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Welcome...
means of getting to know about what’s going on and who’s doing what. The title
...to the first issue of SWK News
in the hope that you will feel inspired to suggest an alternative. On offer to
boring,
is not only temporary it is deliberately
the author of the title eventually adopted is a bottle of champagne! Written suggestions should be mailed or faxed to
Anna Evans in Basingstoke, and the sooner the better.
-

-

To give you more information on the aims and purpose of this weekly Newsletter, the following is from Phil Green...

The Board of SWK Holdings lid has received and
reviewed the final report of the Industrial Society on
completion of its Communications Consuliancy. The report
has been subsequently copied to all the Directors, and I will
speak concerning it at the full Directors’ Meeting on
July.
Details of the Industrial Society’s report will be
advised to staff in due course; however, one
recommendation was adopted by the Holdings Boardfor
immediate implementation.
A Weekly Newsletter:
The Industrial Society considered that there was a
needfor a regular circular that will serve to inform staff
individually and directly of things that are happening in the
Firm. The subject matterfor inclusion and who can
contribute are to be constrained only by what staff wish to
submit and good taste.
The intention is for there to be little or no editorial
control once the style has been determined over the first
couple of months ofpublication. This will allow the
definition of ‘terms of reference’ which will then become the
operational basisfor the future.
The Industrial Society has suggested that the circular
is produced and distributed weekly, and this has been
accepted. This is the first issue.
-

Who is to produce the Newsletter?
It will be an SWK Holdings Ltd publication as it will
be distributed to all staff in the Operating, Associated and
Subsidiary Companies in the Europe Region. It should
be shared with any of our clients. Scott Wilson Kirlqiatrick
& Co Ltd has agreed to manage the publication on behalf of
the Holdings company using the Marketing Support
Section’s expertise under the direction of Bob McKittrick.
Anna Evans will be responsible both creatively and
practically in terms ofproduction and distribution.
What will be included?
Anything of interest to orfor the attention of staff
One aim is to replace the staff memos and notices that
circulate (often slowly) through Section Heads. Another aim
is to move material that is being placed on office

noticeboards into the weekly newsletter, leaving the
noriceboards free to fill a more specific role. Examples of
what the newsletter can and will be usedfor are:• vacancies
• joiners, leavers, movers
• births, deaths, marriages
• social announcements carfor sale
house to rent
theatre trips, etc
• new project proposals
• jobs won / lost
• forthcoming seminars / training courses
• changes to mileage allowances, etc
• items for action by all or specific groups, eg, a
firedrill at Plymouth office
-

Items that are simply gossip will not be included, and
all contributors must be able to substantiate their
submissions. It is to be accessible to management and staff
alike, and there are to be no limits on the number ofpages.
In the weeks when there is a lot to include this will simply
mean 2 or 3 pages of double sidedA4. If there is a week in
which there is not much to say the Newsletter will still
appear, even if it amounts to a single page or less. The size
of the Newsletter depends on YOU.
How do I get something into the Newsletter?
Whoever you are and wherever you are based you
can send an itemfor inclusion in the next issue to be
published. This can be via a memo, afax or a phone call to
Anna Evans in the Basingstoke office (ext 297). You must
state who you are (no anonymous submissions please!),
where you are based and what you would like to publicize.
We would like to see all parts of the organization
using the Newsletter as a vehicle for staff communication.
Anybody who is contemplating issuing a staffnotice, a
memo for general circulation or is thinking ofpinning
something to the noticeboard gjj.j use the Newsletterfrom
now on.
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Attention All Staff!

Congratulations!

This first section will include items of general interest and will
provide details of events of which staff will need to be aware,
• warning of firedrills / window cleaning etc
eg:
• deadlines for award entries
• appeals to return borrowed items of equipment
• reminders to register timesheets
• notification of general meetings
• anything else of a similar nature.
Input for this section will primarily come from admin and
accounts staff, personnel, marketing and secretaries, although
everybody is welcome to contribute.

This is where the achievements of individual people are
recognized, and will include promotions and academic
achievements as well as personal items.
PR0M0’rloNs:
The Directors are pleased to announce the following
promotions with effect from 1st July:
in the English Firm:
to Principal Engineer Chris Broome (Ch), Kevin Smith (Not),
Tim Williams (Ply)
to Principal Engineering Geologist Gareth Hearn (Ba)
to Assistant Principal Engineer Martin Ellis (Sh), Richard
Field (So), Steve Metheringham (Ch), Mark
Williams (Te)
to Senior Chartered Engineer Mark Harrison (Ba), Neil
Robertson (Ch)
to Senior Chartered Transportation Planner Alison Du Sautoy
(Ba), Neil Valentine (Ba)
to Senior Incorporated Engineer Stuart Dungworth (Sb)
to Senior Technician Steve Martin (Not)
to Computing Systems Coordinator Stewart Dalton (Te)
-

-

-

A prize of £500 is offered for the best essay on any topic
concerning design, construction, operation, maintenance or
improvement of ports, waterways or maritime works. Authors
must he aged 35 or under. Closing date is 20th October.
Further information is available from Anne-Marie Ferguson at
the ICE (Tel: 0171-839 9872).

-

-

-

From Helen Ratokia [Basin gstoke]:
The marketing department’s slide viewer was borrowed by
somebody last October C!). Please could I have it back?
*Attentjon Water & Environmental Graduates*
A Structured Training scheme that will meet with CIWEM’s
requirement for admission of Members is currently being
drafted for adoption by SWK. Graduates who are currently not
training under a formal scheme for whom CIWEM is the
appropriate professional insitute should contact Chris White in
Basingstoke, ext 274 to register interest.
Graduates and professional staff in their first 2 years of
employment and those engineers wishing to continue their
professional development are invited to participate in the
annual inter-firm business game the Prospects Cup (formerly
the Roget Cup). Further details from Cathryn McDonnell in
Basingstoke, ext 350.
-

What’s Going On?
This section is to let everybody know how the Firm is doing,
including project news, completed work, jobs won (and lost!),
corporate developments, awards won, etc. It will be the
responsibility of the Directors, Associates and technical staff to
provide the newsletter with this information.
New Commissions (1-6-95 to 30-6-95: a selection) will be
listed in the next newsletter. in the meantime, the Southampton
office has won the following, all at HMS Nelson, Portsmouth:
project management for the modernization of Trafalgar Block
project management for the relocation of Royal Marines Band
options study for land quality assessment phase 2 (gunwharf)

-

-

in the Scottish Firm:
to Associate Simon Hindshaw (Gl)
to Principal Engineer Stephen Leckie, David Webster (Gl)
to Senior Chartered Engineer Graham Edmond (seconded to
Scottish Office), Stewart Proud, Grant Scholes (GI)
-

-

-

PROFESSIONAL REvIEws:
New Chartered Civil Engineers:
Andy Payne (Ch), Kevin Province (Ba), Simon Wilkinson (Ch),
Douglas Binns, David Hamilton, Duncan Hamilton, David
Riach and David Stephens (all Gl)
New Engineering Technician:
Kath Healy (Gl)

Seamus O’Sullivan (So) has been awarded Chartered
Membership of the Institution of Engineers of Ireland, and
Andrew Blacker (Ba) has passed his FINC.
Well done to all concerned.
PERSONAL:

Senior Engineer Paul (Reigate) and his wife Sarah are the
proud owners of a new baby daughter, horn 18th May. Named
Jessica, she weighed in at 6lbs 3oz.
Paul Miles (Reigate), representing East Grinsted Triathlon
Club, finished 25th out of 300 competitors at the Shropshire
National Tciathlon-at the end-of-June.. His team also scooped
first prize.

-

-

-

Jane MacDonald in Basingstoke is getting married on 8thjuly
in Crichton, Scotland. The lucky man is Noel Smith, and we
wish her all the best for married life.

Moves

For Sale & Wanted

This will list all newcomers and staff movements throughout
the Firm, including transfers, secondments and those on
maternity leave, etc.

Speaks for itself! Items advertised can be anything from
washing machines and houses for sale to requests for
equipment held by one office which needs to be borrowed by
another.

The Basingstoke office waved goodbye to Derek Verran at the
beginning of June. A veteran SWK-er, he retired after nearly
46 years with the Firm, and warranted a considerable write-up
in the Basin gstoke Gazette.
Peterborough welcomes Sean Kent, who is on secondment from
the NRA. Sean will be working on the Newport Pagnell
scheme.
Janet Nelson is currently ‘on loan’ to Peterborough from
Basildon. She stepped into the breach to help out with CNT
schemes.
Reigate recently said goodbye to Len Ithau, who was on
secondment from the Kenya Ports Authority. His humorous
tales of woe concerning his travel to work (Around the Regions,
April issue) will be sorely missed.

Sports &Socials
This section will give details of sports and social events,
seminars and talks, etc. But why would somebody in Telford
need to know about a football match in Peterborough? Well,
there’s a lot of movement between offices, and who knows
when you might be spending a day in another location and just
fancy kicking a ball around at lunchtime?
The Glasgow office held a post-incorporation bash on 2nd
June. Organized by Kenny O’Hara, it was agreed that the
whole event was great fun.

For sale

Citroen AX 10 Debut, 1993: 28,500 miles, 3 door/4 speed,
FSH, catalytic converter, coded radio/cassette, rear wash-wipe,
platinum metallic paint. £4,300 ono. Contact Carrie Thomas in
Basingstoke, ext 244, or tel: 0 1256-769530.
Sega Master System 2 plus several games contact Dave Webb
in Peterborough.
-

Wanted
Marjan Zwiers (Peterborough) is about to move house and
would like to hear from anybody with a washing machine,
freezer, fridge, lawn mower and/or a sofa to sell.

Vacancies
This will be a list of internal vacancies throughout the Firm.
THOSE INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE POSTS SHOULD CONTACF DIANE
GODDARD IN PERSONNEL, BASINGSTOKE (Exr 210), HAVING FIRST
INFORMED THEIR SECTION HEAD.

What’s On Your Mind?
This is where everybody gets to air their views, and will feature
complaints, suggestions, constructive criticism and even
praise! Contributions should be genuine and properly thought
-

out.

The Southampton office is holding a Garden Party on 7th July.
Around the Regions will feature a full report in August.
This year’s Measor Mashie golf match will take place at
Basingstoke Golf Course on the afternoon of Wednesday 19th
July. SWK will be providing the dinner and prizes, and
competitors will be asked to pay the green fees of £20.40. As
usual, the match will be an 18 hole Stableford competition.
Please contact Diana Clarke (Basingstoke, ext 304) by Tuesday
11th July with the following details:whether you can play
• whether you will be bringing your spouse/partner to dinner
• your current handicap
Payments should be made by cheque (payable to Scott Wilson
Kirkpatrick & Co Ltd) to Diana by the 11th.
The Central Region’s Summer Social will take place on 3rd
August at the Whitworth Institute and grounds, Darley Dale,
Matlock. All staff from the offices in this region and their
families are welcome to come along. For more information,
and to register, contact Jeanette Barlow in Chesterfield by
Friday 14th July.

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoned through to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 51)111 Monday
-
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Attention All Staff!
There was a really good response to the first issue of this
weekly newsletter. The general consensus seems to be that this
is a good idea, and that these really is a desire to be better
informed about what’s going on throughout the Firm. Many
people have already decided to put their imaginations into gear
and several suggestions for a new title have been put forward.
In no particular order, they are:
Staff Stuff (or just Stuff)
Newsy
Newcomer
Acta Diurna
Spotlight
Scott’s Weekly Kaleidoscope (or Kaleidoscope)
Vibrations
SWK Herald
Spread the Word
Watch this Space
SWK On the Level
So What’s Knew?
-

New ones will be listed each week until the end of July, and
you are invited to contact Anna Evans either with your own
suggestion or with your vote for the most appealing title. In the
meantime, keep those items rolling in!
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present formats, at least for the moment. A few changes are
planned, and as soon as firm decisions have been made
everybody will be notified.
From Mavis Dedman [Basingstoke]:
I am collecting the ring pulls from cans for a disabled man so
that he can get an electric wheelchair. If you have any, or can
start saving them, please send them to me. Many thanks.
Awards Deadlines
The deadline for entries for the British Consultants of the
Year Awards is 7th September.
Similarly, the deadline for entries for the Civic Trust Awards
is 11th September. Further details and entry forms are
available from Anna Evans in Basingstoke (ext 297).
-

-

From Alan Coomber [Basin gstoke]:
Could whoever has my Microsoft Project Manual No 2 please
return it as soon as possible. Thankyou.
Would everybody please note that the correct address for
Manchester Airport site office, which has often been cause for
confusion, is as follows:
Haletop House, Thorley Lane
Manchester, M90 5PR

What’s Going On?
From John Nutt [Peterborough]:
After 3 years of being the Regional Marketing Coordinator for
the Southern Region, I am handing over this responsibility to
Peter Frankham (London), and looking forward to having no
piles of JIFs, JAPs and OJs to contend with each morning! All
such items should be directed to Peter, with immediate effect.
For everybody’s reference, the Regional Marketing
Coordinators are as follows:
David Farthing
Europe
Central Mehmet Yilmaz
Overseas Gil Thomas
Peter Frankham
South
-

-

-

-

If you require a Conference Room in the London office, for
your own convenience please ensure you book in advance with
Reception with the following information:
a list of all people attending the meeting (both visitors and
SWK)
a job number (state whether recoverable or non
recoverable)
Please would you also inform us if a meeting has been
cancelled.
-

-

From Anna Evans (Basingstoke]:
Did anybody take any photos of Derek Verran’s retirement
presentation? If so, could I please borrow one for the next issue
of SWK Today? It will be returned intact!
On the subject of SWK Today, I suspect there may be
confusion as to where the magazine stands with regard to this
new weekly offering. Both SWK Today and the Around the
Regions supplement will continue to be produced in their

From Martin Nielsen [Basingstoke]:
Most of you will know that we have been acting as technical
advisors to Green Arrow (GA), a consortium of Hochtief/
Costain/Siemens, in connection with their bid for the ownership
of CTRL.
Last week it was announced that GA was not selected for
the final stage of negotiations with the Department of
Transport. GA has indicated to John Orchard and myself their
appreciation of the hard work and skill employed by all those
from SWK involved in the bid preparation during last autumn
and winter.
We do have a short term advantage arising from this, with
the prospect of further work directly for Union Railways. In
the medium to long term we are well positioned to provide
detailed design services to those contractors who will build the
new railway.
We will soon need to augment our team in Croydon, and we
shall be looking for staff to respond positively to requests for
short term secondment to this prestigious project from
September onwards.

Congratulations!
Sean Holmes rejoined SWK M&E on 3rd July after
successfully completing a BEng in Mechanical Engineering at
Southampton University. He is to be awarded a 1st class
honours degree.

continued overleaf...

This date (3rd) was also one to remember for Douglas and
Catriona Bmns (Glasgow), who have had a 71b 3oz baby boy
Fraser.

For Sale & Wanted
-

For Sale:
Girl’s bicycle Raleigh Bianca, suit age 6-10, 3 speed gears,
good condition, £50 ono. Contact Kim Candler in
Southampton, or Elizabeth Candler on 01256-474871.
-

Caz Spencer in Basingstoke has been awarded a Certificate in
Personnel Practice
Jackie Constable, also in Basingstoke, has been awarded an
overall Merit in her National Certificate in Business & Finance.
Barrie Partridge (Chesterfield) and his partner achieved 5th
place out of 176 pairs at the British Bridge Congress at Buxton
at the end of June.

Moves
Martin Wheeler has returned to Basingstoke after 2 years at the
Hong Kong office...
and Nick Gardner transferred from Manchester to Hong
Kong in May.
Samara Project, Russia SWK full time staff Jan Tomczyk and
Peter (‘lone’) Ranger will be joined by 3 SWK ‘consultants’
Peter Anderson (Transport Fleet Management), John Edmonds
(Transport IT) and Mike Bendry (Transport Accounting) for
August/September.
-

Gareth Jones joined Transport Planning in Basingstoke on 10th
July. His title is Head of Urban Planning and is Associate
equivalent.

Vacancies
Falkiand Islands: Assistant Design Engineer for a period of 1
to 2 years. Under the supervision of the Design Engineer, the
successful candidate will be required to supervise a Senior
Draftsperson, a Draftsperson and a Technical Assistant. Duties
will involve preparation of designs and specifications for
departmental and contract work; assistance with and
supervision of the preparation of drawings; supervision of
junior staff engaged on survey and setting out works, and
deputizing for the Design Engineer as required. Initial
workload would he in the preparation of contract design and
documentation for the 2nd phase East Stanley Development.
This position would ideally suit a recently Chartered
Engineer, Graduate Engineer or Senior Technician with a
degree or higher diploma/certificate in civil engineering or
equivalent, with 3 years engineering design office experience.
Working knowledge of CAD and contract documentation an
advantage.
Benefits: uplift on salary, low local taxation & NI, leave
calculated on 4 days per calendar month, free accommodation.
Contact Bob Draycott or Caz Spencer in Basingstoke,
having first discussed your availability with your Head of
Section.

Keith Wallace has transferred from Basingstoke to Glasgow
Norman Wyld has transferred to Peterborough from
Basingstoke
The following people left SWK during June:
Derek Verran (retired 2nd June)
Helen Bracewell (30th June)
Matthew Hirst (30th June)

What’s On Your Mind?
From Geoff French [Basingstoke]:
We have tried to answer all the questions that have been asked
about Incorporation. However, one or two people did not give
their names, and if any answers are still required, I would be
very happy to see them in my office. The door is usually open.

Snorts & Socials
The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund’s International Air
Tattoo will take place at RAP Fairford in Gloucestershire from
22nd 23rd July.
Admission adults: £15 (in advance)
£20 (on the day)
children (under 16, unaccompanied): £5
(under 16, accompanied by adult): free!
Flying display commences 10 am and parking is free.
Tickets and information available from all branches of Alliance
& Leicester, or call: 0891-122999 (Infoline)
0891-122997 (advance ticket line).
VIP day out also available for £68.50 per head full details
from Clive Elliott on 01285-713300.
-

-

-

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoned through to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
This is an SWK Holdings pubtcation distriouted to all staff in the operating, associated and subsidiary companies in the UK and Europe. It is not for outside circulation.
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Tollstar Consortium for details contact Jerome Munro-Lafon
(Basingstoke)
West Sussex: annual beach monitoring survey (NRA Southern
Region)
Hampshire: feasibility study for improvements to a stretch of
the River Test in Romsey, to include survey, condition
assessment, hydrological and hydraulic modelling etc (NRA
Southern Region).
Hampshire: design services for airfield lighting and pavement
repair works at RAF Odiham and RAP Oakhanger (Taylor
Woodrow, RAP Odiham)
Hampshire: option study for provision of distribution facility in
HM Naval Base, Portsmouth
Hampshire: water distribution system study in HMS Dolphin
Kent: Royal Military Canal development and management
(Parkin Heritage and Tourism Consultants)
London: study to examine the possibility of new north and
south stations (Stockley Park/East Bedfont) to serve Heathrow
(London Borough of Hillingdon)
Central Region
West Midlands: Ryder’s Mere Public Inquiry, Walsall (Parkhill
Estates Ltd, Shropshire)
Overseas
Thailand: design of part of airport pavement areas including the
road system for the Second Bangkok International Airport
(DMJM Int, USA)
Malawi: design check of Karonga to Chitipa road bridges
(SWK Malawi)
Philippines: Davao Airport rehabilitation (DMJM Int)
-

A few more titles to chew over...
SWK Round About
SWK Memo Board
ThiSWeeK
SWK Focus
SWK Bulletin
Spotlight on SWK
SWK Dispatch(es)
Pontifact

SWeet talK
Scene With Kudos
The Messenger
Staff Weekly Knews
Seen Hear
Scene Here
Panorama
The Scottie

Thankyou for your suggestions keep them coming in! Ideas
are welcome until 5pm Thursday 27th July. Following the
Directors’ decision, the winner will be notified early the
following week, and of course rewarded with a bottle of
champers!
-

-

-

From Mandy Hutson [Basin gstoke]:
For the less experienced of us who use WordPerfect and have
noticed the irritating habit words have of spreading themselves
across a page, making it impossible to read a complete line on
the screen without scrolling across, may I suggest using the
screen function (PF2 F9) then key 4 (screen size) followed by 4
(wide) and return. It does reduce the type size considerably,
but text is still legible and can be amended.
Also from Mandy Hutson:
Post for Croydon should not be placed in envelopes if being
sent through the internal mail system, unless it is confidential.
Post should be clearly marked with the recipient’s name,
followed by ‘Croydon’.
From Anna Evans [Basingstoke]:
If at any time anyone notices mentions of SWK in the trade
magazines apart from the NCE I’d be grateful to receive a
copy.
-

SWK’s designs for a flood defence scheme in Polperro,
Cornwall will soon take shape. Work on the NRA’s £3.5
million project started on 18th July, and delighted residents
broke open the champagne to celebrate. The chairman of the
this work means so much
village’s flood action group said:
to Polperro.” [information supplied by Rory Baird, Plymouthi.
“...

-

NEW CormnssIoNs (1ST TO 30ri Jui’a):
These are just a few. Others from the same period will be listed
over the next couple of weeks.

From SWK Samara, Russia.
Up until June 1996, in temperatures from +38°C to -40°C, and
through heatwaves and blizzards, a joint team of experts from
SWK and KBC, Germany, are implementing a Wholesale
Market and helping two Transport Companies in their transition
from the Command System to the new private enterprise one.
A big “Zdrazvycie” (good day) from the Team: Jan Tomczyk,
Peter Ranger, Peter Anderson, Mike Bendrey, John Edmunds,
Leyna Laritchneva, Pavel Kuzmin, Galina Portnova, Alla
Kanteyeva, Vita Schnick, Lilia Kazberuk and our summer
holiday temps Dimitry, Alexei and Angelina. If you are ever
floating down the River Volga drop in!

Southern Region
Norfolk: model studies to investigate the impact of flood
protection measures throughout the Broadlands (NRA Anglian
Region)
Devon: option study relating to caissons at the entrance to 10
dock in Devonport Dockyard, Plymouth (Devonport
Management Ltd)

From Martin Blencowe [Nottingham]:
Following recent success in procuring new building structures
work in Nottingham, we are pleased to report further progress:
Leicestershire County Council has awarded us a contract to
undertake the inspection of defects to a new building;
extremely interesting but other details obviously confidential!
And to add to this (hot off the press) joint work with

From Gil Thonws [Basingstoke]:
A lever arch file marked ‘MKT’ is missing if you have it,
please return to Diana Clarke (ext 304) in Basingstoke ASAP.
-

What’s Going On?

-

-

-

continued overleaf...

Sheffield means that Nottingham Structures are looking
forward to the first design team meeting as engineers on the
proposed Goodwin Sports Centre at Sheffield University, a
two-phase £9 million project. This follows on from last
month’s success with the same client securing the engineering
work to the £2.6 million School of Nursing and Midwifery.
Technical: as an aside to the practical considerations related
2 high bay (25m to
to the ground slab design of our 240,000 ft
eaves) warehouse at Corby, Martin Blencowe and Andy
Hoffman are looking further into aspects of ground bearing
industrial floor slabs with particular reference to high racking
loads. Anyone with design or site experience related to
Concrete Society TR34, second edition, and its fore-runner and
feels they can add to our collective knowledge, contributions
will be gratefully received. Suffice it to say we are not ‘over
the moon’ with some of the TR34 latest recommendations!
A Tale of Teith Bridge (continued) see SWK Today, Dec ‘94
Following the well received feasibility study into options to
overcome traffic and pedestrian problems at Teith Bridge,
Doune, Scotland, SWK has been asked to carry out final design
of the short-term improvements recommended in the report. In
addition the Firm will audit and finalize the Region’s proposals
for traffic calming measures on the A84 within the town, and
include them in the contract. The Scottish Office Roads
Directorate wants the measures to be in place by winter 1995.

Moves
David Muir is currently on secondment from Glasgow to
Bullen Consultants. He is working on the Al dualling Tranent
to Haddington Design and Construct contract.
Peter (QA) James retires from the Telford office this week.
Who will know the answer to everything now?! Good luck for
the future from all your friends at SWK.
New people in the Scottish Firm:
Glasgow: Sabine Picard, graduate engineer (April)
Edinburgh: Sharon Flynn, office junior, (June)
The Southampton office welcomes Kelly Aaron for the
summer, and Martin Love (from Basingstoke) for... well, who
knows?!

-

Congratulations!
ACADEMIC

Rob ‘DJ’ Digby (Southampton) has passed his City & Guilds
Autocad 12 course at Southampton Technical College.
Andrew Bartlett (Basingstoke) has successfully completed a
BTEC in Business French at Basingstoke College of
Technology with a grade of Distinction.
Further to last week’s announcement that Jackie Constable
(Basingstoke) has gained her National Certificate in Business &
Finance, she also won an Outstanding Adult Learner Award.
Audrey Weir and Alison Blackwood, both technicians in the
Glasgow office, have obtained their HNCs in Civil
Engineering.
PERSONAL

Carolyn Place (Telford) gave birth to a baby boy on 15th June.
Callum James weighed in at 7lbs.
Chris Hicks (Plymouth) and Michelle Roberts are pleased to
announce their engagement on 14th July. The big day will be
22nd June 1996.
Alex Blanks (Basingstoke) is the proud mum of a baby girl,
born 18th July, called Anna, and weighing in at 9lbs plus!!

Sports & Socials
Well done to David Muir (Glasgow) who, representing East
Kilbride Triathion Club, finished 3rd Senior out of 200
competitors at the Ayr Olympic Triathlon on 9th July. His
team won the 1st prize.
The Basingstoke Water Section is organizing a rounders match
on Wednesday 9th August at 5.3Opm in the War Memorial
Park. All those interested should contact Nick Blake (ext 241)
or Emma Hawkins (ext 227).
PS: Does anybody know who’s got the SWK rounders gear??

Vacancies
SWK Pavement Engineering Highway Materials Engineer:
As specialists in pavement design, evaluation, materials testing
and research, we work on a wide range of highway, airport and
industrial projects throughout the UK and overseas. We
currently have a position for a Materials Engineer with at least
10 years’ relevant practical experience, preferably some of
which should have been with a contractor or materials supplier.
Detailed requirements:
i) a chartered engineer with an ability to use PC software
(word processing, spreadsheets, materials testing
equipment)
ii) supervision of junior staff
iii) organization of testing and reseaxch contracts
iv) interpretation of data
v) writing of technical reports
The ideal candidate would have a good first degree and/or
relevant second degree/postgraduate qualification and/or
experience overseas. For an initial discussion, please call
Richard Elliott on 0115-9229098, or fax your CV to 01159431302.
-

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoned through to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
This is an SWK Holdings publication distibuted to all staff In the operating, associated and subsidiary companies in the UK and Europe. It ia not for outside circulation.
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Attention All Staffi
Title suggestions are still flooding in: here is the latest batch...
The Blue Thing
Globe Trotter
SWK Beyond 2000
SWK Worldwide
newSWK
The Consultant
Limelight
News & Views
Scottlight
So We Know
Pulse
The Latest

The Bluenote(s)
Staff What’s Knew
The News! !!
SWK Worldwide Network
The SWK Grapevine
The Scott Willy Express
SWK Gossip
The SWK Times
SWan’K I SWANK
SWK Hot Line
So What’s New?
SWK Weekly Planet
Newsflash I Newspoint
Focus SWK
News Chat
Scott Wilson in the Know
Chatterbox
Scott Wilson Weekly
Watch
The
SWeeK
Scott
Intemetwork SWK I Network SWK (with apologies from the
author if it sounds a bit like the south eastern division of BR!)

From John Archibald [Malaysia]:
SWK (Malaysia) relocated to this address on 17th July:
Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd
2nd floor, No 35 Jalan Sri Hartamas 7
50480 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Tel: (603) 651 0898; Fax: (603) 651 4899
From Isobel Belton [SWK (PE)j:
Pavement Engineering is having a new telephone system
installed on Friday 28th July. Intercom has promised to cause
as little disruption as possible. However, should you
experience any difficulty getting through on Friday or the
following week please be patient with us the fax will be
operational throughout.
-

Gil Thomas (Basingstoke) collects stamps (all sorts) if you
have any spare please send them to him.
-

In-house Course
There will be a one day ‘Time Management’ course running in
the Basingstoke office on Thursday 17th August. Those
persons who have identified this training need in their Staff
Appraisals have been invited separately. I have 5 places
remaining if anyone is interested in attending.
For further details and to book a place, please contact Cathryn
McDonnell, Personnel, Basingstoke (ext 350).
Rowen Travel Award / John Barrett Prize
Nominations are invited for the above awards.
The Rowen Travel Award allows young engineers with an
interest in steelwork construction to spend a period of time
abroad studying current practice or trends related to the use of
structural steelwork in construction.
Closing date is 31st July 1995.
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The John Barrett Prize is awarded annually to a young
graduate who shows promise of developing into a leading
structural engineer.
Closing date is 31st August 1995.
If you would like further information, please contact Anna
Evans in Basingstoke (ext 297).

What’s Going On?
NEW Co1uvussIoNs (1st to 30th June):
Continuing on from last week’s list:-

Southern Region
Relocation of RNSMS to HMS Raleigh (Defence Works
Services, Portsmouth)
Kent: Downhain Tavern traffic impact appraisal
(Inntrepreneur Estates Ltd, London)
Devon: East Devon Council buildings check (East Devon
District Council, Sidmouth)
Hampshire: inspection and advice on a badly corroded beam
supporting the wall and floors in Rownhams House
(Southampton office).
Devon: numerous small projects undertaken by Plymouth office
Devon: condition survey and assessment of hydraulic
performance of docks 14 and 15 (Devonport Management Ltd,
Plymouth)
Cornwall: preparation of structural details for the refurbishment
of units to Aylmer Square, St Austell (Ferney Properties Inc,
London)
Hampshire: provision of planning supervisor under CDM
regulations for refurbishment of Strumble Head lighthouse
access bridge. SWK (Birmingham) is main designer (Trinity
House Lighthouse Service, I of W)
London: structural advice for the refitting of 3 floors of Shell
Mex House (Shell International Trading & Shipping Co Ltd)
-

Central Region
Shropshire: drainage design of Welsh Bridge Development,

Shrewsbury (Morris & Co, Shropshire)
Derbyshire: geotechnical engineer secondment (Derbyshire
Consulting Engineers)
Scotland
Grampian: provision of health & safety planning supervisor
under CDM regulations for airfield pavement restoration and
associated works at RAP Lossiemouth. (Defence Works
Services)
From David Farthing [Basin gstoke]:
Last week, tender documents were issued for the main civils
contract for Manchester Airport 2nd Runway. The estimated
cost is £80 million. There will be a 14 week tender period
followed by tender assessment and award, for a planned start
date in early summer 1996.
SWK (India) was awarded a pre-feasibility study of a crossing
of Bombay Bay. Tony King and Cohn McKenna spent a week
there collecting data on which to base the report. If it were to
go ahead, it would require a bridge or tunnel some 12km long.
continued overleaf...

The Economics & Planning Group
This group, based in London, has been set up to provide
specialist economic and transport planning advice on a wide
range of projects across SWK’s core divisions. The group is
currently working in the UK, Thailand, Vietnam, Mongolia,
China and Bulgaria. We can provide advice on road, rail,
airports and ports economics and planning.
We are currently producing a brochure to market our
expertise, which should be ready later in the summer. Copies
of it will be distributed around the company. In the meantime,
if you require any information or assistance please contact Neil
Valentine in the London office.

