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Partners’ Panorama
Js 1968 approaches its end, the Partners
look back at the past year with mixed
feelings because, whilst it has contained
a number of pleasing and encouraging events,
other matters beyond our control have given
cause for concern.
Structural enquiries, after the inevitable hesita
tion following the National “squeeze”, picked up
somewhat in the second half and we have been
appointed for some large and potentially satisfy
ing projects such as the Phase 3 Engineering
Development at Heathrow Airport for our old
friends, B.E.A., and for quite a lot of smaller—
but in their own way equally interesting—jobs.
Older projects, such as Whitgift, Commercial
Union, Dungeness B’ and the main stage of
St. John’s Precinct, Liverpool, containing features
of advanced structural technology, have been
finished or brought successfully into their final
stages, whilst New Fulham Hospital (currently
our largest building scheme under construction)
has continued to progress ahead of programme.
On the Civil side, there has been constant activity
and, though we obviously look back with sorrow
at the upsets abroad, especially the wars in
Nigeria and Jordan, a not inconsiderable number
of bright spots provide compensation. It is
probably fair to say that, of these, the three most
outstanding in the U.K. have been the start on
site of the Shap and Northern Ireland Motorways
and the completion of Glasgow Townhead,
Stage I.
Enquiries for services abroad have increased
and, as it is our policy actively to follow them up,
they have on the whole demanded more time and
effort of the Partners and Associates than ever
before.
In the transportation and road planning field,
work has continued in the Glasgow and Tees-side
areas; and the Report on Oxford Central Area
Study, which Study, though much smaller in size,
is undoubtedly one of the most difficult and
important that we have undertaken as yet, has
just gone to the Printers after strenuous efforts
by my team. Another challenging and particularly
Reflections by David King

pleasing event was our appointment in September
as Consultants on the Whitehall Transportation
Study.
Altogether, from the engineering point of view,
we have sound cause for continued confidence in
the future, but certain National developments
and trends, on the other hand, have promoted
worry.
It may not be generally realised how great are,
and will be, the burdens imposed by S.E.T. and
the new postal charges on businesses such as
ours on top of the increases in N.H.E., etc.
Consultants are classed as—or perhaps it would
be true to say, were listed arbitrarily under the
heading of—Services, and therefore have to pay
full SET. on every member of the U.K. staff,
even when they are engaged on work abroad.
Under the new rate, this is equivalent over 12
months to 1 11 d. per hour, a figure which, if
proposed as an immediate increase in wages of
any trade, would hardly be greeted with equani
mity by the nation. The impact of the new postal
charges on costs of all organisations who must
deal with considerable numbers of packages, etc.
likewise will be more drastic than is commonly
realised as yet. (I write this with feeling because,
as Hon. Treasurer of the Royal National Rose
Society, I have to find nearly £5,000 more in the
current year to cover the extra postage and the
careful husbandry of five years has, with this
item, been discounted!) Furthermore, I find the
choice of 4d. and 5d. as letter rates at a time
when metrication is, or should be, very much in
everybodys mind, difficult to understand, unless
it presages a further increase within the next two
years. (If you do not see the point, try changing
4d. and 5d. into new pennies). Certainly, for us
and for many other Consultants, sharply rising
costs and slow payment of accounts will be the
most unhappy business memories of 1968 and will
demand further urgent and unremitting attention
in 1969, especially on export work whilst our
competitors are not so burdened and, indeed, are
often subsidised.
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On a happier note, it must be many years since
S.W.K.P. personnel, in one session, received so
many awards for Papers to the Institutions of
Structural and Civil Engineers. To write and
present Papers involves much effort and incon
venience, but brings great personal satisfaction in
any event; I am sure such public recognition of
these efforts will have set the seal on this for all
the Authors and pleased them as much as it has
the Partners. We are equally delighted with the
success of the Papers given by several others,
such as Jim Taylor, to specialist conferences;
whilst there are no special awards for such Papers,
they constitute equally valuable contributions to
the advancement of engineering knowledge and
are warmly appreciated by fellow specialists. I
hope that other members of the firm, especially
younger ones, will be encouraged by the splendid
1968 record, to make similar contributions in the
forthcoming years or to participate actively in
other ways in Institutional affairs and so help in
the advancement of our profession. From personal
experience I can confirm that the efforts and
sacrifices involved in such voluntary service are
more than balanced by compensations that one
does not foresee, especially the many personal
and lasting friendships thus made.
Another responsibility which the Partners have
always considered a duty to perform whenever
possible and which (though fortunately not
voluntary in the sense of being unpaid) also offers
opportunities for service to the profession, and
sometimes to the public, is in the field of investi
gations and inquiries into engineering failures.
Such work also offers the practical advantage of
learning from the mistakes of others, but deniands
considerable effort and responsibility. I nvestiga
tions of this nature fall very broadly into two
groups, viz, private, i.e. advice to Clients—who
may be Employers in the Contract or Insurance
Companies or Contractors—with or without
recourse to arbitration; and investigations
connected with Public Inquiries, which may
involve standing as an expert witness. The Aberfan
and Ronan Point Flats Inquiries have received
much publicity and G.M.J.W. and I, respectively,
have been closely involved in them. Apart from
the engineering aspects, we have gained much
general practical knowledge from this work and,
as a number of staff members may be called upon
later in their career to act in a similar capacity,
I propose to complete this Panorama with some
notes on our experiences, with particular reference
to the Ronan Point Investigation.

PONTIFACT No. 20

The explosion in and the collapse of the flats
forming part of the block at Ronan Point occurred
early on Thursday morning, 16th May. I was
invited by the Gas Council late on the following
Monday to act as its structural adviser and, after
rapid consideration of the work situation,
accepted the following morning, believing, as
did the Gas Council, that my duties would be
confined to advising them and their Counsel in
private on the structual aspects of the case.
Therein lies lesson No.1 !—always envisage from
the outset that one may be called as an expert
witness and be prepared for all the extra onerous
work involved thereby. I could not go to Newham
on the Tuesday afternoon but, as usual, another
Partner came to my rescue and Geoffrey Williams
went in my place, with Ken Innes, who acted as
my chief assistant throughout. Their immediate
findings were such that G.M.J.W., E.O.M. and I
dropped everything else and spent most of the
following day in urgent consultation together,
the result of which was, in the event, substantiated.
Further inspections by Ken and I confirmed our
preliminary opinion that the most serious aspects
of the case were structural rather than explosive;
and we sought full information on, and detailed
drawings of, the structure, with very limited
success throughout May and most of June.
Meantime, the Tribunal had been set up and
began the Public Inquiry and we had had
numerous consultations with F. H. Layfield, Q.C.,
who acted as Counsel for our Clients, and with
their other expert witnesses, including our
old friend L. G. Hadley of Donald Smith,
Seymour and Rooley, who gave us splendid
co-operation and assistance throughout. The
many other parties concerned were doing much
the same and it was not easy to appreciate that, in
this stage of a case such as this, prompt circulation
of information which appears to oneself as
obviously an essential prerequisite, is liable to be
overlooked in the rush. Thus, on any future
Inquiry, I would make much less polite rep
resentations to obtain all necessary data well in
advance. In the event (through no fault of ours)
we finally collected the reinforcement details by
hand from Phillips Consultants Ltd. on Thursday
afternoon, 11th July, 1968, by which time the
Tribunal was calling for my final written Report.
[t had been decided earlier in June that I should
give oral evidence and K.W.I. and I had found
that nothing less than virtually complete im
mersion in the Study was essential. In fact, one
cannot escape it, because one’s mind tends to
become completely latched on to the matter,
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day in and day out; indeed, in my experience, it is
through this complete concentration and con
scious and unconscious sifting of all the many
factors, that the most vital points emerge and
one’s final opinions gel. (However, it can be
somewhat disconcerting in some ways as, apart
from the many exchanges of thoughts with Ken
Innes, which extended late into evening in the
office, I was rather shaken to find myself driving
into the garage one morning with no recollection
whatsoever of the last 10 miles of my journey!)
In the absence of vital data that we needed to
make conclusive calculations and assessments,
Ken re-arranged his holidays and I advanced my
house removals for mid-July, anticipating that I
would be given two weeks after the data was
supplied to complete my Report. In the event,
this was an optimistic hope. The arrival of the
reinforcement details on Tuesday, 16th July
coincided with pleas by the Contractors in Court
for advancement of the structural evidence and a
polite but firm demand from the Court on the
following morning for my Report forthwith.
Admittedly somewhat incensed, but now stub
bornly determined not to be shut out for any
reason, [started writing it at noon on the Friday
and, with three breaks of 4 hours (two for sleep
and one for completing our house sale!) finished
it by Tuesday morning. In the next two days,
whilst I was battling with our home removals,
Hazel Alderson and Marjorie O’Brien (interpre
ting my scrawl with incredible accuracy), Ken
and all the other helpers reproduced the Report
and got it to Mr. Layfield, forty-eight hours
ahead of the dead-line.
This was the beginning of the most strenuous
three weeks on firm’s work I can remember since
the early 1950’s. By now, structural evidence was
in full swing, making it necessary for Ken and me
together and in turn, to bob up and down to and
from Newham like the proverbial cork; and the
transcript of each day’s evidence, in volume each
equal to a full length novel, though sterner read
ing, had to be studied at night ready for the next
day. I coped somehow with the second stage of
our removals and Peter Rutter came in to help
whilst Ken had a few days rest and re-arranged
the remainder of his holidays. I was called to give
evidence on the morning of Wednesday, 24th July
and finished at 4 p.m. on Friday. Throughout this
period, including weekends, I averaged at least
16 hours work per day and Ken must have done
much the same.
This was an Inquiry of particular public im
portance and the conditions no doubt were
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exceptional, but there were similar intense periods
of activity for Geoffrey Williams on Aberfan and
I have described the events, not to highlight our
personal efforts, but to illustrate the magnitude
of the task one should be prepared for on
investigations of this nature.
One of my most pleasant memories of Ronan
Point will be the experience of working with
Frank Layfield, Q.C. and of seeing the minds of
distinguished Q.C.s at work. I learnt much from
this Inquiry, especially from Mr. Layfield’s
splendid guidadbe on general matters such as
presentation of Reports, giving evidence and
answering to cross questioning; and this is
reflected in the personal views I describe here
inafter.
The sumniary is related primarily to investiga
tions involving public inquiries or legal proceed
ings in court, but many of the points may
usefully be applied in private investigations.
General
(I) Always remember that, in such investigations,
the primary duty is to seek the true facts and to
form unbiased opinions thereon without pre
judice, whether or not those opinions are favour
able to one’s own Clients. (An unfavourable
opinion may be as valuable to them in the long
run, even if they do not view it that way at first.)
(2) Be prepared to defend and justify the opinions
under severe cross examination; consequently,
spare no effort to establish as many as possible of
the relevant facts beyond doubt before giving
final opinions and do not hesitate to review and,
if necessary, change interim conclusions if new
evidence comes to hand. If the data available is
not adequate or complete, qualify your opinion
accordingly.
(3) Take care not to become so absorbed in the
more advanced technical points as to overlook
basic principles and practical considerations,
however simple. Never assume that because some
things appear so obvious to you, other people
must have taken them into account. (Both the
Aberfan and Ronan Point Inquiries provided
examples of how tragically easy it is in one’s
daily work to overlook the “obvious”).
(4) Confine your opinions in the Report and in
the witness box to your own particular field,
unless specifically requested to give one on
something outside it. There will be other special
ists engaged who are better qualified than you
are to speak in public on their subjects.
Writing the Report
(5) It is invariably helpful FIRST carefully to
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envisage and draft an index of contents, i.e.
before starting to write the script. This aids
clarification and marshalling of one’s own
thoughts and the greater the rush, the more
valuable it becomes.
(6) Bear in mind that the Report will be read by
“laymen” as well as technical experts and,
therefore, use simple and concise language. For
similar reasons, use sketches whenever possible
to illustrate facts and points; they are welcomed
by Counsel and need not be polished true-to
scale drawings—clear and simple illustrations on
standard size pages (easy to refer to quickly) are
recommended.
Number and annotate the sketches carefully,
so as to ensure exact and correct reference.
(7) Reports, especially in Public Inquiries, are
subject to much handling and use; therefore a
good cover and flexible edge binding are valuable
aids (especially when one is to act as a witness).
Our present standard glossy white cover with
spiral binding proved markedly helpful compared
with others, especially those stapled in one corner,
which I found a real bugbear in the witness box.
(8) Prepare two special copies of the Report, one
for your Counsel and one for your own personal
use, with coloured interleaves bound in between
every page of typescript, on which relevant notes
and reminders can be written opposite any
particular paragraph. As the Inquiry proceeded,
I found this little “dodge” extraordinarily
helpful, especially when the time came to give
evidence, and had good cause to be grateful to
Mr. Layfield for suggesting it.
(9) From the start, keep a record of all the requests
for and brief details of data, with the dates when
requested and when received and from whom;
and incorporate the list as an Appendix to the
Report.
(10) Whenever time permits, include in the Report
a concise summary of the main conclusions and
(if appropriate) recommendations. If time pre
cludes this, still do such a Summary as soon as
you can so that it can be submitted in your oral
evidence.

Giving Evidence
(11) Speak up clearly and direct your answers
always to the Bench. (This is much more difficult
than it sounds because one’s natural inclination
is to look at the questioner, who may be in front,
to the side or even behind you).
(12) Throughout cross-questioning, consider each
question on its own and when you are satisfied,
but not before, answer it. Do not worry about
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where it may be leading—if you give each one
due consideration and answer it accordingly, the
end result will be a consistent presentation of
your truthful opinions. Take due time in consider
ing and answering; the Tribunal will appreciate
the mental strain on you, especially after hours of
questioning by different Counsel and will not
expect you to rush. They will also consider
sympathetically a request for a few minutes’ rest.
(13) If the question is not clear to you, ask for
clarification. It is the questioner’s duty, not
yours, to make clear the point he wishes you to
answer (and he may not always be anxious to do
so if your evidence is potentially damaging to
his Client’s case!)
(14) Refuse to take anything on trust from quest
ioners if adequate data has not previously been
given to you and you have had time to form a
personal opinion, e.g. a not uncommon question
is, “Will you take it from me that this has been
thoroughly tested, etc. etc.?” If you say yes, you
may some time later, be reminded that you have
agreed; [think a fair answer is that you personally
cannot endorse it until the party concerned has
provided you with satisfactory evidence to prove
it!
(15) Refuse to be “bullied” into giving a straight
yes or no to any question that you feel is inipos
sible fairly to answer without qualifications; and
if pressed further, appeal respectfully to the
Chairman, giving logical reasons why you feel
you cannot answer as demanded.
(16) Be prepared for your knowledge and
capability to be depreciated directly or indirectly
and for your words to be “twisted” in what niay
seem to you to be a most unfair manner. Above
all, keep your temper and be determined not to
get rattled. In such Inquiries, you are giving evi
dence under oath and it is bound to be unfavour
able to one or more parties (however much you
may sympathise with them); the greater the
weight of your evidence, the greater the probabi
lity that a Counsel will, in pursuing his Client’s
interests, try and minimise it by in effect casting
doubt on your capacity as an expert, so be
mentally ready and stick to your ground
politely but firmly. (Perhaps [might add that the
more unmoved you are by such tactics, the
greater the strain on the “opposition” to become
ruffled itself!)
Do not worry, the Tribunal will judge your
evidence on its merits, and the more clear,
impartial and obviously sincere your opinions are,
the more they will be respected as such, even if
they are not all accepted. Which reminds me—the
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remarks in para. (6) about simple and concise
presentation, apply also to oral evidence.
(17) Finally, during the crucial stages when your
special interest is under examination and, above
all, the days immediately before, during and after
you are in the witness box, do not attempt on any
major inquiry to cope alone. Have a senior
colleague present in court with you throughout.
Things will crop up in rapid succession, needing
immediate action by one whilst the other con
centrates on the evidence under way; and the end
of each day will bring such a heavy burden of
evening and night work that it must be shared so
as to afford the potential witness a chance of
reviewing the case in the light of the day’s
proceedings and of studying the transcript of the
previous day, before the alarm clock rings the
following morning.
Is the effort worth while? I think so. Such
Inquiries present a challenge in more ways than
one. They also provide absorbing insight into
procedures and things with which engineers
rarely have direct contacts, opportunities to see
brilliant minds at work and to learn from Q.C.’s
and their younger deputies how even the most
complicated technological matters can be analy
sed and dealt with incisively and with clarity.
Perhaps, needless to say, they also serve as a
timely, though sombre, reminder of the responsi
bilities that a professional engineer has to shoulder
and ought to be prepared to carry throughout his
career; certainly they bring home to those not
directly implicated in the disasters the full
significance of the thought that, “but for the
grace of God
.

Unfortunately, even when ultimately afforded
the pleasure and satisfaction, as G.M.J.W. and I
were, of having one’s evidence substantiated by
the findings and specially commended by the
Tribunal, there may be several disturbing
memories other than the obvious ones. On
Ronan Point the nature of the coverage of the
proceedings in the daily papers and on TV.
depressed us, though in fairness I should add
that of the four “dailies” we read, the Daily
Mail emerged in our view with considerable
credit, whilst two other rather “superior” ones,
sank low in our estimation. 1 also still feel sad
that no due public recognition was given to the
Gas Council and the North Thames Gas Board
for placing the well-being and safety of the
general public before their own interests when,
being convinced of the grave strtlctural doubts
about the Ronan Point and similar blocks, they
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took the lead in proposing that, to minimise the
risk, gas should be cut off from those blocks.
This public-spirited attitude by the Gas Council
was in fact extended to me throughout the
investigations for, without asking, I was given
complete freedom at all times to act independently,
to seek the truth and to give my evidence
without fear or favour.
The Aberfan and Ronan Point cases have been
so much in the news that I hope the Editors and
readers will fprgive this unusually lengthy
Panorama. I end it with a cheerful and, to me,
very warming memory by expressing my sincere
thanks for their wholehearted and loyal support
to Ken Innes, who shared the main burden with
me, to Peter Rutter who deputised for him so
well in a crucial stage (and will I am sure agree
wholeheartedly with pam. 17!) and to the other
engineers who helped on the Ronan Point
investigations; not forgetting my secretary,
Hazel Alderson, who in the background quietly
kept pace with all our efforts and still managed
the other day-to-day affairs; the general office
and printing department who did an outstanding
job on the Report; and driver A. Dobson who,
day and night, no matter what the hour, took all
worries about transport and appointments off
my shoulders. Also—dare I add for once?—
thanks to my Partners, especially E.O.M.,
C.G.S. and G.M.J.W. who, as soon as the
magnitude of the task became apparent, closed
the ranks as usual and not only were always
close at hand to offer help and encouragement,
but took over extra day-to-day burdens so as to
ease the pressure on me.
Copies of my report on the Ronan Point
investigations and of daily transcripts of evidence
relating particularly to the structural aspects will
shortly be put in the firm’s library so that
members of the staff can, if they wish, compare
our findings with the conclusions in the Report
of the Tribunal.
F.M. B.
P.S, Since this was written early in November,
Ronan Point has hit the headlines, the T.V.
screens and almost everthing else in sight; and
such is the confusion at the moment that I must
make clear I have not been
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envisage and draft an index of contents, i.e.
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(7) Reports, especially in Public Inquiries, are
subject to much handling and use; therefore a
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aids (especially when one is to act as a witness).
Our present standard glossy white cover with
spiral binding proved markedly helpful compared
with others, especially those stapled in one corner,
which I found a real bugbear in the witness box.
(8) Prepare two special copies of the Report, one
for your Counsel and one for your own personal
use, with coloured interleaves bound in between
every page of typescript, on which relevant notes
and reminders can be written opposite any
particular paragraph. As the Inquiry proceeded,
I found this little “dodge” extraordinarily
helpful, especially when the time came to give
evidence, and had good cause to be grateful to
Mr. Layfield for suggesting it.
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for and brief details of data, with the dates when
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Report.
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to the side or even behind you).
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but not before, answer it. Do not worry about

PONTIFACT No. 20

where it may be leading—if you give each one
due consideration and answer it accordingly, the
end result will be a consistent presentation of
your truthful opinions. Take due time in consider
ing and answering; the Tribunal will appreciate
the mental strain on you, especially after hours of
questioning by different Counsel and will not
expect you to rush. They will also consider
sympathetically a request for a few minutes’ rest.
(13) If the question is not clear to you, ask for
clarification. It is the questioner’s duty, not
yours, to make clear the point he wishes you to
answer (and he may not always be anxious to do
so if your evidence is potentially damaging to
his Client’s case!)
(14) Refuse to take anything on trust from quest
ioners if adequate data has not previously been
given to you and you have had time to form a
personal opinion, e.g. a not uncommon question
is, “Will you take it from me that this has been
thoroughly tested, etc. etc.?” If you say yes, you
may some time later, be reminded that you have
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(15) Refuse to be “bullied” into giving a straight
yes or no to any question that you feel is inipos
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and for your words to be “twisted” in what niay
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Associate Notes
Traffic and Transport Planning
Greater Glasgow Transport’s Study
The object of this study, which was carried out
as a joint venture with Tippetts-Abbett
McCarthy-Stratton of New York, was to
prepare recommendations for an integrated
transportation system for Clydeside for the year
1991. In order to do so, a study team was set up
in Glasgow with Mr. T. J. Lambie, T.A.M.S. as
Director. This team, with the help of a very large
temporary staff, made extensive surveys of cur
rent travel habits in the Glasgow area which
included interviewing in some 20,000 homes.
The results of these surveys were analysed to
obtain a picture of how and why people travelled
in 1965, and were used to project a picture of how
they niight travel in 1991 based on assumptions
as to how the area would grow and on what
Inight be its economic condition in 1991. The
predicted pattern of future travel was used to
develop an integrated set of transportation
proposals which would require a total investment
of some £485 million by the year 1991. The major
recommendations were a road construction
programme (which was estimated to cost £380
niillion) and the development of the suburban
rail system involving the electrification of a
further 83 miles of existing rail lines, the con
struction of some new rail links and 31 new
railway stations.
Glasgow Highway Planning
The transportation study expanded the scope
and area covered by the highway planning
studies which we have been making in Glasgow
since 1960. The recommendations of the trans
portation study took into account the highway
plan which we had proposed to the City in 1965
but extended its proposals to cover a wider area
and recommended sonic modifications to the
works proposed within Glasgow. The process of
urban transportation planning is a continuing one
and we find that we are still heavily involved in
developing and amending the highway proposals
made in the transportation study and we have
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latterly been carrying out feasibility studies of
some of the proposed new rail connections.
Ruthergien Airdrie and Motherwell Transport
ation Studies
We have also completed from our Glasgow
Office studies of three small towns within the
Greater Glasgow area, in Airdrie and Motherwell
we made use of the data collected during the
regional transportation study. Reports have
already been submitted on all three projects, but
in each case we have been appointed to advise on
matters arising from these reports.
Teesside Survey and Plan
We opened an office in Stockton in 1965
jointly with Messrs. Wilson and Womersley. the
Town Planning Consultants, in order to carry out
a survey of Teesside and to recommend a plan
for its future development. An interesting aspect
of this work was the setting up of a joint team of
engineers and planners so that the transportation
plan was not prepared in isolation, but as an
integral part of the proposed overall plan for
development of the whole area. We completed
Volume I of a draft report which is now in the
hands of the new Teesside County Borough. The
draft report was accepted in principle and is now
in the process of being printed by H.M.S.O. and
should be released early in 1969. At the same
time we hope to have completed Volume 2, which
is a supporting document describing the methods
used during the study.
Teesside Planning
As with Glasgow the new Teesside Council have
recognised that planning is a continuing process
and we have been appointed to assist in furthering
the work initiated during the major study. Part of
this continuation work is concerned with niore
detailed road studies and phasing recommend
ations for the roads prograninie. Part is concerned
with educating the staff of the new Borough in
the analytical methods developed during the
study.
Oxford Central Area Study
We were appointed in 1965 jointly with Wilson

and Womersley, the Planning Consultants “to
determine appropriate environmental standards
for the central area of Oxford” and “to decide on
the road and traffic system that would be the
most suitable for achieving these standards”.
This is the latest in a long line of studies of
Oxford, in this case there has been the opportu
nity to base recommendations on much fuller
and more comprehensive information than was
possible in former studies. We hope therefore
that our recommendations will be accepted as
the solution to the long standing problem of
road traffic in Oxford. The report is now in the
hands of the printers and is to be presented to the
City on 9th December.
Lagos Ibadan Road
We recently reported on the feasibility of a new
road to connect Lagos to Ibadan, The recom
mendations of this report were supported by a
fairly extensive traffic study in which particular
attention was paid to the growing problems of
road traffic in Lagos itself. We understand that
the recommendations of the report are broadly
acceptable in principle to the Nigerian Govern
ment and are hoping to receive instructions to
proceed with the construction of the first stage
of the recommendations.

report on the projected re-construction of
major international airport.

this

“Synth” Studies
We developed a program for preliminary
transportation evaluation during our work on
Teesside and we have since improved upon this
program and have used it to assist the Depart
ment of Economic Affairs Team preparing a
project plan for the possible new City at Humber
side and the Regional Study Group, who are
preparing a regional plan for the Leicester area.
We also made use of the program during the
Oxford Study, to study some problems arising in
the wider region.
IMPLEMENTATION
It is very satisfying to see the recommendations,
which have been made during the various traffic
studies, carried to fruition and we have con
structed or are now proceeding with the design
of quite a number of projects upon which we have
reported in recent years.
Glasgow Urban Motorway System
We have already opened to traffic a section of
the Glasgow Inner Ring Road, which was the
first stage of the Townhead Interchange. A
contract for the Woodside section, which will
complete the north flank of the Inner Ring Road,
has just been awarded and we are now proceeding
with the design of a section of one of the radial
motorways. These three projects will amount in
total to some £12 million of construction and the
City of Glasgow have in hand further substantial
works which were originally recommended as
part of the Glasgow Highway Plan.

