to obtain more varied
experience and we are wondering whether in
return he may attempt to introduce Gaelic Games
to London Office.
Gordon Allen, after returning with a handsome
suntan from a three week Easter Holiday in New
York and the West Indies, is currently assembling
his kit prior to departure to Jordan for work on
the Safi Aqaba RoacL Meanwhile, David Lyon,
applying for the Chiltern Hundreds, is busily
house hunting in Buckinghamshirc preparatory
to a move to London Office.
With all this movement afoot the fair sex was
not to be outdone and long before Kendal Office
had made enquiries about the availability of our
tracers, Rosemary Lindsay and Gillian Pendry
had asked not to be overlooked should oppor
tunities for temporary transfer arise. These
girls are now working in the Kendal Office but
we are looking forward to their return at the
end of June.
Redeployment is now almost complete, but
clearly the Hong Kong Partnership consider
that soils conditions and the rainfall of Northern
Ireland provides a suitable grounding for work
in Brunei. To date they have been unsuccessful
in encouraging either of our soils engineers to
abandon this green island for the Far East.
Three members of our staff have left the firm;
Brendaii McKenna, one of the original members
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JIM PARK

B elft St
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of Belfast Office, has changed sides and joined
the Ministry of Development, Jim Coleman has
nioved to the Washington Development Corpora
tion and Raymond Cunimings, forsaking roads
for water, has joined the Belfast Water Com
missioners.
We offer our congratulations to Emily Mont
gomery on her recent marriage and to Joe and
Patricia Corr on the birth of their son James.
We understand that we will be reporting more
new arrivals in our next Newsletter, but are
uncertain whether Joe is in the running for a hat
trick by appearing in three successive issues of
PONTIFACT.

As previously reported Jim Coleman was in
quest of a very high alcohol-content home brew.
The high alcohol-content was achieved, but the
resulting brew was apparently quite unpalatable
and to save the situation this canny Scot was
reduced to using his brew as anti-freeze. No
doubt had Kingsley Nutt not been long estab
lished as our supplier of engine oils aud anti
freeze at the most competitive prices, we should
have had Jim offering anti-freeze at really knock
down rates.
Our more serious home brewers, George
Eakin and Ken Wigmore, report steadily in
creasing output and consumption, the latter
recording an output of over 130 gallons for 1966.
With decreasing numbers our sporting activities
are unlikely to be on the scale of previous years
and it unfortunately appears that we will be
unable to field a regular cricket team during this
summer. Squash was played throughout the
winter months and we recently had our first golf
match for this year. This was against Antrim
County Council which we won by beating them
by two matches to one, with one halved.
We must not overlook the efforts of our girls,
who in addition to their normal duties, and no
doubt spurred on by tales of the bright new
offices in Winsley Street undertook the redecora
tion of the General Office. For one entire day—
or was it two?—there were comings and goings
with buckets of hot water, Flash and various
emulsion paints and then the General Office
re-emerged with its new contemporary look, a
credit to all concerned.
April saw the beginning of our first site works;
a small scheme for realignment of a short length
of Trunk Road. Small but nonetheless very
welcome and we trust this will be the forerunner
of bigger things to come. Our present pro
gramme allows for our first motorway contract
to commence in January, 1968 to be followed a
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year later by a second contract. These two
sections of motorway will together form a bypass
—about ten miles long—to the two small
country towns of Antrim and Randalstown.
Unfortunately it appears that the remaining
sections of the Belfast Castledawson Motorway
may be delayed many years.
We will close by tempting fate, as after all the
wee folk are a very hardy people.
THE LEPRECHAUNS’

