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Connswater Community Greenway
Our Ecologists in Edinburgh have been commissioned to develop
an Ecology Management Plan for the Connswater Community
Greenway Project in Belfast.
The Greenway Project is an impressive scheme which will see
a total transformation to the Connswater area of Belfast which
has been neglected and under funded for many years. Close to
50,000 people living in the area will benefit from 379 acres of
public space which will be connected by bridges, walkways and
cycleways to create a safe and vibrant area for recreation and
community events.
The Ecology team will record the wildlife that currently resides
along the proposed route of the new project and offer guidance on
how to safeguard and enhance wildlife as the scheme progresses.
Associate Ecologist, Sue Bell, commented “We are very excited
at the opportunity of finding out what unusual wildlife is sharing
the city with us. We will be surveying the route along the river
over several months’ to analyse vegetation, birds and river
invertebrates as well as looking for signs of rarer species such as
otters and bats”.
After successfully securing £23m worth of funding from the Big
Lottery Fund, East Belfast Partnership is now well on its way
to progressing the Connswater Community Greenway project
which is due to begin construction next year. Both East Belfast
Partnership and Scott Wilson are keen to ensure that information
gained from this survey will not only help create an attractive
parkland for people in the community, but also provide a safe and
friendly environment for the vast range of wildlife that has lived in
the area for years, by informing the design development. >

Mozambique
School Complete!
The School Project in Mozambique is a
perfect example of a project which brought
together different Divisions of Scott Wilson
to provide a modern school building for
over 200 children in the Tofo region of the
country. Our Division provided volunteers
from Belfast, Glasgow, Newcastle &
Middlesbrough. The experience gained
and the achievement by all the volunteers
shows the commitment and dedication of
our employees, who where thrown into an
unknown and sometimes uncomfortable
environment; the bonds formed by
volunteers from all Divisions will last
forever.

The hard work paid off with a project
delivered on time and under budget.
Innovative building techniques were
experienced and the knowledge of all
the represented disciplines was shared
between not only the group, but also the
local workforce and families. The name

of Scott Wilson is etched in the memories
of the many happy, smiling faces of
the children who now have a school
building which they are proud of. These
projects happen very rarely, but the time,
effort, reward and benefits to that local
community will last a lifetime. >
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A9 Official Commissioning
The A9, between Hemsdale and Ord
of Caithness, celebrated its official
commissioning ceremony on a wet day
last month. The A9 Trunk Road provides
a vital link between Inverness, Wick and
Thurso in the north of Scotland, improving
connections for local communities,
businesses and tourists.
Scott Wilson has a long history with this
road dating back to the 1970’s, carrying
out numerous services from feasibility

studies to detailed design, procurement
and construction supervision. Alan Frew,
George Morgan, Alan Fraser and Ian Wells
were all at the ceremony representing the
firm.
The scheme, which is situated in an area
recognised for its natural beauty, will play
a major part in improving road safety by
reducing driver frustration and delivering
better overtaking opportunities.

Transport Minister Stewart Stevenson
who presented the ceremony proceedings
commented, "The A9 is a key artery
in Scotland's transport network and
it is vital that we continue to invest in
improvements to the road on a continuing
and progressive basis. The Helmsdale
improvements completed here are just one
part of investment in the A9 amounting to
some £50 million over the next four years”.
The new 1.3 mile road eases the steep
gradients associated with this route and
reduces the extreme bends in the road.
This is Phase 2 of A9 upgrade in which
access for local communities has been
greatly improved with the construction of
a roundabout, providing a safe means of
access between the new A9 and Navidale,
and the provision of new junctions.
Pedestrian access has also been improved
with the provision of a new footpath and
street lighting between East Helmsdale
and the new roundabout. The previous
section of the A9 through this section
has now become a combined footway,
cycleway and access road for the local
community. >