Northern Nigeria Study
We were recently appointed to report on the
“B” road system in Northern Nigeria and to
recommend upon what improvements should be
made to it during the next five years. Again, our
recommendations are to be supported by quite
an extensive traffic study. One of the difficulties of
the study is the very large area to be covered
which involves the field crews in very considerable
logistical problems. A unique aspect is the amount
of traffic which is moved by pack animals and we
await with interest a report on the best techniques
for interviewing a camel train. The study is being
carried out in collaboration with the Econoniist
Intelligence Unit.

Teesside Parkway
We were very pleased to get an appointment to
design the Teesside Parkway, which fornis part of
the new primary road systeni reconimended in
the Teesplan proposals. This project will be
designed to form part of the eventual urban
motorway system on Teesside and is programmed
to start construction in 1970.

Ancillary Support Studies
Traffic plays some part in a widening number
of projects and the London traffic section has
been giving some assistance on a nuniber of very
interesting projects. These include the Whitehall
Study, where we are mixing and testing by
assignment a wide variety of permutations of
road solutions for the area. Another interesting
project is the Singapore Airport Study, where
draft suggestions for a road traffic circulation and
parking systeni are to be incorporated in our

M.62
Following an earlier feasibility report on roads
in the 1-lowden Selby area, we were appointed to
design a section of the roads which were
recommended, including a major bridge over the
Ouse in the vicinity of Goole. We have already
supplied a preliminary report on this project, are
proceeding to the preparation of a firm pro
gramnie report and we understand that the
project is in the preparation pool for construction
in the early 1970’s
R.H.
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M.62
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R.H.
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British Rail Goods Vehicle Data Analysis.
BEA Engineering Base—Phase 3.
Bangkok—Synthetic Weaving Building.
Ariel Hotel—Building defects.
Gold Rock Airport—Alternative Alignment.
Herbal House, Clerkenwell—Means of Access.
North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board—Arbitration.
M6 Contract, Section 1, Carnforth-Farleton—Setting out Calculation.
Thames Matex—West Thurrock—Access Roads.
Lincoln Western Relief Road—Elevated Urban Motorway.
Motherwell Continuation Study.
Draycote Water—Embankment Investigation.
Pontypool West Extension—Completion Phase.
Doncaster Hospital—Extension to Existing Laundry.
Doncaster Hospital—Upgrading Existing Ward Block.
19-21 Great Tower Street & Avenue/Mansion House T.E. Extension.
Plover Cove Water Scheme—Sha Tin Treatment Works Uprating.
Glasgow 120-136 Union Street—Inspection of Building.
Asian Institute of Technology—Thailand—Master Plan.
Sandwich Toll Bridge—Report on Condition.
Libya—Airstrip at Sarir (Stage II).
Virgin Corda Development—Feasibility Study.
BEA/BOAC Apprentice Hostel Heston—Site Investigation.
Provincial Insurance Co. Kendal—Office Block Extension.
Whitehall Traffic and Highways Study.
International Construction Equipment Exhibition—Crystal Palace 1969.
Moni Power Station—Second Extension.
Maan-Aqaba Road—Ras el Naqb-Kuweira Section.
Shell Centre—Waterproofing Studies.
Shell Centre—Installation of Diesel Generating Plant.
Aberdeen Central Area Development—Advice on Roads & Traffic.
Berkeley Square House—Pent House.
PTRC Road Calculations—Wrexham Bypass.
Croydon Old Town Roundabout—Advice in Connection with Claim.
Advanced Lectures—by Senior Engineers for Advanced R.C. Design Course.
Lagos—Provision of Setting Out Information.
Charing Cross Hospital—Dining Room Block.
I.C.I. Fibres Ltd.—Advice on Structural Loading.
Lawes Chemical Ltd.—Advice on Reconstruction of Existing Building.
Strathclyde University—Building Defects.
Taylor Woodrow Construction Ltd.—Sunbury Contract—Dewatering Effects.
Mother Church of Scotland Covent Garden—Provision of Flat on Roof.
Nicaragua Port Investigation—Identification of Rock Cores.
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Amman to Antrim

‘68

by Gordon Allen
reluctance of our latest Japanese transis
torised, electronic computer to function
whenever the temperature drops below
freezing induces me to look longingly back on my
journey from Jordan to Ireland last Summer.
There was then time to make the transition back
to U.K. conditions at a reasonable rate, unlike
our recent rather rapid fall towintertemperatures.
First stop from Amman was Beirut in the
Lebanon, which appeared from the air amazingly
lush and green after the Jordanian deserts. Closer
inspection on the ground confirmed this impres
sion, and also revealed that as far as pedestrians
are concerned the old saying about the quick and
the dead applied. This was confirmed in aroundabout way by an attempt to acquire some

insurance against illness on holiday. The
premium quoted was about £13 for four weeks!
While in the Lebanon I visited Baalbeck and
Byblos, both rchaeo1ogically interesting, but
requiring a lot more time than that provided by
the tour operators. Among the items that stuck
in my mind, were the granite columns in the
temple at Baalbeck, these had come originally
from Aswan on the Nile and four were later
removed and used in St. Sophia in Constantinople.
Byblos presented among other objects, stone
coffins about 4000 years old, which had been
buried at the bottom of shafts cut vertically into
the rock, twenty to thirty feet. These were then
filled with sand, the coffin placed on top, and
lowered to the bottom by removing the sand from
underneath.

Blue Mosque, Istanbul
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The rest of my time in Beirut was spent swim
ming and window shopping. The swimming
being rather spoiled by the sewage, and the
shopping by the British customs. it was however
nice to walk around with that sense of freedom
which leave provides.
Next port of call was Cyprus, and it came as a
bit of a shock to find that to get to Kyrenia on
the north coast required an enormous convoy,
escorted and protected by U.N. troops. However
this conflict did not extend to the holiday maker,
and it was possible to drive anywhere on the
island providing one had a passport to prove
identity.
V

Kyrenia turned out to be a small, and when I
was there, a quiet little port lying at the foot of
the mountains, on a rocky coast line. The hotel
was right on the front and nearly in the sea. There
was ten feet of clear warm water just waiting
to be swum ten yards from the door, and I
made considerable use of it. In fact during the
week I was there, apart from a drive to the top of
Mount Olympus and around the island, that was
about the limit of my activity. Hotel prices were
very reasonable, and Cyprus was probably the
most pleasant spot I visited. The big disadvantage
from a holiday viewpoint is the distance from

Britain, but for a quiet holiday with plenty of sun
and bathing, driving on the left-hand side of the
road, it would be hard to beat.
In Istanbul the traffic was again fearsome, but
not up to the Beirut level. If I seem to harp on this
traffic question, bear with me, after the camels,
landrovers and empty spaces of the Wadi Araba
it was all rather overpowering.
Here there were visits to the Blue Mosque,
St. Sophia and several other mosques whose
names i’ve forgotten. The Bosphorus itself is a
spectacle on its own, full of ferries, ships, strange
high-prowed coloured fishing boats, and
altogether hiving with activity. In contrast a trip
to the Black Sea provided a pleasant afternoon’s
sunbathing, and the discovery that this sea is
hardly salt at all.
It was in Istanbul that 1 made the mistake of
arriving at 11 p.m. Usually not having any hotel
bookings I tried to fly during the day, have a look
at the countryside out of the plane, and give the
pilot a chance to see the mountains and so fly
over them, not into them. Arriving during day
light gives a lot more time to select a hotel, and a
much better chance to judge what one is letting
oneself in for, in Istanbul I picked what could
only be described as a pretentious sham at first
attempt and had to move during my stay.
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Athens, which felt about as hot as Aqaba, was,
apart from the Acropolis and the pavement cafes,
a bit of a disappointment. It has a remarkable
absence of street lighting and it is reassuring to
get the odd glimpse of the Parthenon floating in
its flood lights above the city, while trying to find
one’s way back to the hotel in the dark.
A trip to some of the islands however did come
up to expectations. Again there was not sufficient
time to explore in any detail. Certainly in the
summer it is a place in which to take things easy
and sip a drink under an umbrella watching the
crowds go by, or else swim in the deep waters off
the islands, where the water seems to drop down
into a blue mist.

Time, I feel, to get back to this quivering
computer, when cold it flashes fourteen faint
figures in all its dials simultaneously, and refuses
to multiply. In this respect it gives some indication
of intelligence, more possibly than its alleged
master, perhaps these Japanese are even cleverer
than we think.

Return of an Old Timer
y Wallj Walton
Nostrils quivered on metaphoric nose,
My hobby horse, long thought in sweet repose,
Sniffed eagerly at rumour nurtured breeze,
“Bestride me master; Get up off those knees”,
“See now the gauntlet lying at your feet”,
“Section one has challenged let’s compete!”
“The Clan McNee, they say, requires a clerk”
“For me new pastures— You to makeyour mark”.
—

“Old horse, I mused, your reasoning I find”
“Somewhat appealing, yet please bear in mind”,
“We’re growing old, long years we’ve been
around
“Age sees caution where thrills to youth abound”.
“So if you yearn a canter down M.6”
“For both our sakes, relax cut out the tricks”,
“Mind well our dignity, for then we might”
“With fortunes blessing, get our fingers right”
I crossed my fingers, hitched the saddle out
Trusting the race would not become a rout.
—

Now the Chief Clerk as my destination
Plus some attributes of fascination,
I’m housed in afterthought of weird design
As tribute to Fred Karno its divine.
A timber structure flung across the stairs
In fairness to a bridge it ill compares,
Frustrated it becomes no bridge at all
But finishes bang up against the wall,
No traffic passes over; shamed of self
Wadi Rum

My last stop before London was Rome, and i
reckon that it is near enough home to be passed
over. It did however manage to produce a couple
of thunder storms and a drop in temperature to
the mid seventies making a suitable transition to a
wet and cold London.

Ignobly it succeeds as wooden shelf.
And yet, in truth, it bears a wonderous load
Must bear it staticly being not a road,
VVhile i, a sort of quartermaster, stores,
Squeeze in to do my acrobatic chores.
Section one complete conglomeration
All need pencils, pens and information,
With every item wanted ‘On the dot’
Invariably beneath the entire lot,
I push, I pull, unpack, repack and sweat
Efficiency I seek but never get,
Books triplicate, Inspector’s pads I stack
Boxed envelopes come crashing on my back,
While documents in volumes 1, 2, 3
Are ever where the seeker cannot see,
Where! where the end of this continuum
So cute!! Jugs, coffee, aluminium?
Tis office, Chief Clerk, for the abuse of
By mugs, pot, inspectors for the use of,
Small wonder that 1 see in dreams at night
The gladsome day we leave to go on site,
When happily we’ve space and place to see
The first class section we intend to be.
—

—

Agreed my friends, tis early yet to brag
Undoubtedly the unexpected snag,
Will challenge both our skipper and his team
But with a head of good old McNee steam,
We’ll keep the flag SWK & P
Nailed proudly to our mast for all to see.
—
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any on in the Job of creating the New
capital, British Honduras, when investiga
tions of sources of marl were in progress, a
Mayan Domiciliary Mound dating back one to
two thousand years was discovered on top of one
of the hills adjacent to the Western Highway at
the edge of the Site.
Six different floor levels were discovered when
the Mound was excavated by the British Honduras
Archaeological Department. Two skeletons were
found (see photographs) beneath the top floor
level, together with three stone spear heads
which were grouped close to the skeletons. These

J.

Flavell

skeletons could possibly be the result of a ritual
killing as they both lay in East-West direction.
One lay facing upwards with his head to the
East and the other face downwards with his head
to the West, and with his hands behind his back.
At a lower level two further skeletons and a
carved stone brooch were found; one lay in a
North-South direction and the other at right
angles.
Many similar Mounds are known to exist all
over British Honduras and neighbouring
countries. A very small percentage of these
Mounds have been excavated.

Skeletons at Upper level
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Segovia or Bust
/y Hazel .Alderson

ost people, at some time, have
entertained the idea of learning to
play a musical instrument. 1 had too,
but I was always under the impression that,
unless one started to learn shortly after mastering
the art of walking, there was not much point,
For some inexplicable reason the idea of playing
the guitar appealed to me most, principally
because I thought it would be simpler than any
other instrument. After all, it always looked so
easy, just a matter of strumming, and surely
anyone with the requisite number of fingers and a
reasonable sense of rhythm could learn.
Therefore, it was one sunny afternoon in Brigh
ton when, on the spur of the moment, I made my
decision. I was going to buy a guitar—that very
day! The search began for a music shop and

And Still Retain Her dignity
Maya Man. Ancient & Modern

eventually, after tramping some miles, 1 found
one. It wasn’t until I entered the shop that I
realised I hadn’t the faintest idea what type of
guitar I wanted—or indeed that there were
different types. Ultimately, on the advice of the
very helpful assistant, I chose a most attractive,
varnished Spanish guitar with a rich beautiful
tone. At the same time I bought a set of pitch
pipes for tuning and a Spanish Guitar Tutor.
Thus equipped, and approximately £20 lighter in
pocket, I sallied forth, full of enthusiasm and
ready to make great music.
I eagerly thumbed through the Tutor, only to
be confronted with complicated instructions on
how to play scales, together with exercises in
reading music. I had never learned the principles
of music and these pages of exercises looked
to me much as a page of shorthand would to the
uninitiated. All I wanted were some brief instruc
tions—a couple of paragraphs would do—just to
show me how to play, and then I could get on
with the business of reproducing all the tunes
that were going through my mind.
After a few days of discordant strumming, the
sad truth dawned on me, unless I wanted the
guitar to become an attractive, dust collecting
ornament, I’d have so start at the very beginning
and actually do some work. The guitar sat there,
staring balefully at me—carefully polished,
beautifully shaped and silent! The Tutor (vege
table not animal) was too advanced for me, so
the problem was—how could I learn? I found
that the G.L.C. gave evening classes for beginners,
but of course at that time, it was mid-term and
too late to enrol.
Then one evening, whilst returning from work,
I caught sight of an advertisement outside a shop
in Charing Cross Road—”Spanish Guitar
Centre”—l made further enquiries and found
that they gave lessons for complete beginners.
These were in sessions of four—one a week—
and at the end of the fourth lesson, if you found
that you were not a potential Segovia, you could
easily back out with no further commitment.
I explained that I had no knowledge whatsoever
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of written music, and was told that they had even

after the first lesson we used a guitar supplied by
the Centre.) Eventually 1 arrived at Leicester
Square and, ignoring cries of”Giv’usa tune luv”
(little did they know), I made my way across to
the
to
bring
my
own
guitar
to
was
requested
1
Cranbourn Street.
first lesson, as it was essential that it should
There were normally 8 people in any one class
comply with the standard dimensions for the
and, on arrival, I was greeted by 7 other, equally
Spanish Guitar, otherwise it would be com
self-conscious, potential guitarists. As the class
pletely unsuitable for this particular style of commenced I learned my first valuable lesson—
playing. This worried me a little, as niy precious
a girl cannot play a classical guitar correctly, and
Spanish guitar was clearly stamped “Made in
still retain her dignity, whilst wearing a mini
Japan” (it wasn’t until some time later that I skirt! The reason for this can be seen in the above
found most of them are!)
illustration. At the end of the lesson we were
At last the great day for my first lesson came. given written instructions on how to tune the
1 set off from home clutching my smart new guitar and a set of exercises for open string studies
guitar in its equally smart new case. One drawback for the right hand. I waited with bated breath
I found straight away was that this normally whilst my guitar was carefully scrutinised by the
light and manoeuvrable instrument, suddenly teacher who, although obviously not too im
becomes incredibly cumbersome and unwieldy pressed, muttered, “It’ll do for the time being.”
when taken on to a crowded bus. (Fortunately, I sighed with relief and dashed off home to start
this operation did not have to be repeated, as practising.

taught people who had never seen a piano before
—had 1? I hastily assured them that I had.

CHRISTMAS, 1968

The following week, I learned Lesson No. 2.
The fingernails of the left hand must be ruthlessly
trimmed in order to hold down the strings firmly
just behind each fret. (Any girl who types for her
living will realise what a sacrifice this can be.)
At the same time the nails on the right hand must
be carefully nurtured to reach the required length
in order to strike the strings. On one occasion,
after having chipped a couple of precious nails on
this hand, I replaced them with false ones, but I
spent the whole lesson in quite a panic in case
they came unstuck and shot across the room.
Needless to say I didn’t do that again.
After the fourth lesson, I had learned (well
almost) 4 scales and two short pieces of music.
They were actually exercises but they sounded
quite tuneful and pleasing to the ear. During that
month I realised just how mistaken I’d been
initially when I though the guitar would be an
easy instrument to play. I’d spent many hours
practising, chores and Telly forgotten, after
which my arms, fingers and wrists ached con
siderably. The tips of my fingers on the left hand
were extremely painful through pressing down
the strings, although in time pads of hard skin
formed on them which, though unsightly, were
very necessary to help play without making
appalling buzzing noises.
By this time, a few of the members of my class
had already dropped out in the face of these
obstacles but I found to my amazement that,
in spite of all this suffering, I was as keen as ever
and I happily enrolled for a further four lessons.
One thing I enjoyed most about the Guitar
Centre was the completely informal atmosphere.
No-one was at all surprised when I appeared one
lunch time, sandwiches in one hand and music in
the other. They immediately found me an empty
studio and a spare guitar and left me in peace to
practise, away from the wilds of Oxford Street.