London
We find on looking back to this column in
the Christmas number that the then impending
move to Oxford Street was well, if not cheerfully,
in hand. There was some guarded speculation
about the superiority of the new, fully carpeted,
centrally heated accommodation and some not
so guarded speculation on the joys of travelling
to the bargain basement of London every day
and there being extruded from the Underground
onto the street in a hot heave of humanity. All
that seems long ago now although if you look
about you you will still find on odd items of
furniture little gaily coloured tags of paper pro
claiming that a sly diagonal chessman is still on
the move.
Regarding the move, we would like to offer
our sincere congratulations to Bob Moodie and
his merry (?) men, not forgetting the Chessman
himself, on the painless way the whole operation
was effected. Quite an achievement crowned
with a breathtaking display of patience.
Regarding the new offices—well yes, they are
an improvement and we like them and even if
we do miss Z-Cars across the street the local
moving scenery is mini-ly more interesting.
Regarding the carpets—well there was a
moment when we wondered whether that in the
sixth floor reception area would stand the strain
of the launching festivities that the Partners so
kindly provided. Two entertainers known as the
Western Brothers remembered (by some of us)
from before the war had a song which contained
some lines about the pigeons in Trafalgar Square
making whoopee on Nelson’s hat—it would
never be the same again. Relevant?
Regarding Oxford Circus Underground—well
*

*

*

Move or no move we are very glad to notice that
life must and does go on. May we therefore
extend our very best wishes to John Webb on
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*

*
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his engagement to Nancy Price; to Guy Forster
on his to Carol Hobill and Peter Webb on his to
Pat Allen.
*

*

*

We are glad to be able to affirm that the old
saying about the course of true love not running
smooth is just another example of killjoy propa
ganda that has little foundation because at
Christmas we recorded the engagement of
Sheila Hardinges to Michael Day and now we can
happily add to the record that they have carried
the matter a stage further. Sheila tells us that
the weather was great on the Isle of Wight—
fancy noticing that.
They are, of course, not alone. Others have
chosen to make this convenient and happy
arrangement as well. Anthony Gamble and
Christine Willars, Pauline Elstub who left us to
become Mrs. Emerson and Frank Ekman and
Elizabeth Brett. The last two worked together
in the computer section. There’s a consideration.
It leaves one with the interesting thought that
there might be something in this computer
dating which was being promoted with such
vigour in the Circus below us earlier in the year.
We regret that we are not able to supply a photo
graph as they allege that they did not have one
taken.
Congratulations also to Mr. and Mrs. Lodge
and Mr. and Mrs. Ruddle who have managed
to make their weddings silver ones.
A special apology, good wishes and congratula
tions all rolled into one must be offered to Richard
and Susan Hawkins. Due to an oversight this
journal failed to record their marriage early last
year—in spite of the fact that one of the Editors
was at it (!)—and now has to announce that with
the arrival of young Stephen there are three of
them. You do see the difficulty.
*

*

*

Treating on the subject of those additions we
are happy to say that the pitter patter of tiny
feet is no doubt by now all too familiar also to
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Ings who have had a
daughter and to Ted and Janet Lyons and John
and Anne Sims who have had sons.
*

*

*

*

Our congratulations also to Steve Oliver,
Gerry Good, Tony Finigan and Michael Morgan
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on duly being elected A.M.I.C.E. and to Vodek
Prylinski on being made a full member of the
Institution of Structural Engineers. Our con
gratulations also to Joe Cassell on being made
an Associate Member of the British Institute of
Management.
*

*

*

Incidentally Vodek informs us that two pigeon
chicks were hatched out during mid-April on
the balcony outside his office and that both
parents and fledgelings are progressing satis
Another feathered homestead has
factorily.
been set up on the balcony outside the section
drawing office with a similar prospect in view.
Not pre-cast, we hope.
*

*

*

“Zach” Matthews doesnt seem to stay out of
the news for long. This time it is not another
mountain that he has conquered but an examina
tion. He has obtained the Diploma of the
Faculty of Astrological Studies and may, in fact,
write the relevant letters after his crystal ball or
Zodiac—a distinction, difficult to obtain that is
shared by very few. And, incidentally the holders
are not to be confused with those glib sooth
sayers of the popular press. Not to be outdone
Wally Grainger has now become a member of
the Amateur Winemakers National Guild of
Judges of whom, we understand, there are less
than eighty in the country.
A recent visitor to our offices from Germany
commented that the Mayor of Hamburg, on a
visit to London had particularly commended the
clear signs showing you where to go in the
Underground. He wished to add that the signs
that have gone up in all the corridors of the
London Office were of just as high a standard.
We find ourselves in complete agreement with
these sentiments and without further ado will
proceed to follow the blue arrow that says,
“Way Out”.
THE LONDON LIGHTS

