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Citypoint

Official Opening

Carrick-a-Rede
Rope Bridge
Re-opens!

Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge on the North
Antrim coast opened again to the public
this month. The bridge, which attracts over
220,000 tourists each year, is suspended
across a 24m deep and 18m wide chasm.

L-R : Keith Wallace, Malcolm Reed and Ronnie Hunter

Our new Glasgow office has officially
opened with our clients and staff mingling
over a few nibbles at a drinks reception
earlier this month. The new modern offices
now allow consultants from Ferguson
McIlveen and McClay Collier, acquired in
October 2006 and July 2007 respectively,
to join together with members of our
former office to offer a diverse range of
integrated services from Glasgow. Our
colleagues from Scott Wilson Railways are
also co-located on the third floor.
We were honoured that Malcolm Reed,
Chief Executive Officer of Transport
Scotland, joined us for a few drinks to
officially open our new Divisional head
office. In his address he said ‘’I welcome
Scott Wilson to the Transport Campus in
Glasgow where they are co-located with
Transport Scotland, Network Rail and The
British Transport Police who keep us all in
order!”

Our new Glasgow office brings together a
wealth of expertise allowing us to continue
to offer multi-disciplinary consultancy
services with a commitment to deliver
high quality and innovative solutions to
our clients. This move also reflects the
substantial growth we have achieved over
the past few years.

The rope bridge, which is removed in
winter and re-erected each spring in time
for the holiday season, is flown in by
helicopter and assembled by a group of
professional riggers, abseilers and rope
access specialists.
The Belfast Structural team became
involved with The National Trust bridge in
1999 to carry out inspections to ensure
the safety of the rope and timber structure
which is located in a harsh coastal
environment.
Scott Wilson concluded that the bridge
would need replacing every 4 years. With
the introduction of new galvanised steel
ropes, a new deck support system, mesh
and safety netting, the bridge remains
sturdy without losing any of its original
historic qualities.
The thrilling rope bridge is inspected on
completion of erection and then at bimonthly intervals by David McGlade from
Beechill House. David McGlade recently
competed in the NI IStructE ‘Graduate &
Student Showcase’ where he compiled a
paper and gave a 10 minute presentation
on the history, design and his involvement
in this interesting rope bridge.
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Bangor Walled
Garden
Our Architects and
Landscape Architects are
currently involved in the
design of an innovative
glasshouse and the
redevelopment of the historic
Bangor Walled Garden, Co
Down. The gardens were
created by the Ward family
in the 1840’s and have since
fallen into decline. The
aim of the project is to fully
redevelop this significant
space for public access.
It is planned that the new
glasshouse will sit within the
historic grounds beside the
formal lawn and colourful lily
pool. A timber bridge over a
water pool will allow visitors
to enter the magical and
tropical world beyond in the
‘wet zone’ of the glasshouse.
Water plays a key feature
with a meandering series
of pools and a dramatic
cascading waterfall.
Lush and unique tropical planting is
representative of the flora found in
different tropical regions, from Amazonian
mangroves, lotus and giant lilies to the rice
paddies, bamboo groves and native nuts

of tropical Asia. A ‘dry zone’ of the glass
house is entered trough a rock tunnel,
exhibiting exotic cacti and other desert
species grouped by geographical area.
The proposed glass house and contents
could not better complement the outdoor

displays of the southern walled garden and
together will set this unique development
apart from other garden venues throughout
Ireland. The image above, prepared
by our Digital Animators, will give you
an idea of how the proposed innovative
glasshouse might look!

The Marton
Moai
Our Middlesbrough office has provided
invaluable help with a unique project to
create a stone Easter Island head (the
Moai) for the Captain Cook Birthplace
Museum in Middlesbrough. These
mysterious giant statues were first seen
by Cook and his crew when they visited
Easter Island in 1774.
International Maori artist George Nuku,
who is currently exhibiting in the museum
and local artist David Gross worked on
the sculpture together. The result is a
massive 4 ton sandstone statue standing
several metres tall.