Not at home when I called

As time went by, I found that my great
stumbling block was the fact that I couldn’t read
music. Although the instructions were there to
help find the notes on the guitar, it seemed to
take me longer than the average person to work
them out. Consequently, valuable time which
could have been spent practising, was used in
poring over crotchets and quavers. It was re
commended that we should practice for one hour
every day. This may not sound much, but can be
quite difficult to keep up, especially as little is
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achieved in practising when you’re tired. In order
to do this, I began to take my guitar with me
wherever I went, until one day I began to find
that my friends were “not at home” when I
called. Another valuable lesson was learnt—
don’t expect everyone to share your great
enthusiasm!
Slowly, but inevitably, I began to fall behind
the rest of the class, who all seemed quite brilliant.
it’s amazing hpw swiftly one’s composure and
self confidence can dwindle whilst playing in the
presence of 7 comparative strangers and under the
critical eye of one highly proficient teacher.
One’s fingers become hot and sticky and positively
refuse to obey commands. Muttered excuses, such
as, “I can’t understand it—i played this perfectly
yesterday”, do little to alleviate your own
suffering or that of your contemporaries, who
are forced to listen to the piece of music which
you are slowly and painfully annihilating!
So far I seem to have stressed the difficulties of
playing the guitar, but I must add that learning
to play it does give tremendous pleasure and a
great sense of achievement once a piece of music
is mastered and can he played tolerably well.
It is a skill which can be developed by practice,
although a fair amount of enthusiasm is necessary
to work hard and overcome the boredom caused
through impatience.
It didn’t take me long to realise that I had no
particular talent for music, and no special
aptitude for playing the guitar at all. The fact
remained that, after several months, I could play
a selection of studies, including Spanish Folk
Songs and works by Fernando Sor and Robert de
Visee (both famous guitarist composers) well
enough to give pleasure to my family and friends,
who, although not experts, were fairly critical.
I had gained a brief knowledge of the basic
principles of music applied to the guitar, and
had met new and interesting people, who shared
my enthusiasm for this beautiful instrument.
Added to these pleasures, I began to collect
records of Segovia and Julian Bream and other
famous guitarists, which gave me some idea of the
extensive repertoire of the Spanish guitar. So if
you want to take up playing this instrument as a
hobby—go ahead!—just remember there is no
short cut, and the measure of your enthusiasm
will dictate just how good a guitarist you are
to become.
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Club Notes
Golf
Considering the loss of several of last year’s
stars and the complete absence of any new
players in the Firm, the team has done well to
achieve the record of 2 wins, 2 losses and I drawn
game. A further blow to an already depleted pool
of players was struck by Terry Wickharn who
immediately after winning The Mashie, left for
the golfing pleasures of Lancashire and the
dubious pleasure of the M.6, presumably between
rounds. (To make the blow even harder to bear
he left behind the Mashie with the parting words
“I’m sure you wouldn’t mind getting it engraved
for me.”)
However, bearing up well under his departure
we had a close fought match with Binnies at St.
George’s Hill; the final result being a draw.
Even though the result was a pleasant way to end
an afternoon’s golf this was a match we should
have won—one pair, who shall be nameless,
being 7 up after 8 holes and rather thankful to
halve their match on the last green.
We then had two fruitless visits to Tyrell’s
Wood. On the first occasion Gibbs beat us
extremely convincingly 4—0 and on the second
occasion we fared little better losing to Costains
3—I. The only player to have happy memories of
his rounds was Richard Gamlen, who afterstarting
his first round disastrously by losing two balls off
the first tee, went round against Costains in a net
68 thus achieving our only victory in the two
matches.
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or anywhere else would they please make them
selves known, for with several more regular
players leaving, the pool of golfers is down to an
absolute minimum and it would be a sad day if
ever we were unable to raise a team.
PETER CLARK

Badminton
The Badminton Club seems to be flourishing,
at least if numbers are any guide. From last
year’s ten or so regulars the average this year has
increased to around seventeen with a maximum
turnout of twenty-two.
Individual standards of play remain as diverse
as ever but, sad to say, last year’s variety in
sporting attire seems almost to have disappeared.
Very few football socks and old rugby shirts are
now to be seen, however, as yet there is no sign
of Geoff Tetlow buying a new pair of shorts!
Anyone wishing to work up a thirst on a
Thursday evening and to quench it afterwards is
welcome to come along. We assemble soon after
eight in the Village bar of the Swiss Cottage.
The previous two hours are spent playing
badminton.
D. L. WILLIAMs,
Secretary

Stamp Club
The Stamp Club has continued to flourish in
spite of the loss ofseveral of our stalwart members.

Our final match against Sir Frederick Snows
was played on the Wednesday after the weekend
of floods. Expecting the course to be under
several feet of water, we were all surprised to find
it in perfect condition and taking full advantage
of one of the few fine days of the summer, we
ended the season on a high note by winning
This was a pleasant revenge for our defeat
the previous year and was possibly achieved by
feeding our opponents a large lunch first—we
did this against Preece, Cardew & Rider in
the first match of the season with the same result.

There have been six meetings during the year
including displays and talks on Antigua, West
Germany, Malaysia and the Pacific Islands.
The Club has also broken new ground by
venturing outside Gillow House to visit on two
occasions the National Postal Museum at the
Chief Post Office in the City. During these visits
we saw superb displays of 19th Century British
issues from the Reginald Phillip’s collection and
were able to hear their full history from the
Curator.

One final plea—if there are any golfers who
have hidden their lights under a bush, in a bunker

The Club has continued to obtain mint new
issues and First Day Covers from contacts in

over a dozen countries abroad, as well as Great
Britain new issues and covers. The stockbooks,
with stamps from the incoming mail, and
magazines have circulated regularly so that
members of the Club are never short of new
material or behind with the latest stamp news.
Our range of catalogues has now increased to
include the latest Gibbons, Commonwealth and
Yvert issues. These are held by Mr. Reinbach
and may be borrowed from him.
This last year we have begun to buy stockbooks
and other supplies at discount rates by combining
our orders and dealing with a wholesale supplier.
At the A.G.M. it was proposed to extend the
Club to cover the new interest, which has grown
up among members of the firm, in coin collecting,
especially for investment, with an eye to the
introduction of decimal currency in this country.
Therefore, all members of the firm with philatelic
or numismatic interests are invited to contact
one of the Committee members.
The Club would like to thank all our contacts
overseas for their hard work in supplying us with
new issues and covers, and the Partners for their
generosity in providing funds for catalogues and
magazines as well as allowing us the pick of the
stamps from the incoming mail.
Committee for 1968/69:
President
F. M. Bowen
Arthur White
Chairman
Vice-Chairman Jeff Tetlov
Isobella Burleigh
Secretary
Asst. Secretary Chris Knollys
Treasurer
Arthur White
WILLIAM KEMP

C,icket
The year 1968 proved to be a very successful
and enjoyable season for the S.W.K. & P. cricket
team, a total of twelve matches were arranged,
two of which were internal games and the remain
der were matches against other members of the
Civil & Structural Engineering professions. We
won six of these matches and lost two, the other
match which was against our old rivals Long
Ditton was cancelled due to rain. An alternative
date was arranged for this fixture and it rained
yet again. It was whilst we were arranging a third
date that ‘Zac Matthews’ article appeared in the
summer edition of Pontifact, and after reading
this it became obvious that our astrological plants
were out of phase and that we were not destined
to meet this year. It is hoped that they will have
rectified themselves before 1969.

In a side which was full of cricketing talent it is
difficult to pick out names which deserve special
mention, however, I feel that congratulations are
due to N. Patel and R. Stiller for topping the
batting and bowling averages respectively. Also
worthy of note are the individual performances of
K. Nutt and D. Lee during their unbeaten stand
of 111 against Costains and that of R. Stiller
whose bowling figures of 3 for 0 against R.
Travers Morgan & Partners is certainly unusual.
Below 1 have given a brief summary of the matches
not described in the summer edition of Pontifact.
S.W.K. and P. 73 for 8 (R. Chapman 19, D. Lee 19)
v J. D. and D. M. Watson 67 for 5 (J. Greenfield 2
for 4, D. Lee 2 for 10).
We were two men short for this occasion,
R. Ransom’s car having broken down on the way
to the ground he and his passenger did not
arrive until we were finishing the game. This lack
of players must have had some psychological
effect on the side because we found runs hard to
come by and were relieved to see a total of 73 on
the score board at the end of the hour. But this
feeling of hopelessness soon passed as J. Greenfield and Don Lee put us on the road to victory
by conceding only 16 runs from the first 10 overs.
S.W.K. and P. 94 for 5 (R. Stiller 28, D. Lee 19)
v R. Travers Morgan and Partners 44 (R. Stiller
3 for 0, J. Greenfield 3 for 13).
We opened the batting and it was one of those
days when nobody could do a thing wrong and all
the batsmen scored runs quickly. Travers Morgan
followed on and found our bowlers in equally
good form and R. Stiller, D. Lee, A Humphrey
and R. Ready all enjoyed successes as the total
went from 40 for 2 to 44 all out.
S.W.K. and P. 118 for 4 v R. Costain 117 for 9
(R. Ransom 3 for 35).
Richard Costain opened the batting in this
annual match which takes place on their New
Morden ground, and it was J. Greenfield who
gave our side just the sort of boost we required to
put us on our mettle when he caught and bowled
their opening batsman off the secnd ball of the
match. From then on we never looked back and
he and Don Lee conceded only 34 runs from their
first 21 overs. N. Patel was outstanding in the field
and his three brilliant catches taken close to the
wicket will live in our memories for some time to
come. At tea Costains were 117 for 9 and we
thought we stood a good chance of victory, but
it was a case of pride before the fall because when
we resumed we lost the first four wickets for only
seven runs. It was then that skipper K. Nutt
joined his old friend and comrade from Belfast,
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Don Lee. Together they took command of the
situation and shared in a brilliant stand of 111 to
win the match, K. Nutt added the final touch to
our glory when he finished the game by scoring
4, 6 and 6 off consecutive balls.
S.W.K. and P. 63 for 5 (N. Patel 21 N.O. D.
Williams 20 N.0.) v Sir A. Gibb and Partners 127
for 9 (R. Chapman 4 for 59).
Sir A. Gibb opened the batting with determina
tion, scored 18 runs off the first nine balls and
then lost a wicket, this rate of progress was kept
up by the whole side and at the end of the hour
they had accumulated the handsome score of 127.
Determined to equal them our early batsmen went
out to hit the ball and to our dismay five wickets
fell for fourteen runs. It was left to N. Patel and
D. Williams to rectify the wrong and this they did
with a determined stand of 49 and thus succeeded
in partially restoring our honour.
Details of next season’s events will of course
appear in the Summer Pontifact but should
anyone wish to know more about the club’s
activities prior to this publication then they
should contact me in D.O.3. it only remains for
me to thank everyone concerned for their help in
making it an enjoyable season, the Partners for so
kindly furnishing us with the facilities, the Long
Ditton members for their help with arranging
tea and bar facilities, K. Nutt for captaining the
side and last but not least the players for their
co-operation.

Booting arerages
No. of
Ovets

R. Stiller
D. Lee
D. Hight
A. Judge
R. Denton-Cox
R. Ransom
A. Humphrey
J. Greenfield
D. Lyon

No. of No. of No. of Average
Mdns. Wkts.
Runs

17
50
4
6

2
14
0
0

8
15
2
3

44
124
22
33

55
81
110
110

42
18

4
0

14
6

170
73

121
122

7

0

2

26

130

61
16

11
4

16
5

210
70

131
l40

7

0

3

42

140

36
R. Chapman
A/so boo/ed N. Patel

5

9

178

198

A. D. K. Nutt

T. Hart
K. Hackney
P. Green
R. J. G. Edwards
1968

Results J
S.W.K. and P.

71 for 5

i’

Rendel Palmer & Tritton
68

77 for 8 v Binnie & Partn2rs
76 for 7

Fitzpatrick & Son

114 for 5

157 for 5

The Old
73
Faithfuls
S.W.K. and P. 99 for 4

121

The Newcomers 74 for 6

Gollins Melvin Ward &
Partners
75 for 8
v Nyasaland Leopards
208 for 4

73for8 v J. D.&D. M.Watson
Ltd.
67 for 5
Travers Morgans & Ptns.
94 for 5
44
Richard Costains
118 for 4
117 for 9

63 for 5

D. R. HITCHINGS

t’

Sir A. Gibb & Partners
127 for 9

Sailing
Batting averages
No. of No. of Highest Total Average
Score No.of
Innings NotRuns
outs

N.
R.
A.
R.
D.
A.
D.

Patel
Chapman
D. K. Nutt
J. G. Edwards
Lee
Judge
Williams
J. Greenfield
R. Denton-Cox
A. Humphrey
R. Stiller
T. Hart
L. Mills
P. Eckert
D.Lyon
D. l-Iitchings
P. Green

7
8
10
4
9
8
4

10
3
3
5
4
6
3
3
8
4

*Indicatcs not out.
Also batted: G. Moore

P. Whatling

3
2
5
1
2
2
1

2
0
2
0
1
1
0
1
1
1

27
36
62*
28
42*
47*
20
27
17
9
28
21
21
20
8
22*
7

96
139
109
64
137
81
39
101
37
12
54
35
54
32
18
33
14

24
232
218
213
196
135
130
126
125
120
118
1166
108
1066
9’O
4.7
466

Mlanje has this year been used most weekends
and on the odd weekday evening. It is pleasing to
report that more people are taking the boat out
and not just the faithful few.
The Firm’s sailors are a secretive lot who never
let slip any news of capsizing or returning after
dark to the boathouse. It is on1y by having a
quiet chat with the boatman that anything conies
to light; certain sailors who always drift down
stream and cadge a tow back; the Sunday
morning sailors who make their way to the Swan
at Thames Ditton for a drink—apparently
arriving by water causes envy even among the
“E” type set!
During the September floods, when the level of
the Thames rose considerably, Mlanje had to be
moved to higher ground and in consequence the
season closed prematurely. However, it is hoped
that this season’s enthusiasm will continue when
sailing starts again on the 1st April 1969.
DAVID BLYTI-E
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Camera Club
The Officers for
President
Hon. Chairman
1-Ion. Secretary

this year are as follows:—
Mr. C. G. Sang
David King
George Lobb

Hon. Treasurer Beth Bancroft

Committee

Alan Bushel, Stephen Hobden,
Cohn Smith and David Smith.
The attendance at the A.G.M. held on the
21st November, was very disappointing.
This year we are hoping to build up the black
and white side of the Club’s activities, and to
revive the various competitions which have
lapsed due to lack of support. The Committee
has agreed that to try and boost interest, a
daylight loader for 35 mm black and white films
should be purchased so Club members can refill
their own cassettes with film purchased by the
Club in bulk at low cost.
We are also hoping to arrange for instruction
on processing and enlarging, so that full use can
be made of the darkroom facilities generously
provided by the Partners for the use of the Club.
In this way the cost of black and white photo
graphy will be greatly reduced, and give satis
faction to members by producing the finished
enlargements themselves.
On show for the first time was the Bernard
Rang2r Trophy, pictured here.

As reported in the Summer copy of the
magazine the first occasion on which the Cup
will be awarded is for the best slide in the Autumn
Slide Competition. Unfortunately since the
closing date has had to be delayed to the 2nd
December due to finalizing of the rules for the
competition, the results of this competition will
be too late to be included in this edition.
There are a number of members of S.W.K. and
P. who do not submit their slides simply because
they think they have no chance against the
members with 1
ihe complex camera or that their
slides are square and therefore the judges will
automatically reject them. We are therefore
considering introducing a new class within the
competition for members with simple cameras
without any shutter speed control such as
instamatics and similar, to encourage everybody
to enter.
The Committee and [ will be glad to welcome
new members and ask if anybody has any
suggestions for encouraging the interest in the
club’s activities. We shall also be glad to hear from
anyone who is willing to either give slide shows or
show films at lunch time or evening shows.
D. C. KING

Tenni.t
The first mixed doubles match of the season
was held at Roehampton at the end of May. Our
opponents Messrs. Binnie and Partners provided
a fairly strong team, but with Shirley Skennerton,
Janet Acres and Maureen Preston playing
confidently, the final result was a draw. Our next
match against Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons,
was close but the third pair of our team were not
up to their usual form, and so that result was a
defeat. A revised team met Sir Alexander Gibb
and Partners, having John Measor playing with
“Pat” Patel and Ted Hart with Dave Robinson;
these two pairs, and the first pair, all won the
majority of their matches to give us a decisive
victory.

The return niatch against Binnies was held at
Mitcham; from the start the weather looked
doubtful and the courts were rather soft, but we
continued playing until everyone agreed that it
was raining too hard. It is hoped that these mixed
doubles fixtures will be continued in future years
since both evenings were very enjoyable. The
away match against Ove Arup and Partners was
the first occasion we had visited their ground at
Brondesbury and, after our defeat in the home
match, we were determined to improve. Ken Weir
Continuerl on page 31
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Don Lee. Together they took command of the
situation and shared in a brilliant stand of 111 to
win the match, K. Nutt added the final touch to
our glory when he finished the game by scoring
4, 6 and 6 off consecutive balls.
S.W.K. and P. 63 for 5 (N. Patel 21 N.O. D.
Williams 20 N.0.) v Sir A. Gibb and Partners 127
for 9 (R. Chapman 4 for 59).
Sir A. Gibb opened the batting with determina
tion, scored 18 runs off the first nine balls and
then lost a wicket, this rate of progress was kept
up by the whole side and at the end of the hour
they had accumulated the handsome score of 127.
Determined to equal them our early batsmen went
out to hit the ball and to our dismay five wickets
fell for fourteen runs. It was left to N. Patel and
D. Williams to rectify the wrong and this they did
with a determined stand of 49 and thus succeeded
in partially restoring our honour.
Details of next season’s events will of course
appear in the Summer Pontifact but should
anyone wish to know more about the club’s
activities prior to this publication then they
should contact me in D.O.3. it only remains for
me to thank everyone concerned for their help in
making it an enjoyable season, the Partners for so
kindly furnishing us with the facilities, the Long
Ditton members for their help with arranging
tea and bar facilities, K. Nutt for captaining the
side and last but not least the players for their
co-operation.
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Sir A. Gibb & Partners
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Mlanje has this year been used most weekends
and on the odd weekday evening. It is pleasing to
report that more people are taking the boat out
and not just the faithful few.
The Firm’s sailors are a secretive lot who never
let slip any news of capsizing or returning after
dark to the boathouse. It is on1y by having a
quiet chat with the boatman that anything conies
to light; certain sailors who always drift down
stream and cadge a tow back; the Sunday
morning sailors who make their way to the Swan
at Thames Ditton for a drink—apparently
arriving by water causes envy even among the
“E” type set!
During the September floods, when the level of
the Thames rose considerably, Mlanje had to be
moved to higher ground and in consequence the
season closed prematurely. However, it is hoped
that this season’s enthusiasm will continue when
sailing starts again on the 1st April 1969.
DAVID BLYTI-E
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Camera Club
The Officers for
President
Hon. Chairman
1-Ion. Secretary

this year are as follows:—
Mr. C. G. Sang
David King
George Lobb

Hon. Treasurer Beth Bancroft

Committee

Alan Bushel, Stephen Hobden,
Cohn Smith and David Smith.
The attendance at the A.G.M. held on the
21st November, was very disappointing.
This year we are hoping to build up the black
and white side of the Club’s activities, and to
revive the various competitions which have
lapsed due to lack of support. The Committee
has agreed that to try and boost interest, a
daylight loader for 35 mm black and white films
should be purchased so Club members can refill
their own cassettes with film purchased by the
Club in bulk at low cost.
We are also hoping to arrange for instruction
on processing and enlarging, so that full use can
be made of the darkroom facilities generously
provided by the Partners for the use of the Club.
In this way the cost of black and white photo
graphy will be greatly reduced, and give satis
faction to members by producing the finished
enlargements themselves.
On show for the first time was the Bernard
Rang2r Trophy, pictured here.

As reported in the Summer copy of the
magazine the first occasion on which the Cup
will be awarded is for the best slide in the Autumn
Slide Competition. Unfortunately since the
closing date has had to be delayed to the 2nd
December due to finalizing of the rules for the
competition, the results of this competition will
be too late to be included in this edition.
There are a number of members of S.W.K. and
P. who do not submit their slides simply because
they think they have no chance against the
members with 1
ihe complex camera or that their
slides are square and therefore the judges will
automatically reject them. We are therefore
considering introducing a new class within the
competition for members with simple cameras
without any shutter speed control such as
instamatics and similar, to encourage everybody
to enter.
The Committee and [ will be glad to welcome
new members and ask if anybody has any
suggestions for encouraging the interest in the
club’s activities. We shall also be glad to hear from
anyone who is willing to either give slide shows or
show films at lunch time or evening shows.
D. C. KING

Tenni.t
The first mixed doubles match of the season
was held at Roehampton at the end of May. Our
opponents Messrs. Binnie and Partners provided
a fairly strong team, but with Shirley Skennerton,
Janet Acres and Maureen Preston playing
confidently, the final result was a draw. Our next
match against Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons,
was close but the third pair of our team were not
up to their usual form, and so that result was a
defeat. A revised team met Sir Alexander Gibb
and Partners, having John Measor playing with
“Pat” Patel and Ted Hart with Dave Robinson;
these two pairs, and the first pair, all won the
majority of their matches to give us a decisive
victory.

The return niatch against Binnies was held at
Mitcham; from the start the weather looked
doubtful and the courts were rather soft, but we
continued playing until everyone agreed that it
was raining too hard. It is hoped that these mixed
doubles fixtures will be continued in future years
since both evenings were very enjoyable. The
away match against Ove Arup and Partners was
the first occasion we had visited their ground at
Brondesbury and, after our defeat in the home
match, we were determined to improve. Ken Weir
Continuerl on page 31
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The Work of the Engineer and his
Contribution to Society
The above was the title of a lecture given bj Mr. Grace as guest speaker at the Annual Conference of the
Institution of Engineers Gejlon held in Colombo in October 1968. The following is an extract jrOm that
lecture.
Before concluding niy lecture, I should like to
say something about the immediate future, by
that I mean from now until the year 2000. This is
only a little over one generation ahead of us.
There is no doubt that the human race has
reached a very crucial point in its history and now
more than ever before the engineer will be called
upon to help provide solutions to the problems
which undoubtedly will beset us. I think I can
best highlight this by showing you a slide.
See Fig. I.
Fig. I shows the world population since the
year 1750. The dates are along the bottom
line and the population in billions are shown on
the vertical line. By billion I mean I thousand
mill ion.
Unfortunately, there is little reliable information
on world population before 1900. However, the
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people who should know estimate that in 1750
the world population was between 700 and 800
millions. By the year 1900 it had grown to over
l- billion, it continued to increase at a steady rate
until the mid 1930s when a marked upsurge in the
growth appeared until today there are between
3 and 4 billion people on the earth.
You can see very clearly from this graph that
the last 20 years have been critical and we are
heading for a world population of between 5 and
7 billion people by the year 2000.
It is difficult to absorb the information given
in this graph and perhaps it can be illustrated in
another way.
It took from the birth of the human race to
some time in the 19th c2ntury, say 2 million years,
to get the first billion people on this planet.
The next billion came in under 100 years.
The next billion came in approximately 20
years and the world population is now increasing
at the rate of about 60-70 million people every
year. in India alone I am told that over an
additional million people arrive each month.
There is no doubt that nothing like this has ever
happened to the human race before.
Major social and political problems will arise
from this upsurge in population and engineers
will have a major part to play in providing the
solutions to these problems.
Probably the most important problem con
fronting us concerns our food supply. See Fig. 2.
in Fig. 2(a) we see particulars of the food
production in the developed countries such as
the U.S.A., Canada and Europe for the period
1954-66. You will see that total production of
food shown by the full line has risen steadily from
1954 to 1966, but, of course, the population has
also risen. However, the production of food per
head has also risen—this is shown by the dotted
line.
Fig. 2(b) shows particulars of food production
in the less developed countries. The total pro-
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duction increased steadily from 1954-1964 and
1965 & 1966 reniained static. The food production
per head rose slightly from 1954-1963 but since
1963 it has dropped sharply. I understand that
the years 1964, 1965 and 1966 represented poor
harvests and that since 1966 there has been a
recovery. However, the general picture shows
that food production per capita in the less develo
ped countries is only just holding its own.
However, a revolution is taking place in
agriculture and that new seeds have been develo
ped especially for rice and wheat which will
produce 4 to 5 times as much food per acre as the
seeds we have been using in the past. I only hope
that in actual practice this will prove to be the
case.
I said in the earlier part of my lecture that
engineers provide the basic fabric of civilization.
At the present time many of our facilities are
operating with little or no spare capacity. Our
power stations are frequently overloaded, our
roads are congested, many of them are wearing
out, our airports and ports are inadequate.
Within the next 30 years the world population
is likely to double.
In order, therefore, to maintain our present
standard of living it will be necessary in the next
30 odd remaining years of this century to carry
out basic engineering work equivalent to all the
engineering work which we have at the present
time. This inheritance from our predecessors has

generally been accumulated during the last 300
years. Some of our basic engineering works have
been in operation much longer than this. For
instance, many of the irrigation works in Ceylon
which were constructed about 2000 years ago are
still in operation. However, we do not wish to
stand still. We all want to improve our standard
of living and many of us would like to double it
within the next 30 years.
The work of the next 30 years presents probably
as great a challenge as mankind has ever faced.
Engineers obvibusly have a leading part to play
in meeting this challenge. They will increasingly
have to work with economists, architects,
planners, members of other professions in for
mulating and implementing plans for the future.
If they are to make their maximum contribution
to society they must take a greater part in
Government and in the formulation of policy.
Senior members of the engineering profession
have much to contribute in this way.
Thomas Telford, the first President of the
institution of Civil Engineers defined civil
engineering in its broadest sense as “The art of
directing the great sources of power in nature for
the use and convenience of man”. There is no
doubt that if we are to meet the challenge of the
next 30 years, we shall all have to utilise the
great sources of power in nature to the full.