Enugu, Eastern Nigeria

*

No gold watches are being distributed but we
presume that felicitations would not be out of
place to Peter Rutter, Ted Fuller and Stan Starr
who have somehow managed to stay the pace for
a whole ten years.
*

7

STOP PRESS—
EXIT FROM ENUGU
On the 6th June, as a result of the secession
of the Eastern Region of Nigeria, the High
Commission advised that all British women and
children should leave the Region that day. The
following morning all the Enugu staff, seven
men, three women and two children, left in seven

Your Enugu correspondent discussing the Economics of Bamboo Reinforcement

cars and drove to Onitsha bridge, where they
hoped to cross into the Mid-West Region. The
bridge was officially closed and people attempting
to cross to the West were being turned back.
So it was decided to drive to Port Harcourt and
from there the women and children and Bill Page,
who was due to go on leave, were taken out
by air.
The remaining Enugu staff, Charles Seale,
Mike Earwaker, Roger Gordon, Malcolm
Murdoch, Niel Robinson and Gil Thomas, were
going to try to drive out with the equipment and
in five cars, loaded with personal effects and data
for the Eastern Region Road Study (which fortu
nately had reached the report stage) they set out
by road. Unable to cross into the Mid-West
Region they drove south-east to Victoria in the
Cameroons where they arrived on the 12th June.
Here the party rested and Charles Seale
managed to get in touch with the London Office
by telex to tell them of his plan to drive up
through the Cameroons into Northern Nigeria to
Maiduguri and then on to Kaduna. This is a
journey of well over 1,000 miles on roads that
are not good at the best of times but which in the

rainy season are virtually impassable—and the
rains were imminent.
It was now a race against time. They could
not delay their departure beyond the 17th June
or the roads would have deteriorated and they
would never get through; but nor could they
leave until they had obtained funds for their
journey. (They had only been allowed to bring
out £5 Nigerian per head and had it not been for
Charles Seale’s travellers cheques which he had
drawn for his leave their financial situation
would already have become desperate.) Owing
to the Cameroons being outside the Sterling area
the transfer of money from London to the
Cameroons proved to be no easy matter. I-lowever, the transfer was eventually made on the
afternoon of Friday, 16th June, and early in the
morning on the 17th Charles Seale and the convoy
of five cars set off on their long journey north
wards.
For an account of the journey we must await
the next issue of PONTIFACT but as we go to press
we do know from a cable just received that
Charles Seale and his party arrived safely in
Maiduguri on 21st June.
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F.I.D.I.C. Conference
Mr. Hawkey recently attended the Annual
F.I.D.I.C. Conference in Washington D.C.
F.I.D.I.C. stands for the Federation of Associa
tions of Consulting Engineers and the annual
conference is held in one of the Member countries
and this is the first time it has ever been held
outside Europe.
There are now nineteen
Member countries which means that there is an
Association of Consulting Engineers in those
countries which conforms to the ethics and rules
of conduct similar to those in this country.
The Conference in Washington was combined
with the annual Consulting Engineers Council of
America which is their equivalent of our Associa
tion and about 350 American Consultants and
about 70 Consultants froni outside America
were present together with their wives.
Washington is a beautiful city and is ideal as a

venue for such a Conference and all the partici
pants were made very welcome by the Americans
and were well looked after and entertained.
A number of interesting topics were discussed.
Typically, one day started with a champagne
breakfast at 7.30 a.m. and a pep talk by a
Marketing Consultant entitled, “Sell Yourself
Rich”.
Mr. Hawkey presented a joint paper with a
Swede, a Canadian and a Dutchman entitled
“International Consulting Activities”. The four
authors spoke on different aspects and were each
awarded a silver rose bowl for their efforts.
A great deal of sight-seeing was done and one
evening the entire gathering was transported to a
roadhouse outside Washington where everyone
had to dress up as Texans and were served with a
barbecue supper.