Something to ponder over there follows an article from one of
our overseas offices: which is it?
Where are we? Who are we? An SWK office (in the
middle of two seas!), operational for almost 10 years, during
which time approximately 50 staff have served here (SWK plus
sub-consultants).
Now we are down to only three full time members (and a
number of part time or visiting staff) but definitely three of
the best!
the singing juggler, attempting to keep all the balls in the air
the beauty-with-brains (a recent silver medallist for the
brain power but unsurpassed for beauty!)
the human database you name it, he types it, he files it and
then 5 years later he can actually find it!
The sun shines a lot here but we did suffer the mother of all
storms a few months back (rainfall intensity was 168mm/hour!)
and our visitors at the time enjoyed a downtown paddle.
Want to know more? Watch this space...
-

-

-

-

-

The College of St Mark & St John in Plymouth is undergoing
refurbishment of its Learning Resource Centre (LRC) with the
addition of another floor with associated twin lift and stair
shafts. These two towers will dominate the skyline, making the
LRC the centrepiece of the campus and already earning it the
nick-name ‘Twin Peaks’!
The Plymouth office has been involved in the structural
design since June last year, and construction is due for
completion before the start of the new term in September. The
main challenge has been fitting the new structure on to the
existing 1960s building.
From Claire Woolveridge and Dominic Howgego
lBasingstoke]:
Construction and Demolition Waste Site Surveys in the Sun!
Over the past 3 weeks, five vacation students have been
conducting surveys of waste management at construction and
demolition sites throughout England. They have visited a wide
variety of sites, ranging from the excavation of Herons Quay
station box (Jubilee Line Extension) to the refurbishment of
housing in Hampstead. Aside from getting a tan, the students
have observed on site waste management practices, recorded
waste generation rates and investigated waste composition by
searching through skips and bins! All this information will
provide vital input to the production of handbooks on
construction waste minimisation reuse and recycling; a project
which the Environmental Division is conducting for CIRIA.
-

Having previously carried out work at Broughty Ferry and

Prestwick, SWK (Scotland) is now carrying out a feasibility
study for Raikrack on options for possible signalling and track
alterations at Haymarket in Edinburgh. The project aims to
reintroduce a fully working layout as soon as possible after
wire degradation caused the shutdown of the original signalling
in May 1994. Simon Hindshaw and Douglas Binns of the
Glasgow office are being assisted by Signalling Control UK in
completing the study.
CIRIA has recently published a site guide entitled “Steel
Reinforcement” prepared by John Tubman of the Chesterfield
office with assistance from Louise Curme, Mark Webb and Gill
Fisk in the studio in Basingstoke, and Andy Abrahams (DSB
site). This is a 134 page, AS size hardback publication which
will be of use not only to site staff but also to younger or less
experienced staff in the design office.
Interestingly, SWK staff were also involved in the two
preceding publications in the same CIRIA Special Publication
series: Chris White (then of Higgs & Hill) in “Setting-out
Procedures” and Steve Bielby (formerly of SWK) in “Site
Safety”.

-

From Martin Gibney [BasildonJ:
An APB has been placed by the Basildon staff for the missing
Frank ‘The Bridge’ Marshall, who was last heard of being
marooned in the depressingly sunny climes of the Philippines
without cash, plastic, pack of four or his ticket home due to
local theft. Aeroflot had offered a free flight home via
Moscow, Murmansk, Kiev and Vladivostock, but apparently
Frank declined because of the incomplete Risk Assessment.
It is understood that the beach accommodation is becoming
uncomfortable due to the sleeping bag filling with sand and the
breakfast menu reaching boredom level without the inclusion of
trout. Interpol has been advised to look out for a long distance
swimmer heading north towards i-long Kong / Thailand!
Malaysia wearing a bobble hat and a Tesco’s bag strapped to
his back containing a hired coolie outSit.

Congratulations!
ACADEMIC

Steve Brundle (Manchester Airport 2nd Runway) has been
chosen as one of the four finalists for the ICE Civil Engineering
Manager of the Year Award 1995. The next stage will be on
19th September when he will have to make two presentations.
The first will be to the judging panel and the second will be an
informal presentation to an open audience. Everybody is
welcome to attend the latter, which will start at around 5.3Opm
at Great George Street, London. The winner will be announced
that evening. An update on this project can be found under
“What’s Going On?”
Lisa Rodrigues (Bahrain) has been awarded the London
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (LCCI) Diploma in
Marketing (November 1994), which covered advertising (pass),
marketing (credit), selling & sales management (distinction)
and public relations (distinction). She was also awarded a
silver medal (2nd highest marks worldwide) in PR.
Darren Kimberley (Chesterfield) has been awarded a 2i degree
in Civil Engineering from Nottingham Trent University.
Darren has been reading for his degree by part time studies for
the past 4 years. He became an Incorporated Engineer last year
and is now able to progress to becoming a Chartered Engineer.
continued overleaf...

Donna Gale (Plymouth) successfully completed her university
access course and has been accepted at Bath University on a
Sociology and Social Work degree course.

Plymouth office’s fortnightly golf is in ‘full swing’ at Central
Park with a published league table to see who can get the
highest score.

Peter Knox (Chesterfield) recently heard that he has been
admitted as a member of the ICE. He has achieved this by the
most difficult of routes as a Mature Candidate. This is only
open to those whose career can show they have the engineering
ability of a Chartered Engineer yet they have not got a
university degree. It is an exceptional achievement: rarely does
it happen.

Also, Plymouth has a ‘Bike & Barbecue’ planned for late
August with the circuit around the National Trust’s Cotehele
Estate 10 miles for the more energetic with only 3 pubs on
route and a shorter scenic route for the more appreciative. All
welcome!

PERSONAL

Manchester Airport 2nd runway team is pleased to announce
the first post-incorporation merger in the marriage of Richard
Henessy to Mhairi, daughter of Director Bob McKittrick on
22nd July. After an informal send off party and an extremely
short speech, our lofty groom departed with only thoughts of
the big day and the next round of SimCity whirring in his head.
All the staff here wish them both the best of luck in their new
life together.
Alec and Jean Patterson had a daughter Valerie Ann on 23rd
June, in Scotland. Alec didn’t get back from Vietnam (where
he is based) in time and unfortunately missed the birth by a
couple of days. All three are doing well.
-

-

-

The Manchester offices Carrington and 2nd runway (R2)
had an enjoyable evening ten pin bowling on Friday 14th July,
the star of the show being Andy Chadwick of the R2 team!
-

-

For Sale & Wanted
Admin in Basingstoke would like to hear from:• anybody wishing to swap 2 four-drawer filing cabinets for 1
two-door cupboard
• anybody wishing to swap a two-drawer filing cabinet for 1
four-drawer filing cabinet (must be lockable).
Please contact Mike Sales, ext 226, if you would like to do a
deal!

For Sale: 2-piece suite, beige, excellent condition £400
Fridge, 1’/ years old, excellent condition £70
Dining table, fold-down, good condition £50
Kettle, electric, excellent condition £10
Bar-b-q, good condition £15
CD rack, black, holds 80 single and 10 double albums £10
Can opener, electric, excellent condition £10
Bedside cabinets, white, good condition £10 each
Bedside lamps, cream, £5 each
Amiga CD game console, very rarely used with approx 5
games and 2 controllers, excellent condition £125
Rotary washing Ine and cover £20
Coffee percolator, excellent condition £25
Contact Emma Hawkins, Basingstoke (ext 227)
-

-

-

-

Moves

-

-

Following Peter James’ retirement, Roger Edwards is now the
Office Quality Assurance Manager at the Telford office.
Maxine Bowhay (Plymouth) has been with SWK for 5 years
and is leaving to take a year out to see the big wide world
Down Under, starting in Perth. Our best wishes go with her.

-

-

-

-

-

Bob Hill is scheduled to move from the A74(M) in Glasgow to
the Ankara Peripheral Motorway (the equivalent of the M25)
on 31st July.

For Sale: Black Ford Fiesta, 1100 Sport, good condition, V reg
(1979), 3 door/4 speed, good runner £250 ono. Contact Rita
Rattan in Basildon (reception) or tel: 01268-282192 after 6pm.
-

Sports & Socials
From Andrew Friedrich and Colin McKenna [Basingstoke]:
Advice is sought on how to beat veteran squash players from
Overseas Roads. Anybody got any hints?
Nigel ‘The Bandit’ Ball, in a stunning display of ‘hitting small
balls with a stick’ wrenched the Measor Mashie Golf Trophy
from Basingstoke’s clutches to carry it away to Southampton.
Our hero!
The other winners in this year’s tournament, which took place
on 19th July, are...
Measor Mashie: 2nd David Williams; 3rd Peter Innes
Best Gross Roger Hogben
Hidden Nine Jim Ambridge
Longest Drive (18th) David Blythe
Nearest Pin (3rd) Pat Vulliamy
Putting David Farthing
Booby Prize -William Kemp
-

-

-

-

Vacancies
Resident Engineer to supervise a Highways contract to provide
the new main entrance to the DRE at Farnborough, Hampshire.
Must have experience of supervising works on a County
Highway. Expected start date mid-September 1995; expected
finish date mid-February 1996.
Resident Engineer in Weymouth for improvements to road,
footway, cycle-track, plus construction of seawall and
promenade. To start September 1995 for approximately 8
months. Experience of roadworks and dealing with Statutory
Authorities required.

-

-

-

Technical Assistant for Human Resources Development
(External Training) at Basingstoke. Duties will include
assisting with organising study tours, maintaining a database,
continued overleaf...

filing, etc. A marketing I admin I training background is
desirable. Secretarial skills essential.
Please contact Diane Goddard, Basingstoke, ext 210 for further
details of these posts.

SWK Pavement Engineering Highway Materials Engineer:
As specialists in pavement design, evaluation, materials testing
and research, we work on a wide range of highway, airport and
industrial projects throughout the UK and overseas. We
currently have a position for a Materials Engineer with at least
10 years’ relevant practical experience, preferably some of
which should have been with a contractor or materials supplier.
Detailed requirements:
i) a chartered engineer with an ability to use PC software
(word processing, spreadsheets, materials testing
equipment)
ii) supervision of junior staff
iii) organisation of testing and research contracts
iv) interpretation of data
v) writing of technical reports
The ideal candidate would have a good first degree and/or
relevant second degree,ostgraduate qualification and/or
experience overseas. For an initial discussion, please call
Richard Elliott on 0115-9229098, or fax your CV to
01 15-943 1302.
-

What’s On Your Mind?
From Accounts Department [Basingstoke]:
Have we been forgotten? Why has Basingstoke (head office!)
missed out on the celebrations? Glasgow had a ‘post
incorporation bash’; Southampton had a ‘garden party’.
Basingstoke is waiting... let’s name the date to celebrate!

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoned through to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
c,w
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ALL STAFF!”

-

Well, as you can see the title ‘SWK News’ is no more. It has
faded into obscurity (thankfully) and been replaced by the far
more imaginative SCO7TLIGHT with its own logo (designed
by the marketing studio). And the winner of the bottle of
champagne? Well there were two...
They were decided at the Directors’ meeting last Friday. A
short-list titles only, no authors was given to them, and over
coffee and biccies they voted for their first and second choices.
Scottlight came first, with 7 ‘first choice’ votes and 2 ‘second
choice’ votes. One bottle of champagne was therefore duly
presented to... well, er... a Director, actually Peter Guthrie.
There was, however, another suggestion which came a very
close second. ‘SQUAWK!’ was submitted by Mike Coveney
in Chesterfield, and got 5 ‘first choice’ votes and 4 ‘second
choice’ votes. Because he came so close it was decided that
Mike ought to get a bottle of bubbly too! Well done to both of
them... and many thanks to everybody who put pen to paper
and wrote in. There was a tremendous response, and some
inspired suggestions.
Although champagne is no longer up for grabs, please carry
on sending in your items for Scottlight. As we have tried to
show over the past four issues, virtually anything can be
included. If you’re unsure about sending something, contact
Anna Evans (Basingstoke, ext 297).
-

,

-

-

•

3rd August 1995

The phone and fax numbers for Irwin Johnston & Partners
NSW and Scott Wilson Irwin Johnston NSW have changed.
From 24th July, each number will have an extra 9 at the
beginning. The new numbers are:phone: UP NSW
(612) 9959 3255
SWIJ NSW (612) 9959 5864
fax:
(612) 9922 3289
modem: (612) 9954 9762
-

-

-

-

-

-

From John Orchard [BasingstokeJ:
Please check your bookshelves!
My (at present un-) controlled copy of Microsoft’s Powerpoint
User’s Guide No 3 has disappeared. Please return it as soon as
possible. Thanks.
From Brian McKenna [Turkey]:
Please would everybody take note that as from 7th August, the
Kutlutas-SWK Joint Venture office address (postal and street)
will be as follows:
Kutlutas-SWK
Esat Caddesi 115/4
06660 Kuçtikesat
Ankara, Turkey
The phone and fax numbers remain unchanged; to confirm,
they are:
project office tel: +90 312 4846360 fax: +90 312 4846362
Kuçiikesat office tel: +90 312 4684033 fax: +90 312 4178152
BMcK home tel: +90 3124908692 fax: ÷90 312 4909106
From Caz Spencer [Basingstoke]:
Could whoever puts the Haymarket Theatre notices on the
Basingstoke noticeboards please contact me (ext 209).
Thanks.

Our tax office changes on 7th August to:
HM Inspector of Taxes
Portsmouth 1 TSO
Lynx House, 1 Northern Road
Cosham, Portsmouth
PO63XA
Tel: 01705-706706
New reference number: 581/S2

From Anna Evans [BasingstokeJ:
A reminder that there are two important awards whose
deadlines for nominations are looming:
7th September for the British Consultants of the Year Awards,
11th September for the Civic Trust Awards.
To submit an entry, please contact me for more information
and entry forms.

ii: What’s Going On?
NEw CourissIoNs (1st to 30th June):
...the last of June’s batch:-

Southern Region
London: planning supervisor for installation of fire protection
measures at Holloway Prison (HM Prison Services, London)
Essex: contract documentation and supervision for the repair
of DAF tanks (Mobil Oil Company, Essex)
Devon: various small projects by Plymouth office
London: review of a structural report on the effects of tunnels
for the Heathrow Express rail link on Terminal 4 (BAA plc)
Berkshire: planning supervisor for the refurbishment of the 5storey maternity block at the Royal Berkshire Hospital. Also,
a planning supervisor for a kitchen facility within the same
block.
London: minor infrastructure works for Air BP site within
Heathrow Airport (Heathrow Airport Ltd Procurement)
Her(fordshire: A168/A19 traffic advice for DBFO tender (Sir
Robert McAlpine Ltd. Hemel Hempstead)

Central Region
Derbyshire: planning supervisor for Hasland Development
construction of an industrial unit using Design & Build (Clee
Hill Plant Ltd, Chesterfield)
-
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Shropshire: supply of information from National Archives to
external organisations
Lincolnshire: planning supervisor services for a simulator
building at RAP Cranwell (MoD Defence Works Services)
From Nigel Ball [Southampton]:
New jobs for the Southampton office:
an option study for refurbishment of officers’
accommodation at HMS Dryad.
an option study for relocation of Hazardous Store at NM
Naval Base, Portsmouth
a study into racking and materials handling at NM Naval
Base, Portsmouth
lead consultant for the design of the SP & STG Office
Extension, RAP Hythe
-

-

-

-

From John Barber [Chesteifield]:
A national review of the Dept of Transport’s Specification
for fencing and environmental barriers used on the road
network has been undertaken by the Chesterfield office on
behalf of the Highways Agency. Martyn Glossop and I were
responsible for investigating how current specifications were
operating in practice and whether changes needed to be made.
We also studied alternative fencing systems and materials to
determine whether they might be appropriate for use on
highways schemes.
Questionnaires were issued to Highways Agency Regional
Offices and their agents, and the views of relevant
professionals were sought in order to draw on the experience
of those involved in the design, construction and maintenance
of fences and barriers. Reference was also made to our
extensive in-house involvement with highway fencing
installations.
Sample field inspections were carried Out by subconsultants on a variety of highway fencing installations and
expert advice on polymer technology was sought in an attempt
to determine whether plastics particularly recycled plastics
could be used.
A report containing the results of our investigations was
recently submitted to the Highways Agency. We wait to see
what effect our recommendations will have on the
Department’s Specification.
-

-

From Mike Jones IJordani:
“...friends quivering together in the yielding sand with intimate
hot limbs in supreme embrace...” A quote from Lawrence’s
“Seven Pillars of Wisdom”? No, just another day of field
work on the Qa Disi Aquifer Study in Jordan! Sadly, the Qa
Disi project is almost over, with the draft Final Report having
been submitted in mid July. However, just when we thought
all those late nights (working of course!) would end, along
comes the Qa Disi Wellfield Design Study, the Wadi Araba
Deep Aquifer Study and a number of proposal documents to
prepare. Hot, sunny climate = great suntan? Not at SWK
Jordan! Never mind, Inshallah, hukrah mumken (God willing,
maybe tomorrow!).
From Ken Weir [Chesterfield]:
An article in Construction News in 1992 has led to a new type
of material being used for the stay cables for Box Lane
Footbridge at Meir in Stoke on Trent, to be constructed this
year. Bridon Ropes Ltd of Doncaster were seeking
opportunities for the use of their carbon fibre reinforced plastic

(CFRP) cables, which so far had only been used for mooring
systems for offshore structures. SWK questioned whether
these cables could be used instead of traditional steel cables,
and the Dept of Transport expressed a keen desire to become
involved with the application of this low-maintenance, noncorrosive material, the fatigue life of which is considerably
longer than that of equivalent steel wire cables.
The cable-stayed form of construction was chosen to create
a statement structure; this objective will be achieved and
enhanced by the use for the first time in the UK of this
technologically advanced material to support abridge. In the
long term Meir and its carbon fibre cable stayed footbridge,
which is in a prominent position on the A50 Blythe Bridge to
Longton road scheme, may become as popular a tourist
attraction as the adjacent pottery kilns!
The Structures division has won a Design & Build Contract at
HMS Warrior, Northwood Command Centre, with John
Mowlem Construction. Contract value is £5 million.
From Kevin Province and Martin Jacobs [Basingstoke]:
Last month we spent a couple of days contributing to
Basingstoke’s Cranbourne School’s Year 9 “Industry Days”.
Our task (along with a bit of PR for SWK!) was to introduce
Civil Engineering and the principles of problem solving to
about 100 children over the two days. Activities carried out by
the children included designing, costing, building and testing
to destruction bridges made out of balsa wood. The days were
very rewarding and included lunch with the Headmaster...
better than detention any day!!
From Gerald Skene [RAF Lakenheath]:
SAME Hits Lakenheath!
Oliver Greenwood (graduate Civil Engineer) currently
‘resting’ at Lakenheath between assignments, prepared a
presentation on Thursday 20th July for a party from the
Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) at the US Air
Force Base at RAP Lakenheath.
SWK is responsible for developing the brief, and provision
of the tender documents and site control on this £7 million
Develop and Construct Contract which has been let to a joint
venture of Mowlem and White Mountain, from County
Antrim. Project Manager David Green (Peterborough office)
has now recovered from his horrific car accident on the A161,
which left the car looking like a David Hockney sculpture, and
is now back taking the lead in this fast track project, which
must be completed for the return of the fighter aircraft at the
end of August.
Despite initial problems with the Pavement Quality
Concrete (PQC) mix design and teething problems with the
SGME concrete paving train (recovered from Australia) the
project is now achieving impressive production rates of high
3 PQC per week and 9000 tonnes
quality materials (3,500m
Marshall Asphalt (MA) per week). The SAME party were
able to see the PQC on the penultimate strip of the runway end
(300m long, 54m wide and 350mm thick), and the closing lane
of the MA Wearing Course to the main 06/24 runway, which
was laid in echelon ready for a special visitor next week.
But more of that in the next Big Issue, when we shall learn
of Oliver Greenwood’s arrestor trial following his thrust bore
activities in Suffolk C???) and Pavement Engineering’s work on
the ‘blisters’ which keep appearing in the runway surface!
Editors note: this story should run and run, blisters permitting.
,
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SPQftTS & SOCIALS

From Val Thompson [Chesteifleld]:
Chesterfield is currently changing the image of its library and

archives. It maintains a small but flourishing library and a
dormant filing store/archive (known as DFS but no relation to
a well known local furniture store!) for documents and
drawings.
During the past year DFS has undergone reorganisation
brought about by the decision to microfilm little used material
and the need for new premises. Suitable material was sorted,
indexed and dispatched to a microfilming contractor and the
remaining contents of DFS were moved during a rare spell of
warm weather in May to new premises which are it has be
said a great improvement! Staff working there no longer
have to dress for an Arctic expedition; in fact, conditions are
almost tropical which particularly appeal to me, as I previously
worked for SWK in Hong Kong where shorts, t-shirts and a
supply of cool toweLs were essentials for survival in DFS!
The reorganisation has included the transfer of the
computerised records to new software and staff will soon be
able to access them via their PC.
The library holds publications covering most of SWK’s
fields of expertise, particularly documents on highway design
and construction. British Standards, Dept of Transport and
Highways Agency publications are closely monitored as it is
essential that these are kept up to date. Information searches
can be done suing SWK’s library database and through external
libraries (eg the ICE and local libraries). SWK is also a
member of SINTO, an interlending network of 70 libraries in
this area, and is represented on the Sll%JTO Advisory Council
If you require information from the library or DFS, contact
me on ext 205 in Chesterfield.
-

-

Can you put together a team to meet the RedR Challenge?
This is a one-day event designed to be both physically active
and mentally demanding. It will test your team’s problem
solving, logic and tactical decision making skills, as well as
their fitness and ability to navigate. It will take place in the
Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire on Sunday 10th September.
Q: Is it physical?
A: Yes the winning team will be reasonably fit and
enthusiastic. Everyone who completes the course will have to
run 8-10 miles during the day. There will be frequent stops,
including a lunch break, and the physical effort will be
matched by the mental challenge.
Q: How many people in a team?
A: FOUR people
Q: What happens during the day?
A: The day will be divided into 3 stages: Stages 1 and 3 will
be active, with problem solving and tactical decision making,
generally whilst ‘on the move’. One stage will allow the use of
two mountain bikes by team members. Teams may, if they
wish, divide into pairs. Stage 2 will involve non-physical
mental exercise only. The currency of the event is TIME. The
actual running time taken to complete stages can be amended
by the winning of bonuses or penalties which are available
throughout the day.
Q: Why take part?
A: The Challenge will give the opportunity for personal
development and team-building. The Forest of Dean is a
beautiful area it will be a worthwhile experience, fun and will
raise much-needed funds for RedR.
The entry fee is £100 per team company teams are welcome!
In addition, RedR will supply sponsor forms so that team
members will be able to raise further funds through
sponsorship of distance run. Companies may make
contributions for their own teams.
Further information and entry forms are available from Carol
Hollingsworth tel: 017 1-820 0889 or 0171-233 3116.
The closing date is 25th August so act now before you go on
holiday!
-

-

-

* * Congratulations! * *
ACADE nc/PROFESSIONAL

The following people joined SWK back in 1965 and are still
here! Congratulations to Peter Webb in Basingstoke, who
reached his milestone on 2nd August, and Sergei Turceninoff
in London, who reaches his on 16th August.
-

Steve Thom at Reigate has successfully become a Member of
the Institute of Civil Engineers. His reward for becoming
Chartered will be two years’ hard labour in Karachi Port,
Pakistan, as an Assistant Resident Engineer.
Patrick Daws has graduated this summer in Civil Engineering.
Pat has worked for the Reigate office in previous summers,
and is there once again to give them a helping hand.
PERSONAL

Neil and Steph Evans have had a daughter Charlotte
Angharad on 13th July. She was born 3 weeks early but is
making great progress.
-

-

•Moves-- Moves-

-*

Moves--

Moves

Kevin McPherson will be moving from Basingstoke to Qatar,
and then Vietnam, for about 6 weeks.

-

-

From Jackie Constable [Basingstoke]:
Are you into flower arranging or just a plain basket case?! I
have an assortment of baskets, so if anybody would like them,
please contact me in Basingstoke on ext 252.
-

The Reigate office has just competed in the Honey Skittles
Tournament. Two teams of eight players were entered, named
The Nifty Fifties (as our two Directors both hit the half century
this year) and the Missionaries (because “we are always on
top”) both successfully qualified for the grand final from a
total of several hundred teams. During the heats we won a
large knitted puppet in a raffle that became our lucky SWK
mascot which obviously worked until the final when the
heavens opened and play became a little damp. None the less,
qualifying for the final was a great achievement considering
the quantity of beer served!
Paul Miles has recently taken part in the National Middle
Distance Triathlon at Ironbridge involving a non-stop 2.7km
river swim, 90km cycle and a half marathon run. He
completed the race in under five hours, placing him 34th in the
country and 3rd in his age group, which is sufficient for a place
continued overleaf...

on the Great Britain Squad at the World Long Course
Triathion Championships at Nice. However, he has decided to
concentrate on shorter distance events for the rest of the season
so will not race at Nice.

and from a triathion to...
...The Mentathion!
This is a weekend of fun and challenge which will take place
at Butlin’s Southcoast World in Bognor Regis, West Sussex,
from Friday 10th November until mid-day on Sunday 12th
November. It will entail two quizzes, a Treasure. Hunt and
teasing logic and lateral thinking posers. The competition is
open to anybody participants are organised into teams of 4
players and each team has a chance to win £1000 first prize or
runner-up prizes of £250 and £100.
Although accommodation at Butlin’s is available, you do not
have to stay. Teams entering from companies have the option
of entering a corporate challenge for teams of 4 employees.
‘Official’ company teams could win a trophy as well as the
prizes mentioned above.
The entry fee is £20 per person, or £75 per 4-person team.
There are discounts for those who choose to stay in Butlin’s
accommodation.
For further information, contact Eddie Tarbard at Pleasure
Breaks on 01243-554975 (tel & fax).
-

ample time to organise an event. The winner of the Pontifact
Putter also wins a number of golf balls donated by the
Basingstoke office.
The Southern Region has a match against Binnies on the
afternoon of 15th August. If anybody would like to play
please contact myself (ext 302) or Diana Clarke (ext 304) in
Basingstoke.
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Clerk/Typist needed for the Plymouth office. Main duties will
include typing, filing, administering the QA system, reception
and the mail. A minimum of two years’ office experience,
excellent word processing skills and a driving licence are
essential.
If you are interested, further details are available from Diane
Goddard, Personnel, Basingstoke (ext 210).

Look Look Look!
Don’t miss a chance to see probably the best West End musical
at the best available price! Tell your family and friends and if
necessary treat them to a trip to London, to see “OLIVER”, on
Monday 9th October. The tickets are usually £30, but you’ll
pay only £27, and be seated in the best seats (rows E to 3).
There will be a coach organised from Scott House for those in
the area; the price for this is to be advised (about £4.50). If
you want to confirm a seat, please contact Caz Spencer in
Basingstoke, ext 209. A £5 deposit per ticket will be required.
Tickets are likely to sell very quickly, so book now with your
deposit as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. Easy
payment terms are available please ask for details.
-

From Sergei Turceninoff[London]:
“Stamp Magazine” is a monthly philatelic publication to which
SWK subscribe. It is circulated to stamp collectors in London,
Basingstoke and Chesterfield. If you would like to be included
on the circulation list please let me know.
From Richard Cooper [Basingstokej:
Pontifact Putter
The Pontifact Putter is competed for annually by staff from
both UK and overseas offices. The results from a Stapleford
golf match organised by the participating office are forwarded
to the Basingstoke golf secretary, normally prior to that
office’s Measor Mashie competition (mid July). Last year the
Putter was won by David Blythe (Chesterfield); however, it
could not be located. The Putter was found a few days ago
hanging in Roger Doubal’s office (Scotland), too late for this
year’s Mashie, and will now be passed to David for the 1994
inscription.
For 1995, could SWK offices who wish to participate send
me the results by the end of September, which should give you

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoned through to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
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From Cathryn McDonnell [Basingstoke]:
You may or may not have noticed revised ‘Certificates of
Approved Training’ for ‘Chartered Engineers, Incorporated and
Engineering Technicians’ displayed in the registered offices.
These certificates have been amended with the Institution due to
Incorporation.
Arabic-English, English-Arabic translation is available from
Nader Mideast Law Ltd, who are lawyers with specialist
expertise in Saudi Arabia, the Gulf and the Middle East. They
charge £1 per 10 words, and can be contacted in the UK at 41
Redciffe Close, 276 Old Brompton Road, London SW5 9HY
(tel 0171-373 0975, fax 0171-835 2251), orPO Box 3593,
Jeddah 21481, Saudi Arabia (tel 02-665 2067, fax 02-660 8709).
Would everybody in the Basingstoke office please note that
when using Purchase Order (External Printing) forms, the pink
sheet should be sent to Accounts and the blue and yellow sheets
to either Sharron Rose in marketing (ext 297) or Mark Webb in
the studio (ext 312). Please also ensure that it is marked
recoverable or non-recoverable.
From Bob McGowan [Basingstokej:
A big welcome to Mavis Johnson, who has returned to work
after being away from Scott House since March due to ill health.
We all wish Mavis well.
From Lesley Brooks [Basingstoke Reception]:
Would everybody please remind their visitors, when they leave
Scott House, that they have to return their Security Passes to
Reception. The majority of them forget and walk off with them.
Many thanks.