954

957

LESS
WORLD

960

1953

DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
FIG 2D
FOOD

PRODUCTION

954— 1966

196S

PONTIFACT No. 20

24

CHRISTMAS

25

1968

The Work of the Engineer and his
Contribution to Society
The above was the title of a lecture given bj Mr. Grace as guest speaker at the Annual Conference of the
Institution of Engineers Gejlon held in Colombo in October 1968. The following is an extract jrOm that
lecture.
Before concluding niy lecture, I should like to
say something about the immediate future, by
that I mean from now until the year 2000. This is
only a little over one generation ahead of us.
There is no doubt that the human race has
reached a very crucial point in its history and now
more than ever before the engineer will be called
upon to help provide solutions to the problems
which undoubtedly will beset us. I think I can
best highlight this by showing you a slide.
See Fig. I.
Fig. I shows the world population since the
year 1750. The dates are along the bottom
line and the population in billions are shown on
the vertical line. By billion I mean I thousand
mill ion.
Unfortunately, there is little reliable information
on world population before 1900. However, the
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people who should know estimate that in 1750
the world population was between 700 and 800
millions. By the year 1900 it had grown to over
l- billion, it continued to increase at a steady rate
until the mid 1930s when a marked upsurge in the
growth appeared until today there are between
3 and 4 billion people on the earth.
You can see very clearly from this graph that
the last 20 years have been critical and we are
heading for a world population of between 5 and
7 billion people by the year 2000.
It is difficult to absorb the information given
in this graph and perhaps it can be illustrated in
another way.
It took from the birth of the human race to
some time in the 19th c2ntury, say 2 million years,
to get the first billion people on this planet.
The next billion came in under 100 years.
The next billion came in approximately 20
years and the world population is now increasing
at the rate of about 60-70 million people every
year. in India alone I am told that over an
additional million people arrive each month.
There is no doubt that nothing like this has ever
happened to the human race before.
Major social and political problems will arise
from this upsurge in population and engineers
will have a major part to play in providing the
solutions to these problems.
Probably the most important problem con
fronting us concerns our food supply. See Fig. 2.
in Fig. 2(a) we see particulars of the food
production in the developed countries such as
the U.S.A., Canada and Europe for the period
1954-66. You will see that total production of
food shown by the full line has risen steadily from
1954 to 1966, but, of course, the population has
also risen. However, the production of food per
head has also risen—this is shown by the dotted
line.
Fig. 2(b) shows particulars of food production
in the less developed countries. The total pro-
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duction increased steadily from 1954-1964 and
1965 & 1966 reniained static. The food production
per head rose slightly from 1954-1963 but since
1963 it has dropped sharply. I understand that
the years 1964, 1965 and 1966 represented poor
harvests and that since 1966 there has been a
recovery. However, the general picture shows
that food production per capita in the less develo
ped countries is only just holding its own.
However, a revolution is taking place in
agriculture and that new seeds have been develo
ped especially for rice and wheat which will
produce 4 to 5 times as much food per acre as the
seeds we have been using in the past. I only hope
that in actual practice this will prove to be the
case.
I said in the earlier part of my lecture that
engineers provide the basic fabric of civilization.
At the present time many of our facilities are
operating with little or no spare capacity. Our
power stations are frequently overloaded, our
roads are congested, many of them are wearing
out, our airports and ports are inadequate.
Within the next 30 years the world population
is likely to double.
In order, therefore, to maintain our present
standard of living it will be necessary in the next
30 odd remaining years of this century to carry
out basic engineering work equivalent to all the
engineering work which we have at the present
time. This inheritance from our predecessors has

generally been accumulated during the last 300
years. Some of our basic engineering works have
been in operation much longer than this. For
instance, many of the irrigation works in Ceylon
which were constructed about 2000 years ago are
still in operation. However, we do not wish to
stand still. We all want to improve our standard
of living and many of us would like to double it
within the next 30 years.
The work of the next 30 years presents probably
as great a challenge as mankind has ever faced.
Engineers obvibusly have a leading part to play
in meeting this challenge. They will increasingly
have to work with economists, architects,
planners, members of other professions in for
mulating and implementing plans for the future.
If they are to make their maximum contribution
to society they must take a greater part in
Government and in the formulation of policy.
Senior members of the engineering profession
have much to contribute in this way.
Thomas Telford, the first President of the
institution of Civil Engineers defined civil
engineering in its broadest sense as “The art of
directing the great sources of power in nature for
the use and convenience of man”. There is no
doubt that if we are to meet the challenge of the
next 30 years, we shall all have to utilise the
great sources of power in nature to the full.
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Fit for What
Zach .7’Iatt/iews

is a basic human desire to want to
be physically and mentally fit and any
one who deliberately invites sickness
and death must already be ill. There are millions
of fortunate folk who are well enough for most
of their working lives to give illness and doctors
scant thought. it is the ailing ones who are forced
to ponder the whys and wherefores of health.
Few people consider seriously how different we
all are in our bodily shapes and colours, tern
eraments, response to life in all its varied aspects
i.e. partner, children, career, possessions, travels,
recreation—and our spiritual, mental and phy
sical health. We generally minimise the many
important differences, preferring to concentrate
on what we deem to be our two main functions
of domestic life and career. This is a great
pity for we are here to be our whole selves
within a social framework. A horoscope is
a hunian stress diagram which immediately
at a glance highlights the differences between
people and brings up into consciousness the
pattern of archetypal life principles which each
of us has to live with for better or worse during
this life span.
However, this article is not primarily concerned
with astrology, but with health. Only in passing
do I want to emphasize that the planetary pattern
at birth does very graphically illustrate individual
stresses and make it abundantly clear that some
people are much more stressed than others. But
for all of us, the positive search for radiant health
is being blocked today by a number of crimes of
our own making, perpetrated in the deified name
of Science. These are collated in a most inter
esting new book called “Life Threatened—
Menace and the Way Out” by Dr. Aubrey
Westlake. I only intend to summarise the menace,
which he discusses at considerable length:
(a) Man-made radiation
(i) Nuclear fall-out
(ii) Disposal of radio-active waste in the sea
(iii) X-rays
(iv) Irradiation of food

(b) Chemical additives to food
(i) Direct (1500)
(ii) Indirect—factory farming, injections of
hormones and chemicals to stimulate
growth
(c) Over-use of common salt as a preservative and
condiment
(d) Impoverishment of food, e.g. extracting
wheat germ from bread and selling it separately
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There is a system of medicine less known today,
I fear, than it used to be, which would largely
eliminate The crude use of drugs, except in
emergency. This is known as Hornoeopathy, as
opposed to ordinary medical treatment which is
called Allopathy. Homoeopathy was discovered
by a German named Hahnernann, who was born
in 1755, and it flourishes on the Continent much
more than here, though our Royal Family are
well-known users of it. The following are its chief
features, which are clearly quite different from
Allopathy:
(a) “Like cures like”. This is the same principle as

(e) Pesticides, insecticides, herbicides
(f) Air pollution, mainly due to factory smoke and
exhaust gases
(g) Noise from traffic and aircraft
(h) Synthetic therapeutic drugs manufactured on
a vast scale and very widely used by the
medical profession.
All these have deleterious effects on our health,
gloss over it how we will, but I only intend to
write about the last named menace and a way in
which it may be avoided.
The human body and mind are incredibly
wonderful, not only in their normal functioning,
but in the way they will summon up their resour
ces to protect themselves against threats to their
wellbeing. The role of any doctor or healer is
surely to co-operate with these resources. Per
haps the definition of a civil engineer as one who
“harnesses the great forces of nature for the use
and convenience of man” could equally apply
to a doctor, if the word “human” is in
serted before “nature”, Indeed, nature cure
has itself many adherents and the general
public is slowly coming to see how tragically
wrong man’s activities under headings b, c, d
and e above are. But what about heading h,
the widespread use of synthetic drugs? Is the
public so blinded by the sensational results of
penicillin and the mycin,drugs, whose great value
no-one would deny, that it cannot see that its
health is being undermined by many others? Often
they are freely used before their full effects are
known, while their vast cost to the National
Health Service the nation can ill afford.

vaccination against smallpox, but applied to
oral medicine.
(b) “The minimum dose”. While a large dose may
give you the complaint, a minute dose of the
same substance will cure it. The dose is so
small that an analyst would often be unable to
trace any medicine at all in the matrix. This
has the great advantages that it uses very
little of the curative substance and cannot
possibly poison the human system as crude
drugs can add often do. Its healing principle
is quite different from the latter.
Conünned on poge 51

D.O. Developments
Our tunnel in Hong Kong did never appear
Thus we bade farewell with a silent tear
But other ‘interests’ arrived in stages
Which have driven our SE’s into rages

We do still care for old Bloomsbury Square
An underground car park must surely go there
And down on the coast there will be great sport
‘Trying out’ Weymouth’s new Hoverport

One gained promotion with true perfection
And wandered off with his own little section
Where there were ‘TWO’ one left the other
Now Margie has more ground to cover.

We hope in the future that Parliament Square
And its traffic-jamined roads will look quite bare
New underground tunnels are part of a Scheme
And we hope it is more than a ‘daytime’ dream

One ‘Happy’ gang with a touch of mildness
Extending a Library brings out their wildness
Formwork or concrete you just have to name it
And basement slab how they could aim it!

For the carrying out of these ‘Whitehall Studies’
We had a new ‘intake’ of handsome young
buddies
With pencils poised and their shoulders erect
They’re not bowed down with tough problems
yet!

—

—

—

Over more plans they crow with delight
At lining fish tanks (What’s frying tonight?)
With fibreglass panels you should just see ‘em
Desinging away for the Hull Museum

—

—

—

—

And then more amusement we have afield
D.R.l.’s Matron her stick should wield
To protect her nurses on their access stairs
After listening to Engineers at their prayers!
A living proof of the gang’s loyal endurance
Makes itself known on Provincial Insurance
With its boilerhouse slabs and its concrete
foundations
And typing the Specs. that cause great
aggravations

What’s set for future we’re not aware
But we know our ‘lads’ will do their share
We will all wonder and say “Good Heavens’
Why are we at D.O.’s Six(es) and Seven(s)???
—

—

(MARJORIE O’BRIEN)

Sec. Unit 9
c/o D.Os6 and 7)
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Fit for What
Zach .7’Iatt/iews
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Newsletters
Hong Kong
Christmas, 1968
Looking back on 1968, this has been a year of
steadily increasing confidence for Hong Kong.
for the 1967 Christmas issue we
When
were still in the final throes of bomb incidents, and
the future was cloudy to say the least, but the
local scene has improved to the extent that the
stock market is surging ahead and local industry
has again succeeded in considerably improving
its export performance. Hong Kong seems to have
weathered yet another particularly turbulent
period in its history.
The year has been eventful for China, and
China watchers reporting in the local newspapers
writi]g

have attempted to give some coverage on the
changes that have occurred. It appears that a
measure of central control has again been
established throughout that vast country, and
although the price to be paid is as yet undeter
niined, it does seem that Peking has the initiative.
There were reports during the summer of battles
in our neighbouring Kwangtung Province, and
evidence of this may have been the number of
bodies that drifted from the Pearl River to finish
up at Macao and somc as far as the waters
around Hong Korg.
However the Canton trade fair was held aS
usual, and supplies have continued to arrive from
China for retail in Hong Kong. The import of
milk at the time of writing is a brand new item
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[Lai Chi Kok Bridge Opening. Introduction to His Excellency, The Acting Governor.
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Lai Chi Kok Bridge Opening. From right to left: 1’’Ir. Elliott, Mr. Tso and Mr. Wong (for
Pauly Const. Co.), Andrew Maslowicz, Jim Blake, Henry Kuai and Syd Drovey.
on the domestic market and supplements our
buying water from China. Both of the local milk
suppliers say that they do not expect to be unduly
worried by this new competition, but and I quote.
they are watching the situation carefully.
For a number of staff this seems to have been
the year for looking outwards, with main attention
being directed to Brunei. Jackie Chan, Yeung
Wood-kow and Chan Wai-keung have all left
to work on the Temburong Roads Scheme, and
it is expected that when the airport is under way
there will be a few others heading in the same
direction.
Staying in Hong Kong but going to work with
Government are Bernard Lam, Stephen Yeung,
and Hsu Tse Lin. Prior to leaving the firm Hsu
crossed over to the path of matrimony, and spent
his honey-moon travelling in neighbouring
Taiwan.
Also saying good-bye to Hong Kong, en route
to London were Jimmy and Muriel James, our
good wishes go with them and we hope that
someday they may return to darken our doorstep.

Pam Murphy mList be wondering whether or
not Darryl is ever going to darken her doorstep,
since for some time he has been away from Hong
Kong working on the Asian Institute of Techno
logy site investigation. However it is reliably
reported that they will be together again for
Christmas.
Many who have worked in Hong Kong during
the past ten years will remember Chi Ting-hon,
who began with the firm at Kai Tak and since
that time has worked for various site organisa
tions, particularly with Gordon Wilson. Hon and
his family have now left Hong Kong, to seek a
new life in America. They went with the best
wishes of everyone here, and these are sure to be
echoed by all other readers who have known I-Ion
in the past.
News on the baby stakes is somewhat limited,
but we are pleased to report that Mr. & Mrs.
Raymond Wai have been presented with a
daughter, and Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Lau a son.
Turning to news of contracts, work is well in
hand on flyovers at Canal Road and Chatham
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Road, and will shortly begin for the flyover and
road works at the Lai Chi Kok Thterchange. This
latter is an extension of former work in the area,
and follows completion of the bridge contract
which was formally opened to the public, by the
Acting Governor, on Tuesday 29th October. We
were delighted that Mr. Grace was able to be with
us for the occasion, which took place as planned
and enjoyed very agreeable weather conditions.
There has been much favourable comment on the
appearance of the bridge, particularly the clean
lines and good riding qualities.
The bridge together with the length of Coastal
Road completed under the Kwai Chung Contract,
now gives the longest stretch of three lane dualcarriageway road in Hong Kong, and for those
accustomed to British motor way standards of
driving, meant in the complimentary sense, the
standard of driving on what is our nearest
equivalent is spectacular to say the least. Local
opinion seems to favour that when using three
lanes, the heaviest and the slowest vehicles should
always travel in the fast lane, to be followed a
short distance behind by another large and slow
vehicle in the centre lane. The clear distance
between such convoys being just adequate to
provide splendid opportunity for weaving practice
by the drivers of sports cars and nine-seater vans
in use as taxis, when they seek a change after
hooting at other road users in the slow lane.
At Plover Cove the contractor is well advanced
on finishing works, and a date for the official open
ing has been set. This will take place very early in
the new year, which serves as a timely reminder to
close with seasonal greetings from all in Hong
Kong, to Pontifact readers wherever they may be.
JIM BLAKE

150th Anniversary Celebration
The Hong Kong Joint Group of the three
senior institutions started planning the celebra
tions for the 150th Anniversary of the “Civils”
way back in the Spring of this year. It was decided
that the thenie of the celebrations would be
“The Civil Engineer and our Community” and
that they would include an exhibition, symposium
and dinner. In order to finance these celebrations
a commemorative booklet was planned.
These proposals were put up and subsequently
implemented by a Working Committee led by
Jack Faber. Jack worked for Scott & Wilson in
London for a short period about twenty years ago
before returning to assist (and later partner) his
father who until his recent retirenient was a well
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known consulting engineer in Hong Kong.
Ken Phillips found himself (he never did under
stand just how it happened) on the Conimittee
and lent a hand with the brochure and the
exhibition.
This article is being written in the middle of the
celebrations. The exhibition (2nd-Sth November)
was a great success and almost 10,000 brochures
were distributed. Well over two hundred photo
graphs of engineering works carried out in the
Colony over the past eighty years were exhibited
together with models, equipment, films and a soils
laboratory. The Firm set up the soils laboratory
and exhibits of Lai Chi Kok Bridge (which had
only just been opened by the Acting Governor on
29th October), Kai Tak Airport, Cross-Harbour
Tunnel and (with Binnies) the Plover Cove
Scheme. However, their most impressive effort
was the 8ft. by 4ft. title board at the entrance to
the exhibition which included the Institution’s
crest. Crest, lettering and characters were all
skilfully carved out of polystyrene by Chung
Shing whilst heraldic colours were applied to the
crest in a most professional manner by Pao Wah.
The symposium (7th Noveniber) had as its
theme Problems of transport in I-long Kong by
land, sea and air”. Transport is a subject very
much in the news these days in Hong Kong what
with continued talk of the Cross-Harbour
Tunnel, proposals for lengthening the airport
runway and reports issued on Mass Transport,
a Long Term Road Study and Containerization
(S.W.K.P. have played some part in all of these
except the last). Therefore, as might have been
expected, discussion was lively.
As we rush to catch the post with this report
the author conies to the conclusion that last night
at the dinner, which was a Chinese meal attended
by over 150 engineers and their guests, he ate well
rather than wisely—particularly the sea slugs!
The Hong Kong Engineering Society organised,
to coincide with the celebrations, site visits and a
lecture by Mr. Hawkey (the latter thanks to
Stanley Elliott who is on the Committee of the
Society). Unfortunately the editorial deadline
does not permit of a report on Mr. Hawkey’s
lecture on “The first 150 years”. However we
look forward to this fitting epilogue to the very
successful “civil engineering week”.
KEN PHILLIPS

Title Board at Entrance to Exhibition
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and Alan Rowland played convincingly and won
all their matches, as did Ken Kanvinde and
Roger Thompson; Howard Jones and Dave
Robinson also helped to add to our score to make
the final result a decisive victory. The remaining
two matches, against Sir Robert MacAlpine and
Sir Alexander Gibb were close, but on each
occasion we were unable to match the skill of
our opponents.
The inter-section cup competition began in
good time and matches progressed generally
ahead of schedule. Battersea Park and Regent’s
Park were the most favourite venues for the
matches; the semi-final and final were held at the
former, on a sunny evening near the end of July.
Mr. J. Measor’s Section represented by John
Measor and David Blythe reached the final after

beating “Pat” Patel and Serge Turceninoff who
were playing for Mr. Fuller’s Section. The other
finalists were Roger Thompson and Ken
Kanvinde,, from Mr. Dudeney’s Section, who
defeated Ken Weir and William Somerville from
Mr. Swift’s Section. Since the weather was so
pleasant we agreed to play the final while both
teams were present. The first set was won fairly
comfortably by Roger Thompson and Ken
Kanvinde but with tension mounting a little more
concentration and skill was required to ensure
their victory, the final score being 6-2. 6-4.
In spite of the poor weather, the only fixture
that had to be cancelled was the last social
evening. Altogether we had a very enjoyable
season and we would like to thank the Partners
for their g2nerosity in providing such extensive
facilities.
ROGER THOMPSON
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for their g2nerosity in providing such extensive
facilities.
ROGER THOMPSON
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Glasgow
During the last few nionths we have all taken
advantage of the best summer weather we have
had for at least ten years. Only one crisis occurred
during this time and that was due to the drought.
It was so serious that a day of national mourning
and prayer was nearly declared when whisky
production ground to a halt.
The next section of the Glasgow Inner Ring
Road i.e. Woodside Contract No. 2 has been out
to Tender and the successful Contractor Balfour
Beattie is likely to start after the New Year
Festivities.
Meanwhile on the top floor Jack Wood and his
small band are still, we trust, making a name for
the firm in connection with the Glasgow Trans
portation and Feasibility study reports.
The rest of the staff are now mainly concerned
with our next contract—Renfrew Motorway
Stage I. The ‘Roads Section’ are now trying to
adapt themselves to metric standards, (having
just mastered feet and inches) whereas the Struc
tures Section will now probably ‘Site Weld’
everything, including the concrete.
Sporting and Social Events
Our cricket team this year was limited to one
game at Kendal. As expected we were defeated by
a mere fifty runs, quite against the run of play?
We had an excellent day with our M.6 colleagues.
The facilities which were offered to us at the
Kendal Grammar School playing fields, inciuding
their swimming pool were ideal and after the
game we had a first class meal. We would like to
express our thanks to Lance Dodds and his
colleagues and in particular Morris Hopkins
for the superb organisation of the outing, and to
the Partners for approving our visit.
The final of the Golf Tournament—K.W.O.
G.S. QUAICH, was played at Gleneagles this
year, between Stewart McDougall (2) and Bob
Jolliffe (5). Stewart was the winner, beating Bob
by 3 and 2.
Bellisle Golf Course—Ayr was the venue for
our annual outing, better known as Willard
Dougall’s benefit day. He usually organises the
sweepstakes and then every year without fail wins
most of the prize money. Sometime we will have
to check the score cards with him!
Unfortunately, the golf team was unable to
repeat last years success in the Nidger Trophy at
PolIok Golf Club. However, an excellent day
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was had by all concerned and it should be
recorded that the team were magnificent in
defeat, especially at the 19th hole where the
natural ‘fluid swing’ possessed by our team,
became apparent as the evening wore on. Our
thanks are due to ‘Uncle Dave’ Davidson who
organised the successful days proceedings.
The next event on our social Calendar is our
Staff Dance which will be held at the Royal
Stuart Hotel, Glasgow during the festive season.
May we extend to all our colleagues in the
provinces our best wishes for Christmas and the
New Year.
HARRY MITCHELL

Nigeria
Since our last newsletter which appeared in
the 1967 Christmas Edition our Head Office has
returned to Lagos after a sojourn of 7 years in
Kaduna. The move to Kaduna in 1960 was made
in the interest of improved communications at a
time when practically all the firm’s forward work
was with the Government of the then Northern
Region or with local authorities in the North.
Our commissions at that time or shortly after
wards included road studies and subsequent
design works, the administration and supervision
of a major water supply contract designed by
London Office and the design and supervision of
large scale drainage and roadworks in the town of
Maiduguri. These were later followed by com
missions to administer and supervise, on behalf
of the Regional Government, the construction of
two roadworks contracts, one of these being the
Maiduguri Lake Chad recently completed at a
cost of £3.5m. These commissions kept the office
very busy and as they were expected to be followed
by a further and more extensive road study and
also by the construction of some if not all of the
300 plus miles of roadworks which were being
designed to contract-letting stage, the future
of the Kaduna office seemed assured when the
tragic happenings of 1966 completely changed
the outlook. Fortunately for the staff, work
continued on the contracts already under con
struction and their administration together with
the remaining design work enabled the office to
keep going at a slowly diminishing pace until the
Third Northern Study finally got under way in
July this year. The first phase of this major stuly,
which is being carried out from Kaduna Office
with Stan Greenland as Project Manager, will
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provide work for a team of twelve, including four
economists, for about a year. This is expected to
be followed by a second phase of more localized
investigation leading to the design and subsequent
construction of some 250 miles of road deemed to
be of the highest priority. This addition to our
existing “stock” of almost 400 miles of fullydesigned roadworks will permit a large-scale
programme of constructional work to be put in
hand when funds become available and we hope
that the State Governments will wish us to
administer these works on their behalf.
With the decline in status of Kaduna following
the creation of States in Nigeria, re-establishment
of our registered office in the Federal Capital of
Lagos became desirable and this was timed to
coincide with the departure of our Resident
Partner, John Gandy who left Nigeria for London
at the end of March. John’s departure and his
replacement by Pat Vulliamy who came to us via
Hong Kong, British Honduras and London was a
major event as John had spent ten years in
Nigeria and had become almost an institution
here. Some measure of his success while Managing
Partner can be gauged by the change in the
number of engineers employed by the firm in
Nigeria—these were four when John took over
the partnership and they rose to over fifty during
the peak period in 1966-67. Send-offs by Nigerian
staff to esteemed departing Britishers are not
quite what they used to be but our depleted
office staff rose to the occasion and presented
John with a magnificent costume at a “boozeup” held in his honour at one of the local hotels
where a jolly time was had by one-and-all.
Mention should also be made in this short
account of the history of Kaduna Office of
Mike Earwaker who worked closely with J.J.G.
for nine years both in the office and on contract
and who shortly afterwards followed in his wake.
We understand that Mike has recently left London
for Brunei and whilst not knowing what his
briefing is we can hazard a guess that if it is any
way connected with the properties of the local
soils any preconceived notions will come, under
severe scrutiny before Mike accepts them. Other
recent departures from Kaduna Office include
Paul Came and Chris Fink, together with Willie
Scott and George Atkinson from the Lake Chad
Road Contract. All these staff members are now
working either in London or on motorway
contracts in England and Northern Ireland.