Hardwick
Park
In 1748 Tyneside businessman John
Burdon purchased the medieval manor
of Herdwyck near Sedgefield in County
Durham. He soon undertook an ambitious
landscaping project, hiring several
designers and architects, including
London architect James Paine, to create a
‘Kentian’ landscape - an artificial lake, river
and waterfall, a circuit walk around the
40 acre property with several follies and
outbuildings including a Temple of Minerva
and a ruined Gothic tower.
Over the course of time the landscape
was neglected, the lake was drained and
the property was sold for other uses. By
the late 20th Century Durham County
Council owned a portion of the site and the
rest was used as farmland. In 1999 the
Heritage Lottery Fund provided the council
with a grant to purchase the remaining
portion of the park and to restore the
original 18th Century landscape, now listed
as of Grade II* significance.

The restoration project is now nearly
complete with some repairs to the
buildings and minor work on the paths and
waterfall remain, as well as interpretation
of the site and completion of the new
visitors centre and car park.
The Newcastle office, under its project
management framework agreement
with Durham County Council, has been
commissioned to supervise the completion
of the work to ensure that the project is
finished on schedule and under budget

and complies with Heritage Lottery Fund
requirements.
Project Manager Carolyn Dougherty has
overseen the compiling of the tender
packages and completion is expectd
in October. Mark McIntosh of the
Middlesbrough office is supervising and
advising on the completion of the visitors
centre, due to open partially on 1 October
2008, and to open completely in 2009 in
time for the busy spring season. >
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Newry Site Visit
Staff from HR, Marketing & Finance in
Belfast were invited out to Newry to get
a tour around the new £110m Beechill to
Cloghogue road scheme which is currently
under construction. The new scheme
makes up part of a major transport route
between Belfast and Dublin.

trip was a great opportunity for office
based functional staff to get a better
understanding of live schemes and
how they operate. It was very much
appreciated and enjoyed by all! >

Scott Wilson’s Edinburgh based Tourism
& Leisure team have been commissioned
by Scottish Enterprise to develop an area
destination induction programme pilot for
operational tourism staff in Aberdeen and
Royal Deeside.

The seven staff ventured to the Newry
site office for a quick introduction into
the processes involved in road design
including statutory procedures, deciding
route corridors and public exhibitions.
They then got kitted up in hard hats and
reflective vests.

It is Scottish Enterprise’s intention to
support the “roll out” of the completed pilot
elsewhere in Scotland.

Martin Hoy and site staff Peter Shaw and
George Buchanan took the staff out in
jeeps to various locations along the route
of the new road and gave an overview
of what exactly was happening. The

One year on...
McClay Collier as MOU3
We are now one year on from joining Scott
Wilson Scotland Limited and how time
flies.......
By way of an awareness exercise, I
wish to briefly highlight the expertise
and resources available within MOU3,
Glasgow. Nigel Williams and his team also
joined up with us in May 2008 and is now
fully effective within MOU3. The total staff
of MOU3 amounts to over 50.
In terms of our experience and expertise,
we have an enviable track record in a
diverse range of sectors and our strengths
are in building structures, heavy industrial
structures and the restoration and
preservation of historic buildings.
We also have a wide experience in
healthcare buildings, universities,
schools and colleges, commercial and
retail development, private and public
sector housing as well as engineering
infrastructure and civil engineering.
Outwith mainstream project design and
delivery, we have also developed a
range of services to provide specialist

Tourism
Destination
Induction Pilot
Programme

skills. We continue to provide CDM Coordinator services (with 13 years’ current
experience) for projects and have a
number of framework agreements in place.
We also provide advice on building defects
and damage and currently have a term
appointment with NHBC. In the past we
have provided subsidence damage advice
to major insurance groups throughout
Scotland over a period of 5 years. We
provide expert opinions where projects
have gone awry and again have built up a
track record over the past 12 years.
We are also well able to deal with
emergency works including fire and flood
damage and dangerous buildings and
have expertise in arranging and managing
demolition contracts for high rise or low
rise buildings.
If we can be of assistance to other MOUs,
then please feel free to contact either
Peter McMillan or Andrew Allan in the
Glasgow office.
Andrew Allan
Technical Director(MOU 3)