L What’s Going On?
Several people have been kind enough to keep Scottlight up to
date on jobs won by their office or section. New Commissions
lists give only basic derails, and it’s therefore much more useful
to receive information on new jobs directly from those
concerned. Points of specific interest are:
• date of appointment
• estimated timescale and £value of commission
• brief details of what SWK will be doing
• the office/section involved
• the names and locations of key staff.
Even if you can’t supply full details at the time of commission,
there will be ample opportunity for updating everybody in later
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issues. Please keep Anna Evans informed of new business be
proud of your achievements!
-

From Mike LeGouais [Basingstoke]:
In Hampshire, SWK has been commissioned for the design of
flood relief bypasses to gauging weirs on the Wallop Brook
near King’s Somborne, and the Bourne Rivulet at Hurstbourne
Priors.
From Silvana Redler [Basin gstoke]:
I have recently been at the 7th International Conference on
Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled People: “Ideas
into Action” from 16th to 19th July in Reading. If anybody is
interested, I have full documentation on the conference. Please
contact me for information on ext 329.
From David Rhodes [Scott Neale]:
The latest from SN&P:
We have been commissioned to support Leeds Healthcare form
its new organisation through the integration of the District
Health and the Family Health Service Authorities, together with
management development.
We have recently won a 3 year term contract for the de
designation phase of Merseyside Development Corporation,
worth up to £250 million, and a similar contract for the Black
Country Development Corporation to the value of £60 million.
From Robin Dawson [Derby Southern Bypass]:
3rd August it’s another hot sunny morning on Derby Southern
Bypass, SWK’s last big (1 10 million) traditional road
construction job before the D&Bs (Design & Build) and
DBFOs (Design, Build, Finance, Operate) take over.
Earthworks are now in full swing, supervised by Chief Resident
Engineer Len Briggs with a total of 69 SWK staff.
Hidden behind main Contractor Tarmac’s plant shop is a
large white van marked BBC Radio Derby with a lOm aerial
poking out the top. Next to it, a fresh faced young presenter in
shorts grabs a sausage butty in one hand and a microphone in
the other as earthworks sub-contractor John Jones’ D400s roar
past. This is BBC Radio Derby’s breakfast programme live on
site.
Between 7am and lOam a motley collection of people were
interviewed live going on air between news bulletins, travel
reports, weather forecasts, easy listening music and other pre
recorded interviews. Tarmac fielded a selection from Contract
Director to on-site Caterer and truck driver; the Highways
Agency put on their Superintending Engineer and Project
Manager; Edwina Currie MP and Jim Froggat from Transport
2000 debated in the studio and SWK contributed with Siobhan
O’Mahoney and Robin Dawson.
And so, with a collective sigh of relief that the publicity had
not attracted any road protesters, the site continued getting on
continued
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with the job.
The Whittle Brook rehabilitation scheme in Warrington,
Cheshire, in which SWK is involved, has earned a mention in
the summer issue of NewsStream, the NRA’s newsletter for the
north west region, and the July issue of CIWEM News, the
magazine of the Chartered Institution of Water and
Environmental Management. It is the NRA’s first rehabilitation
scheme in the north west, and involves the planting of trees,
shrubs and flowers and the creation of new meanders and an
oxbow lake to improve the Whittle Brook area. Permanent
display boards will also’ be put up to explain the scheme, which
will provide a recreation area for the local community, and a
useful educational aid for pupils and teachers from nearby
Great Sankey High School.
Bill Jameson co-presented a paper entitled “River
Rehabilitation in the North West” to the AGM of the East
Midlands branch of the CIWEM on 17th May.
Two weeks ago we gave you a mystery: to identify us.
However, there was a huge clue in that issue did you spot it?
WE ARE BA}IRAIN. A tiny island (the Arabic translation of
Bahrain is ‘two seas’) which now boasts the best airport
terminal in the Middle East, thanks to 10 years’ design and
supervision by the SWK-led team. The airport wins
international prizes and continues to succeed we are now
designing phase 4.
We’ve had a few problems but even the Gulf War couldn’t
stop us (OK, we moved slowly when the scuds were flying but
never actually stopped!) and we are now justifiably proud of
our achievement. “We” are: John Macdonald, Engineer’s
Representative, trying to keep technical and contractual balls in
the air; Lira Rodrigues, the glamour girl-secretary with the
silver medal brains; and Viju Viswanathan Chellath, who
resolutely keeps the whole show on the road, despite his boss’s
wayward concentration.
We love to have visitors Jim Ambridge and the UK team
are coming this week. Let’s hope it doesn’t rain this time!
-

From Geoff French [Basingstoke]:
You will have read in the last issue about the RedR Challenge.
The Firm continues to support RedR as patrons and because of
this, is prepared to subsidise 50% of the cost for up to 6 teams
from different offices with the participants contributing the
balance. Teams would be able to raise the other 50% through
sponsorship if they wished. I’m sure we could also fund some
sort of prize for the leading office.
So that we all know where we are, could all those who wish
to enter a team for the Challenge let Anna Evans (Basingstoke
ext 297) know as soon as possible. We are aware of teams
from Environment in Basingstoke and Manchester 2nd
Runway, and there are rumours that there is one in Basildon
(please confirm). Once we have names and locations we can
Set about arranging finance!
From Duncan Pickard [Manchester 2nd Runway]:
An Airports team has been put together for the RedR Challenge
consisting of David Staniforth, Martin Young, James Roberts
and myself. What we’d like to know is whether the Firm would
consider supplying special t-shirts for us all. How about “SWK
in association with RedR” or something??? It’s good publicity!

For Sale & Wanted

-

-

From Jerome Munro-Lafon [Basingstoke]:
• London Airport Surface Access Study: SWK has been
appointed by the Department of Transport for this £500,000
study to investigate rail links between all the major London
airports. The study is to be completed by Summer ‘96 and is
being progressed jointly with MVA and Prideaux & Associates.
• Motorway Tolling: Tollstar, the consortium of which SWK is
a member, has been chosen by the government for motorway
tolling trials. The announcement came on 31st July, and the
Firm’s role will involve transportation planning and
environmental issues. The other firms in the consortium are
Peek plc, Racal Messenger, Combitech Traffic Systems and the
Transport Operations Research Group at the University of
Newcastle upon Tyne.

For Sale: Fridge (Tricky) to fit under working top, white, good
working order £40 ono. Contact Anna Evans in Basingstoke
on ext 297 or tel 01705-361442.
-
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To the Accounts Dept from Chris Sketchley [Basingstoke]:
With regard to your desperate plea (Issue 4) for an opportunity
to let down your effective hair (John Bean please note!) do not
despair. Watch this space.
Jack Gahir in India has suggested that we have a mind bender
or brain twister at the end of each issue of Scottlight, “for those
with an intellectual bend who are bored with the mundane”.
Jack has offered to provide one or two to start off with, so if
anybody else out there would also like to submit small puzzles,
lateral thinking questions or other such brain teasers, send them
in! We will try to publish one each issue, and if two or more
arrive in a week they will be kept for future use.
From Lira Rodrigues [Bahrain]:
Maybe features could be done on employees at different
locations on who they are, what their job is, what they actually
do, what they do in their spare time, maybe what they have
achieved (such as part time courses, etc) and what they plan to
do in the next 5 to 10 years.

SpORTS & SOCIALS
I hear Chesterfield recently had an office social how about a
few details from somebody??
-
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From Neil Evans [Basiizgstoke]:
Many UK jobs particularly mad/railway/airport drainage
studies and EIAs require basic rainfall, evapo-transpixation
and other climatological data. Where the client does not
provide this, certain data can be readily obtained from the
Meteorological Office Rainfall and Evaporation Calculation
System (MORECS), but at a price. I am currently compiling a
database of MORECS information collected from past jobs
which could be of use for future work. MORECS data covers
the UK in 40 x 40km grid squares and provides monthly, longterm averages maximum and minimum as well as data for
specific years. Once collected, data for one grid square should
be relevant for most future work within that grid square. If you
have any MORECS data, or obtain any in the future, please
copy it and send to me to add to the database. Also, if you
anticipate a need for climatological data for a location in the
UK, and cannoL obtain it for free, please contact me initially to
see if your location is covered by the database.
-

-

-

-

From Phil Green [London]:
Please would all staff remember to use the direct line when
telephoning SWK Holdings Ltd Phil Green or his PA/
Secretary. There is a short dialling code from the Basingstoke
office and perhaps other offices would like to follow suit. The
direct line is 0171-233 0011 (tel) and 0171-233 0055 (fax).

•
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David Butler, Managing Director of SWK Asia Pacific,
relocated to the Malaysia office in Kuala Lumpur on 3rd
August. Letters, memos and circulars for him should be sent to
the Hong Kong Metroplaza address, with a copy to Kuala
Lumpur. Unless otherwise indicated by the Directors’ Absence
List, phone calls should be placed to Kuala Lumpur (if no
answer, leave a message with Cecilia Lee at Metroplaza or
phone Richard Denton-Cox); faxes should go to Kuala Lumpur
with the first page also to Cecilia Lee; and all mail should go to
Kuala Lumpur.
Address: 2nd floor, 35 Jalan 7/70A, Sri Hartamas, 50480 Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.
Tel: -i-60 3 651 0898
Fax: +60 3 651 4899
There will be a lunchtime presentation given by Radiodetection
Ltd on the ‘Bloodhound and Fenoeye System’ on Wednesday
6th September 1995 from 12:30pm to 2:00pm in the
Basingstoke office, conference room 2. For further information
and to book a place, please contact Cathryn McDonnell in
Basingstoke, ext 350.

-

From Mark Webb [Basingstoke]:
Can anybody do calligraphy? If so, could you let me know (ext
312)? Thanks.
There’s been no response to the call in Issue 2 for nominations
for the British Consultants of the Year Awards or the Civic
Trust Awards. The deadlines are 7th September and 11th
September respectively, so if you are still considering putting in
an entry, contact either Anna Evans in Basingstoke (ext 297),
Jackie Mason at the British Consultants Bureau (tel: 0171-222
3651) Sarah Dinsmore at the Civic Trust (tel: 0171-930
0914).
The Suit Company in Basingstoke is offering local employees
the following benefits:
• 10% off retail menswear
• 20% off formal evening and morning wear hire.
All staff have to do is make an initial purchase (no minimum
limit) or hire, and mention SWK. The Suit Company is at 18
Hampstead House, Porchester Square, Basingstoke.
Please could all staff note that Marian Waldron (Basildon) is
spelled Marian and not Marion.

I What’s Going On?
From Anna Evans [Basingsroke]:
In last week’s issue (10th August) some of you may have
noticed Scott Neale’s truly astonishing achievement in
apparently winning £310 million worth of business.
Well, if these figures were right we could all pack up and go
home, safe in the knowledge that the whole Firm could survive
solely on the efforts of Scott Neale. Unfortunately, for £250
million and £60 million read £250,000 and £60,000
respectively. So don’t dream of huge bonuses just yet!
A thousand (not a million) apologies for what could be
described as... well... a super optimistic typo!
From Cohn McKenna [Basingstokej:
We are designing 4 multispan precast concrete glued segmental
bridges with external prestress (a first for SWK) for our Hong
Kong office, and SWIJ is assisting them on insitu concrete
structures, on the Route 3 Country Park Section, Yuen Long
Approach.
In the UK work is split between Chesterfield, where Ken
Weir’s team is designing the substructure and one
superstructure, and Basingstoke, where my team is designing
three superstructures. The majority of the design work should
be complete by December.

continued overteaf...

A new job for the Southampton office is the replacement of
windows at HMS Centurian. It will take about a year, and is
worth £800,000.

Moves—-. Moves-

-

Moves—-. Moves

Ian Hm joirccl SWK from Gibb Botswana on 7th August. He
will be working as Tc. Lrier en the Soweda Road Studies
in Cameroon for 2i/ years, and will be joined by his wife and
15 month old daughter.
The Peterborough office has just (11th August) waved goodbye
to Bob Hunt, who’s jetting off to a new appointment as SWK’s
geotechnics guru in Hong Kong. After 6 years in Peterborough
there were tears in Bob’s eyes whether this was due to smoke
from the barbecue or the cut of those shorts we couldn’t tell.
We just hope he doesn’t try to get through immigration wearing
them.
So it’s a goodbye to Bob and a big hello to Norman Wyld
from Basingstoke, who takes over as resident Associate.
New arrivals also include secretary Sue Mazzachelli,
vacation student Douglas Cutmore and graduate Sean Kent.
Sean has arrived on secondment from the NRA to help with the
Newport Pagnell flood alleviation scheme.
-

Steve Hutchinson (Reigate office) departed for Australia on
12th August. He will be working for SWIJ for a trial period of
3-4 months. He may come back, but then again, he may stay if
Oz suits him and his family!

Claire Dean joined the Environment Section in Basingstoke on
Monday 14th August.
With effect from 14th August, Zarin Patel will be based in the
London office on secondment from KPMG and will be working
for SWKIHL and SWKHL. Her role is Treasurer/Financial
Coordinator and she can be contacted through Phil Green
(London) or Bob McGowan (Basingstoke).

SpQftT5 & SOCIALS
From Richard Hennessy [Manchester 2nd Runway]:
Calling all SWK HepCity Challenge Teams!
So far, the combined SWK effort in the HepCity Challenge

hasn’tbeentoobad. Allourteamsareinthetophalfofthe 158
team league, but we can do better! The top SWK team is in 8th
position while the 2nd SWK team is in 50th position. Clearly,
if the top team could pass on tips to the other SWK teams we
should see a marked improvement in the Firm’s performance.
If all HepCity teams and anyone else who plays SimCity
2000 could send their tips to me or Andrew Evans at the
Manchester Airport 2nd Runway office (tel: 0161-489 2255 or
fax: 0161-489 2072) for publishing in next week’s edition of
Scottlight, then we may see another SWK team in the top 10...

From Nick Blake [Basingstoke]:
Who Said Basingstoke’s Boring?
The clouds drifted by, the birds sang, and the sun shone down
upon the grass at the Memorial Park in Basingstoke, then all ‘i
a sudden... 32 people descended like locusts with rounders bate,
balls andposts on the tranquil park to enjoy an evening of
rounders!
It was the challenge of the 1st floor of Scott House versus
the rest, and the sounds of a Batman movie came to mind with
a thwack! groan! clump! and the encore of “Catch it!” and
“Out!” Lots of running and grunting took place to leave a final
score after 11/2 hours of munders of 8 runs to 2 in favour of the
1st floor. Some memorable moments occurred during the
match such as Kit Chick not believing she was out when caught
behind, Emma Hawkins trying to catch the ball with her
stomach muscles when the ball was hit straight at her, and
Martin Nielsen running like a ferret in some very colourful
shorts! All retired to McDonald’s for food and then to the local
hostehy to talk over those memorable catches and the runs
made.
Thanks from Emma and Nick tø all who came (children and
all) and we look forward to the next game arranged for 6th
September. Wanna join us? Let Nick (ext 241) or Emma (ext
227) know.
The RedR Challenge
The SWK teams who hope to enter the Challenge are:
Environment, Basingstoke (known as the Runner Greens)
Manchester 2nd Runway
Derby Southern Bypass
ChesterfieldiNottingham/DSB (known as Scott’s Wild

Kard)
Plymouth

n
Jetty Engineer: There is an immediate vacancy for a Jetty
Engineer in the Falkiand Islands, for a period of approximately
6 months. If you have a knowledge of jetties and are interested
in hearing more about this wonderful overseas post, please
contact either Caz Spencer in Personnel, Basingstoke (ext 209)
or Richard Cooper in Overseas Roads, Basingstoke (ext 302).
Technician: There is another vacancy in the Falidands, this time
for a Technician. This would be a full working year’s contract
and is expected to start early January 1996. Again, if you are at
all interested in this post contact Caz or Richard as above.
For both of the above positions interviews with the Director of
Public Works will be at the end of August. We know it’s not
exactly the Caribbean, but whoever said civil engineering was
glamorous?!

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoned through to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
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Before you start wondering, Scottlight hasn’ tforgotten
which day of the week it is. This is a Special Issue,
produced in order to let everybody know about a major
development.
Geoff French has the details...
The Finn is delighted to be able to tell staff that it has
acquired the British Rail Design Offices at Swindon and
Glasgow. These offices, with their 200 staff in total, have
been our targets from the outset of the BR privatisation
process because of their technical capabilities, geographic
location and workload.
These offices have ongoing work that is, in general,
new to Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick and they immediately
raise the profile of the Firm as a major player in the
Railways sector. In addition, the acquisition significantly
enhances the capability of the Firm to compete for
railways work outside the UK.
An imposed requirement for confidentiality during
negotiations has meant that there has been little chance
for liaison between the staff at Swindon and Glasgow and
our existing offices. This will be redressed over the
coming weeks.
Finally it is worthy of note that this acquisition has
largely been possible as a result of the restnicturing of the
Finn on incorporation. This is the clearest evidence yet
of some of the advantages of going through that process.
Martin Nielsen, the Director responsible for Railways
who will be taking control of the Swindon operation,
commented:

“This acquisition further consolidates our position as
leading consultants to the transport sector. It provides us
with a substantial core of skilled railway professionals
and a workload that includes such major projects as the
Heathrow Express surface works and the clearance works
for running international Eurostar services north of
London.
“Both offices include civil and permanent way
engineers, surveyors, quantity surveyors, M&E
professionals with a railway specialisation and admin
support staff. The Swindon-based operation, MainLine,
will remain at its current location and staff at
Infrastructure Design Group will eventually merge with
the main SWK Glasgow office.
“Both of the newly acquired companies will initially
be retained as SWK Holdings Ltd subsidiaries. The two
offices will support one another and allow us to offer a
nationwide service to the railway industry. Initially,
MainLine will focus on the Central and Southern Regions
and overseas, while IDG concentrates its activities in
Scotland and bordering parts of northern England.
“Our network of SWK offices is crocial to future
success by providing a local front door for skills to local
clients, particularly with Railtrack. Furthermore, railway
consultancy and project management can and will
continue in our local offices, especially Basingstoke,
using MainLine and 100 in a supporting specialist role.
“This new strength in depth represents an exciting
opportunity for SWK. It also heralds our return to the
privatisation market. I am confident that you will give
our new colleagues an extremely warm welcome.”
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From Bob McKittrick [Chesreifield]:
‘Shiny’ logo paper, which is used for project description sheets
and general promotional material, will now be available to all
staff on the stationery budget. Should anybody wish to order
any large quantities, requests should be made to Mike Sales
(Basingstoke, ext 226). Smaller quantities (up to about 50
sheets) can be obtained from Sharron Rose (Basingstoke, ext
297).
For ease of document retrieval and reference, the job number
will be positioned discreetly in the bottom right hand corner on
all document front covers. Could all staff ordering front covers
please ensure they give the job number at the earliest time
possible, as production of the cover will not commence until it
has been received.
From Jullan Freeman [Dubai]:
SWK offices in Dubai are now connected to the Internet, if you
wish to show off, feel the urge, or even have something useful
to say, please send your Internet message to:
swkdubai@emirates.net.ae.
From Cathryn McDonnell [Basingstoke]:
I have only had one team (Plymouth office) that wishes to
participate in the 95/96 Prospects Cup Competition the annual
inter-firm business game which is open to Graduates and
professional staff in their first 2 years of employment and those
engineers wishing to continue their professional development.
The closing date for entries is Friday 15th September
1995, so if you wish to obtain further details and an entry form
please contact Cathryn McDonnell in Basingstoke, ext 350.
-

From Andrew Emberton [Basingstoke]:
Please note that the Scott House postroom has now moved to
the ground floor, near reception.
From Mavis Dedman [Basingstokej:
Please note that all Q form orders must be in the print room in
Scott House by Friday afternoon or first thing Monday
morning.
From Ray Casey, Security, [Basingstoke]:
Would any SWK staff like to be woken up in the wee small
hours of the morning, by security trying to send them a fax?
Security personnel are not always fully aware as to
which country fax numbers refer. Therefore, may I respectfully
suggest that a ‘post it’ note be placed on the cover sheet of

•
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outgoing faxes especially if the sender is aware of time
differences. This would ensure that happiness is manifest.
-

I What’s Going On?
From Cohn Morgan [Chesterfield]:
As a rider to Cohn McKenna’s note on the major bridgeworks
for the Hong Kong office (issue 7), I would add that the
geotechnical design is being carried out at Chesterfield, with
my team comprising Andy Goodwin, Andrew Naylor and
Stuart Bradshaw. At present, a ground model is being prepared
for the Au Tau Interchange area, and a parametric study is
being undertaken together with a preliminary assessment of
pile capacities.
The ground model follows on from the geotechnical
database which the Chesterfield office set up for Hong Kong
earlier this year; the information for this was obtained from
numerous files containing the results of a series of earlier
investigations carried out over several years. The database is
now being updated with further information being obtained by
the Contractor and provides a comprehensive and easily
manipulated and interrogated geotechnical record.
it is worth noting that the database is compiled using
gINT, a geotechnical software package which SWK markets
worldwide jointly with GCA of California, SWK covering all
countries outside of North America. This operation is run by
Andrew Nayhor at Chesterfield, with sales to date extending
well beyond the UK to France, Dubai, Malaysia and, of course,
Hong Kong. Finally, mention should be made of the efforts of
Philip Staten who initiated the scheme but who has since taken
early retirement to the Derby Southern Bypass site!
From Stuart Dungworth [SheffieldJ:
The Road Safety Audit Team, based in the Sheffield office, has
recently won a commission to carry out 50 Road Safety Audits
for Staffordshire County Council. The audits to stages 1, and 3,
will be carried out as Trunk Road schemes managed by the
County Council as agents for the Highways Agency.
Approximate value of commission £14,000.
-

From Andrew Aikman [Edinburgh]:
SWK’s Edinburgh office has recently been awarded the
following two Project Management commissions by MOD
Defence Works Services: the second phase of the
redevelopment of the Army (Scotland) Training Camp at Barry
Buddon near Dundee (i7M): and a new Medical & Dental
facility at Redford Barracks (f2M) to provide centralised
treatment facilities for the Edinburgh Garrison.

continued overeaf...

SWK have recently completed the project management

of a new Combined Kitchen & Messing Facility at Barry
Buddon Training Camp and were delighted to be invited back
to complete the Camp redevelopment. SWK’s Project Manager
for the Barry Buddon project is Andrew Aikman whilst the
Redford Barracks project shall be managed by Norrie Kitson.

Moves—- Moves—

-*

Moves—- Moves

From Rita Rattan [Basildon]:
We would like to welcome back after four weeks and two days
the Basildon Wanderer.
Worned staff here at the Basildon office placed an APB
in Scottlight (issue 4) to ascertain the whereabouts for Frank
Mar.chs1l, a two week holiday turned into a horrific four weeks
and two days nightmare for poor Frank.
But Frank “The Bridge” Marshall (from issue 4), was
back safely with not even a slight bit of colour. We suggested
that he should stick to Club 18-30’s then at least they can keep
an eye out for him.
Anyway we all missed him dearly and we are so glad
that he can join us back here at the Basildon office.
From Cathryn McDonnell [Basingstoke]:
Welcome to Suzanne Hallowes who joined the Highways!
Railways section on Monday 21st August 95, as a vacation
student.
Apology time! Ian unt joined SWK from Gibb Botswana on
7th August (see last week’s issue) not Ian Hunt. Sorry blame
it on a case of unreadable handwriting!
-

From Brian Hyland [Croydon]:
Dyfan Thomas has moved to the Croydon based Channel
Tunnel Rail Link working in the mid-Kent design team. His
direct line is 0181 666 6013. The geotechnical report writing
team will shortly be joined by Karen Mottram (on loan from
Chesterfield).
A further phase of site investigations will commence in
September requiring approximately 15 supervisory staff. SWK
staff joining the CTRL team based on site somewhere in Kent!
Outer London will be John Andrews (Basingstoke); Ian Finnie
(Chesterfield) and Kevin Power (seconded).

SPORTS & SOCIALS

placed at Basingstoke for the next 6 months year life, and
am currently looking for accommodation in the area. Can
anyone help? If so please contact me at RAF Lakenheath
(01638 532156) before the 2nd September or at the
Peterborough office thereafter. I am to start in Basingstoke
from the middle to late September.’
-

-

For Sale:
Psion 3 Organiser with Adapter, 64k memory & spellchecker,
excellent condition. £45.
Hitachi Upright freezer, hardly used, excellent condition,
reversible door, 4yrs old, 275 litre capacity, size: 59cm wide x
60cm deep x 155cm high. £200 ono.
Zanussi built-under fridge, v.good condition, no ice
compartment, 4 yrs old, 5.65 cu ft capacity, size: 55cm wide x
60cm deep x 86cm high. £95.
Al size drawing board, stand, drafting head, chair. £50.
Contact Gill Fisk, Marketing Dept. Basingstoke.

D

VCACO

Hydrologist for Channel Tunnel Rail Link at Croydon: We
need a part-time Hydrologist for CIRL design studies at the
project office in Croydon. The work will only be of the order
of 2 to 6 days per month giving advice on specific aspects of
the design of the railway. Included will be preliminary design
of watercourse and dry valley features intercepted by the
railway; track formation and highway drainage; outfalls;
balancing ponds and validating the work of our non-specialist
staff. If you are not currently working in this field but have the
necessary previous experience, and/or you have some spare
capacity and wish to discuss working on this prestigious project
please contact Brian Hyland on 0181 666 6385.
-

Secretary Personnel Dept, Basingstoke: We are looking for a
Secretary to assist the Personnel Manager and carry out general
secretarial, administrative and clerical duties. There may also
be a requirement to cover for other members of staff during
holiday periods etc. The role will be varied, interesting but
extremely busy!
A minimum of 4 years secretarial experience is
essential. Shorthand and the ability to use spreadsheets would
be advantageous. Previous experience of working in a
Personnel Department would be useful.
If you are interested in this position please contact Diane
Goddard, Basingstoke, having first spoken to your Section
Head.
-

From Mark Webb [Basingstoke]:
Bass player desperately needed for small Jazz & Blues band,
Basingstoke area. Please contact me on ext 312.

For Sale & Wanted
From Oliver Greenwood:
‘My time has come, I am a young graduate who has been
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From Anna Evans [Basingstoke]:
As we all know by now, we’ve been joined by just over 200
new members of staff from the BR offices at Swindon and
Glasgow. The following message is for these new recruits (and
indeed, for anybody else who has only recently joined the
Firm!)
Firstly welcome! What you have in your hands at the
moment is Scottlight. It’s the staff newsletter for the Europe
Region of the SWK Group: by this I mean for all the staff based
in the Firms offices in the UK, Europe and those overseas
controlled from the UK. It is the best way of telling everybody
about what is going on, not only about work (such as new jobs
etc) but also about things like weddings, engagements and
births of babies; news on sports and social events; and items for
sale. Clients don’t see it., so you don’t have to mind your Ps
and Qs. It’s completely informal and often humorous, editorial
control is minimal and just about anything factual can go in it.
It appears every week, usually on a Friday, and there should be
enough copies for every person to have one. You can file it or
bin it as long as you read it first!
Scottlight wouldn’t exist if staff didn’t contribute, so
everybody must feel free to send in their news for inclusion.
For clarification, the different sections are:
‘Attention All Staffi’ this contains items of general interest,
such as office meetings, warnings of firedrills and information
of which we all should be aware.
‘What’s Going On?’ details jobs won and lost, updates on
projects, news from overseas offices and the sites, etc.
‘Congratulations!’ lists academic and professional
achievements, exam successes, the birth of babies and
weddings, etc
‘Moves’ lists people who have left the Firm, been transferred or
seconded, retired, or who are new
‘Sports & Socials’ gives information on forthcoming events,
and also reports on those which have taken place.
‘For Sale & Wanted’ speaks for itself, as does ‘Vacancies’.
‘What’s on Your Mind’ gives you the chance to stand up and
be counted, with comments, constructive criticism, praise and
suggestions.
Your items don’t have to be typed (although this helps if
your handwriting isn’t up to much!) and you don’t have to have
the literary skills of William Shakespeare. All you need is a
pen and paper or a voice. Either fax me in Basingstoke
(01256-460582), phone me (01256-461161, ext 297) or send
me a memo (Scott House, Basing View, Basingstoke, Hams,
RG21 4JG).
So as we’d all like to know more about the new members
of staff, how about a few of you being brave and submitting
some items for next week’s issue? As I am away for a couple
-

-

-

-

-
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of weeks, please send anything to Sharron Rose (same address,
same extension).
From Martin Nielsen [MainLine, Swindon]:
Already we’re into week number 2, and it is business as usual
here in Swindon. The initial press releases dispatched by Anna
Evans generated a considerable amount of interest including a
live interview with David and myself on BBC Wiltshire Sound,
and TV coverage on the HTV evening regional news, starring
Mike Thorne on keyboards.
For your files, please note the following contact points:
MainLine (or MainLine Swindon Ltd)
Address:
Western House
1 Holbraok Way
Swindon, SN1 1BY
We have inherited the BR telephone system which assigns
individual numbers, so, for the moment, there is no central
switchboard. The following contact names and numbers should
therefore be used for direct dialling purposes:
TEL

FAX

Directors:
Martin Nielsen
515985
01793-515001
& David Dawson
Civil engineering (including bridges, survey):
515844
01793-515900
Alan Dray
Permanent Way:
515844
01793-515888
John Perkins
M&E:
515846
01793-515943
Phil Shepherd
Quantity Surveying:
515844
01793-515907
John Constantine
Personnel/AdminlFinance:
515846
Alan Morton, Peter Crane 01793-515742
will be
and
each
office
A full listing is being issued to
list.
reissued with the normal SWK telephone
From Anna Evans [BasingstokeJ:
SWK Today will, from October, be a changed magazine. It will
no longer attempt to be all things to all men (an impossible
task!) but will be aimed purely at clients. It will be issued
quarterly, in January, April, July and October and will consist
of 6 pages. Two of these will feature news from Asia Pacific
and Africa, leaving four pages on the Europe Region. It will
still be available for staff to read if they wish: the extent of the
distribution is yet to be decided, but it is expected that a limited
number will be sent to each office. Directors and Associates
will probably receive personal copies,
as will major clients, and spare copies will always be available
from the marketing support section in Basingstoke, should
anybody need them.

continued
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Scottlight seems to have taken off, and should now be
considered as the staffs newsletter, as it combines the ‘serious’
news (in brief, readable chunks) contained in SWK Today with
the light-hearted items that were featured in Around the
Regions. Around the Regions, incidentally, has now been
gracefully retired, having fulfilled its purpose as a bit of light
relief after ploughing through the useful-to-know-but-not-thatthrilling-to-read articles in SWK Today.
The October issue of SWK Today is now in the initial stages
of preparation. Staff are invited to contribute by submitting
articles and photos for inclusion. Bearing in mind that only 4
pages can be filled and that clients will be reading it, the
following guidelines should be kept in mind:
• articles should be a maximum length of 200 words
• photos, drawing or other illustrations should be included
whenever possible, as these help to break up the text.
• articles should not be too technical
• the client’s name should be mentioned
• a start date and an estimated timescale should be given
What we will be trying to achieve with the ‘new look’ SWK
Today is an easy to read, professionally presented magazine
which will give clients an overall view of the Firm and its
current involvements. We will still feature ‘human’ items such
as promotions, retirements and award wins, as these show that
SWK is proud of its achievements (and wants its clients to
know!). If articles are too long or too technical, the clients will
get bored and think that the Firm is also boring.
From lain Snaith [Basin gstoke]:
Client References
We are not receiving very many references from clients in the
UK or overseas.
It is very important to ask for one on completion of a
project, as such things are more and more in demand for
proposals on new projects.
For some clients particularly those in the UK this might
be something new and they may be cautious about making such
statements. Should this happen, it is probably a good idea to
suggest some form of wording that they could adopt, eg:
“This is to confirm that Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick carried
out an assignment for the design (225km) and contract
supervision (86km) of Miryana-Fort Portal Road to the
satisfaction of this Ministry.”
The reference can be more detailed (or more
complimentary!) than this, but the important points are that it
should be on the client’s headed paper and signed by a
relatively senior person in that organisation.
Please send copies of all references to Helen Ratokia
(marketing) or me, so that they can be added to our master file
of SWK group references.
-

-

Marketing Section, Basingstoke has established a file of
Translators of the principal languages that may be required for
future projects. Please contact lain Snaith either if you wish
help with translating requirements if you can add useful
names to the file for any particular language.
From Ken Goodingham [Basingstoke]:
The Scott House mall room has moved from the First Floor and
is now situated on the Ground Floor close to Reception.
The grand opening was accomplished without any ribbon
cutting or spraying of champagne. For the BA wits I can

‘-

positively confirm that bars are not being provided for the top
half of the stable door nor a hay trough for the bottom half.
We are, however, still trying to trace the young lady who stuck
a post-it note to the outside of the window stating “Do not tap
on the glass as it frightens the animals inside the cage”. Old
“Embers” has stoically ignored the jibes and got onwith the
job well done mate!!!!!!
Would visitors from other UK offices or BA personnel
visiting other UK offices please check with Andy Emberton to
see if there is anything that they can take with them. We often
have a number of small packages which would be far better
hand carried than posted. There is no excuse now that the mail
room is so conveniently positioned.
Courier despatches will continue to be handled by the
Admin Section on the First Floor this covers: DHL Overseas
Couriers, TNT UK Couriers and GAZELLE UK Couriers. The
Q60 courier application and the package(s) should still be
delivered to the First Floor courier designated area.
A special plea. The busiest time in the mall room is
between 4.00 4.45pm each day. Please try to allow Andrew
the necessary freedom from telephone queries and visits so that
he can really concentrate on meeting the Royal Mail collection
deadline.
Arrangements are in hand to post a “minder” on the mail
room door following any matches lost by Leeds United.
Should they ever reach the FA Cup Final a tin of blue, yellow
and white striped emulsion will quickly be at hand to
redecorate the room.
A word of caution to those non Leeds supporters: Andy’s
request to store his “Sealed Knot” pike staff in the mall room to
“stick up-em” is seriously being considered.
-

-

-

-

From Chris White [Basingstoke]:
The ICE is currently trying to expand the list of Reviewers they
have available for CPR, IPR and TPR. Some Members have
been approached and asked to consider undertaking this
responsibility. As I try to maintain a list of all those who act as
reviewers in the Firm, could I ask anyone who has been
approached by ICE to contact me if they haven’t already done
so. I would also appreciate a note or a call from all those who
are registered and active reviewers to confirm this and to
make sure my list is comprehensive. Thank you.
From Cathryn McDonnell [Basingstoke]:
To All UK Directors
SIRP ‘The Scottish International Resource Project’, have
provided a booklet which contains brief resumes of current
SIR.P participants giving outline information on their careers
and future plans. They represent 32 countries worldwide and
cover 30 subject areas and all are looking for a short term
placement to complete their studies.
At DWF’s request the booklet is currently being circulated
amongst you. However, if anyone is interested in seeing this
booklet immediately, please contact me on ext 350.
From John Tubman [Chesterfield]:
HELP!! Could whoever has Eric Warburton’s complete set (12
plastic folders) of official progress photographs for the
Adelaide Road Bridge refurbishment contract in Leamington
Spa, please contact either John Tubman (Chesterfield, ext
307) or Eric Warburton (Chesterfield, ext 241) as soon as
possible. The photographs are urgently required for another
purpose. Many Thanks.
continued overleaf...
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From this issue, a fee scale will be introduced when listing New
Commissions, to give a rough guide as to how much a job is
worth. Letters A to F will be used as follows:
A: £100,000÷
B: £50,000 £99,999
C: £10,000-49,999
0: £5000-9,999
E: £1000-4,999
F: less than £999
-

This is the first batch of New Commissions from 1st to 31st
July. There will be more next week.