Mr. Gandy being dressed up in
Presentation Costume
In Lagos the main job has been the reconstruc
tion of the Apapa Road/Ijora Causeway com
prising elevated roads and interchanges totalling
£9 million. Although the majority of this work is
being designed in London, the portion being
designed in Lagos together with the site super
vision keeps us fairly busy. Richard Coleman, one
of the four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, alias
our advisory staff on site, has now left and we
welcome John Henley as his replacement.
Gordon Frankland and Charley Brindley also
left Lagos recently and are now working in
Stockton and London offices respectively. Brian
Lake who joined us in January 1968 to lead the
structural section is now dealing with the design
of thirteen schools in addition to part of the
Apapa Road.
We are particularly glad to welcome back one
of our Nigerian engineers Asuquo Uwe with
whom we had lost touch and who has recently
rejoined us in Lagos from Eastern Nigeria.
PD. V./E. H .C.
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Meanwhile on the top floor Jack Wood and his
small band are still, we trust, making a name for
the firm in connection with the Glasgow Trans
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The rest of the staff are now mainly concerned
with our next contract—Renfrew Motorway
Stage I. The ‘Roads Section’ are now trying to
adapt themselves to metric standards, (having
just mastered feet and inches) whereas the Struc
tures Section will now probably ‘Site Weld’
everything, including the concrete.
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game at Kendal. As expected we were defeated by
a mere fifty runs, quite against the run of play?
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The facilities which were offered to us at the
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for the superb organisation of the outing, and to
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The final of the Golf Tournament—K.W.O.
G.S. QUAICH, was played at Gleneagles this
year, between Stewart McDougall (2) and Bob
Jolliffe (5). Stewart was the winner, beating Bob
by 3 and 2.
Bellisle Golf Course—Ayr was the venue for
our annual outing, better known as Willard
Dougall’s benefit day. He usually organises the
sweepstakes and then every year without fail wins
most of the prize money. Sometime we will have
to check the score cards with him!
Unfortunately, the golf team was unable to
repeat last years success in the Nidger Trophy at
PolIok Golf Club. However, an excellent day
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was had by all concerned and it should be
recorded that the team were magnificent in
defeat, especially at the 19th hole where the
natural ‘fluid swing’ possessed by our team,
became apparent as the evening wore on. Our
thanks are due to ‘Uncle Dave’ Davidson who
organised the successful days proceedings.
The next event on our social Calendar is our
Staff Dance which will be held at the Royal
Stuart Hotel, Glasgow during the festive season.
May we extend to all our colleagues in the
provinces our best wishes for Christmas and the
New Year.
HARRY MITCHELL
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Since our last newsletter which appeared in
the 1967 Christmas Edition our Head Office has
returned to Lagos after a sojourn of 7 years in
Kaduna. The move to Kaduna in 1960 was made
in the interest of improved communications at a
time when practically all the firm’s forward work
was with the Government of the then Northern
Region or with local authorities in the North.
Our commissions at that time or shortly after
wards included road studies and subsequent
design works, the administration and supervision
of a major water supply contract designed by
London Office and the design and supervision of
large scale drainage and roadworks in the town of
Maiduguri. These were later followed by com
missions to administer and supervise, on behalf
of the Regional Government, the construction of
two roadworks contracts, one of these being the
Maiduguri Lake Chad recently completed at a
cost of £3.5m. These commissions kept the office
very busy and as they were expected to be followed
by a further and more extensive road study and
also by the construction of some if not all of the
300 plus miles of roadworks which were being
designed to contract-letting stage, the future
of the Kaduna office seemed assured when the
tragic happenings of 1966 completely changed
the outlook. Fortunately for the staff, work
continued on the contracts already under con
struction and their administration together with
the remaining design work enabled the office to
keep going at a slowly diminishing pace until the
Third Northern Study finally got under way in
July this year. The first phase of this major stuly,
which is being carried out from Kaduna Office
with Stan Greenland as Project Manager, will
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provide work for a team of twelve, including four
economists, for about a year. This is expected to
be followed by a second phase of more localized
investigation leading to the design and subsequent
construction of some 250 miles of road deemed to
be of the highest priority. This addition to our
existing “stock” of almost 400 miles of fullydesigned roadworks will permit a large-scale
programme of constructional work to be put in
hand when funds become available and we hope
that the State Governments will wish us to
administer these works on their behalf.
With the decline in status of Kaduna following
the creation of States in Nigeria, re-establishment
of our registered office in the Federal Capital of
Lagos became desirable and this was timed to
coincide with the departure of our Resident
Partner, John Gandy who left Nigeria for London
at the end of March. John’s departure and his
replacement by Pat Vulliamy who came to us via
Hong Kong, British Honduras and London was a
major event as John had spent ten years in
Nigeria and had become almost an institution
here. Some measure of his success while Managing
Partner can be gauged by the change in the
number of engineers employed by the firm in
Nigeria—these were four when John took over
the partnership and they rose to over fifty during
the peak period in 1966-67. Send-offs by Nigerian
staff to esteemed departing Britishers are not
quite what they used to be but our depleted
office staff rose to the occasion and presented
John with a magnificent costume at a “boozeup” held in his honour at one of the local hotels
where a jolly time was had by one-and-all.
Mention should also be made in this short
account of the history of Kaduna Office of
Mike Earwaker who worked closely with J.J.G.
for nine years both in the office and on contract
and who shortly afterwards followed in his wake.
We understand that Mike has recently left London
for Brunei and whilst not knowing what his
briefing is we can hazard a guess that if it is any
way connected with the properties of the local
soils any preconceived notions will come, under
severe scrutiny before Mike accepts them. Other
recent departures from Kaduna Office include
Paul Came and Chris Fink, together with Willie
Scott and George Atkinson from the Lake Chad
Road Contract. All these staff members are now
working either in London or on motorway
contracts in England and Northern Ireland.

Mr. Gandy being dressed up in
Presentation Costume
In Lagos the main job has been the reconstruc
tion of the Apapa Road/Ijora Causeway com
prising elevated roads and interchanges totalling
£9 million. Although the majority of this work is
being designed in London, the portion being
designed in Lagos together with the site super
vision keeps us fairly busy. Richard Coleman, one
of the four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, alias
our advisory staff on site, has now left and we
welcome John Henley as his replacement.
Gordon Frankland and Charley Brindley also
left Lagos recently and are now working in
Stockton and London offices respectively. Brian
Lake who joined us in January 1968 to lead the
structural section is now dealing with the design
of thirteen schools in addition to part of the
Apapa Road.
We are particularly glad to welcome back one
of our Nigerian engineers Asuquo Uwe with
whom we had lost touch and who has recently
rejoined us in Lagos from Eastern Nigeria.
PD. V./E. H .C.
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M.6 Killington to
Tebay Section
This Contract is now just over one year old,
the other sections, being only a few months old
are very much our younger brothers. However,
after being isolated for so long, it is a relief to
catDh a glimpse of Sections 2 and 4 and to know
that at least we’re in the right valley.
To the amazement of all concerned, and the
jealousy of London Office, we enjoyed one of the
best Summers for many years here in Westmor
land, and this was naturally accompanied by
feverish activity on the site. Nightshift on the
earthworks continued throughout the Summer,
which although a strain in many respects on
those Engineers unfortunate enough to be
involved, had its novel compensations. Full use,
for instance, could be made of the “surprise”
element, so very useful when on the supervisory
staff.
In connection with supervision, all A.R.E.’s
would do well to follow the advice of one senior
engineer on how to behave when approached by a
contractor’s man. It is inevitable, on a contract of
this magnitude that there is some confusion as to
“who’s who”. Therefore, when approached and
asked an innocent question such as “Are you the

foreman, Mate?”, one should reply with the bland
answer “Why?”. This often produces fascinating
information about errors or omissions, or if one
is fortunate, you will receive a stream of con
fidential and heartfelt invective about your
colleagues or even yourself.
“B” fill continues to be regarded with a mixture
of awe and scepticism. The writer of the newsletter
in the previous issue of PONTIFACT suggested the
reason why the safety helments have no chin
strap, viz., to act as a marker to show where the
Engineer went down in the “B” fill. Sitting on a
shelf in the R.E.’s Office there is a long line of
recently “soiled” helmets. A relic, perhaps of the
Partners’ last visit?
The structures continue to rise, the majority
now being well above foundation level and in a
number of cases beam placing and deck con
struction are well advanced. Perhaps the most
dramatic sight to date is the scaffolding which
supports the staging for the formwork to the
hammerhead at Borrowbeck Viaduct. This
scaffolding alone dwarfs the sandstone railway
viaduct alongside, while a little further upstream,
Borrowdale Bridge, with its post-tensioned deck,
curved in both plan and elevation, is nearing
completion. In the south section of the Contract,
a side road has been temporarily diverted over
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the partially completed Grayrigg Railway Bridge,
which becomes the first structure on the Contract
to be used by the public.
Towards the end of October the first “black
top” was laid, and although only a side road, it
could well be said that this marks the “end of the
beginning”. The Contractor intends to use it as a
haul road which means it will soon disappear
under the inevitable layers of true Westmorland
“muck”. No doubt we shall soon hear, renewed
and redoubled, the now familiar cries of “Mud
on the Road!”
Staff changes, births, marriages and engage
ments are too numerous to record here, as indeed
are the “celebrations” of such events. A splendid
venue for these occasions has been found, and
many a tale concerning the place circulates
through the site, none of which could possibly
be repeated here.
Staff movements (not to be confused with staff
changes) occur with bewildering rapidity, and the
strategy behind then leads us to believe that the
R.E. must recently have been reading Monty’s
Memoirs. Apart from juggling with nightshift
rotas and earthworks quantities, “instant”
redeployment occurs every time the 71 RB takes
to the haul road, and even the slickest of the
Contractor’s General Foremen can guarantee
that not more than one load of fill can be tipped
without the appearance of a smiling inspector or
fully instrumented A.R.E. Such is the speed and
skill with which these manipulations are under
taken that one feels that “Tactical Warfare”
would be a useful fireside study this winter.
The writer must close now as the 71 RB has
just trundled past the window, obviously making
for yet another blasted site.
Love 4
Easy I—Victor 2!

M.6 Carnforth
to Farleton Section
Somewhat contrary to the optimism expressed
in the last issue, Section 1 did not leap off to the
flying start envisaged.
The mid year sweat so readily forecast was duly
produced, but became the anxious perspiration
of prodigious efforts to get off the mark rather
than that occasioned by activity on site.
The move to site was made on August 9th.
Made moreover without the encouraging presence
Nightshift Rockcut at Dillicar
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of Stuart McNee the C.R.E. who was on leave on
our “D” day. However, the “Sealed orders” left
by him were more than sufficient to enable
everyone to cope. “Operation success” truly
describes our actual movement, for added to
much enthusiasm, the day was bright and sunny.
It was only after our arrival that demon snag
appeared.
A pre-move visit had been made ensuring that
essential structures, carpentry, lino and so on
were in situ whilst an impressive collection of
necessary furniture was accumulated in our
“Conference Room”.
During the first few days our actual experience
almost beggers description. For example, upon a
day of high winds and torrential rain the wall of
one office giving on to the outer world was
removed in order to bring in a recalcitrant safe.
The unfortunate occupant fled when the clay
porridge on the floor exceeded two inches in
depth with the liquifying element descending
through the roof so much increasing its fluidity as
to become unbearable.
The foregoing should not be taken as an adverse
comment on the weather in general. Indeed we
have enjoyed long spells of fine weather much
envied by those further South, our summer in
these parts having been exceedingly good. One
imagines this weather to be such as Contractors
would wish and it is to be hoped that due
advantage was taken—yet doubt on this score
appears to linger.
When the fine weather suffered a temporary
break the local marsh became a lake and instead
of “A partridge in a pear tree”, “Seventeen swans
were there to see”. Their gracefLilly bending necks
indicated full approval of the work proceeding.
A party jointly sponsored by the Contractors
and ourselves was held on October 8th, the clans
gathering at the Windermere Hydro. The affair
was greatly enjoyed if Section 1 is a criterion.
Particular appreciation was experienced and
expressed re the attendance of Esquires E.O.
Measor, J. K. M. Henry, J. F. Lindsay, G. Forrest,
G. Walker and J. Cocksedge from Head
Office, London. We beg to express the hope that
their own reactions were such as to create an
intention of an early repeat visit.
Valerie Woodbridge our telephonist became
Mrs. Gott on October 5th. All Sections joined in
expressing their warm congratulations by the
gift of blankets and sheets. Another occasion of
like importance is in the offing, but at the
moment dates and details are veiled in secrecy
only to be revealed by future events.
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that at least we’re in the right valley.
To the amazement of all concerned, and the
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this magnitude that there is some confusion as to
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The structures continue to rise, the majority
now being well above foundation level and in a
number of cases beam placing and deck con
struction are well advanced. Perhaps the most
dramatic sight to date is the scaffolding which
supports the staging for the formwork to the
hammerhead at Borrowbeck Viaduct. This
scaffolding alone dwarfs the sandstone railway
viaduct alongside, while a little further upstream,
Borrowdale Bridge, with its post-tensioned deck,
curved in both plan and elevation, is nearing
completion. In the south section of the Contract,
a side road has been temporarily diverted over
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top” was laid, and although only a side road, it
could well be said that this marks the “end of the
beginning”. The Contractor intends to use it as a
haul road which means it will soon disappear
under the inevitable layers of true Westmorland
“muck”. No doubt we shall soon hear, renewed
and redoubled, the now familiar cries of “Mud
on the Road!”
Staff changes, births, marriages and engage
ments are too numerous to record here, as indeed
are the “celebrations” of such events. A splendid
venue for these occasions has been found, and
many a tale concerning the place circulates
through the site, none of which could possibly
be repeated here.
Staff movements (not to be confused with staff
changes) occur with bewildering rapidity, and the
strategy behind then leads us to believe that the
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to the haul road, and even the slickest of the
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that not more than one load of fill can be tipped
without the appearance of a smiling inspector or
fully instrumented A.R.E. Such is the speed and
skill with which these manipulations are under
taken that one feels that “Tactical Warfare”
would be a useful fireside study this winter.
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just trundled past the window, obviously making
for yet another blasted site.
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than that occasioned by activity on site.
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Made moreover without the encouraging presence
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of Stuart McNee the C.R.E. who was on leave on
our “D” day. However, the “Sealed orders” left
by him were more than sufficient to enable
everyone to cope. “Operation success” truly
describes our actual movement, for added to
much enthusiasm, the day was bright and sunny.
It was only after our arrival that demon snag
appeared.
A pre-move visit had been made ensuring that
essential structures, carpentry, lino and so on
were in situ whilst an impressive collection of
necessary furniture was accumulated in our
“Conference Room”.
During the first few days our actual experience
almost beggers description. For example, upon a
day of high winds and torrential rain the wall of
one office giving on to the outer world was
removed in order to bring in a recalcitrant safe.
The unfortunate occupant fled when the clay
porridge on the floor exceeded two inches in
depth with the liquifying element descending
through the roof so much increasing its fluidity as
to become unbearable.
The foregoing should not be taken as an adverse
comment on the weather in general. Indeed we
have enjoyed long spells of fine weather much
envied by those further South, our summer in
these parts having been exceedingly good. One
imagines this weather to be such as Contractors
would wish and it is to be hoped that due
advantage was taken—yet doubt on this score
appears to linger.
When the fine weather suffered a temporary
break the local marsh became a lake and instead
of “A partridge in a pear tree”, “Seventeen swans
were there to see”. Their gracefLilly bending necks
indicated full approval of the work proceeding.
A party jointly sponsored by the Contractors
and ourselves was held on October 8th, the clans
gathering at the Windermere Hydro. The affair
was greatly enjoyed if Section 1 is a criterion.
Particular appreciation was experienced and
expressed re the attendance of Esquires E.O.
Measor, J. K. M. Henry, J. F. Lindsay, G. Forrest,
G. Walker and J. Cocksedge from Head
Office, London. We beg to express the hope that
their own reactions were such as to create an
intention of an early repeat visit.
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36

PONTIFACT No. 20

It is hoped that future bulletins may contain
more informative remarks re our objective, the
progress and completion of the Carnforth to
Farleton Section of Motorway M6.
C.

WALTON

Kendal Cricket
It is with regret I have to report that this
summer the familiar rural spectacle of white
flannelled Gentlemen pursuing the art of cricket
retreated from the scene and the sound of ball on
willow became, at best, intermittent.
in their place numerous other players took the
field, in fairness, uniformed, but bearing on their
jackets a hotchpotch of names: LAING, Jock,
Fred, and FRENCH to name a few.
Gone were the gaily coloured caps boasting
past allegiance to the school eleven only to be
replaced by helmets harshly coloured and
appearing more suitable for battle. I remain
puzzled by the headgear, it is inconceivable that
it could be for protection, for a ball was never
to be seen.
No stumps appeared, but in their place a vast
disarray of multi-coloured wickets, some formed
with a single stump presenting a T in shape,
others having a second stump, but carelessly
pitched with the bails never horizontal!
Occasionally a wicket-keeper crouched behind
the stumps squinting at the other end, as if
hopeful for the emergence of bowler and batsman,
but without reward. Regrettably the lonely
“keeper”, g.f. they called him, was sometimes seen
to throw his arms to the skies and trample down
the wicket in sheer dismay.
As I have hinted a batsman never appeared.
The younger players sometimes taking the field
equipped with an unfamiliar tripod and telescope
would elaborately take guard and then in
anticlimax appear content to do no more than
view the boundary. W.G. would have wept.
As to the purpose or rules of this game I am
utterly at a loss. A single pattern emerged froni
the Resident Engineer’s eleven. They occupied
much of the season vigorously chasing their
opponents belligerently waving a red volume
called “Specification”. I could not share thir
excitement for this work, which has little to
commend it.
Rumour has it that the series ended un
interestingly drawn, but Gentlemen this just
wasn’t cricket!
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Season’s Results

London

S.W.K.P. (Kendal) 146 v S.W.K.P. (Glasgow) 68
E. Farrell 30,
M. Kennedy—6 for 33.
J. Newton 21
J. Wood—5 for 40.

There is a noticeable gloom in the London
office at the time of writing this newsletter. With
the introduction of British Standard time we find
ourselves getting out of bed in the dead of night
and this following a terrible Summer with rain
and still more rain. Our restaurants are over
crowded with Christmas shoppers and our
journey home each evening becoming a battle
to even enter the flow of people along the Oxford
Street pavements. Added to all this we have, just
five weeks before Christmas, yet another squeeze
on our spending power thanks to the Government.
The next circular within the Firm for an overseas
appointment will most certainly form yet further
congestion, this time within the Firm as the
corridor outside Mr. Bennett’s office becomes
crowded with applicants to fill the post.
There is one thing however we in London have
not yet had restricted and that is mating and we
congratulate the following girls on winning the
first leg to the altar. Geraldine Knight to Laurence
Davies (Geraldine is Mr. William’s Secretary),
and Gita Barford to William Kemp. Well done
girls.
To those for whom the bell has tolled. On the
31st August, Jean Boult to Arthur White, David
Hitchings to Rosalind Goddard and Barrie Curtis
to Rosemary Knight, on the 28th September,
Roger Kingstone to Rosaline Turtle on the
12th October, Mike Elliott to Linda Freeman and
Adrian Judge to Rosemary (sorry we don’t
know your maiden name, Rosemary) and finally
on the 2nd November, David Lewis to Anne
Catchside.
And just to prove that marriage has its moments
we congratulate the following on additions to the
family. Daughters to Tim and Mary Morley—
Nicola Susie Gray, Paul and Pennie Came—
Fiona Caroline, Ted and Janet Lyons—Ruth and
to David and Christine Blythe—Gillian. The
only son reported is to Terry and Brenda
Whybrow—Peter James. Four girls, one boy, if
that’s the pattern for the future Peter’s in for a
hell of a time, or is he!!!
Becoming quite a regular item in the newsletter
are the long service presentations. The following
members of the Firm completed 10 years’ service
during 1968. Miss I. C. Burleigh, R. A. Evans,
A. B. Finigan, P. M. Halls, D. L. Ings, H. P.
Pooley and N. A. Wilson.
A section within the Firm under Mr. Innes and
John Swift was rapidly set up during August!
September to prepare a report on the Whitehall
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v Hawkshead. 130.