The main purpose of the project is to
develop a series of destination induction
intervention models which will allow staff to
enhance the visitors experience by making
them more aware of, and providing them
with, information on what is available for
visitors to do in the local area.
The project consists of several phases:
•

Engaging with the key tourism
industry organisations in Aberdeen
and Aberdeenshire to stimulate
enhanced stakeholder partnership
commitment to supporting the pilot
initiative

•

Questionnaire surveys of a sample of
tourism businesses and visitors in the
area

•

Identification of the key information
messages which should be prioritised
in enhancing the visitor experience
and increasing the opportunities for
further selling the area as a visitor
destination

•

The development of a number of
induction intervention models and the
piloting of these with local key tourism
industry representatives prior to their
implementation.

The project commenced in late August
2008 and is due for completion in February
2009.
This project extends Scott Wilson’s tourism
consultancy relationship with Scottish
Enterprise and the Edinburgh team have
also had a contract extension to continue
to provide tourism product development
services to the agency. >
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A picture tells...
Part of the Marketing Library is the
Image Library which is where we store
photographs of Scott Wilson projects.
Photos in the library are used on project
sheets, in presentations and in brochures
so they need to be of a reasonable quality
in terms of both file size and aesthetics.
The library isn’t for storing project progress
photographs; these are best saved in
the appropriate project folder. Ideally
we like to have up to a dozen or so good
quality images of each project. The library
is available to all staff so that we can

share images across the Division and it
is intended to be representative of all of
the Division. So, we are keen to gather
together any images that you may have
saved on your own PC or on a local server.
If you have any photos hidden away
we would be pleased to hear from
you. Images can be sent to Heather
Montgomery in Belfast or Karen Miller
in Glasgow. Heather and Karen can
supply you with a Scott Wilson guide
to photography if you are interested in
reading more on this subject.

A Burning
Success!
The 30 hectare reclamation of the
Riddochhill Colliery Bing at Bathgate has
successfully completed the most difficult
part of the excavation project to date. The
former Bing has been burning for the last
30 years and has caused significant odour
problems for local residents at Bathgate.
An investigation of the Bing material
(accumulated colliery spoil from past
mining operations) revealed burnt and
unburnt colliery spoil with an area of 2
hectares still registering considerably
elevated temperatures. Historical readings
in the burning section of the Bing had
recorded temperatures of over 444°C.
The Chesterfield office designed a safe
method of remediating and working
the site. Our Division’s Geotechnical
Engineers are acting as the Resident
Engineers for the project which will involve
the excavation and compaction of 1.5
million tonnes of material.

The First Annual S&I
Photo Competition
To encourage our Division’s talented
photographers we are holding the First
Annual S&I Photography Competition.
What we are looking for are good quality,
imaginative photos of projects that we
have been involved in and which would
be suitable for use in a brochure or
advertisement. The rules of entry are
simple:
1.

You can enter as many photos as you
want.

2.

Entries should be in digital format,
preferably JPEG or TIFF format.

3.

The subject matter must be a project
which Scott Wilson has had a
significant involvement in.

4.

The photograph should have been
taken within the last two years.

5.

Only photographs that are not already
in the Image Library are eligible.

6.

If the photo includes people who are
identifiable, you should have already
obtained their permission.

7.

By entering the competition, you
agree to allowing Scott Wilson to use
the images in a range of marketing
materials.

8.

Entries should be emailed to cathy.
williamson@scottwilson.com before
Monday 1st December.

Entries will be judged by an esteemed
panel of judges and the winner will receive
a £50 Amazon voucher. The winning shot
will be published in the next edition of
Benchmark.