Southern Region
Exeter: various small works D
Cambridgeshire: design, specification and tender documents
and site supervision for industrial site in Peterborough
(Commission for New Towns, Victoria, London) B
Avon: technical advice for M4 second Severn crossing
approach roads (SWK(PE)) E
Cambridgeshire: advice on series on small projects (Nene
Valley Railway Ltd, Peterborough) F
Devon: HM Prison Dartmoor, E Wing (HM Prisons) B
London: planning supervisor for demolition of existing
buildings and construction of new housing (Waltham Forest
Housing Action Trust) B
West Sussex: planning supervisor for coastal works (NRA
Southern Region) E
London: technical advice at West London Hospital (North
Thames Regional Health Authority) E
London: structural advice at Fleet Place (Cawder Electrical
Ltd) F
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

NOT BAHRAIN AGAIN!
Following several recent Scottlight articles from the Bahrain
office, Structures Section in Basingstoke decided to send the ATeam to investigate A for Ambridge that is. Jim was assisted
by Mark Harrison from Airports, Paul Deakin representing
SWK(M&E) and Alan Coomber who has filed the following
report:“We should have realised what was in store for us when we
were met inside the baggage hall by Lira wearing a red blazer
with holiday camp efficiency we were whisked off to our hotel
and presented with an hour by hour programme of meetings for
the next four days.
Instant production of minutes were required of us followed
by immediate typing by Lira overnight in some cases.
Meanwhile our vac student, Marwa, was giving us all a hard
time over the inaccuracy of the project drawing lists. We are
assured that there is no truth in the rumour that SWK Bahrain is
run by its women but it certainly seems that way!
Not to be outdone, Viju was busy proving the claim that no
letter was too old to be retrieved in seconds from his filing
system and Mohammed was producing tea, coffee and clean
cars at ever shorter intervals.
The pace proved too much for three of the team who retired
exhausted at the end of four days leaving the writer to pick up
the pieces whilst suffering five more days of being organised
by Lira and Marwa and in weather considerably hotter than in
England.
The serious side to all this is that SWK is now progressing
at full speed to complete the tender documents for the £15m
Phase 4 Development of Bahrain Airport more aprons,
taxiways and a terminal building extension exactly ten years
after having been appointed for Phase 1.”
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Central Region
Staffordshire: Hanley, Beeches Garage: Provision of supporting
traffic information for outhne planning application for the
redevelopment of 3.5 acre site (Hulme Upright & Partners,
Stoke-on-Trent) E
Derbyshire: Ashbourne, King Edward Street: estimation of
likely traffic generation of proposed carpark and preliminary
design of suitable access (Derbyshire Dales District Council,
Matlock) F
Derbyshire: Brethy slope inspection (Coal Contractors Ltd.
Chesterfield) F
No:tinghanshire: Kendrick Cars office development (Henry
Meiw Partnership, Nottingham) F
-

* Congratulations! *
Harriet Rook (Basingstoke) got a grade A in her GCSE
Spanish.
Anybody else had any results??

-

-
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Overseas
Uganda: feasibility study and detailed design for Karuma-Arua
Road (Associated Consulting Engineers) B
UAE: study of proposals to deepen existing quay wall at
Ajman Port (EMIRI Court, Ajman) C
-

From Caz Spencer [BasingsrokeJ:
Temporary moves Overseas: Steve Booth will be in India until
the end of September.
Ed McCrann will be in Vietnam until mid-September.

-

From Stuart Dungworrh [Sheffield]:
The Sheffield Office has won a commission to co-ordinate and
implement highway and traffic arrangements associated with
sewer improvements in Derby for Severn Trent Water.
Tasks involve “managing the interface” between the principal
consultant (Haswell Consulting Engineers) and the Highway
Authority and other interested bodies.
There will be upwards of 50 separate schemes requiring traffic
management (i.e. signing, diversions and road closures).
The work will last for approximately 5 years C.
-
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From Helen Ratokia [Basin gstoke]:
The Badminton Club will be starting up again after the summer
break, on 7th September. Sessions are held almost every
Thursday evening, from 6:00 7:20pm, at the Sports Centre.
Contact Helen (XL 297) or Nick Blake (xt. 241) for further
details.
-

-J

From Chris Jennison [Nottingham]:
I am again running the lilT Squash League (Midlands Branch)
competing for the SWK Trophy. Previous winners are Notts
CC (1993/94) and Leics CC (1994i95) and we are desperate
to stop this Local Authority monopoly.
To this end, any willing squash players of reasonable
standard who would be interested in playing between 5 and 7
matches throughout Sept to March, mostly in Nottingham,
would they please give me a ring NOW!
Signing on fees may be considered!! (Note: John
Saunders where are you!?)
From Sean Meades [Derby Southern Bypass]:
22nd Aug: The perfect summer’s evening: Sipping on a cool
glass of mineral water(!) as the sound of leather striking willow
echoed on the warm summer breeze.
This was the scene of the inaugural SWKITCL armac)
cricket challenge. SWK was put in to bat first and off 16 overs
we achieved a respectable 110 runs.
Top scorers Martin Jones and Steve Briggs both reached
31 in impressive style, whilst a solid 22 from Chris Roe took us
over the century mark. However, the evening didn’t pass
without the inevitable controversial decisions. Three very
dubious, doubtful, debatable and down right dodgy LBW
decisions had three batsmen slowly trudging back to the
pavilion with scores of 0,0, & 0, respectfully. These three
decisions coming from the office manager, our captain!, acting
(very badly) as umpire.
In reply, TCL struggled with the fading light, tight
bowling and excellent field placing. Stubborn resistance from
Hind (25) and Hooey (14) provided the only threat as they
reached 68 all out. A rather convincing victory for the RE staff
but all was forgotten once everyone retired to the local watering
hole for a little socialising and post match analysis.

C©O
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SWK has been short listed for a Technical Assistance Project
in Latvia (Go to Stockholm & Turn Right!) to provide
assistance to the Ministry of Transport through the Latvia EC
Project Management Unit. The candidate for the 18 month
assignment should have 15 years transport planning and
economics experience. Anyone who knows of a suitable
candidate should contact Peter Frankham in London.

()Xcvr’8
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How do you feel about the Job Database? Does it drive you
round the bend? Do you actually use it? Do you even know
what it is?!
For those of you who are unaware of its existence, the Job
Database holds about 2000 short descriptions of jobs
undertaken by SWK. It is accessible through the VAX system,
and descriptions can be printed out using Lex (a little used and
outmoded word processing package). In theory, the Job
Database should be useful: the descriptions are invaluable for
pre-qualification and proposal submissions. In practice, it isn’t.
The Database has enormous potential; it contains a lot of
information which, at the moment, is difficult to obtain. We
would like staff to make use of it, but appreciate that it could do
with some improvements!
Your comments on the Database would be gratefully
received by Sharon Rose in Basingstoke. Without constructive
criticism from its users potential and otherwise the Job
Database could end up being scrapped, which seems a pointless
waste. So please put pen to paper and send your views to
Sharon. Many thanks.
-

-

The Imperial Cancer Research Fund is having a fund-raising
event on the weekend of 30th September/ist October, near
Newbury.
Participants are invited to descend 1200 feet by rope on
a Supersilde, which will stretch from the top to the bottom of
Watership Down. If you would like to take part, and raise
much needed funds for Cancer Research, entry forms are
available from Marketing (see Sharron Rose). There is a
recommended donation of £10 to cover expenses and personal
insurance, and for everybody who raises over £100 in
sponsorship there will be a free specially designed Superslide T
Shirt. If you need further information, contact John Offord on
0181-399-0805.
-

For Sole & Wonted
For Sale:
Caravan: Glasgow area; Bailey Clifton EK 11984,2 Berth,
15ft, mains electric/12v zig unit controls. Fridge, gas oven,
grill, hob, hot/cold water, shower + extras inc. £1700
(Negotiable).
Contact Ruth Aitken, MO Phase 2 Stoke, Tel: 01782 596246
ext 340.
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Stuart Coventry [Basingstokej:
SWK are now represented on the ACE Environment Panel
(current membership of six). We are also members of the
Association of Environmental Consultants and the Institute of
Environmental Assessment. For further details please contact
Peter Guthrie or Stuart Coventry (Basingstoke).
Neil Evans [Basingsroke]:
Water Section and SWK Jordan are setting up a training course
in River Basin Management and Development aimed at
Moslem countries. It will be run in association with the Inter
Islamic Network on Water Resources Development and
Management (INWRDAM) and will be initially held in Jordan.
Course brochures have been produced and to facilitate their
distribution we need to know of any staff travelling to the
following countries before mid November, who could deliver
brochures to SWK offices and/or to particular organisations we
have targeted for marketing the course: Bangladesh, Egypt,
Indonesia, Lebanon, Mali, Niger, Pakistan, Qatar, Sudan, Syria,
Tunisia and Turkey.
If you intend visiting one of these countries (either for
business or pleasure!) and can help, please contact Neil Evans
or Mike Jones in the Water Section at Basingstoke.
From Simon Ellis [Basingstokej:
For those of you who are about to go on site: Do you have the
correct Health & Safety equipment? At Basingstoke we have a
well equipped H&S equipment store and are able to provide a
wide variety of protective clothing from hardhats to footwear as
well as other more specialist gear, such as harnesses and ropes.
If we don’t have what you need, we may be able to buy it for
the store and lend it to you for the length of the job.
If there is anyone who has borrowed FI&S equipment from
Basingstoke and has finished using it, could they please return
it to the store via myself. Also, if you have any ex-job H&S
equipment which may be of use to others, then we would be
interested in adding it to the store.
For Basingstoke Health & Safety equipment enquiries
contact Simon Ellis (ext 243).

7th September 1995
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I What’s Going On?
More New Commissions from 1st to 31st July:
Scale: A £100,000+; B £50,000 £99,999; C £10,000
£49,999; D £5,000 £9,999; E £1,000 £4,999; F less
than £999.
Southern Region
London: planning supervisor for implementation of road
markings on A102 priority route (Traffic Director for London)
E
Cornwall: planning supervisor for building extension at
Callington Community School (Cornwall County Council,
Truro) -E
London: planning supervisor for implementation of road
markings on A20 priority route, Greenwich (Traffic Director
for London) E
London: planning supervisor for implementation of road
markings for A2 Greenwich priority route (Traffic Director for
London) E
London: Dungeness B nuclear power station archive retrieval
(Nuclear Electric plc, Gloucester) F
London: Heathrow, site 5: planning supervisor for site
preparation and construction of new 4-storey office building
(Lynton plc, London) C
Berkshire: planning supervisor for ground floor
refurbishment of 7 Craven Road (Royal Berkshire Hospital,
Reading) E
Hampshire: planning supervisor for transit shed at RNAD
Gosport (Defence Works Services, Sutton Coldfield) D
Kent: advice on cracking (Amey Construction Ltd.
Abingdon) F
Central Region
Manchester: runway resurfacing at Manchester Airport
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Nottinghamshire: drainage provision study for Grantham
Road sewer study (Crown Estates, Peterborough) E
Humberside: layout design of Clive Sullivan Way access, Hull
(Associated British Ports Holdings Ltd, Hull) F
Warwickshire: advice on stability of embankment between
Rugby and Coventry on Rugby Birmingham line (Railtrack
plc, Birmingham) C
Overseas
Cameroon: Soweda road studies (Mascott Ltd) A
UAE: preliminary report, Central Prison (Murray Ward &
Partners, London) E
-

-

-

-

From Lesley Brooks [Basingstokej:
Would all staff visiting Basingstoke office from our other
offices, please make sure you sign the visitors book at
reception. As well as the obvious Health & Safety reasons it
makes sense to let me know you are here and where you will
be if only to let me put through any telephone calls for you as
efficiently as possibble. Thank you.

-

-

From Paul Hanafin jTelfordJ:
SWK has successfully bid for two commissions for
Birmingham University. Firstly, SWK staff will carry out a full
Transportation Study of all movements at the University, from
pedestrians to public transport. Secondly, SWK are to prepare
a t’ull traffic, highways and environmental assessment of
continued

overleaf...

Birmingham City Council’s proposals for an A38 Selly Oak
Relief Road. The preliminary line of the relief road includes
land owned by the University and SWK’s brief is to examine
not only the proposal but also alternative schemes including on
line improvements. Paul Hanafin is Project Manager in
Birmingham for both commissions, fee scale B.
From S Beniston [Sheffield]:
The Sheffield office has won a commission to carry Out design
work and assist with the implementation of traffic signal
schemes throughout the London area for the Corporation of
London’s Traffic Control Systems Unit.
The Commission is for one year, extendable to 18
months, and is expected to produce fees at scale C.
From John Orchard [Basingstoke]:
SWK has formed a joint venture with Parkman Consulting
Engineers to bid for a Highways Agency commission to
maintain and improve the motorways and trunk roads within
Avon County. This work is currently being carried out by the
Avon County Council who will cease to exist on 31st March
1996, under the Local Government Reorganisation.
Though SWK is currently the term consultant agents for
Monitoring and Regional Improvements of all motorways and
trunk roads in the Western Sector of Greater London.
As a firm we are keen to increase our involvement in
highway maintenance commissions because they are becoming
a substantial consultancy market. The Highways Agency’s
long term strategy is to replace the existing 91 Maintenance
Agents, which are mostly County Councils at present, with
about 30. These will be competed for by both public and
private sectors.
If any member of staff has experience of working on
the road network in Avon and/or with Avon County Council
then please contact John Orchard (Basingstoke) ext. 333.

Congratulations! * *
From Isobel Belton [Pavement Engineering]:
Congratulations to Shirley Baylis [SWK(PE), Nottingham] and
Terry who successfully tied the knot on Sunday 27th August.
As you would expect the Bride was radiant and the Groom
:errified, although he did stop shaking after his speech. An
invitation was extended to all the staff (and their partners) at
Pavement Engineering to join the happy couple at the evening
reception and a great time was had by all who were able to
attend, including three of the Company Directors, one of
whom in particular was enjoying himself dancing with both the
Bride and the Chief Bridesmaid.
Shirley and Terry have jetted off to Grand Canaria to
relax and reflect whilst we at the office are still recovering from
the reception and trying to hold the fort.
Doubly Whamy!
Andy Abrahams (with more than a minor contribution from his
wife, Lynne) successfully negotiated the arrival of twin girls
Molly and Katie whilst revising for the National General and
Construction Certificates in Occupational Safety and Health.
We are pleased to report that both the girls and the exam results
have turned out fine.

Moves-

-

Moves—*

-

Moves--

Moves

From Richard Leveit & Lindsay Thomas [Basingstoke]:
A belated welcome and thank you to Ceasar Kerali, Vacation
Student, who has kept the training desk functioning while
Lindsay Thomas has been overseas and Richard Levett on
holiday.
Ceasar will be with us until the end of September and is
following in his elder brother, Henry’s footsteps, by studying
civil engineering. Henry Kerali is well known to SWK as he is
a leading Highway Management Specialist at Birmingham
University.
Martin Oaten has recently joined the Transport Economics
Group in the London office and will be working under David
Bovill. Martin joins us from TecnEcon Transport Consultants
and his main area of expertise includes overseas transport
projects, especially in the roads sector.
David Jeffery will be leaving Doha on 8th September for a new
SWK assignment in The Gambia.
All matters concerning the Doha office should be
directed to John Prosser [Basingstoke] ext. 299.
From Marian Waidron [Basildon]:
The Basildon office would like to welcome Michelle Kane,
who will be working as a Temporary Receptionist.
We hope that she enjoys working here and we wish her
well.
Derek Webb is a permanent member of staff at Principal
Engineer level. He joined the Firm at the end of August and is
currently working in the Project Management section on the
second floor at Basingstoke.
Pat Lock will be transferring from the London office and will
join the Personnel Department in Basingstoke, as Secretary to
Alan Morton with effect from the 25th September 95. We all
welcome her back.
From Chris White [Basingstoke]:
Welcome to Jane Rouse who has joined SWK Holdings Ltd as
PA/Secretary to Phil Green. Jane is based in the London office.
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Some people will go to any length to get a mention in
Scoulight. David Riach (Glasgow) has just returned from
France, where he successfully completed the Paris-Brest-Paris
cycling randonnte. This 1200km event, which is held every
four years, originated as a race in 1891, but is now primarily a
long distance endurance exercise, the object being to complete
the distance within a given time limit. The clock doesn’t stop,
the event continuing through the nights, so time has to be found
to eat and sleep. David was one of 3000 riders and finished
within 64 hours in the top 10% of the field. (Brest is near the
point off Brittany).
From Mike Selly [Basingsroke]:
Aug 23rd 1995: After numerous weeks of near drought
conditions, when did the heavens decide to open? Yes of
course, at the annual Reigate versus Basingstoke Cricket
Match.

continued overleaf...

On a decidedly dodgy pitch, Reigate were put into bat and
after losing a couple of early wickets Tracey Neal, with a
belligerent 25 not output the home side on track for a
reasonable score. They progressed steadily but had not
counted on the bowling/fielding prowess of John Sawyer, who
not only took 3 wickets but contributed to a runout and held a
screamer of a catch to dismiss Adrian Tite.
Ian George had the bowling attack stuttering with a
couple of hefty blows, together with a very spirited innings
from Miss Jacci Hartt, but eventually the flight and guile of
Peter Rodd won through.
By this time the drizzle had turned into a torrential
down poor and with Reigate achieving a very respectable score
of 96, both sides retired to the local hostelry. Despite the
premature end to the cricket, the evening was thoroughly
enjoyable and on behalf of the Basingstoke team, a big
thankyou to Reigate for their hospitality. Look forward to
seeing you all again next year.

For Sale & Wanted
For Sale: Ford Fiesta 1.4 Ghia, E Reg, Champagne Gold, Low
Mileage. Excellent condition, taxed and years MOT.
£2500.00. Please contact Stuart Allabush [Basingstoke]
ext.243.
For Sale: Deep red Gibson Epiphone Solid Guitar excellent
condition complete with lead, soft case, strap and tutors
£200.00 ono, also Kimbara Blonde fretted bass guitar £60.00
ono. Contact Nick Jansen, Mainline, Swindon. Tel: 01793
515944.
-

-

Ed Note: Please let us know if you’ve managed to sell anything
through this feature.

(i)Xc’r’6 4i Yojift Mt?
From Bob McKittrick [Chesterfield]:
As you know, SWK Today will become more client orientated,
and this fact raises the matter of appropriate distribution.
Because it will no longer be aimed at staff, it seems an
unnecessary waste to print sufficient numbers to account for
every employee of SWK worldwide, which is the present
situation.
I would suggest that between 25 and 30 copies are given
to each Director, both for their personal use and for
distribution to their clients. Additional copies could also be
made available to Universities and Research establishments,
etc.
A decision on the number of copies to be printed will be
required by the beginning of October. Comments on the above
proposals and further suggestions are welcome.
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Azs Pair Available:
Slovakian Female (Martina) age 24, has been in the UK since
April. Good English, wants to stay in Basingstoke. Available
from 1st October. Contact Jeanne Prosser on 01256 4744085.
A pair of wooden ‘mortar & pestle’ earrings were found during
the Scott House post room move.
The owner should claim them from the ‘lost property’
collection, Mike Sales (ext 226) as Andrew Emberton
completely refutes the suggestion that they are his.
From Eddie Foster [Basingstokej:
We have two new jobs in Mongolia which will keep us busy
there for another two years. The following office address can
be used for marketing and postal purposes.
SWK&Co. Ltd
do Department of Roads
Chingis Khan Avenue
Ulaanbaatar 210628
Mongolia
Tel:
976 1 310503
Fax: 976 1 325753
From Cathryn McDonnell [BasingstokeJ:
There will be a lunchtime technical presentation given by ‘Sika
Limited’. The presentation will be an overview of their
involvement in the Construction Industry worldwide and will
look through case histories of major projects recently
undertaken which will be drawn from the following areas of
woric Concrete Repair systems; Grouting (flexible & rigid
systems); Adhesive bonding; Concrete protection and
waterproofing; Joint sealing systems; Corrosion protection
systems.
The presentation will be held on Wednesday 4th
October 1995 from 12.3Opm 2.OOpm in the Basingstoke
office. To book a place or to obtain further information,
please contact Cathryn McDonnell in Basingstoke (ext 350).
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I would like to sell it and give the money to Loddon
School, (residential home for children with Autism). This is a
registered charity.
I would appreciate it if you could carry on collecting this
and leave it with the Section Secretary for my collection. I will
also leave a box by each photocopier. Please do not put
coloured paper into the boxes as this lowers the price that the
recycling company pay.
From Bob McKittrick [Chesterfield]:
Poole Harbour Crossing Bridge Design Competition:
Many of you will have read in the NCE and elsewhere of the
design competition for Poole Harbour Bridge. I had been
aware of this for almost a year and had enlisted the help of a
UK architect and a firm of long-span bridge specialists from
Canada when the competition was announced in late July. I
obtained a copy of the competition Conditions and brief.
The information was carefully studied and it quickly
became clear that a great deal of work would be needed in
order to progress through the three phases of the competition
and that even if we became one of the eventual three prize
winners we would spend more than the £100,000 prize money
to do so. Following discussions with other Board Directors it
was agreed that the financial risks far out weigh the potential
gains and hence we will not be submitting a competition entry.
Interestingly, the other firms with which we were
planning to associate came independently to the same
conclusion stating that “the competition is too wide open to tie
up valuable human and financial resources” and “Essentially
the client wants to have engineers examine various alternatives
while he only pays for the cost of examining one. This is not a
good business proposition for us.”
I am convinced that we made the correct decision.

fl What’s Going On?

-

Scale: A £ 100,000+; B £50,000 £99,999; C £10,000
£49,999; D £5,000 £9,999; E £1,000 £4,999; F less
than £999.
Southern Region
Berkshire: planning supervisor for Florey Unit Repairs (Royal
Berkshire Hospital, Reading) E
Dorset: amendments to tender documents and tender evaluation
for Bournemouth International Airport extension
(Bournemouth International Airport) E
Dorset: amendments to tender documents and tender evaluation
for Bournemouth International Airport extension
(Bournemouth International Airport) E
Berkshire: pre-lease structural survey of Portman House,
Reading (Harris Group of Companies, London) E
-

Attention: All GUA’s
There will be an evening meeting held at the ICE on Tuesday
26th September 1995 from 5.3Opm-7.3Opm on ‘Dam Politics’.
If anyone is interested in attending and contributing to
the discussion, please contact: Cathryn McDonnell ext 350 in
BA for further information and a booking form.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Diana Clarke [Basin gstoke]:
On wandering around the building (in a working capacity of
course) I have noticed that there are several boxes of white
scrap paper.

-

-

continued overleaf...

Hampshire: planning supervisor for new factory development
(Telsis Ltd, Fareham, Hants) D
Hampshire: planning supervisor for motorway tolling trial
ground investigation, Basingstoke (Highways Agency, Bristol)
-E
Hampshire: planning supervisor for HMNB Portsmouth
(Defence Works Services, Sutton Coldfield) D
Hampshire: planning supervisor at oil fuel depot, Gosport
(Defence Works Services, Sutton Coldfield) D
London: supporting role for options study for use of redundant
accommodation at Shell Centre, London (Shell International
Petroleum Co Ltd) D
Central Region
South Yorkshire: design and site supervision at Northern
General Hospital’s Sheffield School of Nursing (University of
Sheffield) C
North Yorkshire: technical assistance on A19 Dishforth to
Tyne Tunnel DBFO (Amey Construction Ltd. Abingdon) A
Derbyshire: design of Foxholes Farm sewer diversion (HJ
Banks & Co Ltd, Co Durham) E
Warwickshire: Coventry Airport environmental review
(Coventry City Council) E
Birmingham: installation of oil spillage interception scheme at
HIvI Prison, Featherstone (SWK M&E)
Overseas
India: refurbishment of British Airways executive lounge and
offices, Bombay (British Airways, Heathrow Airport) E
-

-

-

-

female engineers and graduates to four, her Spanish and Polish
language abilities should be in demand in our promotions into
Latin America and Eastern Europe.
We are sorry to lose Ian George to pastures (or waters)
new with another firm in Plymouth.
Mike Costares has finally returned from Hong Kong’s
maritime office, after his original 1 month stint at Easter was
extended, and extended and so on.
John Gorham finally got his visit to Oman (Pakistan),
after nearly 2 years working on the SRC project.
Unfortunately, the only way he could get a swim was for his
vehicle to be rolled down one of the reclamation bunds into the
sea we’re very pleased it wasn’t too serious, John.
Finally, Paul Fraser has left us for the time being to take
up a position in Basingstoke.
-

-

-

-

-

-

Congratulation.s!
Another triumph for the dreaming spires of North
Nottinghamshire College, Worksop. Robin Dawson
[Chesterfield] has passed the NEBOSH National Certificate
Examination in Construction Safety and Health and has gained
a distinction.
Richard Brown (Plymouth office) became engaged to Annabel
Orfila on 27th August following his marriage proposal in the
romantic setting of Dartmoor.

Moves—-- Moves-

-

Moves-- Moves

From Rita Rattan [Basildon]:
The Basildon office would like to say “Good Luck” to Melanie
Harris of the Basildon office, who is leaving us on Friday 15th
September 1995 to have her first baby.
She has been a great person to work with, and we hope
that she doesn’t have any ideas of dumping the baby on us,
when she wants to spend a day shopping.
We wish her and her husband Kevin all the luck, as they
will need it with all those sleepless nights that they will be
having.
Martin Finlay, a former Contract Engineer in the Plymouth
office, has now joined the permanent staff as a Senior
Chartered Engineer. Welcome aboard!
Simon Thomas [Reigate]:
We welcome Renia Lopez who recently graduated from Leeds
University. Not only does Renia increase the number of our

SpOftT5 & SOCIALS
From Nick Blake [Basin gstoke]:
There is a new ‘Skirmish’ facility at RAP Greenham Common
in the Building training complex opened recently. After the
success of the last Skirmish at Lasham some 2 years ago, I
think it’s about time we had another one.
Greenham Common has 70 two storey buildings located
in some 16 acres that the game scenarios are based in and
around. Subsequently the weather does not affect the games to
a great degree. (They also have a licensed bar for afterwards!),
food is provided and so is eye, face and head protection.
Costs are £20 per head, paintballs are £6 per 100 shots
with the first 50 free.
Is there anyone out there who would like to join me
(friends included) to splat those pellets at all those work
colleagues who you like so much?
Contact Nick Blake (ext 241) ASAP if you are
interested.
From Neil Armitage [Derby Southern Bypass]:
A damp evening on Thursday 7th September saw the second
meeting in ongoing soccer clashes between SWK and Tarmac’s
central section.
Having lost the first encounter 6-3, it was clear from the
outset that the yellow’s of SWK (no cowards here!!) were in
determined mood to seek revenge. However, a 2-0 setback in
the opening 15 minutes was unplanned but did little to dampen
the resolve as SWK fought back with tenacity to score just
minutes later through Martyn Jones. Tarmac established a 2
goal advantage once again before silky skills from Alistair
Mcintyre and Martyn Jones in the midfield engine room
provided scoring opportunities for Dan Brookes and Neil
Armitage which were duly taken.
With the score at 3-3 as the second half got underway
SWK continued to press the opposition and were rewarded
when a strike from Dan Brookes, underlining his £8.Smillion
valuation, was helped over the line by a Tarmac defender. This
prompted renewed attacking pressure from Tarmac as they
searched for an equaliser but solid defending led by the free
transfer bargain from Basingstoke, Pete Newman, and
intelligent breaks from midfield increased SWK’s lead to 7-3
with goals from Dan Brookes (2) and Sean Meades. Tarmac hit
back with a free kick but SWK were not to be denied as
Brookes claimed the match ball with his fourth goal.

continued overleaf...

Final score 8-4. Post match analysis in the local club was
accompanied by a buffet courtesy of the Sports & Social fund.
Many thanks to everyone who participated in an enjoyable
evening.
From David Johns [Birmingham]:
Is there life in Telford? If judged by the number of articles in
Scottlight since inception many would say no. Time to put that
right! This summer a team was entered in a local inter company
squash competition. Playing at the International Racquets
Centre on a Tuesday evening the team, Roger Dixon
(Captain), David Johns, Richard Heard, Stewart Williams and
Rod Thorpe, faced some tough opposition. Other more
fortunate companies were able to call on both county and
national standard players who mentioned “ringers”. We still
managed to scrape a second place, unfortunately from the
wrong end of our league. The squash was enjoyable and we
will enter again next year.
For the winter months it is envisaged that the training
will be rigorously organised by the team coach, Cohn “Nick
Nick” Dutton, a devout believer in the benefits of the daily
internal application of a real blend of water, hops, sugar, yeast
and malted barley.
-

From David Johns [Birmingham]:
Bob McKittrick’s comments on the print run for SWK Today
are sensible full staff circulation no longer seems to be
appropriate. However, I suggest that only circulating to
Directors is not enough. Staff will still be interested to know
what is being printed especially as they may be in contact with
a client who has been sent a copy. In addition some of the
smaller offices do not have a full time Director and would miss
out on the opportunity to keep the local profile of the Firm
high. Please consider the following:
1. 25-30 copies to Director’s and Directorless offices
for issue to clients.
2. 1 copy to Associates and PEs for information and
circulation to staff.
3. 5 copies to receptionists for waiting areas.
The numbers above can be adjusted in time to suit individual
needs.
-

Five teams from SWK offices took part in the gruelling Red R
Challenge last Sunday 10th September. A detailed report of
the day will be appearing in Scortlight next week.
At this stage we are eagerly awaiting the final placings.
It is understood that the Runner Greens were last seen in the
Forest of Dean looking for Check Point 2!
Thanks to everyone who sponsored the five teams, and
thanks for the beers, Alan Brookes!