S.W.K.P. 115
Hunter 65.

v Sedgwick.—118 for 9.
D. Hight—5 for 31.

S.W.K.P. 51.

v ‘K’ Shoes. 70
D. Hight—6 for 8.
A “mention in despatches” for Joe Atkinson,
whose umpiring was greatly appreciated.
B. J.

HUNTER

Paper on the M.6 Motorway
The North-Western Association of the Institu
tion of Civil Engineers invited the Firm to
present a paper on the design of the motorway in
the Autumn of 1968, when work had started on
all sections.
A paper on the selection of the route had
previously been presented by Mr. Henry to the
Fifth World Meeting of International Road
Federation; the paper therefore was required to
cover the subsequent work on the treatment and
detailed design, and after completion of the
project, a third paper would follow dealing with
the actual construction.
The design paper entitled “Design of Lancaster
to Penrith Section of Motorway” was prepared by
Peter Knowles, Stuart McNee and Peter Halls,
who dealt respectively with the description of
route and general treatment, the design of
roadworks, and the design of structures.
It was presented in the largest halt available at
the new Lancaster University on the 25th
September, and was attended by record numbers,
sonie of whom had to sit in the aisles. Generous
use was made of slides showing aerial photo
graphy of the route, a plot of the layout to a 2J
inch scale and sketches showing important
features of the design.
The event was well supported by a contingent
from London Office, headed by Mr. Henry
whose presence at question time was appreciated
by the panel of authors who were able to divert
some of the questions to the floor of the house!
A memorable evening concluded with a dinner
attended by the London Party, the authors and
distinguished guests.

—

Redevelopment schemes from the point of view of
Road Planning. A team of eight people drawn
from Glasgow, Kendal, Nigeria and of course
Head office commenced a very tight programme
of phased reports required in October (and sent
on time) December and finally Marco 1959.
We hear that Ted Hart is this years Captain of
the Old Freemans (City of London Freernans
School, Old Boys) and centre threequarter and
that John Bruce who recently joined us from
Glasgow is singing with the New Philharrnonia
Chorus and apeared recently at the Royal
Festival Hall and Fairfield Hall, Croydon.
Don Sutton-Mattocks known to many of the
staff at home and abroad left the firm in September
to emigrate to Australia but no word has yet
been heard from him.
Congratulations to the following on their
professional successes. John Sims on being elected
MICE, and to David Blythe A.M.l.Struct.E.
Jim Cocksedge visited Madrid during October
to attend the International Symposium on Rock
Mechanics the Symposium being devoted to the
“Determination of the Properties of Rock
Masses in Foundations and Observation of their
Behaviour”. Other travellers within the Firm
were A. S. McDermott who also visited Madrid,
Don Dudeney to Amman and Ron Bowbelski to
Lagos.
THE LoNDoN LIGHTS

British Honduras
We are now about halfway through our stay in
Central America. This means of course that we
are adjusted to the peculiarities of the country and
think nothing of doing things we wouldn’t
consider doing back home. We lock up our
silver, boil our water, rush to the site shop when
word gets round that cabbages and lettuces are
on sale, sometimes carry two spare tyres, read
avidly magazines and newspapers even though
months old, and go 50 miles or more to tea.
Although this shows that we are gradually
becoming natives of Belize, we are here in fact to
help the Belizeans to change their way of life.
We are trying to create a New Capital in 2
years which in already developed countries has
taken anything up to 100 years. As a visitor to the
site recently put it “add water and stir!”, in the
age of instant everything.
After a slow start much of the building work is
now emerging out of the ground. Unfortunately
the jungle, once cleared, is doing the same—it
grows about one foot per month. However by
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It is hoped that future bulletins may contain
more informative remarks re our objective, the
progress and completion of the Carnforth to
Farleton Section of Motorway M6.
C.

WALTON
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disarray of multi-coloured wickets, some formed
with a single stump presenting a T in shape,
others having a second stump, but carelessly
pitched with the bails never horizontal!
Occasionally a wicket-keeper crouched behind
the stumps squinting at the other end, as if
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called “Specification”. I could not share thir
excitement for this work, which has little to
commend it.
Rumour has it that the series ended un
interestingly drawn, but Gentlemen this just
wasn’t cricket!
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standing on top of the elevated water tower (or
the VHF mast as the Resident Architect, Mr.
Hartley frequently does) it is possible to see at
one sweeping glance the new city being created.
About 100 of the 500 or so houses already
completed are occupied by site staff and part of the
labour force of over 1000. The public buildings are
beginning to dominate the site, particularly the
Legislature and Government Office Blocks. The
schools, hospital, magistrates court, G.P.O.,
market and police H.Q. are coming along and
work begins soon on the power station and
P.W.D. H.Q. Construction of roads, surface
water drainage, foul sewers, sewage disposal
works and water treatment works is slowly
progressing. The reservoir awaits its roof while
the river intake structure awaits its bottom.
Several flash floods in the Belize River have
delayed the intake work, the last flood but one
being due to Gladys.
Gladys appeared a few hundred miles off the
Belize coast at the beginning of October as a
tropical depression and intensified to a hurricane,
travelling north to Florida and the North Atlantic.
We had several days of full overcast weather
accompanied by tremendous downpours and
thunderstroms. The winds changed from East to
West as the extremities of the anticlockwise
circulation of Gladys, covering hundreds of miles,
entered and left Belize. We are hoping that
Hannah, Ingrid, Janet, Katy, Lila, Molly, Nita,
Odette, Paula, Roxie, Stella, Trudy, Vesta and
Wesley (the names of the next hurricanes) do not
appear before the end of the “season” in midNovember.
Paul Christopher is well again after his illness,
he still keeps us supplied with “Daily Telegraphs”
and his output of drawings is prodigious.
Paul’s administration of the site transport is very
apt because we certainly need the protection of
the patron saint of travellers around here!
David Flavell has been to Merida with his
family at least twice this year (I hope to go one
day to find out what is there); his punt with
outboard motor has been laid up recently due to
the contrariness of the Belize River, while Ann
Flavell’s kindergaten school is flourishing.
Bill and Mary Wyley celebrated their first
wedding anniversary by going to Jamaica for a
brief respite. A hardly credible story starts with
Mary driving 20 miles with two ladies, a screaming
girl, two dogs, a sick cat and a swearing parrot,
but it becomes too complicated to continue. Bill
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shot a wild cat up a pole outside his house
recently, firing through the flyscreen in his
pyjamas (the flyscreen is actually on the window).
Molly and Van Aswegen went on U.K. leave
mid-September via QE1, discovering that there
were several “final” crossings after theirs before
the ship was exported.
Bob Franklin was glad to meet Mr. Spencer
who visited the New Capital Site at the end of
September. Bob’s pipe (he is Inspector of Pipes)
had broken and Mr. Spencer took it back to
London where a replacement was gladly given.
We have assumed that the new pipe is termite
proof. Bob’s interest in and knowledge of stamps
is vast. He possesses one of the few sets of the
famous Anguilla overprints.

Ray Taylor (Inspector of Works)joined us from
Belize International Airport contract on 8th
October and has settled down very well. I gather
that he knew the present Contractor’s Project
Manager 30 years ago, since when their respective
paths have obviously diverged—sic transit
theodol ite!
The writer survived a car accident on 2nd
September, but the car didn’t! The full impact of
how heavy steel reinforcement is has now been
appreciated! My only animal stories this time
concern firstly catching a tarantula spider about
8 in. across alive and presenting it to the Resident
Quantity Surveyor for his mother-in-law. Un
fortunately his maid put it in the dustbin.
Secondly L saw recently a puma not far from the
site; this cat incidentally figures on the five
dollar stamp of the new definitive issue comprising
12 stamps. Also, I believe I hold the record in
having to use four jacks to change one wheel!
Jean Bird now works in Belize City as a Govern
ment Medical Officer.
Weather continues to enliven our stay here—
the tremendous thunderstorms of July and
August caused disruption of telephone and power
lines. I regretted siting my office nearest to the
VHF mast, which has received several direct
hits by lightning. Who said light travels faster
than sound?!
A cave was discovered recently about 15 nli!es
from the site, filled with Maya ceramic ware and
with a skeleton. The cave had evidently not been
entered for over 1000 years since this gentleman
moved in and we are all speculating on the
possibility of finding other caves.
No one has yet seen a manned satellite over the
site but I expect this situation to change when the
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swimming pool is brought in use again. One of
the U.S. Echo satellites was spotted over Site I
a while ago by one of our maids and we also had
a partial eclipse of the moon recently. We also
experienced recently some moderate earth
tremors.
Mr. Powter visited us at the end of June and
we were all interested to hear the London Office
news first hand.
A letter from Head Office contained the follow
ing extract “the only comment which we would
make is that the building of the market and the
hospital mortuary should be co-ordinated”.
The only comment which I would make is that
although the food here is a little different, it is not
that bad!
All of us here wish all of you a Happy Christ
mas and successful New Year.
ERIK BIRD

Tanzania
An effort has been made to make this Tanzania
News Letter a bumper news letter due to the fact
that since you last heard from us there have been
many comings and goings and much has been
happening.
We feel that first place should be given to
Donna Sayer, and we congratulate Jennie and
Lawrence Sayer on a very beautiful daughter.
Tim Sinclair joined the Moshi staff from London
office on the 1st April and completed his duties
in the office at the beginning of October. The last
we heard of him he had gone to spend his leave
with his brother (who is working in Tanzania
with the African Wild Life School) shooting
tranquilizer darts at buffalo on the Serrengetti
Plains. He is due to arrive in London office on
the 4th November. In April, Roy Burley pro
ceeded on leave for approximately six weeks and
a few days after his departure to England the
office exploded and Moshi rocked with the news
that he was returning with a bride. We all
waited with anticipation for the date of their
return from leave and we were very happy to
welcome Marie to Moshi. Marie has now got
used to being a more or less weekend wife as
Roy spends most of his time down on the
Chalinze-Segera Road or in Malawi. Bill and
Judith Turner left Same to return to the U.K. at
the completion of his contract. We understand
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that Bill has returned to his previous employers,
Messrs. Sandberg and is now in some part of
South West England. Nigel Birch left Tanzania
on the 1st May and he intended his return journey
to be by devious routes. As we have not heard
from him yet we are wondering if he is still
reclining in the Suez Canal area. Terry Kilbride
has been in Tanzania since the 20th July, 1966,
but his wife Peggy was unable to join him due
to having undergone a serious operation. How
ever, we were very pleased to welcome her to
Tanzania when the arrived on the 20th January,
1968, but unfortunately her duties to an aged
mother called her back to the U.K. on the 20th
July, 1968, a rather short stay but we are given to
understand it has been an enjoyable one.

Tanzania, during 1968 has had the wettest
and muddiest year for years. At Manga (the
camp site on the Chalinze-Segera Road) the
March rainfall (19.5 inches) was four times the
average recorded over the last third of a century.
Flooded roads and washed away bridges became
the order of the day, and needless to say, work on
the Chalinze-Segera Road construction did not
progress as planned. However, work is progress
ing very well at the moment and the estimated
completion of the job should be about the end of
March, 1969. It is remoured that Terry Kilbride
is now a flourishing turkey farmer and Bill
Watson has taken to ducks. Fay Watson has
returned to her past profession of teaching but
unfortunately the number of pupils in her school
total one being Erland her son who is now five
years old. The Mckenna family paid a short
visit to Moshi recently and we are pleased to
say that the news they awaited proved positive.
They are expecting their second child in January.
They have one daughter, Yvonne, who has grown
tremendously since her arrival here one year ago.
Joan and Yvonne are leaving Tanzania for the
U.K. on the 31st October. John will have com
pleted his two year tour at the beginning of
December and he will then be returning to the
U.K. to join his family. From information re
ceived he is planning on joining his father-in-law
in the business world. Derrick Smith has now
been with us for over two years and he is taking
his
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from him yet we are wondering if he is still
reclining in the Suez Canal area. Terry Kilbride
has been in Tanzania since the 20th July, 1966,
but his wife Peggy was unable to join him due
to having undergone a serious operation. How
ever, we were very pleased to welcome her to
Tanzania when the arrived on the 20th January,
1968, but unfortunately her duties to an aged
mother called her back to the U.K. on the 20th
July, 1968, a rather short stay but we are given to
understand it has been an enjoyable one.

Tanzania, during 1968 has had the wettest
and muddiest year for years. At Manga (the
camp site on the Chalinze-Segera Road) the
March rainfall (19.5 inches) was four times the
average recorded over the last third of a century.
Flooded roads and washed away bridges became
the order of the day, and needless to say, work on
the Chalinze-Segera Road construction did not
progress as planned. However, work is progress
ing very well at the moment and the estimated
completion of the job should be about the end of
March, 1969. It is remoured that Terry Kilbride
is now a flourishing turkey farmer and Bill
Watson has taken to ducks. Fay Watson has
returned to her past profession of teaching but
unfortunately the number of pupils in her school
total one being Erland her son who is now five
years old. The Mckenna family paid a short
visit to Moshi recently and we are pleased to
say that the news they awaited proved positive.
They are expecting their second child in January.
They have one daughter, Yvonne, who has grown
tremendously since her arrival here one year ago.
Joan and Yvonne are leaving Tanzania for the
U.K. on the 31st October. John will have com
pleted his two year tour at the beginning of
December and he will then be returning to the
U.K. to join his family. From information re
ceived he is planning on joining his father-in-law
in the business world. Derrick Smith has now
been with us for over two years and he is taking
his
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The Locke family is reduced to two most of
the time now as their two daughters are in board
ing school. Their eldest daughter Katherine is
now in school in England and their youngest
daughter Diane is in boarding school at Arusha
which is approximately 50 miles from Moshi.
Jim and Eillen Kelly (who are known to people
in London office and the Kendal office) joined us
from Uganda in August, 1967 and Jim was soils
engineer on the Mkumbara—Kisangiro Road
contract. His tour was completed on the 16th
September and he and Eillen returned to Scotland
for a few weeks leave. We understand that at the
end of their leave they are returning to further
employment in Uganda.
Mike Villani, who has been with us for over
two years, returned to the U.K. on the 31st
July. We understand, via bush telegraph, that he
is not enjoying being a commuter to London
office. Peter Regan who had also been with us
for over two years left us on the 31st July, 1968
to return to the U.K. via South Africa. The last
we heard of Peter was that he had decided to stay
in South Africa longer than he had previously
planned and that he is working with a firm of
Contractors in South Africa.
At Moshi, the Seales, after announcing their
imminent departure Iron Tanzania to Kaduna,
enjoyed a number of farewell dinner parties, and
then moved house twice in one month, mur
muring something about the “situation in
Nigeria”. They are now living up a barely dis
cernible track, in the midst of high concealing
maize, and after a heavy rainfall S.O.S.’s are
forthcoming to release them from their muddy
trap. However, their sense of humour is still very
great and we are all able to visit them occasionally
and share their well offered hospitality.
From January, 1968, to the completion of the
contract in July, Peter Erridge has been acting
Resident Engineer on the Mkumbara Kisangiro
Road contract. This has entailed Asse and Peter
maintaining two households, one at Same on
the site and one at Moshi, known to all as their
town and country residences. Peter has been
dividing his time between the two jobs and he has
also been producing a 16 mm film of the complete
Mkumbara Kisangiro Road contract which it is
hoped will assist in the presentation of a Paper to
the Civils at some future date.
The highlight of the year for everybody, so far,
has been the opening ceremony of the Mkumbara
Kisangiro Road, a main road 95 miles in
length forming part of the main highway con-

fleeting Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania to Nairobi in
Kenya. This 95 miles of road was completed in
two years. With a major realignment of the
existing road the actual distance was reduced by
10 miles, and with the efficient completion of the
Works by the Contractor Messrs Stirling Astaldi
(Coast) Ltd., we are very pleased to say that this
has resulted in a saving to the Client of approxi
mately £360,000.
We were very happy to welcome Mr. & Mrs. H.
Grace and Mr. & Mrs. C. M. Johnston to the
opening ceremony in July, and we were pleased to
say that they extended their stay in Tanzania for
approximately ten days. Due to other pressing
commitments, Mr. J. J. Gandy was only able to
visit us for the period of the opening ceremony.
Our one regret was the fact that due to political
difficulties our Managing Partner, Mr. P. D.
Vulliamy, had to cancel his visit at the eleventh
hour. This was a great disappointment to his
staff in Tanzania as most of us, who have yet to
have the pleasure of meeting him, were deprived
of that pleasure and to most of us he still remains
signature on the letters we receive from him.
The ceremony was performed by Vice President
Kawawa and was attended by Mr. & Mrs. Grace,
Mr. & Mrs. Johnston, Mr. Gandy and numerous
dignitaries of Tanzania. A buffet lunch reception
was held at Same, where the camp site was situ
ated, and this was attended by approximately 300
people. The Vice President was presented with
cheques, for the promotion of Technical Educa
tion in Tanzania, by Messrs. Stirling Astaldi
(Coast) Ltd., and Messrs Scott Wilson Kirk
patrick & Partners. After short speeches were
made, Dr. DeAmici presented the cheque on
behalf of Stirling Astaldi and Mr. R. C. Hedges
on behalf of Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick &
Partners. A good time was had by all and the
wine and champagne flowed freely.

—

—

—

During their visit to Tanzania, Mr. & Mrs.
Grace and Mr. & Mrs. Johnston used all available
time to visit the various game parks. Their first
visit was to the Tsavo Game Reserve which is
situated on the border of Tanzania and Kenya,
where at the famous Kilaguni Lodge the residents
are able to watch all the various animals visit the
water hole whilst sitting having dinner on the
verandah of the hotel. Their next visit was to Lake
Manyara National Park which is reputed to be
the only game park in Africa where the lions climb
the trees and lay straddled across the branches
taking their siestas after being well fed from the
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previous night’s kill. From the Lake Manyara
hotel they were able to visit Ngorongoro Crater,
one of the largest craters in Africa and teaming
with all types of wild animals. They were also very
pleased to be able to visit Olduvia Gorge now
world famous for the discoveries made there of
early man and his culture. The Gorge was
discovered accidentally by a German butterfly
collector, Professor Kattwinkel, in 1911. Dr.
Leaky, who is a friend of Mr. & Mrs. Grace, had
seen collections of fossil bones etc., from Olduvia,
in the Berlin Museum in 1931. Thereafter Dr. &
Mrs. Leaky made periodic visits to the Gorge, as
time and funds permitted. These brief visits
culminated in the discovery of the Australpithecus
(Zinjanthropus) boisei skull during 1959. The
Zinjanthropus skull was discovered by Mrs.
Leaky while searching for fossils. The massive
skull of Zinjanthropus housed a tiny brain, the
teeth suggested a vegetarian diet. Homo habilis
was short and slender, more like modern man.
Olduvia’s third Early Man, Horno erectus, had
relatives in Java and China. Dr. Leaky believes
that Homo habilis is in direct line of descent to
modern man while Zinjanthropus and Honio
erectus died out. Work has been in progress for
some years to determine the ages of the Olduvai
deposits and the lava at the bottom of the Gorge
has been dated at 1,850,000 years and the
deposits overlying the lowest site of hominid
accupation at 1,750,000 years. The Zinjanthropus
skull is now housed in the museum at Dar-es
Salaam.
After an exciting time of various parties and
visits to the game reserves we had a mass exodus
the day following the opening cereniony when life
once again resumed its normal routine.
This News letter must now end on a somewhat
sad note as the work we have in hand at the
moment is almost coming to its final completion
and with the lack of a crystal ball we are unable
to see into the future. With all this in mind it is
possible that the Moshi office may have to be
closed down in the early part of 1969. However,
this is offset by news which will be of great interest
to the older members of the Firm. We have re
opened our office in Blantyre (Malawi), where the
Firm opened their first overseas office twenty
years ago. We have been asked to locate and
design agricultural roads in the Lower River area
in Malawi and it is hoped that this work will
eventually lead to greater things in Malawi in the
near future.
We would like to conclude this News Letter by
s2nding, on behalf of the Tanzania staff, their best
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wishes for a Happy Christmas and a prosperous
New Year to all the Partners and staff of Scott
Wilson Kirkpatrick & Partners wherever they
may he.
PAMELA SEALE
EDLTH HEDGES