Scott Wilson helped by getting the
museum in touch with local contractors,
stone suppliers and supporters of the
project. Patrick McQuillan, a Structural
Engineer in our Middlesbrough office,
provided the structural calculations and
foundation drawings. The stone was gifted
by Eskdale Stone and local contractors
Cleveland Land Services generously
provided the labour and materials required.
The Scott Wilson logo now appears
on a commemorative plaque within the
museum in recognition of our support. The
Marton Moai was unveiled at an opening
ceremony on Friday 28th March.
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Scott Wilson gains
Supreme award for Royal
Victoria Hospital design
Scott Wilson has gained recognition in
the Institution of Structural Engineers
Centenary Awards for the design of the
Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast.
The structural design of the hospital won
the overall prize of ‘Supreme Award for
Engineering Excellence’. The project also
beat eighteen competitive nominations to
win the ‘Healthcare / Education Award’.
The IStructE Centenary Awards is a
special event recognising and celebrating
the 100th birthday of the Institution. This
particular event in Belfast was specially
planned to reward the outstanding
contributions structural engineers
have made to the design of the built
environment within Northern Ireland over
the last century.
Lowry Manson, Managing Director
(Ireland) commented “We are very proud
of the Royal Victoria Hospital scheme and
feel honoured that the building is held
in such high esteem by the Institution of
Structural Engineers. This award not only
recognises our expertise in delivering
buildings of this nature but also reinforces
our Client’s worldwide reputation for
healthcare excellence.”

Our integrated team of Architects, Civil
& Structural Engineers and Landscape
Architects developed the first phase of
the prestigious RVH redevelopment which
provided a seven storey state of the art
clinical building consisting of imaging and
outpatients departments, ‘Ultra-Clean’
operating theatres, a pharmacy and 390
inpatient beds.
We were also involved in numerous other
schemes on the complex site including the
recently completed Imaging Centre, the
Central Decontamination Unit and the new
Mortuary. We are currently involved in the
hospital’s latest development, a £135m
Trauma Centre with helipad, now on site.

Middlesbrough
Graduate Impresses
ICE Judging Panel
Ignacio Herrero, 25
year old Graduate
Civil Engineer from
the Middlesbrough
office, was an
outstanding
ambassador for
Scott Wilson when
he came a very
close second in the
ICE Annual North-East Region Papers
competition for Graduates and Students
in Newcastle. Not only did he have to
submit a written paper of 4,000 words, he
had to make a presentation to, and answer
questions from a panel of experts.
Ignacio’s chosen subject was the ‘Loch
Ryan Shellfish Water Improvement
Scheme’, which he has worked on for
the past 9 months. He impressed the
judges with his presentation of primary and
secondary treatment processes, discharge
locations, design of sewage pumping
stations and protection of shellfish habitats.
Although pipped to the post, the real
winner is Ignacio who, when he came to
the UK just over a year ago, spoke very
little English but, thanks to his dedication,
he has made great strides in his ability to
communicate his ideas and concepts.
Congratulations, we look forward to your
next paper.

Virtual Lagan Navigation
Scott Wilson’s Digital Media Team has
just been commissioned by Belfast City
Council for a unique and ambitious
interactive 3D model of the Lagan Canal.
The model will use the most up to date
simulation software to create a detailed
and realistic view of how the disused
Lagan Corridor could look if it was
regenerated.
The team aim to tell the story of the Canal
and encourage the local communities
and schools to get involved in developing
the stretch of canal from the Lagan Weir,
through Belfast to the Lisburn Civic Centre.
This is a forward thinking project for the
Council to commission, but they see it as
a vital informative and interactive tool to

encourage local interest and government
funding. The hope is that the model will act
as a catalyst to transform the neglected
and overgrown locks and canals which will
benefit the local residents
and attract tourists to the
vicinity.

environment available to download from
the Council’s website once it has been
finalised so it is accessible by all.

The virtual landscape model
of the Lagan Corridor will
be designed in such a way
that allows users to interact
and navigate themselves
around the canal. The model
will provide realistic imagery
including the smallest details
such as water, grass and
ground vegetation. The team
aims to make the interactive
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A96 Fochabers and
Mosstodloch Bypass Public Exhibition
After a protracted legal dispute, which
ran from 2003 to 2007, the £25m A96
Fochabers and Mosstodlock bypass was
cleared to proceed subject to consultation
on details of mitigation proposals within
the Gordon Castle Estate. As a result,
Transport Scotland, supported by
Scott Wilson, consulted the residents
of Fochabers by mail shot and staged
a public exhibition of the proposals in
December 2007.
In the lead up to the public exhibition,
staff from both Scott Wilson and Transport
Scotland consulted with statutory
consultees. They produced assessment
reports for the mitigation strategy and local
farm access road alternatives, which were
issued to Moray Council, VIPs and the
local residents.
The exhibition, containing 35 display
boards, explained the proposals allowing
the public the opportunity to comment
on and discuss any concerns with the
design team. Local residents received a
questionnaire to indicate their preferred
option from those put forward by the
project team, or suggest a feasible
alternative option.

The consultation exercise and the
exhibition itself were warmly received
and resulted in a large number of
local residents returning completed
questionnaires.