Mr. Robert Fitt of Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners and Mr. Hakey reaching the conclusion that there was
precious little meat on barbecued spare rib!

Parking Problems in
Maiduguri

Letter
Dear Sir,
Recent excavations ill Victoria Street has
revealed an inscribed slab of stone, which throws
some light on the antiquity of the crafts plied in
that area. For those of your readers with an
historical turn of mind I attach a translation.

Stonehenge, Wiltshire
The Southern British Religious Board invite
tenders for the construction of a temple at the
above site. Copies of the Schedule of Works
may be obtained from the Consultants, Stone,
Stone, Rock & Stone, at their head-cave on
Thorney Island.

Eligibility to Tender: Tenders will only be
accepted from Contractors with proven experience
in the erection of dolmens, niegaliths and crom
lechs.
Bond: The successful Tenderer will be required
to lodge as bond, I cu. yard of shells and three
comely maidens.
Disputes.’ In the event of a dispute, Consultant
and Contractor shall appoint Champions to
undergo Trial by Combat as laid down in the
Ancient British Code of Practice.

Stage I
I. The Contractor shall set up and maintain an
Observatory to determine the alignment of the
Midsummer Sun.

2. The Contractor shall be responsible for the
quarrying, transport and erection on site of
all stones necessary for the completion of the
temple as detailed in the Schedule of Works.
3. All materials used and work carried out shall
be to the requirements of the appropriate
Ancient British Standard.
4. The Contractor shall be responsible for
maintaining the freedom of the site from wild
animals and marauding bands. Where the
Consultants’ staff are rescued claims may be
made on a Day-Works basis.
5. On Completion of the Contract, the Contrac
tor shall remove all temporary structures such
as earthen-ramps, mud-huts and woad-stones.
6. In the event of work not being completed by
the agreed Completion Date, the Contractor
will provide the victim for the Inaugural
Sacrifice. Should the work be completed
before that date the victim will be drawn from
the Consultants’ staff.
7. Variations will be permitted in the Schedule of
Works, only at the Resident Overseer’s
discretion.
Tenders should reach the Consultants’ Cave
not later than sunset on the day of the Vernal
Equinox. They should be on the appropriate
slab, obtainable from the Royal Stationery
Quarry.
Corrections: Appendix I, Para. 4, line 28.

For “picks” read “Picts”.
TRAD/ANON.

PONTIFACTNo. 17

40

4!

SUMMER, 1967

F.I.D.I.C. Conference
Mr. Hawkey recently attended the Annual
F.I.D.I.C. Conference in Washington D.C.
F.I.D.I.C. stands for the Federation of Associa
tions of Consulting Engineers and the annual
conference is held in one of the Member countries
and this is the first time it has ever been held
outside Europe.
There are now nineteen
Member countries which means that there is an
Association of Consulting Engineers in those
countries which conforms to the ethics and rules
of conduct similar to those in this country.
The Conference in Washington was combined
with the annual Consulting Engineers Council of
America which is their equivalent of our Associa
tion and about 350 American Consultants and
about 70 Consultants froni outside America
were present together with their wives.
Washington is a beautiful city and is ideal as a

venue for such a Conference and all the partici
pants were made very welcome by the Americans
and were well looked after and entertained.
A number of interesting topics were discussed.
Typically, one day started with a champagne
breakfast at 7.30 a.m. and a pep talk by a
Marketing Consultant entitled, “Sell Yourself
Rich”.
Mr. Hawkey presented a joint paper with a
Swede, a Canadian and a Dutchman entitled
“International Consulting Activities”. The four
authors spoke on different aspects and were each
awarded a silver rose bowl for their efforts.
A great deal of sight-seeing was done and one
evening the entire gathering was transported to a
roadhouse outside Washington where everyone
had to dress up as Texans and were served with a
barbecue supper.

Mr. Robert Fitt of Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners and Mr. Hakey reaching the conclusion that there was
precious little meat on barbecued spare rib!