Brunei
Work on 44 miles of roads in Temburong
district started in July when the B S20 million
contract was awarded to Gammon South East
Asia, and we have just learned from the BBC and
the Straits Times that Costain Civil Engineering
Ltd. have been awarded the B $41 million new
airport contract. The Brunei office record to date
is: (i) all site investigation contracts finished;
(ii) over £8 million worth of major contracts in
progress: and (iii) two major roads contracts
worth £3? million yet to be let.
Office work has been slowly changing in
character and content since the start of the roads
contract, and we were thankful when Mike
Earwaker, accompanied by Rose and Ian,
arrived to be temporary R. E. Mike has now been
replaced by Mac MacK inlay, who will be moving
to Bangar soon, and Mike has changed hats to
help on the soils side in the preparation of the
Tutong roads contract. Mac, who has lived in
Brunei before, will have his endeavours in
Bangar supported by John Mushet who is fresh
from the wadis of Jordan. While waiting for the
housing in Bangar to be finished, John has been
living in Brunei Town and travelling to Bangar
in one of the three launches provided under the
contract. These launches are the only ones of their
kind in Brunei and differ considerably from
locally-made boats in that they are exceptionally
smooth, well-equipped, comfortable and fast and
are continually breaking down.
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The Locke family is reduced to two most of
the time now as their two daughters are in board
ing school. Their eldest daughter Katherine is
now in school in England and their youngest
daughter Diane is in boarding school at Arusha
which is approximately 50 miles from Moshi.
Jim and Eillen Kelly (who are known to people
in London office and the Kendal office) joined us
from Uganda in August, 1967 and Jim was soils
engineer on the Mkumbara—Kisangiro Road
contract. His tour was completed on the 16th
September and he and Eillen returned to Scotland
for a few weeks leave. We understand that at the
end of their leave they are returning to further
employment in Uganda.
Mike Villani, who has been with us for over
two years, returned to the U.K. on the 31st
July. We understand, via bush telegraph, that he
is not enjoying being a commuter to London
office. Peter Regan who had also been with us
for over two years left us on the 31st July, 1968
to return to the U.K. via South Africa. The last
we heard of Peter was that he had decided to stay
in South Africa longer than he had previously
planned and that he is working with a firm of
Contractors in South Africa.
At Moshi, the Seales, after announcing their
imminent departure Iron Tanzania to Kaduna,
enjoyed a number of farewell dinner parties, and
then moved house twice in one month, mur
muring something about the “situation in
Nigeria”. They are now living up a barely dis
cernible track, in the midst of high concealing
maize, and after a heavy rainfall S.O.S.’s are
forthcoming to release them from their muddy
trap. However, their sense of humour is still very
great and we are all able to visit them occasionally
and share their well offered hospitality.
From January, 1968, to the completion of the
contract in July, Peter Erridge has been acting
Resident Engineer on the Mkumbara Kisangiro
Road contract. This has entailed Asse and Peter
maintaining two households, one at Same on
the site and one at Moshi, known to all as their
town and country residences. Peter has been
dividing his time between the two jobs and he has
also been producing a 16 mm film of the complete
Mkumbara Kisangiro Road contract which it is
hoped will assist in the presentation of a Paper to
the Civils at some future date.
The highlight of the year for everybody, so far,
has been the opening ceremony of the Mkumbara
Kisangiro Road, a main road 95 miles in
length forming part of the main highway con-

fleeting Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania to Nairobi in
Kenya. This 95 miles of road was completed in
two years. With a major realignment of the
existing road the actual distance was reduced by
10 miles, and with the efficient completion of the
Works by the Contractor Messrs Stirling Astaldi
(Coast) Ltd., we are very pleased to say that this
has resulted in a saving to the Client of approxi
mately £360,000.
We were very happy to welcome Mr. & Mrs. H.
Grace and Mr. & Mrs. C. M. Johnston to the
opening ceremony in July, and we were pleased to
say that they extended their stay in Tanzania for
approximately ten days. Due to other pressing
commitments, Mr. J. J. Gandy was only able to
visit us for the period of the opening ceremony.
Our one regret was the fact that due to political
difficulties our Managing Partner, Mr. P. D.
Vulliamy, had to cancel his visit at the eleventh
hour. This was a great disappointment to his
staff in Tanzania as most of us, who have yet to
have the pleasure of meeting him, were deprived
of that pleasure and to most of us he still remains
signature on the letters we receive from him.
The ceremony was performed by Vice President
Kawawa and was attended by Mr. & Mrs. Grace,
Mr. & Mrs. Johnston, Mr. Gandy and numerous
dignitaries of Tanzania. A buffet lunch reception
was held at Same, where the camp site was situ
ated, and this was attended by approximately 300
people. The Vice President was presented with
cheques, for the promotion of Technical Educa
tion in Tanzania, by Messrs. Stirling Astaldi
(Coast) Ltd., and Messrs Scott Wilson Kirk
patrick & Partners. After short speeches were
made, Dr. DeAmici presented the cheque on
behalf of Stirling Astaldi and Mr. R. C. Hedges
on behalf of Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick &
Partners. A good time was had by all and the
wine and champagne flowed freely.
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During their visit to Tanzania, Mr. & Mrs.
Grace and Mr. & Mrs. Johnston used all available
time to visit the various game parks. Their first
visit was to the Tsavo Game Reserve which is
situated on the border of Tanzania and Kenya,
where at the famous Kilaguni Lodge the residents
are able to watch all the various animals visit the
water hole whilst sitting having dinner on the
verandah of the hotel. Their next visit was to Lake
Manyara National Park which is reputed to be
the only game park in Africa where the lions climb
the trees and lay straddled across the branches
taking their siestas after being well fed from the
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previous night’s kill. From the Lake Manyara
hotel they were able to visit Ngorongoro Crater,
one of the largest craters in Africa and teaming
with all types of wild animals. They were also very
pleased to be able to visit Olduvia Gorge now
world famous for the discoveries made there of
early man and his culture. The Gorge was
discovered accidentally by a German butterfly
collector, Professor Kattwinkel, in 1911. Dr.
Leaky, who is a friend of Mr. & Mrs. Grace, had
seen collections of fossil bones etc., from Olduvia,
in the Berlin Museum in 1931. Thereafter Dr. &
Mrs. Leaky made periodic visits to the Gorge, as
time and funds permitted. These brief visits
culminated in the discovery of the Australpithecus
(Zinjanthropus) boisei skull during 1959. The
Zinjanthropus skull was discovered by Mrs.
Leaky while searching for fossils. The massive
skull of Zinjanthropus housed a tiny brain, the
teeth suggested a vegetarian diet. Homo habilis
was short and slender, more like modern man.
Olduvia’s third Early Man, Horno erectus, had
relatives in Java and China. Dr. Leaky believes
that Homo habilis is in direct line of descent to
modern man while Zinjanthropus and Honio
erectus died out. Work has been in progress for
some years to determine the ages of the Olduvai
deposits and the lava at the bottom of the Gorge
has been dated at 1,850,000 years and the
deposits overlying the lowest site of hominid
accupation at 1,750,000 years. The Zinjanthropus
skull is now housed in the museum at Dar-es
Salaam.
After an exciting time of various parties and
visits to the game reserves we had a mass exodus
the day following the opening cereniony when life
once again resumed its normal routine.
This News letter must now end on a somewhat
sad note as the work we have in hand at the
moment is almost coming to its final completion
and with the lack of a crystal ball we are unable
to see into the future. With all this in mind it is
possible that the Moshi office may have to be
closed down in the early part of 1969. However,
this is offset by news which will be of great interest
to the older members of the Firm. We have re
opened our office in Blantyre (Malawi), where the
Firm opened their first overseas office twenty
years ago. We have been asked to locate and
design agricultural roads in the Lower River area
in Malawi and it is hoped that this work will
eventually lead to greater things in Malawi in the
near future.
We would like to conclude this News Letter by
s2nding, on behalf of the Tanzania staff, their best
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wishes for a Happy Christmas and a prosperous
New Year to all the Partners and staff of Scott
Wilson Kirkpatrick & Partners wherever they
may he.
PAMELA SEALE
EDLTH HEDGES

Brunei
Work on 44 miles of roads in Temburong
district started in July when the B S20 million
contract was awarded to Gammon South East
Asia, and we have just learned from the BBC and
the Straits Times that Costain Civil Engineering
Ltd. have been awarded the B $41 million new
airport contract. The Brunei office record to date
is: (i) all site investigation contracts finished;
(ii) over £8 million worth of major contracts in
progress: and (iii) two major roads contracts
worth £3? million yet to be let.
Office work has been slowly changing in
character and content since the start of the roads
contract, and we were thankful when Mike
Earwaker, accompanied by Rose and Ian,
arrived to be temporary R. E. Mike has now been
replaced by Mac MacK inlay, who will be moving
to Bangar soon, and Mike has changed hats to
help on the soils side in the preparation of the
Tutong roads contract. Mac, who has lived in
Brunei before, will have his endeavours in
Bangar supported by John Mushet who is fresh
from the wadis of Jordan. While waiting for the
housing in Bangar to be finished, John has been
living in Brunei Town and travelling to Bangar
in one of the three launches provided under the
contract. These launches are the only ones of their
kind in Brunei and differ considerably from
locally-made boats in that they are exceptionally
smooth, well-equipped, comfortable and fast and
are continually breaking down.
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the ruts leading to his house, has decided that the
journey to England should make a pleasant drive
and has resigned. He expects to take about two
months in getting home.
For those interested, the true story about John
Carsberg’s visit to Brunei with Gammon for the
Tutong site investigation contract is contained in
the following quote:
“I only left Scott Wilson to avoid being sent to
Brunei”.
Jimmy James is now back in London but while
in Hong Kong he was a regular visitor to Brunei
and never failed to answer requests for things we
couldn’t buy here. We are grateful to him and
sorry to see him go. He will be missed mainly as
an engineering Santa Claus and also for his first
class imitation of The Day of Wrath is At Hand,
as it often was. Best of luck Jimmy and welcome
Ken Phillips.
Turning now to more personal matters, Job
Lim was married in May, and a son, Sean, was
born to Tim and Cherry Conway in June. Barry
Paget, as a protest against Brunei’s crowded
beaches, bought a trimaran and he and John
Mushet have been laying a trail of empty cans
between here and Labuan on most weekends
since Barry’s return from leave. Beryl returns
from England soon and Barry has sworn us all to
secrecy about his refrigerated outriggers. (“I deny
it all”. CBP). Ronnie Lim has been showing the
locals how by reaching the finals of a chess tourna
ment. Will he win? See our next issue for the final,
thrilling episode.
The Coronation on the 1st August was a
splendid affair. The town was decorated with
bunting, arches and other finery and a royal
proclamation bade every householder give his
building a face-lift and fly the State flag. Workmen
put up wooden halls and stages on the padang,
took them down one week later and put them up
again ten feet to the right. At night the town was a
comparative blaze of light and the padang rivalled
any discotheque for vigour as a dozen native
bands and rock groups pounded their individual
beats. Go-karters took over the Piccadilly of
Brunei Town on the Sunday before the Corona
tion and local drivers almost, but not quite, held
their own against visiting experts from Singapore,
Hong Kong and the Phillipines. The Coronation
procession was very colourful but extraordinarily
quiet—no huzzahs for the Sultan as he passed in
his open coach pulled by thirty strong men, just a
sea of loyal faces and a symphony of clicks from
Japanese cameras. Apparently this is a Brunei
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custom and it is possibly more impressive than the
traditional European coronation procession.
Visitors to Brunei almost doubled the population.
Accommodation, even for heads of state, became
a serious problem and eating out a joy for namedroppers as they rubbed shoulders with and
passed salt to the visiting mighty
Brunei Town is definitely improving says one of
our haggard bachelors—a new hotel opened in
July (in time for the Coronation and the end of
water-rationing) and its bar and dining-room
have been such successes that three new restaur
ants of varying quality have also opened.
The same gentleman was also one of the first to
point out that due to a fine piece of ecumenical co
ordination Han Raya Puasa falls on Monday,
23rd December this year; this won’t startle any
body in England but will give us in Brunei six
consecutive days’ holiday. Han Raya Puasa
(Ramadhan) is a most important festival, akin to
Easter in that it depends on the rnoDn, and
Brunei Muslims devote two days to its celebra
tion: and well they might, for it marks the end of
the fasting month.
Talking about the moon, David Flint showed us
all how well he reads Zach Matthews’ articles
when he occulted Mike Earwaker by replying to a
letter that hadn’t then been written. Frustrating
to Mike as R.E., especially as he couldn’t change
the letter, but it taught him two things: not to
mutter when the Engineer is about, and how small
our office is. He has now moved to the Soils Lab
and hopes that he will never have to answer
another letter that begins:
“Dear Sir, Thank you for your mumbled
thought
We were more than pleased to be visited by Mr.
Grace at the beginning of November. Accom
panied by Mr. Elliott he interrupted his whistlestop tour of Ceylon, India and the Far East to
spend 4 days in Brunei. During this pericd he
inspected Temburong and Tutong areas in addi
tion to the airport site and our various erosion
trials. His advice and helpful criticism about these
jobs will be invaluable. The visit of two such
eminent Partners provided us with the perfect
excuse to hold a staff party. It took place at the
Muara Beach Restaurant and turned out be to a
most enjoyable evening. After ploughing through
10 courses of a Chinese style meal some members
were still able to perform on the dance floor. Mr.
Grace was kind enough to give some free lessons
in the art of using chopsticks.
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From the Brunei Office to you all, a Merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
TIM CONWAY

N. Ireland
M2: DUNSILLY TO BALLYBENTRAGH
Since our last news-letter we have enjoyed the
finest summer in Ireland for a decade, closed the
Belfast Office, and moved to the site of our first
motorway contract, a 64 mile section forming a
by-pass for the town of Antrim. Unfortunately
the Mediterranean summer is now being followed
by a return to our more usual weather and we
have the depressing sight of twelve large scrapers
standing forlornly quiescent in the pouring rain.
During our remaining months at No. 414 the
design of our third contract was completed. This
contract, you may recall from our summer
edition, is the next one due for construction and
in fact will run concurrently with our present job,
giving us a total of ten miles under way and due
for completion in the spring of 1971.
The move from the Antrim Road office was
aDcomplished with suprising ease. It was really a
case of every man for himself, the heavy stuff
being left to the expert carriers. Mike Horan
enjoyed his Guy Fawkes night rather earlier
than usual with bDnfires of superseded drawings
and rejected alternatives. The only slight technical
hitch was the fact that we had nowhere to go! We
are housed temporarily in a two-roomed section
office at the western end of the job, two offices
at the eastern end, some eight miles away along
roads becoming increasingly impassable, and
Jack Craig reigns in solitary state in an old house
due for demolition under the Contract. The
Contractor has undertaken not to push it down
with Jack inside it but has left open the question
of a claim for delay!
As the Contractor’s office is also at the western
end (and also temporary) your correspondent
finds himself in the small office there, far removed
from the cheerful company of his staff. As
compensation for this isolation he has reserved
to himself the most attractive of the typists to bear
him company.
As a consequence of our move to site, the
downward trend in our numbers has been re
versed and new faces are appearing. Gordon
Allen (an old familiar face) has returned to us

from his exciting adventures in the Six-Day
War and regales us with stories of how he was
nearly shot by both sides, the correct hand to eat
with at Arab banquets, and the proper function
of the other. Gordon has taken on the unenviable
job of Measurement Engineer and, on the
morrow of his first payment meeting with his
opposite number he appeared with a large black
eye which necessitated several stitches! His
assurances that this regrettable accident occurred
on the squash court were treated with a certain
scepticism. Willie Scott has joined us as Materials
Engineer fresh from the Maiduguiri—Lake Chad
road. His arrival gave this “old-coaster” some
nostalgic memories and the welcome news that
the Kano-Gumel road has stayed in one piece
and is carrying heavy traffic successfully. In one
bound, Willy has moved from sands with too little
moisture to clays with a great deal too much!
From Sir Lindsay Parkinsons’ we welcome Mike
Berry, whose knowledge of their methods we hope
will help to keep us one step ahead of the Con
tractor.
Jerry Kennedy has moved with us from the
completed Moneynick contract, to which he had
previously transferred from the Laghey Bridges.
He is therefore well on the way to becoming a
permanent institution with S.W.K.P. Another
ex-Laghey inspector has joined us in the person
of Jim Briggs. We welcome also Alex. O’Connell
from the Moneynick contractor and Hilary
McCrory.
The successful tenderer for Contract 412 is
John Graham (Dromore) Limited a local con
trator who has done good work on our Ml
and who is well-known to London Bridges
Section from the Laghey contract. We were
gratified to see that our estimate fell approxi
mately in the middle of the seven tenders received.
The official starting date (arranged by the
Ministry) was the 1st October which was un
fortunate in that a wonderful summer has been
lost, and it is extremely unlikely that anything
approaching it will be experienced again during
the course of the Contract.
Work on setting-out, site clearance and fencing,
however, got under way in late-July. The Con
tractor, unwilling to trust either the aerial survey
contours or our computed earthworks quantities,
is producing his own sets of cross-sections
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the ruts leading to his house, has decided that the
journey to England should make a pleasant drive
and has resigned. He expects to take about two
months in getting home.
For those interested, the true story about John
Carsberg’s visit to Brunei with Gammon for the
Tutong site investigation contract is contained in
the following quote:
“I only left Scott Wilson to avoid being sent to
Brunei”.
Jimmy James is now back in London but while
in Hong Kong he was a regular visitor to Brunei
and never failed to answer requests for things we
couldn’t buy here. We are grateful to him and
sorry to see him go. He will be missed mainly as
an engineering Santa Claus and also for his first
class imitation of The Day of Wrath is At Hand,
as it often was. Best of luck Jimmy and welcome
Ken Phillips.
Turning now to more personal matters, Job
Lim was married in May, and a son, Sean, was
born to Tim and Cherry Conway in June. Barry
Paget, as a protest against Brunei’s crowded
beaches, bought a trimaran and he and John
Mushet have been laying a trail of empty cans
between here and Labuan on most weekends
since Barry’s return from leave. Beryl returns
from England soon and Barry has sworn us all to
secrecy about his refrigerated outriggers. (“I deny
it all”. CBP). Ronnie Lim has been showing the
locals how by reaching the finals of a chess tourna
ment. Will he win? See our next issue for the final,
thrilling episode.
The Coronation on the 1st August was a
splendid affair. The town was decorated with
bunting, arches and other finery and a royal
proclamation bade every householder give his
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again ten feet to the right. At night the town was a
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their own against visiting experts from Singapore,
Hong Kong and the Phillipines. The Coronation
procession was very colourful but extraordinarily
quiet—no huzzahs for the Sultan as he passed in
his open coach pulled by thirty strong men, just a
sea of loyal faces and a symphony of clicks from
Japanese cameras. Apparently this is a Brunei
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custom and it is possibly more impressive than the
traditional European coronation procession.
Visitors to Brunei almost doubled the population.
Accommodation, even for heads of state, became
a serious problem and eating out a joy for namedroppers as they rubbed shoulders with and
passed salt to the visiting mighty
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water-rationing) and its bar and dining-room
have been such successes that three new restaur
ants of varying quality have also opened.
The same gentleman was also one of the first to
point out that due to a fine piece of ecumenical co
ordination Han Raya Puasa falls on Monday,
23rd December this year; this won’t startle any
body in England but will give us in Brunei six
consecutive days’ holiday. Han Raya Puasa
(Ramadhan) is a most important festival, akin to
Easter in that it depends on the rnoDn, and
Brunei Muslims devote two days to its celebra
tion: and well they might, for it marks the end of
the fasting month.
Talking about the moon, David Flint showed us
all how well he reads Zach Matthews’ articles
when he occulted Mike Earwaker by replying to a
letter that hadn’t then been written. Frustrating
to Mike as R.E., especially as he couldn’t change
the letter, but it taught him two things: not to
mutter when the Engineer is about, and how small
our office is. He has now moved to the Soils Lab
and hopes that he will never have to answer
another letter that begins:
“Dear Sir, Thank you for your mumbled
thought
We were more than pleased to be visited by Mr.
Grace at the beginning of November. Accom
panied by Mr. Elliott he interrupted his whistlestop tour of Ceylon, India and the Far East to
spend 4 days in Brunei. During this pericd he
inspected Temburong and Tutong areas in addi
tion to the airport site and our various erosion
trials. His advice and helpful criticism about these
jobs will be invaluable. The visit of two such
eminent Partners provided us with the perfect
excuse to hold a staff party. It took place at the
Muara Beach Restaurant and turned out be to a
most enjoyable evening. After ploughing through
10 courses of a Chinese style meal some members
were still able to perform on the dance floor. Mr.
Grace was kind enough to give some free lessons
in the art of using chopsticks.
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From the Brunei Office to you all, a Merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
TIM CONWAY

N. Ireland
M2: DUNSILLY TO BALLYBENTRAGH
Since our last news-letter we have enjoyed the
finest summer in Ireland for a decade, closed the
Belfast Office, and moved to the site of our first
motorway contract, a 64 mile section forming a
by-pass for the town of Antrim. Unfortunately
the Mediterranean summer is now being followed
by a return to our more usual weather and we
have the depressing sight of twelve large scrapers
standing forlornly quiescent in the pouring rain.
During our remaining months at No. 414 the
design of our third contract was completed. This
contract, you may recall from our summer
edition, is the next one due for construction and
in fact will run concurrently with our present job,
giving us a total of ten miles under way and due
for completion in the spring of 1971.
The move from the Antrim Road office was
aDcomplished with suprising ease. It was really a
case of every man for himself, the heavy stuff
being left to the expert carriers. Mike Horan
enjoyed his Guy Fawkes night rather earlier
than usual with bDnfires of superseded drawings
and rejected alternatives. The only slight technical
hitch was the fact that we had nowhere to go! We
are housed temporarily in a two-roomed section
office at the western end of the job, two offices
at the eastern end, some eight miles away along
roads becoming increasingly impassable, and
Jack Craig reigns in solitary state in an old house
due for demolition under the Contract. The
Contractor has undertaken not to push it down
with Jack inside it but has left open the question
of a claim for delay!
As the Contractor’s office is also at the western
end (and also temporary) your correspondent
finds himself in the small office there, far removed
from the cheerful company of his staff. As
compensation for this isolation he has reserved
to himself the most attractive of the typists to bear
him company.
As a consequence of our move to site, the
downward trend in our numbers has been re
versed and new faces are appearing. Gordon
Allen (an old familiar face) has returned to us

from his exciting adventures in the Six-Day
War and regales us with stories of how he was
nearly shot by both sides, the correct hand to eat
with at Arab banquets, and the proper function
of the other. Gordon has taken on the unenviable
job of Measurement Engineer and, on the
morrow of his first payment meeting with his
opposite number he appeared with a large black
eye which necessitated several stitches! His
assurances that this regrettable accident occurred
on the squash court were treated with a certain
scepticism. Willie Scott has joined us as Materials
Engineer fresh from the Maiduguiri—Lake Chad
road. His arrival gave this “old-coaster” some
nostalgic memories and the welcome news that
the Kano-Gumel road has stayed in one piece
and is carrying heavy traffic successfully. In one
bound, Willy has moved from sands with too little
moisture to clays with a great deal too much!
From Sir Lindsay Parkinsons’ we welcome Mike
Berry, whose knowledge of their methods we hope
will help to keep us one step ahead of the Con
tractor.
Jerry Kennedy has moved with us from the
completed Moneynick contract, to which he had
previously transferred from the Laghey Bridges.
He is therefore well on the way to becoming a
permanent institution with S.W.K.P. Another
ex-Laghey inspector has joined us in the person
of Jim Briggs. We welcome also Alex. O’Connell
from the Moneynick contractor and Hilary
McCrory.
The successful tenderer for Contract 412 is
John Graham (Dromore) Limited a local con
trator who has done good work on our Ml
and who is well-known to London Bridges
Section from the Laghey contract. We were
gratified to see that our estimate fell approxi
mately in the middle of the seven tenders received.
The official starting date (arranged by the
Ministry) was the 1st October which was un
fortunate in that a wonderful summer has been
lost, and it is extremely unlikely that anything
approaching it will be experienced again during
the course of the Contract.
Work on setting-out, site clearance and fencing,
however, got under way in late-July. The Con
tractor, unwilling to trust either the aerial survey
contours or our computed earthworks quantities,
is producing his own sets of cross-sections
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the day has not yet arrived when contractors can
be handed a computer print-out in lieu of the
old-fashioned sheet of cross-sections.
The permanent motorway fencing is going up
at the outset of the Contract along the entire
length of the motorway and, looking along the
posts and rails now marching across the country
side, it is not diffiDult to visualise the completed
carriageways running between them.
An important task which has occupied a large
proportion of our work to date has been the
widening and strengthening of haul roads
leading to the Site, a chore which we hope will
serve to maintain our good relations with the
County Surveyor.
With the advent of what is showing all the signs
of being a rough winter, the work for some
months to come will probably be confined to
drainage and structural works necessary to
enable earthworks to get off to a good start at the
first sign offine weather next spring. The pleasantly
named Paradise Walk however will very shortly
resound to the noise of rock-blasting as work
begins on removing the quarter million or so
cubic yards of this useful material.
After our long and frustrating sojourn on
design we are extremely glad to be on site and
look forward to seeing our drawings translated
into hard fact on the ground. Let us hope that this
initial enthusiasm will carry us cheerfully
through all that the next 30 months may bring.
TERRY MCDOWELL