Prior to excavation a public consultation
was held to ensure the local community
understood the potential affects caused
by disturbance of the Bing material. Dust
and odour monitoring was installed around
the perimeter at selected higher risk
receptors. Before excavation work began,
significant quantities of water was pumped
throughout the hottest areas of the Bing to
lower temperatures.
During the excavation works any pockets
of material uncovered with high residual
heat were transferred to a cooling down
pad at the site prior to being used as
part of the general earthwork fill. This
excavation work took less than 2 weeks
and there were no complaints from the
local residents. The reclamation works at
the colliery site also involve the extensive
grouting of 4 worked coal seams over 15
hectares. The entire project is expected to
be finished by December 2009. >

Refurbishment of Cragside
Iron Bridge
Our Newcastle office is currently
refurbishing a 130 year Grade II*
listed bridge for the National Trust.
The scheme will feature in a one off
special programme by the BBC who
will periodically be filming the works.
Some of our staff may also make an
appearance on the show! >
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Lock Keeper’s Cottage
The Lock Keepers Cottage at Lock no.
3 on the Lagan Navigation, near Shaws
Bridge in Belfast, is a listed building which
Castlereagh Borough Council purchased
with help from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Funding was achieved after the scheme
was successfully featured on the BBC’s
Restoration programme. Initially we
completed an Options Appraisal to identify
and evaluate a range of potential uses
for the Cottage including an interpretive
facility, café or residence.
We were later appointed as Lead
Consultant, Architects and Quantity
Surveyors to refurbish the listed cottage to
it’s former glory and design a new building
in its grounds to contain offices for Lagan
Valley Regional Park staff, an exhibition
space and tea room.
The listed cottage, which dates back over
100 years, has been refurbished with a
reclaimed slate roof, lime mortar pointing
and lime plaster details, with new sliding
sash windows and a reclaimed quarry tile
floor. Close liaison with the Environment
Agency and an original resident of the
premises helped guide the design to
ensure the cottage was restored as
accurately as possible.
The cottage will be fitted out with period
fire places and furniture based on its
original use and will be open to the public
as a working exhibition on historic living.

The Needle!
The Square, Tallaght is a large shopping
mall in Dublin West which was built in
1990. Scott Wilson, in association with
T.J. O’Connor & Associates, is designing
the refurbishment of the Central Mall and
Entrances. One section of the project
is the design of a Central Mall feature
called The Needle, which is a type of
“spire” supporting sails and an information
platform.
The Needle is formed from a straight
circular hollow section and a conical
section at the top. Four stainless steel
cables attached to the steel columns of
the building structure are used to restrain
the needle against applied and accidental
loading.

The new office and tourist building has
been designed with vernacular features
to be as sympathetic to the cottage as
possible, with high quality finishes in
reclaimed slate roof, slate floor, timber
ceilings with a large feature truss and
random rubble stone feature wall.

With low energy design in mind the
building is heated using a geothermal heat
pump system and high levels of insulation
have been specified. >

Some relevant data regarding the feature
are:
•
Overall height: 21.73 m
•
Height of the cylindrical section: 9 m
•
Height of the conical section: 12.73 m
•
Diameter: 508x10 CHS (pipe section)
wrapped in a stainless steel sheet.
There will be TV plasma screens
suspending from the information platform
at a height of 6 m above the floor level.
The cables will be connected to the
needle by means of a tension ring. The
connection between the Needle and floor
will be standard base plate anchored to
concrete with Hilti anchors. A finite element
analysis of the structure is being carried
out in association with the Basingstoke
office. >
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Sustainable development in practice
As you know from our front cover the
School Project in Mozambique, which was
funded by the Scott Wilson Millennium
Project, is now complete. Lewis Hurley
and Petrina Rowcroft are Sustainable
Development Consultants in the Edinburgh
office and describe below some of the
measures that were taken throughout the
planning and construction phases of the
school.
Before construction, the children attended
classes in huts with dusty cement floors
and grass walls. They had little in the way
of desks, chairs, books, bags or pens and
the quality of their education was poor.
By building the school, we have
significantly improved the educational
environment and given the pupils, teachers
and local community a school that they
can be proud of. But beyond this driving
purpose for the project, there are a number
of other discernible sustainable benefits
that can be identified.
The project brought immediate local
economic benefits. Firstly, the project
employed 7 local labourers on site for
6 days a week on a fixed three-month
contract providing a guaranteed income
that is not normally available in the local
building industry. Furthermore, the site
employed 2 ‘breeze block’ makers. The
project costs also included payment to
a local provider of materials, including a
delivery team.
Of the money raised by the volunteers
a small proportion was used to employ
three local women and a man, Fernando,
to provide breakfast and lunch on site for
the workers. Part of this income helped
towards obtaining planning permission
for a new bakery and kitchen that will be
used by Fernando to train local people in
cookery skills that can be used to support
the expanding local tourist industry.
Local traders and businessmen also
benefited from the groups’ presence
through the revenues gained from
our expenditure on food, transport,
recreational activities and souvenirs. A
number of social benefits will also arise.
Not only will the school allow more children
to be educated and in an environment
more conducive to learning, but it is
envisaged that the buildings will also be
used in the evenings for adult education
workshops for family planning, sexual
health, and skills training.