Following assessment of the feedback,
Transport Scotland approved the preferred
mitigation strategy in February 2008. After
finalising the design, construction work is
likely to start in late 2008 or early 2009.

Road Safety Auditors
Our Road Safety Auditors in the Newcastle
office are on hand ready to assist with
safety aspects of your projects. You may
not be aware that this might apply to you,
but road safety auditing is becoming ever
more necessary.
It is now valid to say that audits are not
just needed for major road projects but
can add significant value to all manner
of schemes that might change the
layout or use of the road network. New
developments and recreational facilities
will change the vehicle, cycle and
pedestrian use of the adjacent roads and
should be given the fullest consideration.
Audits provide an effective means to

ensure that you have properly considered
all relevant safety implications.
As well as contributing to accident
reduction, audits can avoid abortive
design work if engaged early in the design
process and also avoid retrofitting works if
safety issues were not spotted during the
design process. We also provide positive
feedback to you as a designer so that you
are better prepared for current and future
projects, for example in the provision for
people who are mobility impaired.
Audits are required at 4 stages of a
scheme:

Stage 1 - input to concept design phase;
Stage 2 - input to detailed design phase;
Stage 3 - directly after completion of the
Works to remedy any apparent
problems;
Stage 4 - after appropriate periods have
elapsed for ongoing monitoring.
We offer a responsive, pragmatic and
flexible service that can deliver your Road
Safety Auditing requirements and also
guide you through the procedures.
Please contact Gordon Philpott or Richard
Kilner for further information.
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New Theatre &
Cinemas for Inverness

Millennium
Project Progress Report
The good news is that the Scotland &
Ireland Division has raised a fantastic
£1,748.44 already this year. Thanks to
everyone who contributed.
However, our target for the Division is
£5,000 so there is a lot more to be done.
There is now a representative for each
of the offices and in the coming weeks
they will be telling you about forthcoming
fundraising events. They are :
Glasgow
Edinburgh/Inverness
Dublin
Belfast/Derry
Newcastle
Middlesbrough

Our Structural Engineers in Edinburgh
recently completed the new and upgraded
facilities at Eden Court Theatre and
Cinemas in Inverness. The team was
commissioned to refurbish the original
1976 theatre complex and Grade ‘A’ listed
Bishop’s Palace of 1876.

a number of rehearsal studios and a threestorey dressing room block to provide
enhanced and modern facilities for Eden
Court. The Architects Journal, in which the
scheme was recently featured, commented
that the new building “has the potential to
become a cultural symbol in Inverness”.

The adventurous project provided a new
250-seat theatre, 2 new 100-seat cinemas,

The new facilities opened at the end
of 2007 just in time for the pantomime
season!

Pamela Watson
Petrina Rowcroft
Elizabeth Shaw
Frona Clarke
Lynn Archer
Lisa Turnbull

In the meantime if you have any ideas to
help raise funds please let us know.
As you are also aware there are staff from
the Division going to Mozambique to build
a school over the next 4 months and our
best wishes are with them. Please help
them to help others.
Gordon Clarke

A68 Dalkeith
Northern Bypass
Scott Wilson has led the design of the
£30m A68 Dalkeith Northern Bypass;
a D&B scheme consisting of 5.2km of
trunk road & 4.7km of associated side
roads including a new grade-separated
interchange on the Edinburgh City
Bypass. The design comprised roadworks,
drainage, 12 structures including the
95m long River Esk Bridge, 750,000m3
of earthworks and consolidation of
abandoned mineworkings.
The A68 Trunk Road provides an important
link between south east Scotland and
north east England, forming a designated
high load route between Edinburgh and
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne whilst also serving
the border towns of Lauder, St Boswells
and Jedburgh. At present the A68 travels
through a signal controlled junction in

Dalkeith town centre. At peak times the
town centre experiences considerable
congestion, delays and high volumes
of traffic which are detrimental to the
environmental quality of the historic town
centre. We became involved in October
2005 and are currently supervising
construction with completion expected in
July 2008.
Our involvement in this project is an
opportunity to enhance our position as
a major player in D&B road schemes in
Scotland. Moreover it has allowed us to
forge relationships with a new Contractor
client and with Central Division who offered
design input to the Scotland and Ireland
led design. Well done to all involved – too
many to mention!
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6 a-side Football
Tournament