Engineering Assistant: Mainline at Swindon have a vacancy
for an Engineering Assistant. In this position you will
undertake multi-disciplined Mechanical & Electrical
Engineering schemes (primarily electrical) from feasibility to
design, contract procurement and implementation. Duties will
include CAD and use of Hevacomp and other speciahised
computer software.
A Graduate Engineer is preferred (at least HNC
electrical standard). The successful. candidate will have
completed a post qualification engineering training
programme in electrical engineering. If you are interested in
this position please contact Diane Goddard in Personnel,
Basingstoke (ext 210).

WXcrr’ 4i Yopft Miqzl
From Chris Ford [BasingstokelCroydon]:
Why don’t we have first names as well as surnames on SWK’s
internal phone lists? We all use first names within the
company and I can’t be the only person who doesn’t know parts
of everyone’s name.
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From GeoffFrench [Basingstoke]:
Wearing my English Operating Company hat, I recently issued
a memorandum to all Directors, Associates and other Section
Heads on the matter of travel bookings for business trips. For
general information purposes, and to restate the changed
requirements, please note:
• All travel bookings for trips up to 1 month in duration are to
be made by Mavis Johnson (Basingstoke, ext 339)
• All travel bookings for trips in excess of 1 month duration
are to be made by Caz Spencer (Basingstoke, ext 209).

21st September 1995

•

It’ What’s Going On?
The first batch of New Commissions from 1st to 31st August:
Scale: A £100,000+; B £50,000 £99,999; C £10,000
£49,999; D £5,000 £9,999; E -£1,000 £4,999; F less than
£999
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Southern Region
Anglia: NRA Term Consultancy 1995 for Lincoinshire,
Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire, Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex
(NRA, Peterborough) A
London: term contract to provide structural engineering advice
for small schemes (Borough of Barking & Dagenham) B
London: term contract to provide civil engineering advice for
small schemes (Borough of Barking & Dagenham) D
Devon: involvement in 14/15 dock anchor trench covers, part of
the ongoing SWK involvement in future facilities work in
Devonport Naval Base (Devonport Management Ltd,
Plymouth) D
Norfolk: H&S planning supervisor for new visiting facilities at
HM Prison, Norwich (HM Prison Service, London) D
Wales: repairs and construction supervision for Strumble Head
lighthouse access bridge (Trinity House Lighthouse Service,
ToW) E
Essex: modifications to 29 Rising Grove, Basildon (Basildon
District Council) E
Norfolk: professional advice relating to the road paving on the
All Besthorpe-Wymondham improvement scheme (Alfred
McAlpine Construction Ltd) F
Cambridgeshire: inspection, report and professional advice
with regard to 96 Guntons Road, Newborough (Carmichael &
Co, Loss Adjusters, Maidstone) F
Essex: topographic survey and design of surface water drainage
improvements to an area of Shell Haven Refinery (APG
Salamis JV Ltd, Shell UK Ltd) F
London: provision of copies of SWK drawings for 12 1/122
New Bond Street showing bracing and stitching that was
installed (Richard Watkins & Associates, London) F
Central Region
Cheshire: River Gowy flood alleviation scheme feasibility
(NRA North West Region, Warrington) A
Staffordshire: planning supervisor for construction stage of A50
Blythe Bridge-Queensway road scheme (Highways Agency,
Birmingham) C
Essex: expert witness services regarding heave damage to a
house in Hornchurch (Alsop Wilkinson, London) C
North Wales: report on the effects of production quarry blasting
on the conveyor tunnel at Pant Quarry (Wimpey Asphalt,
Warrington) E
Leicestershire: inspection of structural defects in building site
(Leicestershire County Council) E
-

From Anna Evans [Basingstoke]:
Contributions for SWK Today
As explained in Scottlight (issue 9) articles are needed for the
October issue of SWK Today. Please could I have any
contributions (in the form of short articles, photos, project news
etc) by Friday 29th Seotember. All members of staff are free to
contribute, so please do or it will be a very small issue!
Contact me on ext 297 if you have any queries.
Would everybody please note that as from 21st September, the
SWK presence at RAF Lakenheath will cease.
From Shani Flint [Basingstoke]:
SWK’s Water section and Thames Water are setting up a
training course in Integrated Water Resources Management to
be held at Reading University in July-August 1996. Course
leaflets have been produced and to facilitate their distribution
we need to know:
a) of any staff travelling overseas between now and the end of
December who could deliver leaflets to SWK offices and/or
organisations which we have targeted for marketing the course,
b) of any mail being sent by courier so that they can be
included.
Please contact Shani Flint or Nick Blake, Basingstoke, ext 241.
Development in Africa
Lunchtime discussion meetings will take place at the School of
African and Oriental Studies (SOAS) on 18th October and 15th
November. The principal aim is to promote discussion of
development issues between people in business and academics,
voluntary agency personnel, civil servants and journalists.
They will begin at 1:00pm and last for 1 hour. A sandwich
lunch will be available from 12:30pm at a cost of £5. Further
details and application forms are available from Anna Evans
(Basingstoke, ext 297).

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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West Midlands: investigation of cracks in a floor slab at SEMA
Group offices (SEMA Group Facilities Management) F
Scotland
Falkirk: ground investigation of proposed tip site (Wimpey
Minerals UK Ltd. Bristol) D
Overseas
Mongolia: transport rehabilitation roads project (Ministry of
Infrastructure Development, Ulaan Baator) A
-

-

Institute Undergraduate Design Competition. The brief was to
design a tubular steel bridge to carry passengers from a
magnetic levitation station, over the airport access road, to the
terminal building. The Plymouth team came joint first with
Heriot Watt University and Jeremy was presented with his prize
last Tuesday at the Institution of Civil Engineers.
Congratulations Jeremy keep up the good work!
-

-

From David Dawson [Mainline]:
Two new commissions have been obtained recently by the
Quantity Surveyors. The first is a full tender evaluation report
on the 9 tenders invited for track renewals work. This is
Railtrack’s pilot scheme to introduce competition into track
renewals.
The second job is the preparation of bills of quantity for
inclusion in Railtrack’s tender document for the repainting of
the Royal Albert Bridge.
Mainline has been asked by Railtrack SW Zone to work on the
development of schemes and provide estimates for new
flyovers at Bermondsey and New Cross Gate, by mid
November. Dick Watts is the Project Leader for this major
scheme for a new client.
Mainline has won a tender to prepare a feasibility report into
the redevelopment of Lowestoft Station. Dick Watts is the
Project Leader for our new Railtrack Property client at Fitzroy
House, London.

Congratulations!
From Mehmet Yil,naz [Chesterfield] and Steve Handsley
[Basin gstoke] (independently):
Jack Gahir (SWK India) has co-authored a paper with Prof
Peter Fookes entitled “Engineering performance of some
coarse-grained arid soils in:the Libyan Fezzan”, published
recently in the May 1995 issue of the Quarterly Journal of
Engineering Geology. It dealt with the engineering properties
of soils encountered during the construction of the Great Man
Made River Project, in which Jack was involved when he was
employed as a Geotechmcal Engineer by Dong Ah Consortium,
a Korean contractor. The project involved the construction of
major hydraulic structures to bring fresh water from aquifers in
the Fezzan Sahara to the populated coastal regions of western
Libya.
Long Service Awards
Congratulations to the following people who have shown true
grit and stamina, not to mention loyalty, in having been with
SWK for so long!
Pam Hare in Plymouth celebrated 10 yeats with SWK on 9th
September.
Paul Gray in the London office celebrated a tremendous 30
years with the Firm on 13th September.

In the August issue of Around the Regions, the supplement to
SWK Today, there was a report that Stuart Logan was marrying
Pauline Bradley on 9th July. This innocent little remark
obviously caused a certain amount of confusion, as
unbeknown to the editor there are two Stuart Logans in SWK
one (we’ll call him Stuart the Elder) in Harare, Zimbabwe and
one (Stuart the Younger) in Glasgow. Sue, the wife of Stuart
the Elder, on hearing the news that her husband of many years
had suddenly got married, wondered what he had been up to on
his various trips out of Harare! Stuart the Younger, on realising
the mix-up, had this to say: “Though I do sympathise with my
namesake I cannot help thinking that this evens the score. A
number of years ago, as afresh young graduate, I was panic
stricken on receiving an invitation from the ICE Pequesting I
give a talk on airports in Africa (something obviously meantfor
Stuart the Elder!) As my knowledge then on Africa consisted of
watching Tarzan films and episodes of Daktari, this indeed was
a daunting prospect!
“Pauline and I thank all SWK stafffor all their kind
messages and the generous gift. They are both much
appreciated.”
-

-

-

Sergei Turceninoff (London) has passed the NEBOSH National
General Certificate Examination in Occupational Safety and
Health, qualifying him to act as an SWK Planning Supervisor.

Moves-*- Moves-

-*

Moves--

Moves

Temporary moves overseas...
David Staniforth has moved out of the Airports section in
Basingstoke and will be in Thailand for the next 3 months.
Leighton Williams and Doric Tong have temporarily departed
Basingstoke for Mongolia. Both are expected back during
October: Leighton at the beginning and Doric at the very end.
Martin Pickup, again from Basingstoke, has departed to Kenya
for a period of 2 months, where he will be working on a
Wildlife Services project (sounds like he’s landed himself a
good one any more posts going, Richard??!)
-

Graham Hetherington has transferred from Erzincan in Turkey
to the Bihar Project in India as the Materials Engineer. He will
be accompanied by his wife and son.

-

-

From David Dawson [Mainline]:
Jeremy Reece joined our Civil Engineering Division recently
after completing his 1st class honours degree at Plymouth
University. Jeremy and a fellow student were chosen to
represent the University in this year’s Steel Construction

David Jeffery has transferred to the Gambia where he will be
based with his wife for the next 31/2 months, which comes after
21/2 years in Qatar.
Nigel Curtin has transferred from Sudan and will now be based
in southern Sri Lanka as Resident Engineer (a much nicer
posting, well done, Nigel!)

continued overleaf...
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David Judge has joined the Firm and initially will be in
Mongolia for about 4 months.

CzCO

A2D

Calling all Graduate Engineers...
Have you got geotechnical experience and would you be
interested in a short or long term posting in Hong Kong? If the
answer to both questions is yes, please send your current CV
and an indication of availability (please check with your
immediate manager) to Caz Spencer in the Personnel
Department (Basingstoke, ext 209).

Terry German has also mobilised to Bihar as the Roads
Adviser.
Paul Miles has fmished his year at Reigate office and has
started on site at Weymouth.
Leavers:
Helen Caidwell (Basingstoke) on 4th September
Ian George (Reigate) on 8th September
•
Joiners:
•
Welcome to Nicola Giles, who joined the Basingstoke office on
11th September as an Incorporated Engineer Trainee.
•
•

SPORTS & SOCIALS
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Attention all Basingstoke staff!
To celebrate 21 years in Basingstoke, there will be a function
for all Basingstoke staff and their partners on Friday 6th
October at The Vyne, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke, from
7:30pm. It will be a buffet supper followed by a disco. All
staff should have received a notice about this, the bottom of
which should be torn off and returned to Sue Blanchflower,
indicating whether or not you and your partner will be able to
come. If you haven’t seen this notice, contact Sue or your
Section Head. Acceptances/Regrets should be returned by
tomorrow (Friday 22nd).
From Duncan Hamilton [Glasgow]:
This year’s SWK (Scotland) Golf Outing took place on 7th
September at Brunston Castle Golf Course, Ayrshire. Up for
grabs was the prestigious KWOGS Quaich and a team prize
was also available, keenly contested for by Glasgow,
Edinburgh, M74 and IDG. First place went to W Burrell
(IDG). By allowing an IDG representative to win on their first
appearance it was felt that the recent boardroom directive to
allow ‘integration and harmonisation’ had been satisfied! 2nd
place went to A Oliver (Glasgow), and A Frew (Glasgow),
Norrie Kitson and A Napier (both Edinburgh) all tied for 3rd
place. W McBride (IDG) won the wooden spoon.
Edinburgh won the team prize, and remaining prizes were
awarded to R Anderson for nearest the hole at the Par 3-8th,
and to R Howie who confirmed his reputation as the ‘longest’
in Glasgow.
Special thanks to Peter Campbell who once again ensured a
good day was had by all.

Jack Gahir in India has sent in the following puzzle.
Hopefully he will provide a solution at some point (!) but
until then, why not have a go...
“Twelve identical balls weigh exactly the same except one.
Given a pair of scales can you find in three attempts which
is the odd ball and whether it is lighter or heavier than the
other eleven.”

Over the page is a special reportfrom those valiant ladies
and gentlemen who braved the elements in the Forest of
Dean earlier this month in the Redi? Challenge. OK, so
maybe SWK didn’t win out overall (that honour went to the
dubiously named ‘Bert’s Bangers’, whoever they are) but
the fact that a large amount of money was raisedfor RedR
isfar more important!
Well done to everybody who took part.

*
*

STOP PRESS!!

*

*

*
*
*
*
*

*

We have just been informed that Associate Steve
Brundle, Project Manager at Manchester 2nd Runway,
has won the Civil Engineering Manager of the Year
Award, organised by the ICE. There will be more
details in next week’s issue.
Very many congratulations to Steve from everybody at
SWK!
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
‘

For Sale & Wanted
£f.E
For Sale: Ford Escort XR3i, D reg, low mileage, excellent
condition, taxed, MoT. £1,275 ono.
Contact Alison Gurr in Basingstoke, ext 300.

continued overleaf...

The RedR Challenge 1995
On Sunday 10th September Red]? (the charity that provides engineers and technicians to relief organisations worldwide)
held theirfirst charity challenge event in the beautiful Forest ofDean in Gloucestershire.
The event lasted afull day and was split into 3 stages. Stage 1 (with the aid of 2 mountain bikes per team of 4) involved
solving clues to navigate around various checkpoints in the forest, collecting further clues en route and lasted anywhere
between 2’/2 and 4’12 hours! Stage 2 exercised minds with a general knowledge/logic quiz. The final stage required teams to
venture out into the forest once again (accompanied by the now torrential rain) to collect building materials, ie, bamboo,
string and wire, to construct a structure capable of supporting an egg 6feet off the ground. A ‘Trap Door’ worth substantial
bonus time (actually a box with combination lock) was hidden in the forest and was available throughout the day to all teams
who could solve the clues to find it and crack the combination.
As a patron of the charity it was encouraging to see SWK well represented with S teams out of the total of 32.
Performances varied (see individual team reports below) but all competitors would agree that although finishing the day
knackered, wet and hungry, the event was a resounding success with a total of about £1000 being raised by SWK teams,
The Team Reports (in order of success)...
1) ‘Scott’s Wild Kards’ (Andrew Payne, Martyn Glossop,
Nigel Lloyd and Pete Newman) led the pack! Arriving the
evening before, we had plenty of time to discuss last minute
tactics over a few drinks. Buoyed up by a healthy fried
breakfast we started the day’s activities in pole position as team
number 1. With a unique blend of youth and experience,
strategic use of bikes and managing not to get lost too often we
finished the first stage strongly, narrowly missing out on the
yellow jersey. A valiant last ditch attempt by ‘Fingers’ Glossop
and Lloyd was thwarted as they returned with the prize from
the ‘Trap Door’ but without having the requisite combination!
We finished a surprising 4th overall,
-

2) ‘Yes to R2’ (Duncan Pickard, James Roberts, Martin
Young and Sarah McMenemy who stood in for David
Staniforth at the last minute when he came up with the feeble
excuse that he had to fly to Bangkok that evening) represented
the Airports Division, and went a long way to demonstrate why
trees are not allowed to grow on airfields. Intrepid tactics like
asking the starter whether the instructions were in code, and
giving an impromptu lesson in ‘Zen and the Art of Mountain
Bike Maintenance’ failed to get us the place we deserved (we
came 23rd). Many thanks to our ground support team, some of
who deserved their wings.
-

3) The ‘Former Foston Four’ (as in bypasses, nearby prisons
etc!) team comprised Andy Butt, Sue Moore, Mark Pearson and
Jil Postlethwaite. Sue travelled at least ten times further than
the other three and arrived first. Mark was concerned about his
stripped thread, and Jill wondered what all those levers were for
anyway! Objectives set and coded coordinates deciphered, the
FFF started out purposefully on Stage 1. We soon realised that
all those weeks of intensive training had worn us out too soon.
Later in the stage, the tea shop staff were unimpressed by our
search for a bonus time clue, and a local pallet company’s
postcode wasn’t even a clue! Stage 2 taxed our minds, and
completely failed to dry out our socks! We decided that most

of the famous quotes could probably be attributed to Oscar
Wilde or Noel Coward. We thought that an extension, or
rather, reduction of time for Stage 3 was claimable due to
inclement weather. Unfortunately not. Several drenched
engineers elevating raw eggs 6 feet above a school playground
with canes and bits of string and wire may seem ridiculous to
you, but to all of us it was a great achievement! We came in
hot on the heels of R2, in 24th place.
4) Geoff Redwood, Jenny Farley, Lee Welsh and Jackie
Constable, otherwise known as the ‘Mascoteers’, managed to
complete the course, even though some team members chose to
take the scenic route. Although the rain never stopped, this did
not dampen our spirits (just everything else) and now that we
know which way up a map goes, we are looking forward to
next year’s challenge. A big ‘thank you’ to all those who
sponsored us, especially Alan Brookes of Mascott, who was
there supporting us all day. Just to keep everything nice and
neat as regards placings, we trotted in after the FFF, in 25th
place.

5) And finally (some might say appropriately) a report by the
‘Runner Greens’ (Martin Birt, Dominic ‘it’s a bit of a strange
one’ Howgego, Helen Ratokla and Claire Woolveridge). In
addition to agreeing to take part, the Runner Greens made two
major mistakes: firstly, being conservative with the beer
drinking the night before; and secondly, including in the team
two geography graduates who have enough trouble negotiating
the Basingstoke Ring Road, let alone the myriad of paths and
tracks encountered in the depths of the Forest of Dean. To cut
an extremely long, exhausting and tragic story short, the
Runner Greens came a ‘close 29th’. However, we beat the
Atkins team and developed a real sense of team spirit: at one
point Helen even pretended to be out of breath to make the rest
of us feel better. Anyway, as Oscar Wilde (or was it Noel
Coward?) said: “It’s not the winning, it’s the taking part that
counts.”

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoned through to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
I
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ALL STAFF!”

URGENT MESSAGE FOR ALL BASINGSTOKE STAFF!!
Please ensure that you let Sue Blanchflower (2nd floor
Directors’ office, ext 262) know by 5om tonight (Thursday
28th September) if you want to come to the 21 Years in
Basingstoke celebration at the Vyne on Friday 6th October.
Please try to give a straight yes or no, as it’s going to be a sit
down knife-and-fork sort of hot buffet and Sue (along with her
partner in crime Pam Mcintosh) needs to know how many of us
there will be. Both ladies are tearing their hair out, so your
cooperation will be greatly appreciated!
Please note that the address for the Malaysia office has changed
slightly. The address that should be used is as follows:
Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd
2nd Floor
No 35 Jalan Sri Hartamas 7
50480 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia
Tel: (60) 3 651 0898
Fax: (60) 3 651 4899
-

From Diana Clarke [Basingstoke]:
Regarding my plea for scrap paper (issue 11), the first delivery
has been made I now know how a donkey feels! For all the
hard work we raised £15.40, approximately £1 a box. Thank
you all very much and please continue to collect your scrap
paper. I will keep you informed as the balance rises.
-

From Isobel Belton [Pavement Engineering]:
There will be a series of one day courses for 199 5,)6 presented
by Pavement Engineering. These are:
• Use of Ground Radar in Pavement Assessment (ref: GR-95)
on Tuesday 17th October 95
• Network Surveys: the High Speed Road Monitor (HRM)
and Associated Techniques (ref: HRM-95) on two dates:
Tuesday 7th November and Wednesday 8th November 95
• Detailed Pavement Evaluation: Falling Weight
Deflectometer (FWD) and Associated Techniques (ref
FWD-95) on Tuesday 5th December 95
• Design of Bituminous Materials (ref: BMD-96) on Tuesday
16th January 96
• Developments in Bituminous Materials (ref DBM-96) on
Tuesday 13th February 96
Please phone (0115-922 9098) or fax me (0115-943 1302) for
further details.
From Peter Innes [Basingstoke]:
As a CIRIA Core Programme Member, we have just received
copies of a Funders Report “Control of Risk: A Guide to the

•
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Systematic Management of Risk from Construction”. This
should be required reading for project managers and all others
with responsibility for pmjects. Copies will be placed in
Basingstoke and other office libraries.
From Elizabeth Wallace [Basingstoke]:
Bob McGowan would like me to remind all staff claiming
expenses to read section FA4 in the Red Book regarding VAT.
Wrongly completed forms will be returned to the claimant for
correction.
The contact details for David Jeffery in The Gambia are as
follows:
SWK
P0 Box 2091
Sere Kunda
The Gambia
Tel/Fax: (220) 495108

I What’s Going On?
Continuing the New Commissions for August:
Scale:

A: £l00,000+; B: £50,000 £99,999; C: £10,000 -£49,999;
D: £5,000- £9,999; E: £1,000 -£4,999; F: less than £999
-

Southern Region
Hampshire: planning supervisor for the construction of a new
access to the Defence Evaluation & Research Agency (DERA,
Famborough) D
London: roof works at 33 King William Street (Gleeds) D
Hampshire: planning supervisor for a geotechnical site survey
which forms part of the Land Quality Assessment phase 2
project at HMS Nelson gunwharf (Defence Works Services) E
Berkshire: planning supervisor for a number of jobs at the
Royal Berkshire Hospital, including the replacement of the roof
covering to the Maternity Block, fire precaution works to the
North Block and Eye Block, and fire certification works for the
South Wing (Royal Berkshire & Battle Hospitals NHS Trust)
each job= E
London: investigation and report into proposals for
reconstruction at Euston Tower (Property Holdings) E
Surrey: planning supervisor for construction of a new retaining
wall at Bramley House, Redhill (Reigate & Banstead Borough
Council) E
London: general refurbishment of the 1st floor of Charing Cross
Hospital including the proposed installation of heavy X-ray
equipment (David Baker Architects, London) E
Berkshire: planning supervisor for the radiotherapy unit
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

continued overleaf...

refurbishment at Royal Berkshire Hospital (Royal Berkshire &
Battle Hospitals NHS Trust) E
London: provision of copies of drawings and preparation of a
short report on the fabric of Shell Mex House (Shell UK Ltd,
London) F
-

From John Perkin [Mainline]:
Mainline is to carry out a clearance survey and evaluation study
for Crewe-Preston European Passenger Services. The client is
Raikrack Major Projects Division (NW) and is fee scale A.

-

Central Region
Central: preparation of desk studies, design of site
investigations, tendering, leuing, supervision of SI, preparation
of factual report, identification and evaluation of reclamation
options for British Gas Properties phase 2 (S W CDM) C
West Midlands: A38 task force highways advice (Birmingham
University) C
Derbyshire: expert witness services in respect of damage
caused to a property in Darley Dale as a result of heave/
settlement (Kennedys loss adjusters, London) C
Derbyshire: preliminary feasibility study for Spondon bypass,
which will facilitate a housing development (HJ Bankes & Co
Ltd, Chesterfield) E
Merseyside: planning supervisor for ground investigation
contract for Bootle Strand Centre redevelopment (Land
Securities Properties Ltd) E
West Midlands: structural survey of terraced house to advise on
the cause of external cracks and proposed repair methods
(Hamptons Risk Management, Pinner) F
-

From Stuart Coventry [Basin gstoke]:
CIRIA has published Special Publication 122 “Waste
Minimisation and Recycling in Construction A Review”,
following the research project undertaken by the Environmental
Division (see item in issue 4). We are currently taking the
research forward with the intention of producing further
guidance for each of our clients, designers and site staff.
-

-

-

-

-

-

Scotland
Long Forgan stage 1 road safety audit (Crouch Hogg
Waterman, Glasgow) F
-

Overseas
Pakistan: Karachi Port berths 5-10 supervision (Karachi Port
Trust GM(P&D) A
Australia: secondment of S Hutchinson to assist with
developing maritime expertise (SWLJ) E
-

-

-

From Anan Allos [Basingstoke]:
Planning, Transport, Research & Computation (PTRC) is a
non-profit making organisation that runs transport related
courses and technical conferences. One of its major events is
the annual European Transport Forum (ETF), aS day
conference attended by about 700 delegates from all over the
world, with a particularly heavy presence from both Western
and Eastern Europe. Creating an impression at a gathering of
this sort is therefore important for the Firm in terms of
company kudos.
For the past 2 years David Farthing has been a member of
the Airport Committee at PTRC and I have been a member of
the Outreach Committee for some time. Last year, Steve
Vincent and Steve Leach presented a paper at the ETF on GIS
applications in transport. Geoff French also presented a paper
on the Staines Movement Study that we had carried out.
This year’s ETh was held earlier this month at Warwick
University, and an SWK presence was felt in force, with both
David Farthing and myself chairing some sessions. David also
presented a paper on Manchester Airport and I gave a paper on
the work we have been doing for Swekrac relating to the
Heathrow access.
I believe that such conferences are a very useful forum for
making people aware of the different areas of work in which
SWK can get involved, and can result in useful contacts in
procuring future work with a wider client base.

From Seamus O’Sullivan [Southampton]:
New jobs for this office are:• an option study for the replacement of 400m of jetty at
HMNB Portsmouth (Defence Works Services) C
• project works adviser for provision of racking and MHE in
2 of 100 store, FIMNB Portsmouth (Defence Works
5000m
Services) C
• remedial works to heavy slipway rails at RAP Hythe
(Defence Works Services) E
-

-

-

From Eddie Foster fBasingstoke]:
SWK in the Land of Chingis Khan!
We recently added Mongolia to our list of Remote Places in
Which to Work (the Falkiands and Madagascar being two other
notable locations), having completed an ADB-funded Road
Master Plan and Feasibility Study. This project, which
involved the likes of David Bovill, Ed McCrann and Gareth
Hearn, covered the whole of the 12,000km state road system,
and made recommendations for road rehabilitation and
improvement schemes. It led to our being appointed to design
rehabilitation measures for 300km of roads, two major bridges
and 70km of new road. Work began in August, and Leighton
Williams, Bob Weekes, David Judge and Jack Gahir have all
been roped in to provide specialist input. Martin Pickup,
Anthony Poll and a few others are awaiting mobiisation!
A third commitment is a project which aims to improve the
organisation and execution of road maintenance by the
Mongolian Department of Roads. Our input started in May and
will continue for three summer seasons (we don’t want to be
there in winter, not when it’s 350 below!). Bob Weekes, Kevin
McPherson, Lindsay Thomas and Gareth Heam have all
contributed and Doric Tong is out there at the moment.
We have an office in Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mongolia,
with 5 local members of staff. They are:
Bazarragchaa Sarantungalag “Sara”, who speaks superb
English and, we are convinced, is a strong candidate for Prime
Minister of Mongolia in about 20 years’ time!
Lundui Otgontsetseg “Otgon”, an English teacher, fine
translator and competent word processor handler
Davaakhuu Purevtsetseg “Pudo”, a fine word processor
operator and competent translator
Lundui Battsetseg “Tsetseg”, who does a good line in
coffee: a vital member of the team
Gombodorj Badral “CK”, the driver, in whose hands we
frequently place our lives, with some confidence.
As you can imagine, our expatriate staff have had a little
difficulty in pronouncing Mongolian names. However our
local staff have kindly adopted shortened versions to reduce the
toll of dislocated tongues! In the case of our driver, he appears

continued overleaL

to be about the toughest character on two legs. Consequently
the expat members of the team refer to him as “CK” short for
Chingis Khan (“Ghengis” is actually a mispronunciation).
CK’s fearsome namesake was, of course, the man principally, if
somewhat indirectly, responsible for one of the world’s great
feats of civil engineering. The Chinese built the Great Wall in
order to try and keep him out. It therefore seems that this
monumental work should actually be classified as an
engineering failure because it didn’t work!
We are confident that SWK’s current endeavours in
Mongolia, while somewhat more modest, will meet with
greater success. After all, we have CK on our side!

Moves--- Moves-’

-

Moves—-

Moves

-

-

Welcome to Karen Head, who joined the Plymouth office on
18th September as a Clerk/typist.

SPOftTS & SOCIALS
From Alan Morton [Basingstoke]:
Particularly for all soccer enthusiasts, but especially for
Andrew Emberton, I would like to know who can come up with
the names of the three pairs of brothers who have played (1st
team) football for Leeds United since 1965. Answers to me
please! (ext 207).

Congratufation.sI
From David Farthing [Basingstoke]:
As reported in last week’s Scoulight, Steve Brundile has won
the Civil Engineering Manager of the Year Award. He beat 3
other finalists to gain this prestigious title, and was presented
with a medal and £500 at a special dinner held at the ICE in
Great George Street, London, on 19th September. The New
Civil Engineer has interviewed Steve, and the write-up appears
in this week’s issue (28th September).
Steve was entered for the Award in recognition of his
outstanding work at Manchester Airport, where we are
responsible for the airfield planning and design of the proposed
second runway. As Project Manager, Steve led the team of
airfield planners and engineers, coordinated input from a wide
variety of sources and acted as expert witness at the recently
completed public inquiry. The results of this are expected next
year and if approval is granted, the new runway could be
operational by 1999.
As well as congratulating Steve, we should welcome the
ICE’s initiative in introducing the award and helping to raise the
profile of project management by Civil Engineers whose
education and training makes them well suited for this role. It
is noteworthy that the panel of judges, in giving Steve this
award, have accepted the principle that good management is
just as critical for the design stage as well as the construction
stage of a project.
We should thank our client, Manchester Airport, for not
only appointing the ‘best firm for the job’, but allowing us the
‘space’ and responsibilities which has given Steve the
opportunity to thrive and to play a central role in assisting the
Manchester Airport’s Runway 2 Project Team to develop this
unique and complex project. The Award is well deserved.

For Sale & Wanted
For Sale: Camera Pentax Asahi (Spotmatic) single lens reflex
with 3 lenses: 50mm f 1.4, 35mm f 3.5 and 135mm f 3.5. A
collectors’ item in impeccable condition for only £240. Please
contact Anan Allos, Basingstoke, ext 328.
-

From Grant Scholes [Glasgow]:
On 4th September my wife, Maureen, safely delivered into the
world, with only a modicum of assistance, our daughter
Jennifer Jayne. She (Jennifer, that is, not Maureen!) weighed in
at a respectable 7lbs l4oz. Both are doing well.
Stuart Coventry in Basingstoke and his wife Jacqui have had a
baby boy called Joshua. He was born at home in the wee small
hours of 26th September, and tipped the scales at 81b 2oz.