This is very important for a country with
over 16 million people with HIV which can
result in a loss of important skills, often
before these can even be passed onto
young people.
The Millennium Project sought to
minimise the environmental impact of the
project. As a result, each volunteer paid
to offset the carbon from their flights to
Mozambique.
To reduce the amount of waste generated
by volunteers, we repeatedly re-used
water bottles rather than buying new
bottles of water each day; a particularly
responsible action in a district with no
formal waste disposal facilities.

All of the wood used on site (to construct
windows, doors and roof beams) was
sourced from sustainable commercial
pine forests in South Africa. This will
help protect the vulnerable hardwood
rainforests of Mozambique which contain
a vast biodiversity.
Longer term indirect environmental
benefits can also be expected from
ongoing initiatives to educate the
schoolchildren about the value of their
marine environment.
It is clear that this project will bring
significant and lasting benefits to the local
community and for that the volunteers
would like to thank all of those people
who contributed time and money to help
support the project. >
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M8 Harthill Footbridge

The new iconic footbridge at the Harthill
Services area of the M8, which is located
between Edinburgh and Glasgow, was
lifted into place on Friday evening.
A photomontage above, created by our
Digital Animators, gives an idea of what
motorists will see when approaching the
spectacular bridge.
Users of the bridge will walk through a
helical shaped silver white steel crossing
– the first helical truss footbridge
spanning close to 70m over a motorway!
They will also be protected from the
weather by transparent glazing, with
high quality CCTV and lighting features.
As it will replace a bridge which did not

meet the requirements of the Disability
Discrimination Act, the new futuristic
walkway can be accessed by all users
via either steps or striking curved gentle
ramps.
Mike Hackney and his team of Structural
Engineers worked on the impressive
structure which is a unique bridge for a
UK motorway and is a credit to Transport
Scotland for choosing such an innovative
and bold design.
To reduce disruption to motorists, the
bridge was built in seven different sections,
as seen in the photograph (right), which
were transported and welded together
onsite last weekend. The glazing was also

added at this point to allow the structure to
be raised into place in a single lift by one
of the largest cranes in Europe during the
night. >

Marketing Library
Just in case anyone doesn’t already know,
the Business Development and Marketing
team have a full library of information
available to all staff within our Division
to help with putting tenders together and
finding out information about the company.

The Marketing Library is an ongoing
project that is constantly being added to
and updated. If you have suggestions or
documents for the library these should
be submitted through one of the team
members.

The library is available to all staff through
the N: drive.

The information in the library is listed to the
right. It may be a helpful exercise to spend
some time going through these folders
as the information could prove useful in
saving both time and effort in putting bids
together.

The Marketing Library should be the first
port of call when compiling pre-qualification
or tender submissions and is the main
resource for all materials including
certificates, company information, CVs,
track record, project description sheets
and so on.

If you have any queries about the
Marketing Library please contact Cathy
Williamson.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Awards
Capability Statements
Company Information
CV’s
Image Library
Marketing Standards
Miscell Useful Documents
Powerpoint
Project Description Sheets
Sales Pipeline
Sample Answers
Sample Methodologies
Submission Templates
Submissions
Terms of Business
Track Record >
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STAFF NEWS
Long Service

New Starts

Sport

The following staff were recently rewarded
for their long service within the firm:

Our most recent new starts throughout the
Division are listed below. Good luck in your
new roles!