Waverley Railway
Project

A combined Tyne-Tees Scott Wilson team
once again graced the Annual Royal
Town Planning Institute 6 a-side Football
Tournament held at Durham Soccarena.
With new kits and a more youthful
presence than in previous years the
team certainly looked the part and, after
winning their first two matches, there were
several potential awards in prospect. John
Dixon bagged 5 goals (including a terrific
“Bend-it-like Beckham” free kick) but
unfortunately was pipped by only one goal
by an opposition player for the “Highest
Goals Scorer” Trophy.
In the second game Stevie Mac was put
through by the ageing Robin Newlove to
score in less than 5 seconds. However
the “Fastest Goal” Award again went
to another team although our own
courageous defender Stewart Thompson
claimed an “assist” with a deflection past
the “immobile” Tony Buckley after only
3 seconds! Encouragingly, the team put
in some inspirational performances with
our Spanish international Ignacio Herrero
performing miracles in defence, dazzling
the female spectators with his technique!
Unfortunately the team suffered their only
defeat of the night to a strong Newcastle
City Council side that went on to the Final.
The chance of a semi-final place was still
tantalisingly close in our final group match
but, in a classic SW strategic move, we
snatched defeat from the jaws of victory
when Steve Dunn decided to dispossess
his own colleague as he was about to miss
an open goal!

The Waverley Railway Project is intended
to deliver transport and economic benefits
to Midlothian and the Central Borders
by providing a rail link from the existing
Edinburgh Crossrail to Tweedbank, south
of Galashiels, a distance of some 35 miles.
Scott Wilson first became involved with
the project 9 years ago when we were
commissioned to undertake the Scottish
Borders Railway Feasibility Study
investigating options for re-opening a
disused railway which had closed in 1965.
Subsequent commissions included
sufficient concept and technical design
to support the progress of a Bill through
the Scottish Parliament, the procurement
of a Ground Investigation Contract and
currently, outline design for the civil
infrastructure.

Waverley Railway Project is being
managed by Scott Wilson Railways, with
most of the civil infrastructure design being
undertaken by us and co-ordinated by Alan
Baker with teams led by Walter McQueen
and Tony Buckley (Overbridges), Dominic
Murphy (Highways) and Catriona Miller
(Geotechnical).
The nature of the work includes outline
designs, inspections, assessments and
strengthening proposals for around 35
bridges, highway designs at 17 locations
interfacing with the proposed line,
geotechnical and mineworkings reports
and earthworks designs.
We are hoping to maintain our involvement
through the procurement, design and
construction stages, with a view to opening
the railway by 2013.

Finishing 2nd in the group the team was
satisfied with their efforts and will return
next year with an eye on all three trophies.
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Bats in the
Belfry
Bats don’t live in
belfries – they are
too draughty! They
do however live in
a range of other
structures that we
might encounter in
our day to day work:
houses, agricultural
buildings, schools,
water treatment
works, electricity
sub-stations, tunnels,
mines, quarries,
cellars, bridges
(especially those
over water) and trees
with suitable cavities.
Buildings do not have
to be old either; I have seen bats in the
attics of new houses which have yet to be
occupied by their first human inhabitants.
Many of the projects that we are involved
in as a company such as construction,
modification, restoration or conversion of
buildings, as well as infrastructure, landfill,
mineral extraction and energy generation
projects potentially have the possibility to
affect bat populations.
Bats in the UK and Ireland receive a high
level of strict protection under European
Law. It is an offence to capture or kill a
bat, disturb a bat while it is roosting and to
damage or destroy a bat’s breeding site or
roost. This is backed up by some severe
penalties; upon conviction imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 6 months or to a
fine not exceeding Level 5 on the Standard
Scale (currently £5,000 in the UK). Where
an offence is committed in respect of more
than one bat, the maximum fine which
may be imposed is determined as if the

Lathallan
House

Glasgow has been appointed as
Structural Engineers for a £16m housing
development at Lathallan Estate, near
Linlithgow. Forty eight houses, town
houses and apartments, marketed up to
prices of £1m will be constructed.
person convicted had been convicted of
a separate offence in respect of each bat
(i.e. if you kill 10 bats you could be liable to
a £50,000 fine).
Clearly there is a need to ensure that
expert advice from a bat ecologist is
sought in any circumstances where bats
are potentially present. Licences are
required from the relevant authority to
permit work that would otherwise be an
offence to be carried out. This might
include the demolition of a building or
felling a tree that contained a bat roost.
The Edinburgh Ecology Team have
considerable experience in advising on
bat roosts and are licensed to undertake
surveys of buildings/trees that support
bats; an activity that would otherwise
be illegal. Over the past year we have
secured a licence to destroy a bat roost
in a building which was to be demolished
as part of the A9 Ballinluig road scheme in
Perthshire (pictured) and have undertaken
a number of surveys to ascertain whether
bats were present and have provided
advice on suitable mitigation measures.