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed ot’ phoned I hrough to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
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From John Nutt [Peterborough]:
At the Institution of Highways &
Broaday
N.ki,,g iT
$,, R,d.
Transportation’s Conference at
Reading University on Friday
29th September, we announced the formation of Broadway, a
consortium of which SWK is a member. The way in which we
chose to declare the news was to say the least a little
unusual! To give staff an idea of why Broadway exists and
what it hopes to achieve would probably be best explained
using the method employed last Friday, when a town crier,
complete with an old-fashioned scroll and a loud bell, was
engaged to make the announcement...
-

-

“Oyez, oyez!
Honourable members of the Institute draw near and hear this.
Oyez, oyez!
On this day of the 29th September in the reign of our illustrious
Queen Elizabeth III wish you all to know that there is now a
new group createdfor the management of cart tracks, horsedrawn coachways and other byways, currently known as
pavement management services. This group wishes to be
known as Broadway.
Oyez, oyez Broadway!
Let it be known that Broadway is the joining offorces of ICL,
the computer systems company, WS Atkins, planning and
management consultants, Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick, consulting
engineers, and EXOR, the ORACLE database company.
Specialist skills will be brought to bear on computer related
requirements in the management of our much maligned
carriageways.
Oyez, oyez, Broadway!”
-

The consortium was formed in response to the call for more
efficient planning of road maintenance procedures. Increased
investment in information technology (the Highways Agency
has £45 million to spend on IT) will lead to better preparation,
which will result in less disruption to traffic. In the words of
Tim Gibson of consortium leader ICL: “Broadway will provide
a low-risk, cost effective package which will be tailored to meet
individual requirements”. ICL will provide project
management and supply, install and support equipmenL SWK
will establish client/user requirements, assist with physical
design and train users to ensure successful implementation.
WS Atkins will be responsible for the system’s technical
design, and the EXOR Corporation’s ORACLE highways product
will deliver most of the system’s core functions. Broadway is
currently putting together a proposal for the privately financed
Highways Agency Pavement Management System (HAPMS).
As to the derivation of the name, Stephen Vincent and I

•
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explored a large number of possibilities with Geoff Redwood,
only to find that they were not available. I can’t really
remember why we ended up with ‘Broadway’ except for the
fact that I was visiting SWK (PE) Inc near New York at the
time and it does at least rhyme with ‘oyez’!
From Peter Frankham [London]:
One of our trainee transport staff- Yalina Laritchneva from our
office in Samara, Russia - will be at SWK for work experience
between 7th November and 19th December. We anticipate that
she will spend approximately 2 weeks in the London office and
4 weeks in Basingstoke, in the Transport Planning section.
Yalina is in her early twenties and speaks excellent English.
She is looking for digs in London and then in Basingstoke.
If anybody can provide accommodation, or knows of suitable
digs, please advise either Martin Duris (London), Pat Lock
(Basingstoke) or myself. Suitable recompense will be paid.
From Mavis Dedman [BasingstokeJ:
The print room in Basingstoke now has a new photocopying
machine, which is capable of a lot more than the old one!
Therefore, before bringing your items down for copying and/or
binding, please give me a call first so that I can let you know
exactly what the machine can do and in which form your
documents should be submitted.
From Anna Evans [Basingstoke]:
Could staff please note that all press releases should be issued
through the marketing support section in Basingstoke. This is
to ensure:
a) that it is sent to the appropriate magazines and newspapers
b) to enable an up to date file to be kept of all such documents
c) to avoid possible duplication, especially with Hong Kong
and Africa.
If you would like to issue a press release, please contact me on
ext 297.
Prospects for South Africa
Worldaware will be holding a meeting for people who are
interested in development in South Africa, particularly in the
role of the private sector. It will take place on Friday 27th
October at the RTZ, 6 St James’s Square, London SW1 from
1.OOpm, with a buffet lunch available from 12.3Opm. Derek
Egleton, Executive Director of the National Economic
Initiative, will be speaking on “Overcoming the economic
imbalances of the past - the development of small business as
the solution for South Africa’s economic and employment
problems”. There will be an opportunity for questions and
discussion. If you would like to attend the meeting, or would
like further details, please contact Anna Evans (Basingstoke,
ext 297).

continued overleaf...

[ What’s Going On?

the commission which includes a feasibility study,
environmental assessment, detailed design and supervision of
construction is scale A.
-

-

The last of the New Commissions from August
Scale: A: £100,000i-; B: £50,000 £99,999; C: £10,000 £49,999;
D: £5,000- £9,999; E: £1,000 £4,999; F: less than £999
-

-

-

Southern Region
London: joint venture with MVA (lead consultant) and T
Prideaux Associates to examine the opportunities for
improvements in access to and between London’s main airports
(Dept of Transport, Hastings) A
Wiltshire: planning supervisor for the construction of new
kitchen and dining facilities at Salisbury District Hospital
(Salisbury Health Care NHS Trust) C
London: expert witness services in relation to settlement and
cracking of properties adjacent to a new development in
Kensington (Berrymans Solicitors) C
Oxfordshire: witness at public inquiry into a proposed lruckstop
(O’Hallovan & Co, London) D
Hampshire: planning supervisor for the relocation of the Royal
Marines School of Music (MoD, Sutton Coldfield) D
Wiltshire: planning supervisor for the modernisation of 80
married officers’ quarters at Larkhill (MoD, Sutton Coldfield)
D
London: planning supervisor for the demolition of West
London Hospital, Hammersmith (North Thames Regional
Health Authority) E
London: provision of drawings from the archives to the Royal
Opera House E
Lincolnshire: expert witness for Port Sutton Bridge (Coudert
Brothers, London) E
Berkshire: planning supervisor for the replacement of the roof
covering at Nuffield Block, Royal Berkshire Hospital (Royal
Berkshire & Battle Hospitals NHS Trust) E
Kent: advice on suitability for development of 7 sites close to
the M20 (Pieda plc, Reading) F
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Central Region
Yorkshire: planning supervisor for the modernisation of married
quarters at Rippon (Imphal Barracks, York) C
S Yorks: claims assessment (Hepworth Building Products,
Sheffield) D
S Yorks: planning supervisor for an estate road built on an old
railway track site, now derelict (Henry Boot Developments Ltd,
Sheffield) D
Merseyside: assessment of the impact on the road network of
traffic from a proposed ro-ro facility (Government Office,
Liverpool) E
-

-

-

-

From Richard Levett [Basingstoke]:
I have recently visited Kazakhstan, Krygyzstan*,
Turkmenistan* and Uzbekistan* to establish a National Task
Force for a 1.5 million ecu EC TACIS funded Legal and
Regulatory Framework Project. SWK has been prequalified for
this project, which aims to improve the development of trade
and transport in the Central Asia region. The locations marked
with an asterisk are, as far as I know, new countries to SWK, so
if anybody needs background information concerning
accommodation, interpreters and transport then please give me
a call (ext 319).
On Monday 2nd October, the Basingstoke office hosted the
1995 Graduate Induction Day. This was a one-day event
designed to give new graduates an overall picture of SWK,
along with information on career building. Present were
Richard Caseley (Telford), Richard Davis (NRA site), Claire
Dean (Basingstoke), Alex Falvey (MainLine), Andrew Fones
(SWK PE), Nicola Giles (Basingstoke), Ajay Gundecha
(Basingstoke), Charlotta Hagstrom (Chesterfield), Nigel Hellier
(MainLine), Richard Hennessy (Manchester Airport), Andrew
Hoffman (Nottingham), Sean Holmes (M&E), Richard Jones
(Sheffield), Renia Lopez (Reigate), Rhodri Morgan Jones
(Peterborough), Jeremy Reece (MainLine), Jane Rouse
(London) and Peter Sherwood (Basingstoke). Both Richard
Caseley and Peter Sherwood were sponsored at university by
SWK, and Richard Davis and Andrew Hoffman were both
temporary and have now been made permanent.
Following an introduction by Peter Innes, Geoff French
then proceeded to give everybody a bit of information about the
Firm. Most of this recital was no doubt old news to Richard
Hennessy, who has actually been with SWK for 2 years, but
transferred from Scotland as one of this year’s graduates. Chris
White also talked about future training and career prospects,
and David Rhodes supplied some details about our subsidiary
companies, particularly Scott Neale. Paul Gray then inducted
all in H&S matters. Lunch was a sandwich buffet with the
Directors and Associates, and it must have been a good one
because the event ran late all afternoon. Everybody fmished
the course stuffed with information and raring to go (we hope!)
Last week’s issue carried an item about SWK’s activities in
Mongolia, apparently from Eddie Foster. Although Eddie was
the bearer of the note, it was Bob Weekes in India who was the
author, so he should get the credit! Apologies to Bob (from
Eddie)!

Scotland
Various locations: airport design reviews and advice F
-

Overseas
Hong Kong: design of the piled foundations for the piers of 5
bridges for the Au Tau Interchange (part of the Route 3
Country Park Section) C
Oman: rapid review of cost estimates for Salalah port (Sealand
Service mc, Rotterdam) E

Congratulations!

*

Congratulations to the following, who have all achieved their

-

-

From Bill Jameson [Chesterfield]:
We have just been awarded the River Mersey Flood Alleviation
Scheme for the NRA (North West Region). The total value of

HNCs in Civil Engineering:Jason McKellar (Sheffield)
Ian Shelley (Chesterfield)
Matt Pearson (Chesterfield)
Richard Payne (Sheffield) has achieved a grade A in his GCSE

continued overieaf...

German exam, having studied the subject for the past 2 years at
evening classes. Well done!

Moves—- Moves-

-*

Moves--

Moves

Alison Blackwood, technician in the Glasgow office, departs
SWK after 6 years to take up a new post as Computing
Technician at Paisley University. Best wishes to her from all at
6 Park Circus.
Nick Sibley from the Charing Cross site is also saying goodbye
to SWK on 5th October. He will be starting up as a self
employed consultant.
-

5 & SOCIAL S
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On 15th September, Peter Innes was invited by the Territorial,
Auxiliary and Volunteer Reserve Forces of the Crown (the
Territorial Army to most of us) to attend a Golf Day held by the
National Employers’ Liaison Committee. This was in
recognition of SWK’s support and encouragement for the TA.
At the end of what must have been a hard day (especially as
it rained quite heavily!) Peter accepted a very professional
certificate on SWK’s behalf, which will shortly be displayed
for all to see in the Basingstoke reception area.
Cranbourne School in Basingstoke is having a Bill Duke
Memorial Day and reunion. It will take place from 3.OOpm on
Sunday 26th November at the school. There will be a light
meal at 5.3Opm (to be ordered in advance) and a concert by
school musicians at 6.3Opm. If you were a pupil at
Cranbourne, and would like to attend, please contact Peter
May-Miller at 23 Milkingpen Lane, Old Basing, Basingstoke,
RG24 7DD, or phone Sharron Rose at the Basingstoke office
(ext 297) for an attendance form.

For Sale & Wanted
For Sale: 11 ft
3 chest freezer in first class condition, about 5
years old, £75 ono. Need to sell to achieve more space. Please
contact Gareth Jones in Basingstoke (ext 268).

All items for inclusion should be mailed, hixed or phoned through to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
This is an SWK Holdings publication distruted to all staff in the operating, associated and ssidiary corrpanies in the UK and Europe. it is not for outside circiuiatlon.
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-

ALL STAFF!”

Would all staff at Scott House please note that the windows on
all floors will be cleaned this Sunday (15th October). Please
clear the surfaces adjacent to the window area on Friday 13th.
From Phil Green [London]:
Many of you will already know that an international Directors’
Conference is being held in Cape Town from 31st October to
5th November, resulting in considerable absences from the UK
around that time. It will open with regional presentations and
planning sessions in which all Directors will participate. There
will also be a programme of workshops on both technical and
management topics to allow those with a particular interest to
meet and exchange ideas.
1995 has been a turning-point for the SWK companies and
the next few years will be crucial for the longer term success of
the Group. The conference will be the first time that all
Directors from the three regions (Europe, Africa and AsiaPacific) have met since incorporation and will give them the
opportunity to get to know new colleagues, to review recent
progress and to plan for the future. Earlier international
meetings of Parmers were held in Athens (1981), Rome (1985)
and Hong Kong (1990).
URGENT MESSAGE FOR ALL ICE MEMBERS
The G&S Section Meeting entitled “New Austrian Tunnelling
Method” originally scheduled for Tuesday 17th October is now
to be held on Monday 16th October 1995. The venue remains
the Botleigh Grange Hotel, Hedge End. Tea is at 5:30pm, with
the meeting beginning at 6:00pm.
From Cathryn McDonnell [Basingstoke]:
MERiT (Managing Engineering Resources Involves Teamwork)

Construction Industry Management Simulation
I am pleased to inform you that entries are now being invited
for MERIT 95-96.
MERIT involves teams of 4-6 people practising their skills
at running a construction company. The teams fill the role of
company managers, controlling their team through five
construction phases which are carried out by post from
December to March. Further phases take place in the two day
fmal held at Loughborough University for the top six teams.
You must give your own time to service the requirements of
entering. In the event of many teams seeking support, it may
need to be on a ‘first come’ basis.
The age limit for teams of younger engineers is capped at
years
of age or under on 31st December 1995. However,
30
this year a parallel simulation will come into operation and is
open to those over 30. Both simulations will run to the same
rules, of which I have details.
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The closing date for applications to be returned to the ICE is
10th November 1995. Any teams wishing to participate in
MERIT should contact me in Basingstoke (ext 350). I will
need the Team Leader, Team members (including DOB, Grade
in ICE, Membership number) and the name of any team who
wishes to be supported by having the Firm meet the entrance
fee.
MERIT can count up to a maximum of 5 days CET towards
CPR and contribute towards CPD.
From Cathryn McDonnell [Basingstoke]:
Build a Building 1996
The Construction Industry Council challenges all young
professionals in the construction industry to take part in a
realistic simulation of the design and construction process for
an establishment on a real site. The final will be held on 27th28th April 1996 at the ICE, starting with a bare site and
producing a finished building of quality, solving a number of
real life problems along the way.
Each team will consist of between 4 and 6 young
professionals. The team will need to be formed from a number
of disciplines to cover all aspects of building design and
construction. A knowledge and practice in architecture, civil
and structural engineering, building services, quantity
surveying, planning, landscape architecture and construction
within each team is necessary. Teamwork is essential.
Team members are to be aged under 28 on 1st January 1996
and should be student, graduate, chartered or incorporated
members of their professional institution.
Entry will be restricted to 9 teams. Teams will be required
to submit a prequalification document which will be used as the
basis for selecting the finalist. Details of the prequalification
process will be sent to all teams that register interest. Teams
are limited to 2 members who have previously entered the
competition. Each team should adopt a team (rather than a
company) name. Teams may be formed from any number of
companies.
Please contact me on ext 350 to register your interest. Entry
forms are to be sent to the ICE by 20th October so hurry!
-

From Mike Hackney [Glasgow]:
Does anybody have the progress photos for the M8 Extension
contract? If so, please return them to me ASAP.
From Alison Gurr [BasingstokeJ:
Missing Spon’s 1995 Price. Please return to the Library in
Basingstoke. Thank you.
-

From Shani Flint [Basings(oke]:
Would any graduates interested in joining an essay writing
group in preparation for CPR please contact me on ext 241.

continued overleaf...
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From the new 1995 graduates:
Just a quick thank you to everybody involved in the Induction
Day on 2nd October (see issue 14). An especially big thank
you to all the Associates and Directors who caine along to meet
us all over lunch. It was good to put faces to some of the
names we had heard and also to meet senior staff within the
Firm. The day was a huge success and hopefully a tradition
SWK will continue in the future.

The following people left the Firm at the end of September:
• Donna Gale of the Plymouth office, who is going to
university (not to do Civil Engineering, we are assured!)
• Stuart Allabush of Basingstoke, who is taking a year out to
travel round Australia.

SpOftT5 & SOCIALS

Mike Prosser has also departed the Airports section for a rather
more exotic location the Philippines. His appointment is as
Senior Airports Engineer, working on the Davao Airport
project. He will be accompanied by his wife Jeanne and their
three young children.

What better way to spend a Friday night than in a tent? Despite
torrential rain and a hurricane (well, high winds), staff from
Scott House, Berk House, Southampton and Manchester 2nd
Runway all came along to the Firm’s ‘21 Years in Basingstoke’
celebration on Friday 6th October. Clad in suits, dickie bows
and posh frocks, staff braved the elements in order to crowd
soggily into a vast marquee in the grounds of The Vyne, a
National Trust property in Sherborne St John. In his speech to
the multitudes, Bob McGowan looking resplendent in his kilt
described the location as fairly typical of a civil engineering
firm: several people huddled in a tent in a field in the rain.
As it was a 21st birthday, Sue Offord suggested having the
aforementioned Mr McGowan burst out of a cake; however,
this was not to be, so we sat down to eat a huge meal instead,
put off not a whit by the seasick-inducing qualities of the table
balloons swaying in the hurricane (sorry high wind). The
food was good, proved by the fact that quite a few people went
back for seconds.., and thirds... and whose were the empty
pudding plates stacked high on table 15? (Any ideas, Eddie?)
Our smallest guests babies Tolley and Coventry were quite
obviously bored, as they slept all evening. Either that or it was
a case of a couple of pints too many. Perhaps that was the
problem for Lesley Brooks what exactly was she doing in the
Gents’??!
After a few bottles of wine and a trip or two to the bar,
guests shed their inhibitions (and their pride in some cases) and
hit the dance floor. The Dancing Queens of the evening, by
mutual agreement, were Diana Clarke and Caz Spencer we’re
thinking of hiring them out as professional Party Starters! Gil
‘The Bopper’ Thomas led the Overseas Roads contingent,
consisting of Eddie Foster and his John Travolta impression
(minus the flares) and Geoff French as a chicken??! Certain
members of staff presented a ‘Saturday Night’ floor show, and,
if Bob McGowan showing a lovely pair of legs had joined
in, we would have found out whether he was a true Scotsman.
David ‘Elvis’ Smith leapt up to give us a bit of good old rock
‘n’ roll, and Mandy Hutson’s husband having temporarily
mislaid his wife saw fit to dance with a chair. The dulcet
tones of Frank Sinatra and ‘New York, New York’ were
enough to get everybody up onto the floor make a twit of
themselves, and then, sadly, it was midnight and we were all
packed off home before the marquee turned into a pumpkin.
Thanks are due to Chris Sketchley (it was his idea), and
most especially to Sue Blanchflower and Pam McIntosh for
their extremely hard work, panic attacks and organisational
abilities that would put the most well planned of military
operations in the shade. A thoroughly enjoyable time was had
by all.

John Anketell-Jones has left the Telford office for
approximately 21/2 months for a short assignment in the Hong
Kong office. This will be John’s second posting there: he
obviously enjoys it!

From Richard Cooper [Basin gstolce]:
Consultants Day Golf
Rather belatedly I am reporting on a rain soaked golf day in
September at Walton Heath Golf Club. Ten of the UK’s major
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From David Dawson [MainLine]:
John Bashforth has joined Mark Lewis at Waterloo as part of
the project management team for European Passenger Services
(EPS) work. In addition, MainLine has been appointed to
supervise the work needed between Waterloo and Woking to
create the additional clearances required for EPS. This
typically involves realignment of platform edges and minor
platform reconstruction. The total fee income is likely to be
scale B.

-

-

-

From David Dales [Peterborough]:
Congratulations to Marjan Zwiers for delivering an excellent
presentation to the Lincolnshire Flood Defence Committee and
their guests during their annual inspection of flood defences.
The presentation included a computer slide show and on-line
demonstration of SWK’s monitoring system for the National
Rivers Authority.

* Congratulations! *
All the staff at the Basildon office would like to congratulate
Melanie Harris and her husband Kevin on the birth of their
baby son Thomas Edward, who weighed in at 71b l4oz on
Monday 9th October at 8:45am. We wish them all the luck and
happiness with their new arrival.

-

-

-

-

...

-
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-

-

Martin Young has departed the Airports section in Basingstoke
for the sunny Faildand Islands. He will be working as a Stabex
Engineer (which appears to be a Fafidander term for Jetty
Engineer). His assignment is for 5 months, which is probably
long enough.

-

-

-
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consultants were represented by teams of 4 playing 36 holes of
this championship course, scene of an earlier Ryder Cup
competition. SWK did not fare well claiming only 7th place;
however, Roger Flogben from the Telford office walked away
with the third place in the individual competition with a score
of 36 stapleford points. Mott MacDonald were the overall
winners and will host next year’s Consultants Day.
Oliver! Oliver!
On behalf of all those who enjoyed a superb night out in the
West End on Monday 9th October, many thanks to Caz Spencer
for all her splendid organisation. Who else can get you the best
seats at a top show such as Oliver!, sing ‘happy birthday’ to
Amanda, arrange a coach to pick you up and drop you home,
run a savings club so you can afford it painlessly and then lay
on a piping hot fish supper with Pam Mac on the forks and
napkins and Lesley on the salt and vinegar? It was great! Caz,
Pam and Lesley let’s do it again soon.
-

From Pam MacIntosh [Basingstoke]:
* A Note to all Basingstoke Ladies *
Christine Home will be retiring in December. As most of you
know, she is NOT the shy and retiring type, and would love to
have a night Out to celebrate. How about us all getting together
and doing something? She has chosen two nights when she can
fit us in (she leads a very busy social life!) They are:
Friday 24th November and Friday 1st December.
If you can let me know (ext 318, third floor) by Friday 20th
October whether you would like to come along and on which
night(s) you are free, then we can go from there.
Suggestions as to how we could spend the evening where
we could go and what we could do would be much
appreciated. (By the way, all you men out there are also
welcome to suggest suitable activities/venues, even if you
aren’t allowed to actually come along!) Don’t forget
Christine is game for anything!!
-

the ability to work on own initiative.
Duties will include bought ledger, cash book and bank
reconciliation, control of petty cash, data entry of timesheets,
job cost posting, sales invoicing and some administrative tasks.
If you are interested, please contact Caz Spencer in
Basingstoke (ext 209) for further details.
NB: due to time constraints, this post is simultaneously
being advertised externally.
The Hong Kong office is looking to second engineers for
construction supervision, working on a cost review of a toll
highway in Beijing. You will need to have a minimum of 5
years’ highway construction experience with FIDIC or similar
Conditions of Contract, and previous Hong Kong experience is
an advantage, as is the ability to read or write Chinese.
The positions are for 6-9 months on a bachelor basis.
If you think you could be the right candidate, please contact
Car Spencer in the Personnel Department (ext 209), having
first discussed availability with your Section Head.
We are looking for a Personnel Assistant to be responsible for
graduate recruitment, in-house and external training courses,
the production of regular training reports, administering the
appraisal system and general secretarial tasks. Word
processing and organisational skills are essential. Previous
experience in a similar role would be advantageous.
The successful candidate must have the ability to reach 2A
in under 10 seconds, nursemaid all graduates and stand at the
photocopier for many hours!
If you are interested in this position, please contact Diane
Goddard having first spoken to your Section Head.

-

Idea of the ‘Wee.

-

Message for Jack Gahir in India
What’s the answer to the balls puzzle that appeared in issue 12
of Scottlight?

For Sale & Wanted
For Sale: Ladies and gents universal mountain bikes, 18
speed, includes lights, helmets, locks and pump. Lifetime
guarantee, brand new and hardly used £210.
Sega master system console and games £30.
If interested in the above items, please contact Cathryn
McDonnell in Basingstoke, ext 350.
-

-

For Sale: 1992 J reg Peugeot 405 1.6 GL; white; 38,000
miles; MoT April 96; excellent condition £5,175 ono.
Please contact Mike Hackney in Glasgow, ext 412.
-

A) VCU1©D

D

M&E has an immediate vacancy for an Accounts Assistant at
Berk House, Basingstoke. This is a responsible role requiring

How many times do you find yourself wondering why things
are done in a particular way when another method would be
better? Are you a victim of “well, that’s how we do things
around here”? Have you recognised a pointless exercise or
long-winded procedure that you have remedied?
Under the heading of ‘Idea of the Week’, Scottlight
launches a new regular feature. It will be the section through
which all members of staff can put forward new ideas. Like all
the standard sections, if there is nothing to report it will not
appear. However, because ideas are the lifeblood of intellectual
organisations, the best Idea of the Week received during a
calendar month will receive a bottle of wine or a box of
chocolates by way of a small inducement to you to send in your
ideas. If more than one is received during any week they will
be retained and featured in the weeks when none are submitted.
No subject matter is excluded: ideas about work practices,
the organisation of work, methods used, waste that could be
avoided, space that could be better used, things that one office
or section believe they do well that others could follow, etc,
will all be welcomed.
Unlike a Suggestion Box, where the primary purpose is to
identify areas in which cost savings could be made, and where
successful suggestions would be rewarded out of the monies
saved, the Idea of the Week does not have to focus so much on
saving money, although obviously if it did that would be a
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bonus.
You do not have to identify yourself if you do not want to,
although the editor-in-chief can and will exercise censorship
where ideas are flippant, rude or personal in some way.
Please send your ideas to Anna Evans by the weekly
Monday 5pm deadline, using the foim below if you wish (this
will appear in all future issues of Scoulight, regardless of
whether or not an Idea appears).
So get thinking and let’s try and kick off with one next
week.
-
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To Anna Evans (Basingstoke)
My Idea of the Week is (continue on a separate page
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All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoiicd throtigh to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
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ALL STAFF!”

Mr Brian McFarland, Sales & Technical Manager representing
Martech Services Ltd, has been invited to give a lunchtime
presentation on ‘Electrochemical Treatment of Reinforced
Concrete’. The presentation will be held in the Basingstoke
office, conference room 2 on Thursday 9th November from
12:30 to 2:00pm. For further information and to book a place
please contact Cathryn McDonnell in Basingstoke, ext 350.
From Cathiyn McDonnell [Basingstokej:
CIWEM Central Southern Branch is organising its Young
Authors Competition 1996, of which I have details. For further
information on the programme and rules of entry, please
contact me on ext 350.
A two day conference on ‘Successfully Implementing
Partnering in Construction’ will be held in London from 30th
November to 1st December 1995. If you would like further
details please contact Anna Evans in Basingstoke, ext 297.
Young Consulting Engineer Award
The ACE and the Worshipful Company of Engineers present
this award, which is made to a professional engineer employed
by a Member of the Association who is under 30 at the time of
nomination. If you would like further details and an application
form, please contact Anna Evans in Basingstoke, ext 297.
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The first of the New Commissions for September:

Southern Region
Cambridgeshire: G059 replacement of Stilton Fen OLE
structures (Railtrack, London North Eastern, York) A
London: a survey of 3.7km of housing estate roads and
associated sewers in Broadmoor. This is to be followed by a
report on the present condition and cost of repairs to improve
standards. SWK is also to estimate the likely cost of repairs
anticipated over a 30 year period (Thames Valley Housing,
Twickenham) C
Cornwall: refurbishment of a manor house and its grounds,
thought to date from the 17th Century. SWK is also to survey,
inspect and advise on the condition of farm buildings on the
estate ( Newton Ferrers Construction, Callington, Cornwall) C
London: technical advice to the architect, Rolfe Judd, in
relation to a demolition contract at West London Hospital. This
will include an assessment of the stability of remaining parts of
the buildings and the design of a temporary access road (North
Thames Regional Health Authority, London) D
Suffolk: H&S Planning Supervisor for resurfacing work to
runways and taxiways at the US Airforce base, RAP
Lakenheath (Defence Works Services US Forces,
Cambridge) D
West Sussex a report on the impact of transporting 150,000
tonnes of as raised ballast (ARB) per year from Lavant
extraction site (near Chichester) to the Portfield processing site.
This will give due regard to the requirements of local highways
and environment departments (Tarmac Roadstone (Southern)
Ltd, Newbury) E
Kent: a review and report on proposed alterations to a jetty on
the Isle of Grain (British Gas plc, London) E
London: a short study to determine the feasibility of adding
another storey to the existing geriatrics block at Charing Cross
Hospital (Hammersmith Hospital NHS Trust, London) B
-

-

-

-

-

From Mike Sales [Basingstoke]:
A new Q form (Q26) dated 25.9.95 has been introduced. It is
an A4 continuation sheet for fax transmissions, and will be
available from the Basingstoke print room as usual. An
example appears on the last page of this issue.

-

From Diana Clarke [Basingstoke]:
Another scrap paper run has been carried out and this time we
made £23. This now makes a total of £38.40. Thanks
everybody keep up the good work!
-

-

-

From Andrew Hebberd [BasingstokeJ:
The following information relates to members of the SWK
Retirement & Death Benefits Scheme who pay Additional
Voluntary Contributions into the managed fund:Unit Price August 1995
Offer 287.1
Bid 267.3
(Data supplied by Prudential Assurance Co)
If you require more details on AVCs or the SWK pension
scheme, please contact me on ext 357.
-

-

-

Central Region
West Midlands: a review of the proposals for stage 2 of the
Moorcroft reclamations. SWK is also to prepare outline
designs for key elements of the stage 2 works (Black Country
Development Corporation, Oldbury) C
Leicesiershire: advice on air quality concerning the A50
Ashby-de-la-Zouch bypass stage 2. An objector is concerned
about his mushroom farm (Leicestershire County Council) F
South Yorkshire: preliminary highways advice on the
development of a site adjacent to junction 35A of the Ml for
eventual use as a motorway services area. SWK is to be
-

-
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retained for all future works associated with the development
(HJ Banks & Co Lid, Chesterfield) F
Shropshire: loss adjusters need advice on a subsidence claim at
a private house in Broseley, near Telford. Site work includes
hand dug trial pits and drain tests (Crawford Brocklehurst Lid,
Birmingham) F
-

-

Overseas
India: Bihar Plateau rural roads project. This requires an input
of 540 man months of expatriate and local consultancy over
years, to include construction supervision, road maintenance
and training programmes. 1,500km of rural road construction
will be undertaken (REO Office, Bihar, India) A
The Gambia: short studies for a capacity building project:
construction industry development, maintenance management
and public sector procurement (Gamworks Agency, Kombo
StMary)-C
Germany: ad hoc advice to client on a project which is now
under construction (Memory Klinik, Leipzig) C
-

-

From Shanvny Pun [Jordan]:
SWK has been in the news! The Jordan Times of 16th October
carried a report on our Qa Disi aquifer study, which has now
3
determined that the aquifer can supply between 160 million m
for
next
100
every
year
the
of
3 potable water
and 180 million m
years. This water is a major find for Jordan, which is
constantly battling against shortages. At the moment, about 60
3 of water from Qa Disi is used in the south of
to 80 million m
mainly for agricultural purposes. A projected
Kingdom,
the
3 will be pumped to Amman,
quantity of 80 to 100 million m
and will be more than enough for the capital’s needs. The
water in the aquifer is ‘fossil’ water: that is, it’s not renewable
and is believed to have been there for the last 35,000 years!
From Anna Evans [Basingstoke]:
SWK has also been in the news in the UK. Dock and Harbour
Authority magazine has published a profile on the Firm which
covers 6Y
2 pages. Copies are available from Marketing in
Basingstoke.
From Leighton Williams [Basingstoke]:
Not to be outdone, the SWK team for the ADB-funded Road
Development Project in Mongolia has also been in the media.
We appeared on local TV, featuring in a documentary and
discussion programme on the road sector. Our staff were
shown hard at work in the design office, tapping at their
computers and in discussion at a project meeting. They
escaped interview, however, probably because of their
collective lack of skill in Mongolian! The programme tied in
with ‘Road Workers Day’, which is celebrated annually by the
country’s Department of Roads. SWK joined in several of the
special events including an award ceremony, a concert of
traditional Mongolian song and dance, and a disco. A very
enjoyable day was concluded with a project dinner.
From Richard Leveti [Bo.singstoke]:
SWK, in association with Crown Agents, has developed a 4
week Road Rehabilitation & Maintenance Course to be held in
Swaziland from 26th February to 22nd March 1996. If staff
have a chance to publicise this course during visits to Africa
this would be a great help. Please contact me for copies of the
brochure (ext 319).