The Dublin (Sandyford) office have fomed
a tag rugby team and so far have one win
and one loss to their names. Their six-aside team finished their season on a high
with a win. They wouldn’t comment about
the other games prior to the last one.
Needless to say they improved as the
season went on!

40 Years
Alf Wright
30 Years
Alex Bickett
John Armstrong
20 Years
Stewart Proud
David Riach
Maria Graham
10 Years
Alberto Oscoz
Paul Tully
Brian Handley
Andrew Gillespie
Karen McGrattan >

Professional Bodies/ Exams
Beth McCabe
from Belfast
recently gained an
Executive Secretary
Diploma from the
South Eastern
Regional Collage.

We would also like to wish a warm
welcome all the new staff joining us from
Hewertson and Jenkinson Partners in
Middlesbrough.
Middlesbrough
Pete Appleton - M&E Technician
Catherine Chapman - Secretary / Admin
Peter Dring - Senior M&E Technician
Guy Farline - Senior Mechanical Engineer
Dennis Ford - Principal Engineer
Trevor Hodgkiss - Principal Mechanical
Engineer
Reg Jenkinson - Senior Mechanical
Engineer
Laurence Waters - Associate
Glasgow
Karel Semrad - Graduate Structural
Engineer
Rakesh Shivakumara Swamy - Graduate
Engineer
Philip Tully - Trainee Technician
Hemachandran Genesan - Graduate
Engineer
Joe McCulloch - Trainee Technician

Congratulations to Jacqueline McNamee
from Glasgow who has recently passed
her three strategic level CIMA exams.

Edinburgh
Gavin Mulroy- Graduate Engineer
Andrew Norrie - Principal Project Engineer
Keith Gavin - Principal Process Engineer
Sharon McAulay - Sales Ledger Clerk

Well done to Paul
Wilson, Suzanne
O’Toole and Alastair
Henderson from the
Digital Media Team
who have become
Chartered Members
of the Institute of
Designers Ireland. >

Dublin
Philip Corr – Graduate Structural Engineer
Stephen Kavanagh – Graduate Civil
Engineer
Lee Kuok Wei – Senior Geotechnical
Engineer
John O’Donovan – Principal Structural
Engineer
Jonathan Morris - Graduate Civil Engineer
Belfast
Pauline Bradley - Graduate Civil Engineer
Karen Crawford - Graduate Landscape
Architect
Paul Gallagher - Graduate Civil Engineer
Eamonn Gunn - Graduate Civil Engineer
Dr Paul Lynas - Ecologist >

Congratulations
to Trevor Wood
(Dublin) who
retained the long
distance open
water title for
the second year
running at the Irish
Open Water Long
Distance Swimming
Championships. This is a 17km (10.5
mile) race in 14-15 degree celsious water
in Lough Erne (Cary Bridge to Enniskillen).
No wetsuits allowed just hat, trunks and
goggles - Yikes!
Belfast’s football team are celebrating
after becoming the Design & Build Shield
winners. The team secured the win against
WS Atkins via penalties in the final and
was well deserved. Well done! >

Celebrations
Congratulations
to Diane & Mark
Spence, both from
the Belfast office,
who are celebrating
after the birth of
their first son Adam,
weighing 8lbs 4oz
on 25th September
2008. >

A Note from the Editor. First of all, thanks to everyone who has contributed to this issue. Benchmark is produced by and for the staff of the Scotland & Ireland Division and it
is important that it represents the whole Division. The next issue will be published in December. All contributions will be very welcome. In the meantime we will continue to
issue Newsflashes on an ad-hoc basis to highlight interesting and important news items. Contributions for either Benchmark or Newsflash can be emailed to
cathy.williamson@scottwilson.com or peter.thompson@scottwilson.com
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