Jordan
Those of you who sit in the corner of a drawing
office and miraculously manage to finish the
Daily Telegraph crossword before the morning
coffee break, may, in so doing, have happened to
notice the back page headlines. There, to the
left of the clues, you might have read a little of
what’s happening in Jordan. This report, I expect,
will similarly leave you none the wiser.
After the war in June ‘67 work continued quite
peacefully on the Safi/Aqaba Highway until at
the beginning of the year Israeli reprisals for Arab
Commando raids began to occur south of the
Dead Sea. Border incidents became quite frequent,
not only in the north of the Wadi Araba, but also
in the south towards Aqaba.
In one of these incidents our Jordanian
surveyor Mr. Mahmoud Harnid had a lucky

escape when he was taken up in an Israeli
helicopter and threatened with a free fall if he
didn’t answer all their questions. His driver,
unfortunately, was badly injured when their
Landrover was fired on, but is now making a
satisfactory recovery.
The immediate result of this incident was a
strong protest to the Israeli Authorities by
SWKP and the French Contractors. Our Land
rovers which had previously been of a similar
colour to those used by the Jordanian Army
were repainted in Post Olhce Red with red, white
and blue stripes on the bonnet. This appears to
have had the desired effect for we have not been
troubled since.
However, road construction has been confined
to the southern forty-five kilometres. The
Contractors have moved their camp from the
desert to Aqaba, and none of us has ventured into
the northern area since May.
In the meantime, work has started on a
twenty-five kilometre realignment of the main
Aqaba/Amman road through the Wadi Yutuni,
just north of Aqaba. This work is considered an
extension of the main contract and consequently
we are supervising construction. The present
section of road, characterised by numerous Irish
Bridges becomes completely impassable during
floods, and the realignment takes the road up
onto some impressive granite terraces bordering
the Wadi. it is expected that this work will be
finished by next April before which time it is
hoped to continue on the Safi/Aqaba Highway.
In April we said farewell to Andy Kellarn and
his wife. Andy, who came to know the Wadi
Araba like one of the local bedouins has returned
to Kendal. John Mushet and his wife left us in
June and will no doubt find the jungle of Brunei
a distant cry from the sands of Jordan. Wally
Perris and his wife arrived in June. Wally,
although a newcomer to SWKP, is no newcomer
to Jordan having spent a couple of years building
dams in the mountains on the east bank of the
River Jordan. He has become SWKP’s “clair
voyant” and puts considerable fear into the camp
inhabitants with his predictions. However, he is
still unable to forecast accurately the Contractors’
programme for the forthcoming week.
Gordon Allen returned to Belfast in June but
not before Neil Allen, from Iondon Office,
arrived to keep the flag flying. Wally Steele came
to us from Antigua to take up the duties of l.O.W.
on the Wadi Yutum Contract, and finally in
September the reshuffle was completed with the
departure of (G.B.) George Brandon and family.
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George, one of the last of the true British Bulldogs,
will no doubt be well established by now in the
London Office “Lunchtime O’Booze” set.
Congratulations are in order to George and
Marian Brandon on the birth of a son (actually
born on site); and to Husam and Rawda Hudhud
also on the birth of a son.
In July we were presented to His Majesty King
Hussein of Jordan during his official visit to
Aqaba. Several of the Contractor’s Engineers
went along also and we all dressed in a manner
suitable for the occasion. The amusing part was
not the mothball scented, horizontally creased
suits but more the variety of styles. The French
arrived looking superbly dapper but it was a
Welshman who really stole the scene with his
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1920’s double breasted, maxi-trousered creation.
Perhaps someone should tell him
Now that the summer is over and the tem
peratures have dropped to a pleasant 85SF we
can now enjoy laying on the beach on our day off.
Mike Shalders and Neil Allen have recently
purchased a “Mirror Class” dinghy and have
begun practising sea shanties for next year’s
“Golden Globe”.
It is hoped that we shall be able to report on
continued activity on the Safi/Aqaba Highway in
the next issue. However, in the meantime, we
would all like to take this opportunity of wishing
our friends in England and abroad sincere best
wishes for Christnias and 1969.
.

NE[L ALLEN

Weddings
Saturday 31st August, 1968 will remain a
noteworthy day in the memories of many people
because it was the first”new pattern” August Bank
Holiday; in the memories of others it will have a
two-fold claim to “memory” as it was the wedding
day of Jean Boult and Arthur White, both of the
Accounts Section.
The day of the wedding dawned with just the
tight amount of promise as to weather (especLflly
as the bride elect had been hoping for not too
much sun!) and those of the staff who had been
invited to the wedding were very happy about this
for Jean, who made a charming picture in her
coffee coloured ensemble (sheath dress and loose
coat) with dark brown accessories. I am sure you
will all agree that the accompanying photograph
shows how happy the bride and groom were.
After the ceremony the wedding party drove to
the Princess Louise where a most enjoyable
buffet reception had been arranged and some
hours later we departed after having wished the
bridal couple “God Speed”.
I understand that part of the honeymoon
was spent in getting settled into their new home
and the remainder in Belgium.
Beth Bancroft
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Staff Notes
New Appointments
London Office

The wedding of Herbert Adigun and Carol
Bolun2 was celebrated at the Lagos Registry Office
on Saturday, 13th July, 1968.
The Bride and Groom both wore Nigerian
National Dress.
The private family reception was followed by a
Cocktail Party for colleagues and friends of the
Bride and Groom.
Herbert is an Engineer in the Lagos Office and
Carol was formerly a Secretary in the Kaduna
Office.

On October 12th Mr. Michael Elliott and Miss
Lynda Freeman both of the Computer Section,
were married at St. Michael’s church Chelsea.
The bride who was given away by her brother,
wore a full length dress of white satin which she
made herself, and carried a bouquet of white
Orchids. She had one bridesmaid who was
wearing a full length dress of navy velvet and
carrying a muff of the same material. The Groom’s
brother was best man.
The reception was held above the Phoenix in
Buckingham Place.

J. D. Alade
J. W. Ambridge
R. A. Ballard
J. M. Broan
R. J. Brown
Miss J. T. A. Bruining
R. A. Bygrave
M. P. Chester
Mrs. 1. Claisse
T. S. Coulter
R. Coombes
Miss A. M. Cowdrey
(rejoined)
B. G. Curtis
Miss M. A. M. Davies
C. P. Davis
Mrs. S. E. Ellis
T. E. Farrand
Major R. Ford
(on secondment from
R.S.M.E.)
Miss G. J. Francis
G. H. French
Miss M. G. Fryer
G. D. Gosling
E. S. Hewson
C. C. Hird
I. W. Johnston
Mrs. S. C. Kaye
M. R. Laner
Miss P. 1. Langston
W. J. Lawton
L. A. Lea
D. F. Lewis
Miss S. Mayhew
T. J. Ottway
B. G. Parfett
D. A. Pattinson
A. Prince
Miss C. A. Read
H. G. Reid
A. V. Reid-Thomas
P. S. Roshan
A. F. D. Russell

London Office— continued
A. R. M. Seear (on
secondnient from
Willment Bros.)
A. R. Selby
J. Shah
Miss S. H. M. Smyth
S. Syed
M. E. Trigg
Miss D. S. Whitehouse
D. G. Williams
Miss E. H. Wilson
Glasgow Office
Miss C. Shaw
Stockton Office
Miss A. S. Bryson
J. 0. Williams
Site
Miss R. M. Addison
J. Annesley
J. A. Berry
M. Berry
K. Blenkharn
Miss P. E. Bovingdon
J. Briggs
W. J. Bruce
1. D. Burtoft
Miss C. M. Corless
Miss A. C. Croasdale
D. F. Counihan
E. T. Creek
J. Diamond
W. R. Donaki
T. C. H. Evans
L. W. Fitch
C. L. Gallani
C. Gibson
Mrs. P. M. Grant
(Rejoined)
Mrs. M. F. Grundy
W. Hall
J. Hanlon
F. Harrison
J. W. Harper
J. Hudson

Site—continued
T. J. Jones
T. J. Kent
C. G. King
J. R. Knight
J. Leech
J. Macleod
H. McCrory
W. G. McDowell
P. D. McKerchar
R. McMullen
R. Metcalfe
P. Morgan
Miss C. A. Morton
Miss K. North
A. O’Connell
A. L. Patton
M. P. G. Peden
E. R. Pendlebury
G. Radford
Mrs. E. Rees (nee
Thom P50 n)
C. J. Ronan
A. Seaman
T. Smith
A. StanstIeld
B. Sullivan
R. Walsh
C. Walton (Rejoined)
C. Ward
R. A. Ward
A. Waterworth (Rejoined)
L. J. Mathias
R. G. B. Watson
Mrs. M. Whybrow
H. Wroe (Rejoined)
O ierseas
M. F. Britnell
Malawi
Blantyre Office
A. Deuchars
Muscat
1.0W. Muscat & Mutrah
Water Supply Scheme
R. G. Forrest
Muscat
R.E. Muscat & Mutrah
Water Supply Scheme
J. E. Mackinlay
Brunei
R.E. Temburong Roads
—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—
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Overseas Staff returning to U.K.

G. G. Forster

London

A. G. Allen—M2 (ex Jordan)
A. N. Birch—M6 (ex Tanzania)
D. F. Boon—Stockton Office (ex Brunei)
G. Brandon—London Office (ex Jordan)
C. S. Brindley—Stockton Office (ex Nigeria)
W. P. D. Came—London Office (ex Nigeria)
M. C. Earwaker—London Office (ex Nigeria)
J. A. Emery—London Office (ex Belize)
P.A.S. Ferguson—London Office (ex Muscat)
C. A. H. Fink—Kendal Office (ex Nigeria)
J. Grindlay—M6 (ex Hong Kong)
C. P. Harding—London Office (ex Jordan)
K. C. W. James—London Office (ex Hong Kong)
A. H. L. Kellam—M6 (ex Jordan)
D. W. Lamb—London Office (ex Hong Kong)
M. S. Owen—Birmingham University for post-graduate course (ex Hong Kong)
W. Scott—M2 (ex Nigeria)
T. J. E. Sinclair—London Office (ex Tanzania)
M. Villani—London Office (ex Tanzania)
G. Wilson—London Office (ex Hong Kong)
C. J. H. Wright—London Office (ex Nigeria)

A. E. Gamble
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G. A. Good

Course at Delft University

W. D. Grant..

Course at Nottingham University

C. P. Harding

London

D. W. Hight

London

M6

B. Holmes

Kendal

M6

M. P. Horan

•

.

M6

•.

M6

..

London
M6
Course at Imperial College

Belfast

M2

1

A. S. A. Judge

London

J. Kennedy

T.8 Realignment

M2

P. D. Knowles

Kendal

M6

P. A. Lance

London

Dungeness “B” Nuclear Power Stn.

Miss R. Lindsay

Belfast

Miss B. MacManus

Belfast

A. G. MacDonald

Glasgow Townhead Interchange

R. F. T. McDowell

Belfast

J. D. McKeown

Belfast

..

..

••

..

Movements of Staff Overseas

J. S. McNee

Kendal

.

•.

•.

.•

N. D. Allen—Jordan—A.R.E. Safi/Aqaba Highway (ex London)
R. A. Denton-Cox—Muscat—A.R.E. Muscat & Mutrah Water Supply Scheme (ex London)
M. C. Earwaker—Brunei Office (ex London)
W. J. Maidment—Muscat—A.R.E. Muscat & Mutrah Water Supply Scheme (ex London)
J. J. J. Mushet—Brunei—1.O.W. Temburong Road (ex Jordan)
W. Steele—Jordan—lOW. Safi/Aqaba Highway (ex Antigua)
0. Turnbull—Nigeria—Kaduna Office (ex Stockton)

A. D. K. Nutt

Secondrnent to Fitzpatrick & Son (Contractors) Ltd.

R. S. Oliver

London

Movements of Staff in U.K.

From

J. A. Atkinson
T. A. Bambling
C. J. Bond
M. S. Bourner
A. M. Brodie
A. W. Brookes
J. M. Bunting
D. R. Butler
J. K. H. Chau
M. F. Collison
Miss M. V. Cooke
R. A. Cooper..
J. Corr
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P. D. Craker
P. J. Crummey
W. R. Eakin
R. J. G. Edwards
E. R. Farrell
C. A. H. Fink

Kendal
Belfast
London
London
Kendal
London
London
Kendal
London
Kendal
Belfast
M6
Belfast
Belfast
St. John’s Precinct, Liverpool
Belfast
Belfast
Course at Imperial College
Kendal
Kendal

•

•

•

.

.

.

To
M6
M2
M6
M6
M6
M6
M6
M6
St. John’s Precinct, Liverpool
M6
M2
London
M2
M2
Dungeness “B” Nuclear Power Stn.
M2
M2
London
Course at Cornell University
M6

l.C.l. Fibres, Pontypool

M2
M2

•

.

.

.

.

.

Glasgow
.

•

.

M2

•

M2
M6
London

Course at [mperial College

..

R. G. Parkins

Kendal

•.

••

..

..

S. Pearson

Kendal

..

•.

..

..

M6

G. Ramasarny

Kendal

..

..

••

.•

M6

A. D. Rowland

London

•.

••

•.

..

P. A. Rutter

Commercial Union

•.

..

•.

Mrs. J. M. Sandham

Kendal

..

..

..

A. A. Sangster

Course at Imperial College

•

•

J. K. K. Sher

R. M. A. Sandhurst

D. G. E. Smith
S. Turceninoff

Secondment to Fitzpatrick & Son (Contractors) Ltd.
London

I. D. Walsh

Stockton

P. T. Webster

Kendal

R. F. Weston

M6

T. E. Wickham

..

.•

•.

.

•.

M6

Course at Imperial College
London
M6

•

London

•.

London
London

•.

..

.•

•.

••

M6

..

.•

••

..

••

M6
M6

..

•.

••

.•

••

..

••

..

••

..

•.

London

..

.•

•.

••

•.

•.

M6

K. W. Wigmore

Kendal

..

..

..

.•

•.

.•

M6

I. Wilkinson

Glasgow

•.

•.

•.

.•

••

•.

D. Williamson

London

..

•.

..

..

..

..

D. M. Wheelhouse

Belfast

.

H. I. K. Woo

Commercial Union

M6

Miss V. J. Woodbridge

Kendal

M6

..

.

..

•.

..

London

M6

Llandudno Pier
M2
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Continued from page 27

A Wish
by Pamela Hagan
If Life, instead of rushing on
Could turn back to the past,
If there was but a single wish
A magic wand could cast,
I’d wish that we were young again
With love caught on the wind,
For all the innocence of me
Before my heart had sinned.
I’d wish that you were still as fair
And straighter than a tree,
That all the world belonged to us
And you loved only me.

When Spring laid apples in the bud
And music in the hills,
And filled the woods and valleys
With golden daffodils,
And called the winds in from the sea
And warmed them with her kiss,
That we could watch the world awake
To moments such as this.
And I wish that we could wander
Hand-in-hand again, unseen,
That you were still just twenty-one,
And I was seventeen.

Editorial
And so to the end of the twentieth issue of

Sub-Editors without whose advice, support and

Well, what did you think of it? Was

contributions it would be very difficult to produce

PONTIFACT.

there something which you have enjoyed reading

the magazine.

or maybe something which you didn’t agree with?

We started this Editorial by referring to this the

Possibly you feel something is missing or have an

twentieth issue. We shall therefore “come of age”

idea that should be tried. Why not write and let us

with our next issue, an important milestone we

know; the Editors are very keen to start a

feel, worthy of a special edition. Of course, this is

letters’ page.

only possible if we have your contributions, so

We extend this appeal to the families of the
staff, who read

PONTIFACT.

Let us have your

views as well. There must be many amusing and
interesting incidents which occur that readers of
PONTIFACT

would enjoy sharing with you.

“go to it” and give

PONTIFACT

“a happy 2 1st”.

In conclusion the Editors wish all readers
wherever they may be A Very Merry Christmas
and Best Wishes for 1969.
From the LONDON EDITORS

Mavis Johnson, Geoffrey Moore,
We wish to thank all contributors to this
Christmas issue of

PONTIFACT,

especially the

Christopher Knollys, Roland Pilcher,
Malcolm Wilford

(c) “Human medicineS’. A Homoeopathic doctor
treats a person, not a case. He wants to know
a variety of apparently unconnected facts and
symptoms about a patient before he chooses
a suitable remedy and the whole diagnosis,
approach and treatment is quite different from
that of Allopathy. The same remedy may deal
with mental as well as physical symptoms.
The Homoeopath would say that the crude
drugs of the Allopath may drive the disease
away, but that it often forces it deeper into the
cells, whence it will reappear in some other
guise. Homoeopathic medicine even if it some
times did no good would certainly do no
harm, while the right remedy would gradually
effect a permanent cure.
(d) “Human Proofing”. The discovery of the
right I-Iomoeopathic remedy can be made by
doctor or researcher on himself. It does not
require the revolting use of a’iimals experi
mentation.
Homoeopathy is accepted by the National
Health Service, yet there are only some four
hundred practitioners in Britain today. This is
probably partly due to the extra year’s training
that it requires on top of an already long course.
It may also reflect the sensational grip that the
wealthy pharmaceutical industry has on the
medical profession as a whole.
Healing is not the prerogative of any one
method. Osteopaths, chiropractors, acupuncture
specialists, biocheniic remedies, naturopaths,
Christian Scientists, magnetic and spiritual
healers all have their methods and obtain results.
A very amusing book called “The Reluctant
Healer” tells the story of a man who found to his
embarrassment that he was a natural healer.
I myself have recently been to a remarkable man
whose first remark was that I was half out of my
body. He had the great advantage that he could
see in colour my etheric and astral bodies, which
extend beyond the physical and are the bodies
that we carry on with when the physical
body packs up. The etheric is also the body on
which the planetary or astrological forces
impinge.
In the second half of his book, Dr. Westlake
discusses the way out of the drug menace, in
which he uses Radiesthesia and Radionics in
co-operation with Homoeopathy. All three of
these act on the etheric body, the first two

51

enabling the right Homoeopathic remedy in its
right potency to be discovered. This is a great
advance and certainly has a promising future, for
it might almost be called spiritual medicine, and
combines spiritual with physical science.
I should like to end by quoting from this
fascinating book:—
the primary requirement for a solution is a
fundamental change in our present outlook and
attitude—from a lop-sided materialism mainly
concerned with 1
analysis and breaking down,
resulting ultimately in death and disintegration,
to one which embraces its supersensory polar
opposite. Only by the addition of a spiritual sci
ence dealing with wholes, integration and creative
lifeforms, can we begin to get anywhere near the
true solution; which is the restoration of dynamic
balance between negative and positive, quantity
and quality, matter and spirit, between deathdealing factors and life-giving elements. It clearly
behoves us therefore to get more light on the
life-forces, on the world of living dynamic
energies. In so doing, we can hope to begin to
find the answer and solution to our present
menacing problems and find the true antidotes,
both material and spiritual, to our paratoxic
environment
The way has been marked out for us:—
“Then occured that stupendous and awesome
cosmic event—the descent of a divine being into
matter
the Cosmic Christ descended into the
physical life of humanity, on the very threshold
of its deepest penetration into matter, when
already its spirit-consciousness had almost died
away, in order to provide it with the spiritual
forces to carry it safely through that stage, and to
lift it upwards again to its true spirit goal
By his death and resurrection he released into the
world spiritual powers that were mightier than
the down-dragging forces of egoism and material
materialism”.
.

.

.

Even at the economic level he thinks this is of
paramount importance.
“A great Cosmic Principle, the principle of
Righteousness or Balance—God-balance—func
tions throughout the universe and everything is
held in harmony and equilibrium by its power.
Today we suffer from lack of God-balance.
In all spheres and aspects of modern life this
principle has been violated and in none so
woefully as in the economic—the governing aspect
of our time. International finance, as it has
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Even at the economic level he thinks this is of
paramount importance.
“A great Cosmic Principle, the principle of
Righteousness or Balance—God-balance—func
tions throughout the universe and everything is
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In all spheres and aspects of modern life this
principle has been violated and in none so
woefully as in the economic—the governing aspect
of our time. International finance, as it has
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developed during the last 150 years, is a blatant
negation of this principle. Our present sorry
plight is a direct consequence of its unholy
system of false money values
To begin to put
things right we must start with that which is most
gross and wrong—the financial system. For the
moment you apply God-balance, at that point it
breaks into action in all spheres of human
activity—’the Divine Remedy begins to flood in
and applies Divine Healing to spirit, mind and
body’.”
.

.

.

This was written in 1948, and in the light of our
frequent financial crises and the almost continual
spiral of strikes, wage increases and inflation may
not be too wide of the mark.
Just as electricity is invisible dynamic energy

and astrology is invisible dynamic astronomy and
dowsing is the invisible power to locate water or
minerals, so Radiesthesia (which is a form of
dowsing) is the power to diagnose health or
disease from a spot of blood or sputum and
Homoeopathy is the power to heal by infinitesimal
dosage. Just as Jung harnessed psychology to
religious experience to rescue it from Freudian
sex obsession, so science and economics des
perately need redeeming from the barren wild
erness of materialism by the spirit of love,
humility and eternal life. As we grope our way
into the new Aquarian Age, perhaps we might
realise that it stands not just for science, but for
that genuine brotherhood of man which his
unaided and arrogant intellect can never achieve
by itself.

I
1

“it’

METROPRENT
90 Wardour Street, London, W.1