From Eddie Foster [Basingstoke]:
Just to prove that SWK remains at the cutting edge of
technology, we include an excerpt from the Conditions of
Contract being stipulated in all 67 works contracts to be let and
supervised by SWK as the Engineer under the Bihar Plateau
Rural Roads Development Project. The Contract Documents
have been inherited from the Client. The basic conditions are
the new World Bank standard conditions for smaller works;
however, they have benefited from several modifications made
by the Client to suit local conditions. Sub clause 6.2 is a
delightful case in point:
“6.2 Communications
If a notice is not received wilfully or purposefully orfor any
other reason, a notice pasted in the premises of the office or
place of work in presence of witnesses and by beat of drum,
shall be deemed to have been served and received.”
Forget modems, compuserve or Email: Steve Vincent please
note the requirement for a bucket of paste and a loud drum in
East India. There could be ‘Reservations’ about ‘smoke
signals’ further west, however?!
-

* * Congratu(ation.c! * *
Congratulations three-fold are due to Sue Moore, who has not
only rejoined SWK after successfully completing her MSc at
Cranfield College, she has also been promoted to Assistant
Principal Engineer AND has been with SWK for a whole 10
years. Phew!
Philip Dawson at the A50 Meir Site also celebrated 10 years
with SWK, on 9th September.
Tim Cuell in Transport Planning, Basingstoke, has passed his
MSc in Transportation at Imperial College, London, where he
was studying part time.

Moves--- Moves-

-*

Moves—--

Moves

New arrivals to the Chesterfield office and its sites:• 4th September
Chandra Mohan, Site Engineer (geotechnics)
• 9th October
Martin Bagshaw, Measurement Technician (A50 Meir Site)
• 16th October
Philip Mason, Graduate Engineer (water), who will be
working on flood defence, wastewater and water supply
projects
Tim Roff, Graduate Engineer (geotechnics)
Robert Buxton, Assistant to Liaison Engineer for 6 months
(A50 Meir Site)
-

-

-

-

-

Don’t try and contact Mike Thomas in Basingstoke for a while,
as he’ll be in Uganda until December.
Rhodri Jones joined Peterborough on 18th September as a
trainee Incorporated Engineer.
Stefanie Gill joined the Peterborough office on 2nd October as
a Secretary, but has also taken on the role of Office
Administrator.

continued overteaf...

The Peterborough office also welcomed Sean Kent on 16th
October, who is on secondment from the National Rivers
Authority. He will be involved in the Newport Pagnell project
over the next few months.

For Sale & Wanted
For Sale: York ‘Workout/Gym’ bench plus weights £30.
Please contact Cathryn McDonnell, Basingstoke ext 350.
-

Oliver Greenwood arrived in Basingstoke Structures section
from Peterborough on 16th October, to continue his GUA
training.
16th October also saw the arrival of Les Edwards at the Reigate
office. He is a Principal Engineer with strong experience in
expert witness contracts and maritime work.

SPORTS & SOCIALS
The Chesterfield office’s Badminton Club has restarted.
Games are played on Tuesdays at Queens Park Sports Centre in
Chesterfield from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. New players of all
standards are welcome. Please contact Jill Postlethwaite in
Chesterfield on ext 216 if you would like to join in.
The answer to the balls puzzle in Issue 12 has arrived from Jack
Gahir in India. To remind you all, it was:
“12 identical balls weigh exactly the same except one. Given a
pair of scales, can you find in three attempts which is the odd
ball and whether it is lighter or heavier than the other 11”.
It’s a bit involved, so if anybody would like to be put out of
their misery, copies of the solution are available from Anna
Evans in Basingstoke (ext 297).
From Pam Macintosh [Basingsroke]:
* A Note to all Basingstoke Ladies *
Last week we said we ought to get together and celebrate
Christine Home’s retirement in December. Well, she gave us
the wrong dates when she’ll be free (she made some excuse
about being whisked off to Scotland or something!) So please
note that the available dates are Friday 24th November and
Friday 8th December (not the 1st). Please let me know by 20th
October if you would like to come along, and keep those ideas
about where to go coming in!
From Eddie Foster (Basingstoke]:
The Power of Scottlight!
In Issue 12 it was reported in the ‘Moves’ section that Graham
Hetherington was transferring from Turkey to our new Bihar
contract in India. Graham has worked for Scotts since 1994, on
the Erzinjan earthquake disaster relief project (must be another
story there). Closer to home, in the concrete jungle of
Croydon, Peter Rodd was interested to read the item, having
worked closely with a Graham Hetherington way back in 1973
(22 years ago maybe they were at school together!) As so
often happens, we move around and friendships are lost, but,
Peter wondered, could this be the same man? On ringing me,
Peter found out that he was a geotechnical engineer, and a
quick run through his CV confirmed that he was indeed his
long lost friend and colleague. Thanks to Scottlight a long
letter is now on its way to Bihar to fill in a large gap in
relationships!
-

D
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A Financial Accountant is required in Basingstoke for a period
of 6 to 9 months. Applicants should be qualified accountants
who are conversant with current Company Law. Duties will
involve preparation of monthly management accounts, annual
accounts for subsidiary companies and year end accounts.
If you are interested please contact Diane Goddard in
Basingstoke, ext 210, having first discussed your availability
with your Section Head.
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From Andrew Blacker [Basingstoke]:
Could we increase the length of time staff ID numbers stay on
the photocopier to 2 or 3 minutes instead of the 20 seconds or
so we have at the moment?
From Seamus O’Sullivan [Southampton]:
‘A Plea from the Heart of a Network User’
The network has been ‘in operation’ now for quite some time.
However, the vision of a fully interactive, free flowing system
remains a dim and distant flicker. This is not the fault of our
extremely harried computer department as they spend all their
time answering crisis calls from people who are having
problems with an incomplete system. The computing
department therefore does not have the time or resources to
develop the network. As a result, the calls from users
continue, system development is put aside, and it’s a vicious
circle.
To employ a metaphor, if you stop half way when crossing
the road you can’t do anything there and you’ll eventually get
run over. Cross the whole road and you can do what you like.
Personally I believe we have been very lucky to date in that
there has been no major disaster. However, the laws of
probability are against us.
Can I appeal, therefore, to the reason of whoever allocates
resources that another body be added to the computer
department with the sole task of developing this system? The
net saving in man hours across the company would surely
justify this expense two or three fold.
I would ask for a petition on the matter, but I feel I would
be swamped.

Idea of the Wee

There has been a good response to calls for an Idea of the
Week. We are kicking off with this one, and others received
will be featured in future issues.

continued overleat...

From Mark Paddon [MainLinej:
My idea is to produce a telephone list of the people in SWK
and its subsidiaries which indicates individual specialist skills.
It may only be able to include people above a certain level, but
the problem we have at MainLine is not knowing whether
anybody else within the company could help us with certain
problems.

THE NEW

One recent problem we have had is inspection of bridges.
We had to employ a sub-contractor to inspect a bridge by
abseiling. It would have been cheaper if we had had the
capacity to do this work ourselves, but we did not know of
anybody who could advise us on this problem, and if the
capacity was available.

Q26 FORM
Scott Wilson Kirkpathck
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20th October 1995

It is with considerable sadness that we have to report the death of Chris Rigby-Jones,
Technician at SWK(PE).
Chris was involved in a ‘hit and run’ traffic accident in the early hours of Wednesday
18th October. He had been surveying the concrete section of the A46 in
Warwickshire when our vehicle and equipment developed a fault.
Chris manoeuvred the equipment to the hard shoulder and verge, and was being
recovered by a breakdown vehicle when an HGV collided with both of them.
Chris was tragically killed, and the recovery driver received broken legs.
The police are investigating fully, since the driver of the HGV carried on for some
10 miles before being apprehended.
We will all remember Chris with the fondest of thoughts. In his relatively short time
at PE (10 months), he became an integrated team player and was an extremely
capable technician. I have no doubt he would have progressed a long way within
the Firm.
Without exception Chris was well liked and a fun character, and was often able to
laugh at himself as well as others. We shall all miss him dearly and our deepest
sympathy goes out to his parents and sister at this very sad time.
The funeral arrangements are to be confirmed. The details of the inquest should be
known in 6 to 8 weeks.

‘Chris Jennison
Director of SWK(PE)
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Issue 17

ALL STAFF!”

From GeoffFrench [Basingstoke]:
To follow on from Phil Green’s notice in Issue 15 regarding the
Directors’ Conference in South Africa (31St October to 5th
November), would staff please note that all the Directors’
secretaries have details of how to contact us. If anybody has a
burning desire to get in touch, please see the relevant secretary.
Staff at Scott House, take note there’ll be extra parking in the
Directors’ spaces while we are away!

•

26th October 1995

stage of the competition will be decided by a panel of judges.
The competition offers a first class training opportunity with
much prestige and £1000 in prizes for the winning teams. This
competition is suitable for CET and a maximum of 5 days can
count towards the overall programme necessary for CPR.
If you wish to enter, please contact me in Basingstoke on
ext 350 for details and an entry form, which has to be returned
to the AME office by 15th December.

-

From Roger Hogben [Telford]:
I am arranging a one day course on radiation protection
entitled: ‘Safe Working with Nuclear Density Gauges’ to be
held on the Derby Southern Bypass site in late November. It is
aimed primarily at those carrying out the role of Radiation
Protection Supervisor and their deputies.
I am aware of the main roadworks and geotech contracts
being run out of the Chesterfield and Telford offices, but if
there is anybody else within the Firm who has, or may have, an
involvement in Nuclear Density Gauges who feels this course
may be relevant, please contact me as soon as possible
(Telford, ext 234).
From Cathryn McDonnell [Basingstokej:
New Civil Engineer Communication Competition ‘96 The
Power of Persuasion
This is a competition aimed at encouraging young engineers to
obtain the communication skills needed to meet the challenges
of the ‘90s.
For the fifth year running, a public speaking competition
will be held during 1996, open to all who are involved in
engineering in the public service. The finals will be held at the
AME Conference in Cheltenham in June.
Any member of the ICE under 35 can enter as part of a team
of 3-5 persons. Team members can be from other professions
but 50% of the team and the team leader/chairman must be ICE
members. Teams may be sent from the private or public
sectors, or academia: this includes consultants, contractors,
water companies, government departments, waste disposal
companies, local authorities, polytechnics and universities, or
any combination thereof.
Teams will be required to give a presentation, supported by
a written report not exceeding 4 sides of A4. The subject will
be chosen from a list of 3 available about 4 weeks in advance.
The subjects will range from technical projects through to the
social and economic aspects of engineering work. The subjects
for the written report and the presentation will be the same.
The first rounds will begin in February ‘96 on a local basis.
There are divisional rounds and regional rounds to go through
before reaching the final. The teams who will go on to the next
-

From Pete Margesson [Basingstoke]:
We have received two files in Computing from an overseas
office over the modem link, with no instructions as to whom
they are for:
1) Received 12/10/95 filename TRB
Description: Chapter 3 The Intermodal System
2) Received 16/10/95 filename ACE_95
Description: Major works in hand internationally at Dec 31
1995; category: airports
If anybody would like to claim them, please call me on ext 247.
-

-

The funeral for Chris Rigby-Jones took place on Wednesday
25th October in Peterborough, and was attended by several
representatives from the Firm. The family asked that flowers
be from relatives only, and that contributions may be made in
the form of cheques made payable to the NSPCC and sent with
a covering letter to Watkins Stafford undertakers, Fitzwilliam
Street, Peterborough, PE1 2RX.

I] What’s Going On?
The second batch of New Commissions from September:
Scale: A: £100,000+; B: £50,000 £99,999; C: £10,000 -£49,999;
D: £5,000- £9,999; E: £1,000 -£4,999; F: less than £999
-

Southern
Devon: secondment of personnel to Devonport Management
Ltd to assist in justification and strengthening of docks in order
to meet stringent nuclear criteria (Devonport Management Ltd,
Plymouth) A
London: refurbishment and alteration of existing radiotherapy
buildings at Charing Cross Hospital (David Baker Architects,
London) E
London: health & safety planning supervisor for improvements
to the clockhouse roundabout on the A30 near Heathrow
Airport (Highways Agency, London) B
London: health & safety planning supervisor for the
reinstatement of the A3 16 central reserve hedge (Highways
Agency, London) E
London: health & safety planning supervisor for tree planting
-

-

-

-

continued over1aaf.

along the A3 16 (Highways Agency. London) E
London: study to assess the condition of the roof and determine
the cause of dampness to Flat 7a on London Road, Barking
(London & Cambridge Properties Ltd. London) F
London: structural advice on the relocation of a safe and filing
cabinets at Devonshire House (BHP Petroleum Ltd, Piccadilly,
London) F
London: investigation of the cause of cracking in 2 walls at St
Martins Place (Shell Mex House Services, London) F
-

-

-

-

Central
Staffordshire: fee proposal for highway improvements to
Saredon Hill Landfill (Biffa Waste Services Ltd, High
Wycombe, Bucks) C
Shropshire: health & safety planning supervisor for the
building of a new adult acute ward at Shelton Mental Hospital
(Shropshire’s Mental Health NTIS Trust) D
Shropshire: site investigation with particular reference to slope
stability, required by NHBC, for the proposed construction of a
detached property in Ironbridge Gorge (Elmondstone Properties
Ltd. West Midlands) B
Shropshire: traffic modelling of an access junction to
Battlefield Enterprise Park in Shrewsbury, to determine spare
capacity (Shropshire County Council, Shrewsbury) F

Darby Furnace, Coalbrookdale’ has been accepted for
publication in the Journal of the Institution of Structural
Engineers. An article on the project appeared in the April 1995
issue of SWK Today.

Moves--- Moves-

-*

Moves—-

Moves

Rowland Pyzer joined SWK’s Maritime Division at Reigate
office on 23rd October. All staff extend a warm welcome to
Rowland who we understand is a dock gates/shipyard
specialist. He joined us from Posford Bums and holds the
position of Senior Engineer.

-

-

-

-

Overseas
UAE: study and design of proposed improvements to 2 road
junctions in Al Am, plus the replacement of an existing clock
tower, if required. The client’s scheme calls for 2 underpasses
(Al Am Municipality) A
Malawi: secondment of Phil Talbot for 9 months to Knight
Piesold as Resident Engineer for an access road (Knight Piesold
& Partners, Ashford, Kent) B
Nepal: direct assignment from the World Bank to examine
alternatives for a low cost access road within the Arun
catchment (World Bank, Washington, USA) C

Sally Mason joined the Personnel Dept at the Basingstoke
office on 23rd October, and will be taking over from Diane
Goddard when Diane goes to MainLine (departure date to be
confirmed!)
Clare Wait has moved from Reigate to the London office as a
Graduate Facilities Engineer.
Dyfan Thomas has rejoined the Birmingham office from
Croydon, where he added ‘Sarf London’ to his extensive
collection of regional accents acquired during the last 2’/2 years.
The Birmingham office also welcomes Alan Crawford, a recent
recruit from AWJ, whose traffic modelling skills will be used
on current projects for Birmingham University.

-

-

-

Paul Hanafin has been getting a considerable amount of stick
from colleagues concerning last week’s New Commissions list,
which mentioned a job in West Sussex which involves the
transportation of as raised ballast from one site to another. It
was classed as a Southern Region job, but is apparently being
undertaken by the Central Region. Sorry!
From Bob Armitage [SWK(PE)]:
With reference to Richard Levett’s visit to Turkmenistan
(Scottlight, 5th October): sorry Richard, but SWK(PE) has
already been there performing pavement evaluation at
Ashkhabad Airport under the auspices of Nick Thorn in 1993.

SPORTS & SOCIALS
From Alan Morton [Basingsroke]:
In Issue 13 I asked who could name three pairs of brothers who
played for Leeds United since 1965. The three people to come
up with the answer (at least without any clues!) Russ Walsh
(Inspector of Works on site in the Central region); Dave Green
(Peterborough) and Malcolm Watson (Scott Neale). For those
of you who were stumped, the brothers were: Eddie and Frank
Gray; Jimmy and Brian Greenhoff; Ray and Rod Wallace; Ian
and Glyn Snodin. I have another ‘sports teaser’, but this will
appear in the Christmas issue of Scottlight (2 1st December).
-

A word of thanks should go to Barrie Partridge on site at the
Derby Southern Bypass, who has come up with a slightly
shorter version of the answer to Jack Gahir’s balls puzzle.

-

From Paul Hanafin [Birmingham]:
New projects for the Birmingham office are:
• to determine the impact of Birmingham International
Airport’s expansion proposals on the trunk road network,
particularly the M42 junction 6 and the A45 fee scale C.
• a traffic impact assessment of a proposed golf and hotel
development near Nuneaton, Warwickshire fee scale D
-

-

* * Congratulations! * *
Congratulations to Roger Dixon in the Telford office, whose
paper entitled: ‘Strengthening of the Charging Ramp to the

From Graham Goodall [ASO Blythe Bridge to Queensway sire]:
In a recent 5-a-side football match against contractor Amey
Construction Ltd, SWK’s staff on site at the A50 Phase 2 at
Stoke claimed a thrilling 12-11 victory in front of a capacity
crowd that at times approached double figures.
Terry Veuables’ ‘Christmas Tree’ formation was swiftly
abandoned in favour of one resembling an ill-disciplined rabble
running amok with every player chasing the ball all over the
pitch, shouting loudly and waving their arms in the air. Whilst
unorthodox, the style was not without its merits and clearly un
nerved the opposition into making an number of forced errors
which were seized upon by leading scorers Dave Wilson (6)
and Craig Dale (3). [presumably these are goal scores and not
respective ages?! editor]. The score would have been even
higher if the game plan of not shooting until we could see the
-

continued overleaf...

whites of their eyes had not ben thrown into confusion by their
keeper cunningly closing his eyes the moment we ventured into
their half of the pitch!
Man of the match award went to Steve ‘the cat’ Black for an
amazingly agile display between the posts which kept the
‘goals against’ to a highly respectable 11. An extension of time
was awarded under Clause 44, which lapsed at the precise
moment that Phil Dawson’s winner screamed into the back of
the net. Both teams then retired to the local hostelry to enjoy
Amey’s hospitality and to rewrite history.
The hunt is now on for future opposition who can offer that
rare combination of being both beatable and having a Corporate
expense account.

For Sale & Wanted
RedR Christmas cards are now available, and can be ordered
through the following people:
Sue Moore (Basingstoke, ext 345)
Dorothy Milnes (Chesterfield, ext 213)
Sylvia Newton (Derby Southern site, 01332-691694)
The price is £3.25 for 10, and there is a photocopy of the design
on the last page (the colour scheme is red and white, with a bit
of green!)
From Christine Clark [MainLine]:
Would you like to know how your grandparents carried out
survey work?
MainLine at Swindon is looking to dispose of 31, state of the
ark, very old, 3 screw levels and theodolites (mainly Stanley
Instruments), preferably within the SWK Group. Despite their
age (circa 1950), the instruments are in very good condition and
are still suitable for use in surveying; most will be sold
complete with tripods.
If you are interested in purchasing one of the instruments to
sit on the mantelpiece, then viewing can be arranged by
contacting either Dave Sutton (01793-515864) or Dave
Faulkner (01793-515955).
Bids must be sent to MainLine by Friday 10th November
for consideration. All positive bids will be considered with the
highest bid for each Lot accepted (condition as seen), but please
note that the purchaser will be responsible for collection of
purchased items within 7 days of the sale.
Persons under 40 need not apply because they won’t know
how to use them!
Bids to: David Sutton, MainLine, Western House, 1 Holbrook
Way, Swindon, SN1 1BY
NB: the envelope containing your bid must be clearly marked
‘Survey Instrument Bid’ and quote the Lot number.
-

manuscript and audio; filing; photocopying; keeping diary of
Directors’ movements; receiving and fielding telephone
messages.
Word processing and organisational skills are essential.
Previous experience in a similar role would be advantageous, as
would a flexible attitude to hours of work and willingness to
help generally when work-load permits.
If you are interested in this position, please contact Diane
Goddard (ext 210) having first spoken to your Section Head.
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From Stephen Leach [Basingstoke]:
I feel that last week’s ‘Plea from the Heart of a Network User’
should be matched by a ‘Response from the Soul of a
Computing Services Manager’.
Putting the plea in perspective, we are not really flailing
around in the middle of the road without making any effort to
get to the other side, but are purposefully trying to develop our
computer system. Naturally, I would agree that it would be
good to have another member of Computing Services devoted
solely to developing the computer systems, but in these tough
fmancial times some things are just not possible.
However, we are planning a reorganisation of our
Computing Services support in Basingstoke which will
hopefully allow us to devote more of our time to developing the
computer systems. More about this will be published in
Scottlight in a few weeks’ time, so watch this space!
...

From Cohn McKenna [Basings(okej:
A thought for the week:
If we employ x staff in y offices, how many interpretations of
‘Y’ time do you get?

Mea of the Wee

Your ideas are still coming in thank you very much. As there
can only be one a week, each will be featured in the order in
which they are received.
-

From Bob Weekes [India]:
Those of us who travel abroad frequently are constantly called
upon to supply passport-sized photographs for visa
applications, residence permits, driving licences ete, etc. At
best this involves time spent visiting photographers or photobooths; at worst if you are not where the photographs are
required it can involve expensive delays.
In many counthes you can obtain, easily and inexpensively,
passport-sized monochrome negatives. Simply by obtaining
two, keeping one yourself and supplying the other to the home
office (eg Personnel Dept), photos can be readily available
without your having to leave your desk.
How much time do you have to save to cover the £1 or £2
cost of a negative?
-

-

For Sale: ‘Singer Magic Press 3’ ironing press. Hardly used;
price £100 ono. Please contact Nandita Sarney in Basingstoke,
ext 232.

D
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We are looking for a Secretary to assist Sue Blanchflower in
working for three Directors. General secretarial duties will
include word processing of letters, faxes, memos, etc, from

continued overleaf...
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From Cathryn McDonnell [BasingstokeJ:
Could I remind staff that there will be a lunchtime presentation
given by MARThCH SERVICES LTD on ‘Electrochemical
Treatment of Reinforced Concrete’ on Thursday 9th November
from 12:30pm to 2:00pm in the Basingstoke office. A
complimentary buffet lunch will be available. For further
information and to book a place, please contact me on ext 350.
From Bernie Roome [Sheffieldj:
Staff who remember our late (and this office’s founder) partner
Maurice Croxail may be interested to read an article in the
Matlock Mercury of 13th October, which features his elder
daughter Sam. It concerns a teaching trip she is planning to
Rumania which will have to be self financed. Copies of the
article can be supplied by me (Sheffield, ext 202) or Anna
Evans (Basingstoke, ext 297). I will willingly pass on any
offers of help, or Sam can be written to at 5 Wellington Close,
Matlock, Derbyshire.
From Alan Brookes [MascouJ:
Mascott Ltd now has a Compuserve ID:
100773,1466@compuserve.com
It would be useful if we could have a list of all e-mail numbers
available within the Group, which should result in a reduction
in fax costs.
Editor’s note: please send your e-mail numbers to Anna Evans
in Basingstoke, so that they may be published in Scottlight.

Issue 18
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What’s Going On?
Scale: A: £100,000+; B: £50,000- £99,999; C: £10,000- £49,999;
0: £5,000 £9,999; E: £1,000 £4,999; F: less than £999
-

-

The last of the New Commissions from September:

UK
Berkshire: course on Integrated Water Resources Management
based at Reading University which includes a programme of
technical and social visits (Binnie Thames Water, Reading,
Berkshire) C
South Yorkshire: new sports hail facility for Sheffield
University, built over enclosed parking, plus refurbishment of
existing facilities (University of Sheffield) C
Essex: assistance in assessment of returned tenders for
highways maintenance invited under CCT legislation (Epping
Forest District Council) D
Dorset health & safety planning supervisor for works
associated with sea defences stage II at Preston Beach,
Weymouth (NRA, Exeter, Devon) D
Hampshire: health & safety planning supervisor for
modemisation of Trafalgar Block at HMS Nelson, Portsmouth
(Defence Works Services, Sutton Coldfield) D
Hampshire: preparation of detailed designs and tender
documents for water network improvements at FIMS Sultan
(SERCo Ltd, HMS Sultan, Gosport) E
Middleser. production of as-built drawings on GDS for the
contractor for the western apron development stands at
Heathrow Airport (Trafalgar House Construction,
Guildford) E
Berkshire: health & safety planning supervisor for the
relocation of the Asepuc Production Unit from Battle Hospital
into the Pharmacy Dept at Royal Berkshire Hospital (Royal
Berkshire & Battle Hospitals NHS Trust) E
Berkshire: health & safety planning supervisor for works
involved in legionella compliance at Royal Berkshire Hospital
(Royal Berkshire & Battle Hospitals NHS Trust) E
London: outline design and costing of 5 Parkway stations for a
consortium bidding for the franchise of Great Western Trains
and South West Trains (Booz-Allan & Hamilton, London) E
Cheshire: health & safety planning supervisor for the feasibility
study for the River Gowy flood alleviation scheme (NRA
Northwest Region, Warrington) E
Derbyshire: survey and condition assessment of the bridges on
the access road to Derby Incinerator Plant. The survey will
ascertain the works necessary to ensure the bridges are fit for
another 25 years of carrying 25,000 to 50,000 vehicles a year
(Derbyshire Waste Ltd, Rotherham) E
Shropshire: independent pile design check for Clunsford
Bridge (Mr M Webb, Worthen, Shropshire) F
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

From Barbara Pellert [Bcisingsroke]:
It has been brought to my attention that the FT Guide to World
Currencies for 18.2.94 is missing. Anybody requiring currency
rates for this period can view them at their local library. The
Financial Times is willing to supply a copy at a cost. By post,
including VAT, it is £17.62. By fax it is £19.09. Credit card or
cheques only, please. If you need further information please
contact me on ext 231.
From Sharron Rose [BasingstokeJ:
Would staff please note that my workload now includes
administration of training courses as well as promotional
marketing sheets and the job database. I will be doing training
work during the mornings, and will be doing my usual
marketing job in the afternoons (from about 1:30pm to 5:00pm
at the latest). Please keep these times in mind when meeting
deadlines for proposals, etc!

-

-

-

-

-

-

continued oveieat...

Overseas
Mongolia: detailed design and construction supervision of
works on 70km long Nalaih-Maant Road (ICT A-il Green
Pack, New Delhi, India) A
Kenya: direct negotiation with Kenya Wildlife Services
(ODAS, East Kilbride) C
-

-

From Bernie Roome [Sheffield]:
The Sheffield office has now acquired its own building
structures team comprising Cohn Ogden, Justin Hammerton
and Kevin Brown, who have moved up from Nottingham, from
where Martin Blencowe exercises his control on a visiting
basis. They are presently engaged on a number of projects for
Sheffield University and local hospital buildings.
From Robert Trenouth [Dubai]:
We have been commissioned for the design and supervision of
a marina for 70 small craft, including a dredged channel and
breakwaters, floating pontoons and shore facilities. The client
is the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company and is fee scale B.
From Lee Parry [Union Railways]:
The latest phase of ground investigation for the proposed
Channel Tunnel Rail Link (CURL) has recently commenced
with a projected spend in excess of £2 million. SWK is again
well represented on the site supervision teams. Welcome to
Karen Mottram from Chesterfield (Croydon/Ashford), John
Andrews from Basingstoke (Ashford), Kevin Power on
secondment from Veryards (Ashford) and Ian Finme from
Chesterfield (St Pancras). Chris Ford remains in Croydon to
provide advice on SWK’s section of alignment, whilst Peter
Rodd continues to scope and report on contaminated land
investigations throughout 1ç route. I am approaching my 4th
year in Croydon and contnirefto look after geotechnical issues
in Kent, including the preparation of summary interpretative
reports. Messages for site staff can be passed through me on
0181-6666348.

Les Edwards at the Reigate office is shortly (should be during
the next couple of weeks) to have a book published by Thomas
Telford. Entitled Practical Risk Management in the
Construction Industry, it is the latest guide in the ICE
Management Series. It describes risk management in the
general commercial world and its applications in the
construction industry. The price is £17.50 for ICE members,
and £22.50 for non members. Copies are available from
Thomas Telford, the ICE or as they say in the trade all good
bookshops!
Les is also the co-author of a book which deals with
ulauses in the four ICE Conditions of Contract.
4
insui
There’s no title yet, but it is due to be published within the next
6 months.
-

-

From John Holden [Chesteifield]:
Scott Wilson CDM has secured several contaminated land
projects recently, including two commissions undertaken by
teams in Basingstoke and Chesterfield. These involve the
investigation of 9 gasworks sites throughout the UK for British
Gas Properties (fee scales C and D) and a prestigious
commission with the Coal Authority to investigate 30 high
priority abandoned mine water discharges (fee scale B)
throughout England and Scotland.
John Armistead’s team has completed extensive preliminary

work (fee scale A) in support of the planning application on the
high profile Glasshoughton Colliery Redevelopment project
which is being promoted by English Partnerships and Stuart
McLoughlin at Waystone Developments. The site is located on
the M62 near Castleford and has a total area of 5Oha, part of
which is contaminated by wastes derived from a coal
carbonisation plant formerly located in the development area.
The strategy for treatment of contamination developed by Barry
Gore is similar to the one followed successfully at Cortonwood
Colliery and involves disposal in an on-site engineered landfilL
Systems for treating polluted ground and surface waters have
been identified by Geoff Byms. Extensive traffic management
studies have already been undertaken by Bill Gallear and his
team in Sheffield. Negotiations are uncliLWayJregarding our
input on the detailed design and construction phase.
In a separate commission, Barry Gore is investigating a
closed landfill at a major international airport (fee scale D).
This is complementary to a contamination investigation at the
same airport being undertaken by Peter Anseil and his team in
Telford on behalf of SWK.
New jobsfor MainLine:
Following the commission awarded for a 51 mile clearance
survey and evaluation for EPS trains between Crewe and
Preston, MainLine has now been awarded a 25 mile extension
of the work, to be completed to the same timescale with
submission of the report by 30th November. The additional fee
income (scale B) increases the total value of the work to scale
A. John Perkin is the Project Leader and the client is MPD
North West.
MainLine’s experience in scour protection work has been
recognised by the award of a commission for project
management, planning supervisor duties, design and site
supervision of work at four bridges in the Midlands. Martin
Cooper is Project Leader and the fee income is scale B, from
our client Railtrack Midlands Zone.
-

MainLine has received an order (fee scale A) to carry out the
implementation phase of Heathrow Express M&E works. The
work is divided into three main packages:
• bonding, earthing and gapping of all services and structures
surrounding the railway
• installation of electric switch heating on the route
• general electrical works which include special lighting,
provision of emergency stand-by generators and provision of
remote monitoring equipment for wind speed measurement.
Engineers leading the three teams delivering the packages
are Mark Hillyard, Peter Jefferies and Graham Hill
respectively. The work is to be completed by summer 1996.
From Peter Ansell [Telford]:
The Geotechnics section at Telford has just submitted its draft
‘Preliminary Site Investigation Report’ to Railtrack Major
Projects Division Midland (West Coast Main Line). This
project, carried out in conjunction with surveyors from
MainLine, is concerned with possible stability problems on a
short length of railway embankment just outside Coventry. As
part of the work necessary to undertake the project, Stephen
Beales, Assistant Principal Engineer in Telford, has received
Personal Track Safety (PTS) training which is valid for 2 years
and allows him to work ‘on or near the line’ with appropriate
lookout protection. As far as I am aware Stephen is the only
-

continued overheat...

geotechnical engineer in the Firm with PTS traimng, so if
anybody needs an Orange Card-carrying geotechnical engineer
to assist with their railway projects please get in touch with
either myself (ext 213) or Stephen (ext 214) at Telford.
From Stephen Leckie [Glasgow]:
SWK (Scotland) has been commissioned for project
management of a multi-storey carpark at Clyde Submarine
Base, Faslane, for Defence Works Services (fee scale A).