Parking Problems in
Maiduguri

Letter
Dear Sir,
Recent excavations ill Victoria Street has
revealed an inscribed slab of stone, which throws
some light on the antiquity of the crafts plied in
that area. For those of your readers with an
historical turn of mind I attach a translation.

Stonehenge, Wiltshire
The Southern British Religious Board invite
tenders for the construction of a temple at the
above site. Copies of the Schedule of Works
may be obtained from the Consultants, Stone,
Stone, Rock & Stone, at their head-cave on
Thorney Island.

Eligibility to Tender: Tenders will only be
accepted from Contractors with proven experience
in the erection of dolmens, niegaliths and crom
lechs.
Bond: The successful Tenderer will be required
to lodge as bond, I cu. yard of shells and three
comely maidens.
Disputes.’ In the event of a dispute, Consultant
and Contractor shall appoint Champions to
undergo Trial by Combat as laid down in the
Ancient British Code of Practice.

Stage I
I. The Contractor shall set up and maintain an
Observatory to determine the alignment of the
Midsummer Sun.

2. The Contractor shall be responsible for the
quarrying, transport and erection on site of
all stones necessary for the completion of the
temple as detailed in the Schedule of Works.
3. All materials used and work carried out shall
be to the requirements of the appropriate
Ancient British Standard.
4. The Contractor shall be responsible for
maintaining the freedom of the site from wild
animals and marauding bands. Where the
Consultants’ staff are rescued claims may be
made on a Day-Works basis.
5. On Completion of the Contract, the Contrac
tor shall remove all temporary structures such
as earthen-ramps, mud-huts and woad-stones.
6. In the event of work not being completed by
the agreed Completion Date, the Contractor
will provide the victim for the Inaugural
Sacrifice. Should the work be completed
before that date the victim will be drawn from
the Consultants’ staff.
7. Variations will be permitted in the Schedule of
Works, only at the Resident Overseer’s
discretion.
Tenders should reach the Consultants’ Cave
not later than sunset on the day of the Vernal
Equinox. They should be on the appropriate
slab, obtainable from the Royal Stationery
Quarry.
Corrections: Appendix I, Para. 4, line 28.

For “picks” read “Picts”.
TRAD/ANON.
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PONTI FACT No. 17

Editorial
And then there were four. “The hus
band is always the last to know” is perhaps not
strictly an appropriate phrase but we—we four,
that is—certainly did not know what Bill Wyley
or more particularly as it concerned us, Mary
Willett, were planning. We are, of course,
absolutely delighted and wish them every
possible happiness in their future life together.
We shall miss Mary very much at the Editorial
table, quite as much for herself as for the valuable
work that she has put in for so many issues of this
magazine, it is difficult to think of PONTIFACT
without her. We shall therefore stifle any
personal jealousy or unworthy mutterings such
as, “You might at least have waited until the
number had gone to press”! Anyway Mary,
don’t forget that when you touch the earth again
in British Honduras the London Editors will be
expecting a bumper newsletter!
The London Editors also suffered other casual
ties along the line with “Wilf” off first with the
mumps and now to sit examinations and Chris
Knollys also aspiring to higher learning. “We
few; we happy few; we band of brothers”
began to feel decidedly unhappy and persecuted.
Anyway, to coin a phrase, we pressed on regard
less.

Perhaps we owe a word of explanation to those
intrigued by the cryptic. The signature at the end
of the Westmorland Newsletter means the gospel
according to the two Johns (Smith and Warburton) of Section IV. We are also forced to
admit that we have got nothing to offer in
the way of news from Tanzania or Kaduna.
Perhaps there were no runners with cleft sticks in
the first two but we sincerely hope that the photo
graph of Niel Robinson does not portend some
thing more drastic from the latter.
Finally the London Editors would like to pass
with acclamation a thundering great vote of
thanks to all contributors whether space was
found for their work or not and especially to the
Sub-editors here, there and everywhere without
whose herculean efforts there would be no
magazine at all.
And a very warm, dry, English summer to
you all.
London Editors
Roland Pilcher
Andrew Sangster
Christopher Knollys
Malcolm Wilford
Mary Willett
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