The centre piece of the development
is the listed Lathallan House which will
be redeveloped into nine apartments.
Currently in a state of disrepair following
years of neglect and a recent fire, the
first task for Scott Wilson is to organise a
façade retention scheme which will secure
the structure and allow safe access for
a structural survey. The Estate boasts a
listed walled garden, which will form an
integral part of the highest value houses.
The local Council Planning Department
has agreed that the wall can run through
the houses as a feature, thus integrating
the old and the new. Outhouses will be
extended using recovered stone to form
new town houses.
We will also be responsible for the civil
elements of the development. This will
include a SUDS drainage scheme, a
pumped main to connect to the nearest
sewer approximately 2km away and
upgrading of an 800m access road.
Development will take place over the next
three years.

If you have any projects where you have
reason to believe bats might be present
and affected by the proposals, we would
be pleased to provide advice and to secure
licences if required.
Please contact Reuben Singleton on
0131-225-1230 or at reuben.singleton@
scottwilson.com in the first instance.
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STAFF NEWS
Retirement

After a total of 21 years Audrey Baker
from Beechill House has retired from
the firm. Audrey joined us in 1986 and
has since been secretary to a long list
of former Ferguson McIlveen partners,
balancing five at one stage in her career.
In addition she was also “virtual” secretary
or treasurer for the local branches of ACE,

Professional Qualifications
IStructE and IWEM among others! Most
recently Audrey was secretary for Sam
Phillips who nicknamed her the ‘Champion
Worrier’ of Beechill House. As Sam said
at the retirement presentation “she has
worried so much for her section and
generally the whole office over the years
that she deserves a well earned break on
her retirement”. Staff past and present
gathered to say goodbye to Audrey over a
buffet lunch at which she was presented
with a watch and matching bracelet from
the staff.
All of Beechill House would like to thank
Audrey for her help and dedication over
the last 21 years. Best wishes on a long
and happy retirement Audrey and enjoy
Nice at the end of the summer.

Weddings

Congratulations to:
Keith Fulton (Beechill) who has qualified
as a Chartered Architect;
Gordon Philpott (Newcastle) who has
been elected as a Fellow of The Institution
of Highways & Transportation;
Brian Summers (Newcastle) who has
been elected as a Fellow of The Institute
of Asphalt Technology and as an Affiliate
Member of The Society of Road Safety
Auditors;
Simon Thompson (Beechill) who has
achieved his chartership with the Royal
Town Planning Institute.

Congratulations
You may have read
in Interchange that
Steve Metcalfe
was awarded the
Queens Voluntary
Reserve Medal
in the New Year’s
Honours list. Steve
kindly celebrated
with the staff of both
Middlesbrough and
Newcastle with champagne and nibbles
and in return, as he has to wait for his visit
to the palace to receive his medal, he was
presented with a suitable substitute in the
meantime, sugar free of course.

A Baby Girl!
Belated congratulations to Graeme
Fletcher and his new wife Carmel who
jetted off to New York in December for their
surprise wedding.

Christine Whinnery from Beechill House
married Francis Gray on 8th March and
honeymooned in Mexico. We wish them
luck with their future together!

Rugby Raffle

New Starts

The Newcastle office hosted an event at
Newcastle Falcons just before Christmas
and decided to raffle the signed rugby ball
in aid of the Scott Wilson Millennium Fund

The Dublin office welcomes Krzysztof
Frymus who joined us on 10th March as
a new Assistant Structural Engineer. We
wish him all the best and many happy
years with Scott Wilson.

They had a brilliant response collecting
£225 and the winner was Bez Lockett of
Basingstoke. Many thanks to all those
who took part.

Beechill House welcomes Kevin Carew
who has joined the Digital Media Team
with an extensive background in graphic
design. Good luck in your new role Kevin.

Congratulations to
Laura Higgs from
our Dublin City
Quay office who
gave birth to baby
Amelie, on 27th
February weighing
in at 7lbs 7oz.

Christmas Competition!
Congratulations to Alan Fraser,
Inverness office, whose name
was pulled out of the hat of entries
following our Christmas Crossword
Competition in December’s edition of
Benchmark. Alan won £20 worth of
Marks & Spencer’s vouchers.

A Note from the Editor. First of all, thanks to everyone who has contributed to this issue. Benchmark is produced by and for the staff of the Scotland & Ireland Division and
it is important that it represents the whole Division. The next issue will be published in June and all contributions will be very welcome. In the meantime we will continue to
issue Newsflashes on an ad-hoc basis to highlight interesting and important news items. Contributions for either Benchmark or Newsflash can be emailed to
cathy.williamson@scottwilson.com or peter.thompson@scottwilson.com
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