* * Congratulations! * *
From Alan Morton [Basingstoke]:
Diane Goddard is moving to the Western House offices at
Swindon to set up and establish a South West regional office
for personnel. This service will initially cover the new
MainLine business and the SWK staff based in Plymouth,
Exeter and Cardiff. Best of luck to Diane, who will transfer in
the promoted position of Senior Personnel Officer, and Alison
White (currently working for MainLine) who will provide
support as Personnel Assistant.

Moves-

-

Moves-

-*

Moves-

-*

Moves

Jim McNally has moved from Birmingham to the Manchester
office, and is trying to sell his house see ‘For Sale & Wanted’!
-

Gordon Davidson was bid a fond farewell by the Sheffield
office as he departed for the rigours of Derby Southern Bypass
(Eastern Section). He is relieving another former Sheffield
stalwart Andy Abrahams who is transferring to the
Chesterfield office to assist David Blythe with Planning
Supervisor jobs.
-

-

‘Yeboahs’ (ie, also-rans). Contact is awaited... (01332-691694)

For Sale & Wanted
Following his move to Manchester, Jim McNally has a house
for sale in Birmingham a “highly desirable three bedroom
semi detached property, close to all local facilities etc”. Please
call him at the Manchester office if you are interested.
-

For Sale: Golf Gti, D reg, silver, excellent condition, very
reliable, teardrop alloys, Blaupunkt stereo, sunroof, 12 months
MoT, 8 months tax, £2000 ovno. Please contact Anna Evans
(Basingstoke, ext 297) or phone 01705-361442.

(i)Xa-r’8

From GeoffRails [M&E]:
Regarding Colin McKenna’s thought last week concerning ‘Y’
time: this may well have been rhetorical, but the mathematical
answer is 11- at least as far as SWK(M&E) is concerned! Our
time sheet recording programme can’t handle letters in the
fourth column of the sub no. code, so we have to use numbers.
ito 10 had already been used, so now ‘Y’ = 11 (QED).
From Mavis Dedman [Basingstoke]:
Would staff at Scott House please note that there are 4 other
days in the week apart from Friday! I find myself having a few
things to do from Monday to Thursday, and then being
inundated on Friday with a huge number of jobs that all seem to
be extremely urgent. Perhaps a little forward planning
wouldn’t go amiss?

Idea of tite

SpOftT & SOCIALS
From Measurement Staff [Derby Southern Bypass]:
The gauntlet is now thrown down to Graham Goodall and his
victorious 5-a-side football team to compete for the SWK FA
Cup against the crack Derby Southern Measurement FC Ltd.
Let’s determine the ‘Ferdinands’ (ie, thoroughbreds) from the

4 Yo.u ML’qM
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From Mike D’Alton [Basingstoke]:
How about producing bound blocks of calculation sheets!
sketches, etc, and any other forms that are frequently used?
Memo sheets are available as pads, so why not other forms?

To Anna Evans (Basingstoke)
My Idea of the Week is (continue

a separate page if necessary)
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From Geoff French [Basingstoke]:
Cape Town 1995 proved go be the biggest and most successful
meeting of the Principals of the International Finn that has been
held to date. A total of 56 international Directors from
Australia to Zimbabwe attended the gathering, which included
presentations, main meetings, group discussions, breakfast
meetings, lunchtime seminars and informal briefings, as well as
functions of a more social nature.
One of the main aims of the meeting was to ensure that the
Firm built on its worldwide strengths by thinking globally. The
week provided a very solid basis for this with everybody now
much clearer about the extent of these strengths. It was also an
excellent opportunity for all Directors especially the younger
ones to get to know each other better.
It was with this in mind that six of our younger Directors
were asked to give the presentation on the strengths of the
European Firm. Peter Guthrie, Martin Nielsen, Ronnie Hunter,
John Nutt, Mike LeGouais and Jerome Munro-Lafon left our
international colleagues in no doubt as to the range and depth of
the expertise available in Europe. (I was just relieved that the
actual presentation was a complete contrast to the shambles of a
rehearsal the night before!)
As the meeting progressed, workshops were held on the
technical disciplines and many other issues including all
aspects of Human Resources; Inter Firm Charging and
Contracts; Corporate Image and Identity; Internal Project
Management; Marketing and Business Development; and
Finance. A workshop dealing with the complex issues of staff
mobility and its impact especially on families was greatly
enhanced by the presence of contributions from the Directors’
wives.
A fuller report on all aspects of the Cape Town meeting will
be issued as a special supplement to Scottlight.
Finally I would like to thank all those who carried on the
business so successfully while we were away, thus enabling the
Directors to put their full effort into the issues being discussed
in Cape Town.
-

•

9th November 1995

From Rhoda Hamer [ChesrerfzeldJ:
Would whoever borrowed Bob McKittrick’s green binder of
slides please return it to me in Chesterfield as soon as possible.
Many thanks.
From Bob Weekes [India]:
With effect from Monday 6th November, SWK (India) is
operating from new premises at:
8-A Maharani Bagh
Eastern Avenue
New Dethi 110065, India.
With his consummate powers of persuasion, Sunil Malhotra has
managed to cajole the powers that be into allowing us to retain
our phone and fax numbers which are therefore, as before:
Tel: 9111 6823527; Fax: 9111 6820837

-

From Cathryn McDonnell [Basingstoke]:
In last week’s issue there was an item concerning the fact that
Sharron Rose in Basingstoke now spends her mornings
working on the administration of training courses. Because I
also do training, some of you may have been confused!
I would like to clarify that Sharron works mainly with
Richard Levett in organising trips to the UK for overseas
delegates, such as the Vietnamese and Kazaks who have
recently visited the Basingstoke and London offices. I, on the
other hand, administer external and internal courses for all UK
staff, excepting Scotland.

From Mike Grey [Basingstokej:
SWK is hosting a meeting for the ICE on Thursday 16th
November at 6pm in conference room 2, Scott House,
Basingstoke. This meeting, organised by the Incorporated
Engineers and Technicians section, is concerned with the Kobe
Earthquake in Japan and will look at the performance of
reinforced concrete structures in particular. The meeting will
be of interest to technicians and engineers involved in the
design and detailing of RC structures.
The speaker for the evening will be David Smith, and
anybody wishing to attend should book a place with either Nick
Blake (Basingstoke, ext 241) or me (ext 291).
Polybau is giving a Polychannel Surface Water Drainage
seminar on Wednesday 15th November from 12:30 to 1:30pm
in conference room 2 at Scott House. Refreshments will be
provided by Polybau. Please advise Martin Wheeler
(Basingstoke ext 237) or Nick Blake (Basingstoke, ext 241) if
you wish to attend.

II What’s Going On?
Scale: A: £ 100,000+; B: £50,000 £99,999; C: £10,000 £49,999;
D: £5,000- £9,999; E: £1,000 -£4,999; F: less than £999
-

-

From Douglas Atkinson [IDG]:
The following commissions have been gained by IDG recently:
North West England: initial development of two replacement
footbridges on behalf of Railtrack NW. Subsequent design,
specification, tender documents and site supervision will yield
fees to scale C. Work is to be completed for March 1996.
IDG has also received various briefs from Scotland Track

I
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Renewals Unit for safety documentation for the new
organisation and commission for safety management of major
station roof repairs in the Scotland Zone of Railtrack.

From David Rhodes [Scott Neale]:
Scott Neale has recently been commissioned for personnel
services to the London Docklands Development Corporation
during the de-designation phase 1995-1997 (fee scale A).
From Lee Pany [Union Railways]:
Further to Peter Ansell’s contribution in last week’s issue
concerning Personal Track Safety (PTS) training, I would like
to add that ali SWK geotechnical field staff seconded to Union
Railways are similarly trained. Thus Peter Rodd, Karen
Mouram, John Andrews, Kevin Power, Ian Finnie and myself
also carry the Orange Card! If Peter Ansell or Stephen Beales
axe unable to assist, perhaps we might be able to help. Further
details can be supplied (tel: 0181 666 6348).
From Andy Wilson [now Hong Kong,formerly Black Country
Spine Road at the time of writing]:
As the Black Country Spine Road is nearing completion, I
thought it would be worth mentioning this noteworthy scheme
before the site staff disappear totally.
From a peak of around 14, SWK is now represented by only
3 people: myself and Peter Hill on Contract 2 and Peter Lucas
on Contract 3, soon to be reduced to two when I fly out to join
Paul Bracegirdle on the Kwai Chung Viaduct Project in Hong
Kong.
Work on site here began in 1992 with many advance works
contracts being carried out to reclaim and improve derelict
industrial land which was often contaminated before the
construction of the Spine Road proper could commence. Ray
Bowyer has been involved in these right from the start and
continued through the construction phase of Contact 2 up until
the original date of completion (which has now lapsed by 3
months) before being whisked off to head the team supervising
phase 2 of the A50 scheme in Stoke-on-Trent. Pete Hill is now
challenging Ray for the dubious honour of being the longest
serving SWK member on the Spine Road. If he gets a couple
of months of the maintenance period under his belt he should
have no trouble in achieving this. (It is rurnoured that Pete had
a full head of hair when he started his 18 month long stint on
site in March 1993!)
After many years now, one can actually say that Great
Bridge has got a bridge to justify its name! Eagle Lane Viaduct
is a four span 210m long steel/concrete composite bridge which
carries the Spine Road over a disused railway and a side road
(the words ‘nut’ and ‘sledgehammer’ immediately spring to
mind).
Hopefully, however, the scheme as a whole will serve its
intended purpose of regenerating what was once a very run
down area. Already there are signs of this happening as many
industrial units are springing up along the length of Contract 1,
which has been open now for about 9 months.
For more information, look out for the BCSR supplement
which is due to be issued with the New Civil Engineer very
soon.
The official tape cutting ceremony was carried out by
Michael Heseltine on 8th November.
-

of our most senior Graduate Engineer John Harlow since his
attendance at the Business Association of Basildon District
Luncheon last Friday.
John spent some time talking to Michael Heseltine about the
Firm’s work, and was pleased to hear Mr Heseltine confirm that
we are well known. John went on to lunch with our guest,
David Duffield of Harlow Disthct Council, and the
Commission for the New Towns Chairman Dr Bradfield, and
Chief Executive Mr Walker. We are pleased to report that
John, though relatively unpractised in the art of business
lunches, seemed on his return to be coherent and undamaged by
the event. Our thanks also to Janet Nelson for ‘manning’ the
Firm’s stand so ably.
-

Moves-- Moves-

-*

-
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Moves

Andy Wilson transferred to the Hong Kong office on 4th
November. His wife Helen and their six month old baby son
will be joining him in December. Prior to his new adventure
Andy was working on the Black Country Spine Road site.

From all the srf in Chesterfield:
A fond farewell to Joanne Martin, who is leaving on 17th
November to have a baby. She will be missed by all her
colleagues (even the ones she shouts at!). We hope Joanne and
her husband David will not get too many sleepless nights over
Christmas as the baby is due on 17th December. We wish them
lots of luck and look forward to hearing news of the happy
event.

-

For Sale & Wanted
£1.fff.E
For Sale: 1 Vickers Trimline 4-drawer steel filing cabinet (A4)
1320mm (h) x 4 10mm (w) x 620mm (d), with key.
-

1 art metal 3-drawer steel filing cabinet (‘Jumbo size’)
1320mm (h) x 535mm (w) x 620mm (d). No keys.

-

Offers to Peter Crane at MainLine (tel: 01793-515742).

tD
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Personnel Assistant. We now require a Personnel Assistant to
assist with a variety of tasks including recruitment procedures,
general administration of UK staff/transfers, data entry and a
range of other office/secretarial tasks.
Candidates will need to demonstrate good word processing
and interpersonal skills, the ability to show initiative, and to act
responsibly under pressure. A minimum of 3 years’ office
experience is essential.
Anybody interested should apply to Sally Mason in
Personnel by 17th November, having previously spoken to their
Head of Section.

From Alan Gibbs [Basildon]:
A respectful hush now descends over Basildon, on the approach
tontiniiM nvArlPnf

(OXaT’6 4ni Yopft Mii?
Several people are making the effort to air what’s on their
minds. How about a few responses from those of you whose
responsibilities include the very thing under scrutiny? In Issue
17, for example, Stephen Leach responded to Seamus
O’Sullivan’s ‘Plea’ in Issue 16. It’s no use people sharing their
concerns if all they are met with is silence!

different bands of core hours, instead of just one? We could
have, for example, 7am until 1pm, lOam until 4pm and 2pm
until 8pm. People could select the core hours they would like
to work, and base their working day around them.

From Andrew Blacker [Basingstoke]:
Instead of sending a complete copy of the phone list to each
employee every month, why not type the amendments on a
single sheet of paper and disthbute this instead. We must be
able to save boxes of paper every year.

From Peggy Welch [BasingswkeJ:
A Health Plea!
Asthma sufferers have a real problem when people (men and
women) in the office wear heavy perfume or aftershave. Strong
scents in an enclosed space can bring on headaches, tight chests
and difficulty in breathing. Please spare a thought and use
perfumes sparingly, or better still save them for wearing out of
the office.

Itith of the q4)ee(

Please keep those ideas coming in! As they are being featured
in order of receipt, don’t be put off if you have sent one in and
it hasn’t appeared yet it will eventually. This week, because
we have an anonymous contribution, we are including two. At
the end of November the author of the most interesting ‘Idea of
the Week’ will be selected, and will receive a bottle of wine or
a box of chocolates by way of recognition.
-

The following idea was inspired by the contributor’s original
suggestion, which, although tempting, was not entirely
practicable!

Identity withheld:
At the moment we have core working hours of between lOam
and 4pm. People differ widely in their working habits and have
different distances to travel to the office. Some deal with
people outside the Firm who have different working hours, or
have to communicate with those overseas in a different time
zone. In addition, we have to adapt to the clocks changing
twice a year. Being able to work flexitime is really useful, so
how about taking it a step further and having two or three
-

To Anna Evans (Basingstoke)
My

Idea of the Week is (continue on a separate page if necessaiy):
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From Ca:hryn McDonnell [Basingstoke]:
Attention all Graduates (UA) Southern Region!
Hampshire County Council is organising a one day course on
behalf of the ICE Southern Association entitled ‘Preparing for
the Chartered Professional Review’. The course will be held in
Portsmouth on Monday 27th November and is ideally suited to
those within a year of completing the Training Agreement.
They are short on nominations; therefore, if you wish to
attend please contact me on ext 350.
-

From Stephen Leach [Basin gstokej:
Following are some overseas e-mail numbers which may be
useful:
1-1K: Ron Rakusen
rhr@swkhk.com.hk
Eric Leung
elht@swkhk.com.hk
Leo Lee
leolee@swkhk.com.hk
Peter Chan
pcwc@swkhk.com.hk
Maiieting Section nth@swkhk.com.hk
Malaysia:
Farinah Jalumin
swkm@mol.net.my
Zimbabwe:
swkzim@harare.iafrica.com
Durban:
swkdbn@iafrica.com
Johannesburg: swkjhb@iafrica.com
Mozambique: swk@swkmoz.uem.mz
Vietnam:
swk@netnam.org.vn
Irwin Johnston:swij@zonk.geko.com.au
There will be an item concerning UK e-mail numbers and
their use in a future issue.
From John Holden [Chesterfield]:
Can anybody help me out? I was in the Basingstoke office on
30th and 31st October and have lost a brown tortoiseshell
fountain pen with gold trim, which is of great sentimental
value. I was in conference rooms 1A and 2A, and I was also
with Steve Handsley and Pat Moss. If anybody has found it,
please contact me on ext 233.
From Anna Evans [Basin gstoke]:
The October issue of SWK Today has appeared (at last!) As it
is now aimed more at our clients, the distribution has changed
in that copies no longer go to each member of staff. Instead,
each Director has been given up to 25 copies to distribute to
clients as he sees fit and the Zimbabwe and Hong Kong offices
have been sent 100 copies. A set number (either 5 or 10,
depending on its size) has gone to each office in the UK,
including associated/subsidiary firms, and those overseas which
are controlled by the UK Firm, for reference by staff. The
Marketing section in Basingstoke keeps spares, so if anybody
would like a copy, please call me on ext 297.
From GeoffRowe [SWK(PE) USA]:
-
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SWK(PE) Inc has moved premises. As from 13th November,
the postal/courier address and contact numbers are:
SWK Pavement Engineering Inc
75 Claremont Road, 2nd floor
Bernardsville
New Jersey 07924
USA
Tel: +1 908 766 7978; Fax: +1 908 766 9047
e-mail: 73051 .3552@compuserve.com
From Peter Sobczynski [ASO site]:
If anybody has pastJpresent experience, views, opinions or
copies of papers regarding problems with the air stability of
30/20 and 40/20 air entrained concrete, particularly in
combination with limestone aggregates and PFA cement
replacement, please contact me at the A50, phase 2 Contract at
Meir, Stoke-on-Trent (tel: 01782-596246; fax: 01782-596248).
Many thanks.

I1 What’s Going On?
Scale: A: £100,000+; B: £50,000 £99,999; C: £10,000 £49,999;
D: £5,000 £9,999; E: £1,000- £4,999; F: less than £999
-

-

-

From Allen Flatman [Chesterfield]:
Contrary to recent impressions within the Firm, the
Construction Department here in Chesterfield is alive and well!
The current Highways Agency penchant for new contract forms
(Design and Build; Design, Build, Finance and Operate) has
blurred the division between the design and construction phases
of a project, and as a result the Highways and Construction
Departments have become more closely integrated. We can not
only provide advice on all highway related matters (including
Model Documents/Specifications and the latest Contract forms)
but also on general contractual matters, costing, tender
assessments, site supervision (including materials testing
laboratories) and construction-related quality assurance.
Our battle-hardened veterans are at your service please
contact me on ext 240 if you need their help.
-

From Robert Trenouth [Dubai]:
The Dubai office was recently able to give the lads in Reigate a
helping hand at short notice, thanks to their newly-installed
Internet facility.
The brief was flashed through cyberspace to Dubai, where a
number of detail drawings for the Ormara Submarine Refit
Complex in Pakistan were completed at the double. The
Autocad drawings were returned to Reigate to resounding
cheers in the time it takes to type a few incomprehensible
hieroglyphics!

continued overleaf...

If you have a drawing or detailing problem, why not try us
on e-mail: swkdubai@emirates.net.ae or by fax on +97 14
458872. After all, we do work on Saturdays and Sundays,
when the rest of you have your feet up!
From Martin Finlay [Plymouth]:
Phase A of a production facility for Cosworth Castings in
Worcester, which produces aluminium engine blocks and heads
for the automotive industry, has recently been handed over to
the client. This facility comprises about 2700m
2 of
manufacturing area, 200m
2 of office space and 440m
2 of
ancillary site buildings, as well as access roads and a new
roundabout, forecourts and car parks. Structural and civil
works were designed in the Plymouth office by Roy Durand
and myself, and the roundabout by Bob Young in Basingstoke,
all under the auspices of Project Manager Tim Williams.
This contract forms part of a multi-phase development, with
the second phase currently under construction to increase the
production area to 6700m
. A third phase is likely to follow
2
shortly.
From Martin Finlay [Plymouth]:
We have recently been commissioned for the refurbishment of
a meteorological balloon shed in Camborne, Cornwall, for the
Met Office via SERCO. The shed is about 6m high and
moveable, as it runs on a circular rail track with a centre pivot.
This is to ensure that the balloons can always be released from
the downwind side of the building. The use of hydrogen to
inflate the balloons means that there can be no electrical items
inside the building, so lighting is provided by directing external
lighting through translucent vertical sheeting panels.
The refurbishment also includes a loading analysis to check
that the centre pivot is not overloaded due to excessive
deflections of the steelwork supporting frame. This contract is
the first to be undertaken during our three-year term
commission at RAP St Mawgan.
From Cohn McKenna [Basingstoke]:
In association with Umar Munshi Associates, we are checking
the design of Clifton Flyover in Karachi the first structural
steel bridge in the city. Specialist advice during construction
will also be required. The job is fee scale C.
-

that can be installed in existing pavements as well as new ones.
From Anan Altos [Basingstoke]:
The Transport Planning section has just started a commission
with SWELTRAC which is the second phase of a study that has
to be completed by March 1996. It is fee scale C.
Also, the section has acquired a programme that is useful
for statistical analysis, SPSS (Statistical Package for Social
Sciences). It has numerous options for many types of statistical
analysis of data. If you are interested in using it, please contact
me on ext 328.
From Peter Stebbings [Reigate]:
3 Screws or 4?
Those 31 levels for sale in Issue 17 of Scottlight took me back
to my first unsupervised survey as an Article Pupil with the
City Engineer’s Department, Cardiff.
Having been taught on three screw instruments by an
extremely competent ex-Ordnance Survey surveyor, I was duly
dispatched after three months with chainman and boxed
(unseen) instruments for my first ‘site job’.
On returning to the office I was quizzed by the said
surveyor as to how I had fared. Miffed to receive a cheerful
reply, the disappointed surveyor disappeared to obtain a report
from my chainman.
My Section Leader smiled, because he knew but the
surveyor did not that the pupil’s father and grandfather were
both civil engineers. Having been used as cheap labour when
very young a four screw level took me a little longer to set up
but was not a problem! The initiative test was discontinued the
following year.
-

-

From David Williams [India]:
“Jet-setting to Bihar: the Trials and Tribulations of a Traveller
Part One”
I should have realised that the omens were not good when,
mysteriously, Caz Spencer was not available to hand over my
flight tickets, which in a couple of days had changed from Gulf
Air at a sociable starting hour to Air India ‘thrift class’ at a less
sociable hour. Oh well, we all have to make sacrifices in this
commercial world.
I went ahead and booked my airport transport, only to be
informed by Caz now returned that my flight had been
cancelled. Perhaps my luck is changing! Er, no: I was re
booked on another Air India flight departing three hours earlier
than the original. Not much sleep will be had Sunday night, I
fear.
Saturday. I am just wrapping on my kilt for a last hurl when
the phone rings. It is Graham Little, my travelling companion.
He is due to leave his highland home in Inverness to travel
south, but his tickets and passport have not arrived. This is
Saturday evening: my chances of recovering the situation look
slim. A few frantic phone calls and I reach Caz, and with time
and my wife pressing, I drop the problem neatly in Caz’s lap.
While I reel and strathspey, the admin wheels are frantically
turning. Thanks to some extra curricular activity by Jackie
Constable and a slice of luck with TNT, a breakfast-time call
from Caz on Sunday tells me that we are back on track. Phew!
One point in favour of early morning flights is the relative
absence of traffic on the motorways, so I arrive at Heathrow as
planned at 6am. There is already a queue for checking in on
the Air India flight but as I reach the end Graham arrives on cue
and we introduce ourselves. An orderly wait and we check in
-

From Robert Armitage [SWK(PE)]:
At the moment, trials and monitoring of pavement deterioration
via external observation and mechanical testing are
expensive and involve lane closures and traffic management.
However, sensors have been developed that can monitor
performance and condition without the need for attendance or
traffic disruption.
SWK(PE), in association with the University of
Nottingham, Trevor Deakin Consultants Ltd and the
Geotechnical Consulting Group, has recently won a research
contract for the Road Engineering and Environmental Division
of the UK Highways Agency to carry out a feasibility study
into ‘Smart’ Roads (Monitoring using New Technology). The
research objectives are to investigate the use of ‘Smart’
technology in relation to the instrumentation and monitoring of
road pavements.
The first phase of the project involves a literature review
and market research to establish the availability and cost of
suitable devices. They must be accurate, reliable, durable and
cost effective, and the Highways Agency is looking for devices
-

-

-
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hitch an hour later. The check-in display tells us that
flight
is delayed one hour. By the time we take off the
the
delay has increased to three hours, hence by some chance we
are taking off at the time declared on my original ticket. How
strange!
The flight, against all expectations, is as comfortable as any
in this section of the aircraft and generally goes without hitch.
We arrive in Delhi at l.lSam local time Tuesday morning....
Will our intrepid travellers reach theirfinal destination? Find
out in next week’s thrilling instalment.
without

as is reasonably practical the health, safety and welfare at work
of all their employees’. In this context it is also the duty of
employees to take reasonable care for the heath and safety at
work of themselves and ANY OTHER PEOPLE who might be
affected by their acts or omissions.
Hopefully Scott House air conditioning combined with
lesser quantities of applied cosmetics will alleviate the problem.

Idea of the Wee,Q

5 & SOCIALS
SpOftT
From Les Edwards [Reigate]:
An advert recently appeared in ‘The Insurance Weekly’ (26th
October) from Fielding Mann, who are offering contingency
cover to employers who are faced with the situation where a
staff syndicate wins a large amount on the Lottery and leaves
en masse.
From Harriet Rooke [Basingstoke]:
The Third Floor in Scott House is holding a Christmas Barn
Dance on Friday 15th December from 8pm to midnight at Old
Basing Village Hall. If anybody is interested in joining us in
our Christmas festivities please contact Caroline Moore (ext
330) or myself (ext 322) in Transport Planning. The cost will
be £7 or £8 per person to cover the cost of the band, hall and
beverages. You’ll be required to bring a dish of food and
money will be collected during the first few days of December.

For Sale & Wanted
From Sue Moore [Basingstokej:
Could I please remind everybody about the availability of RedR
Christmas Cards? They cost £3.25 for 10, the design is simple
but attractive, and the proceeds go towards a very good cause.
If you all would like to get off your proverbials and order some
I can pick up your supplies at the AGM, which is next
Tuesday (21st).

From Martin Jacobs [Basingstoke]:
It seems rather strange to me that if SWK aspire to provide a
quality service, we do not have a mechanism for evaluating our
performance at the close of a project. Without such feedback,
how do we know how well we are doing and how we can
improve?
My suggestion is to remedy this by introducing a feedback
mechanism into our QA procedures, which I have called a
Project Debrief. It is to be undertaken upon completion of a
project by the people involved, and is to record the triumphs,
tribulations and lessons learned.
At present our QA system only records design failures;
some ‘blue chip’ projects fmd their way into published papers
but otherwise there is no feedback. The vast majority of useful
information learned, which falls between these two extremes,
remains as ‘head knowledge’ in the minds of the individuals
involved and, unless discussed over a pint of beer on a Friday
lunchtime, probably never gets disseminated to the Firm at
large.
I suggest that a Project Debrief be formatted in two parts:
Part 1: for public consumption and quick reference. This
would include a brief description of the project, approximate
fees, dates and pretty pictures. The sheets currently produced
by Marketing would be ideal for such a purpose and as we are
already producing them it may not be so much of a burden to
incorporate them into a formal report.
Part 2: for internal consumption only. This would include
the information which really counts and I suggest it would
comprise the following:
1) Fees fees submitted under the fee proposal; summation
of job costs; fees paid or agreed by client
2) Management SWK staff and subconsultants involved;
client organisation and, if available, the client’s comments
on our performance
3) Technical the current system of technical memoranda
would cover the details. This section need only contain the
TM reference numbers
4) Professional eg: were we faced with any ethical
dilemmas? Was the project affected by third party action?
What other broad issues were encountered?
As you can see, fees figure prominently in my scheme.
This is because I believe that true quality depends far more on
cost than on adherence to a ‘tick box’ system invented to
procure a certificate from BSI (this is not a comment on our
own QA system). Please don’t misunderstand this: I am
convinced that we need our QA system to methodically run and
check our work, but if the costs drastically outrun the resources
available then it cannot save us and the client is given a poor
service. Incidentally, recording basic fee information here
-

From John Andrews [Union Railways]:
If anybody requires accommodation in the Basingstoke area, I
have a furnished three-bedroomed end-terrace house which
may be coming vacant towards the middle of December. Rent
to be negotiated. If you are interested, please contact me on
01233-634957.

-

-

-
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From Mike Sales [Basingstoke]:
In my role as the Offices’ Health & Safety Adviser, I would
like to respond to the ‘Health Plea’ in Issue 19 of Scotilight
from Peggy Welch.
There is no legislation to control ‘personal emission’ of
fumes from cosmetics or indeed any other personal source,
bearing in mind that SWK operates a no-smoking policy.
However, the Company does have a ‘duty to ensure so far

continued overleat...

‘0

would serve as a ready reference until the Firm replaces FAMIS,
or at least makes it less impenetrable.
What would such a Project Debrief be used for? Primarily
for the dissemination of knowledge throughout the Firm and to
account for those things which have tripped us up in the past. I
would also like to see it used to bring all information to bear on
fee proposals although I recognise that commercial
considerations may be the overriding factor in this case.
I believe that the majority of SWK staff want to pmduce
quality work (and I don’t mean the highly restricted
interpretation of the word as defined in QA) and we would like
to see the Firm’s prestige and profile raised. I suggest that the
introduction of a feedback loop, perhaps along the lines of the
Project Debrief described above, would allow the Firm to
improve itself by building on the experiences of its individual
staff.
I have already discussed this with John Taylor, who thinks
that the idea is good in principle, but doubts that it would work
in practice. I would be interested to hear any other views on
the subject.
From Richard Hennessy [Ba.cingstokej:
How about having a ‘Reply of the Week’? This could be a
response from a Director to the ‘Idea of the Week’. It would
work best if the Director was given a preview of the Idea so the
response could be published in the same issue of Scouligh:.
I believe that a ‘Reply of the Week’ would greatly help
make staff feel that they could influence the way the Firm was
run. Even a response saying “Get lost!” would be better than a

strong silence!
I hope that the Directors cooperate on this after all, it
would give them a chance to defend their actions!
-

Harriet Rooke, also in Basingstoke, had a similar suggestion.
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From Geoff French [Basingstoke]:
Having seen a preview of this week’s issue, I thought why not
have a ‘Reply’ straight away?! So here goes...
A ‘Reply of the Week’ is a good idea. We’ll be following up
all the ideas so far, and will let staff have a few responses in
forthcoming issues of Scoulight.

•

• Attached to this week’s issue is a Readers’ Questionnaire.
Please try to fill it in f you can your opinions are
•
important and the future of Scottlight depends on
•
what you think.
-

:

•
.
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••...

-To Anna Evans (Basingstoke)

\\ I,

My Idea of the Week is (continue on a separate page if necessary):

(You do not have Iofdl in this part ((you do not want to)

Name:

.
.

Locatior
-

All items for inclusion should be mailed, faxed or phoned lb rough to Anna Evans in Basingstoke
by 5pm Monday
This Is an SWK Holdings publication dlstruted to all stall in the operating, associated and sisldiary companies in the UK and urope. It Is not for outside circulation.

