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Merry Christmas!
Last year at this time we were all getting
educated by the press on sub-prime
mortgages and the like. Who would have
guessed that one year on we would be in
worldwide economic flux. It has and will
affect us in a variety of ways. Many of
you have added credit control and cash
collection to you professional repertoire.
Possibly not what you expected but an
essential part of our survival plan.
I am grateful for your efforts on that subject
and you need to continue; it is unlikely
to get easier next year. But our crystal

ball is not clever enough to predict what
will happen next; we just have to get on
with what we do best - winning new jobs,
delivering them to grateful clients and
ensuring that we get paid - this is our
parallel world to the financial crisis.
When you read through this edition you
will see in our parallel world that we
continue to win and deliver projects. Our
staff continue to become professionally
qualified and we add new skills to our
capabilities. Lastly we still have an appetite
for hobbies and having a bit of fun. This

year use the holiday season to best effect.
Have a Happy Christmas and a Good New
Year and come back refreshed for the
challenges ahead.
One last plea. Whatever the tribulations
we face they are nothing compared to
what some others face in our world.
Please contribute to our Millenium
Fund whenever you can; it will make a
difference.
Ronnie Hunter
CEO

Success with Bombardier!
As many of you will be aware by now,
we have successfully won a major
commission from Bombardier to design
their new manufacturing plant in Belfast.

they specialise in complex technologies,
requiring the construction of a completely
new manufacturing facility and we will be
leading the design.

The aerospace manufacturer has launched
the design of a new mid-size airliner called
the CSeries which will go into production
in 2012. The new aircraft is revolutionary
in many ways, including extensive use of
composite technology.

Our Architects in Belfast led the Scott
Wilson team of Civil & Structural Engineers
and Architects, with M&E Engineering
services provided by the Manchester
office, who are also providing further
Architectural and Structural support.

Gordon Brown recently commented
“Bombardier’s decision to base production
of the CSeries wing in Belfast is the
biggest ever inward investment (£520m) in
Northern Ireland”.

Trevor Leaker is leading the team and
commented, “We are particularly pleased
with this appointment, as we hope it will be
not just about this very exciting project but
the start of a long term relationship with
one of the biggest companies in Northern
Ireland”.

The wings for the new plane are to be built
in Bombardier’s plant in Belfast, where

This is a landmark project in many ways.
The shear scale of the project, which when
all phases are complete could extend to
500m long, its importance to the local
economy in Belfast and the fact that
the facility will be constructed alongside
Belfast City Airport all mean that it will be a
high profile scheme.
In preparation for the bid our team created
a photomontage of what the final plant
could look like, which is shown below.
The selection process was extremely
demanding and many people had a hand
in securing this commission.
Thanks and well done to everyone
involved. >
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Cragside Iron Bridge Restoration

One of the iron arches, with strengthening
plates riveted to the inside face

Our Newcastle office has been involved
in designing a package of works to allow
The National Trust to re-open a historic
footbridge at Cragside.
The listed wrought iron structure is 130
years old and forms part of a Grade I listed
landscape. The image above shows the
Iron Bridge with Cragside House in the
background
However, it has been feared understrength for many years and has never
been open to visitors. The client and
architect rightfully demanded that the

appearance and fabric of the structure
should be preserved.
Therefore, in order to restore the bridge,
the structural strengthening utilised new
plates connected by rivets and the new
parapet was designed in keeping with the
existing.
The structure is due to open to visitors at
the start of the new season in 2009. This
has been a very successful and interesting
scheme so it is hoped that we can enter
several awards in the new year!

The new parapet comprises the original
(thin) posts, which were retained for
conservation, along side new posts to
provide increased strength.

Christmas Facts, Myths & Beliefs!

Sustainable Design

•

“To have good health throughout the
next year, eat an apple on Christmas
Eve.”

•

“The child born on Christmas Day will
have a special fortune.”

•

“To prevent a quarreling family, place
shoes side by side on Christmas Eve.”

•

Christmas wreaths of holly and
berries are believed to represent
Christ’s thorns and blood.

•

The first Christmas card was designed
by John Horsley in 1840, but was not
sold until 1843.

•

While working for inventor Thomas
Edison, Edward Johnson had lights
crafted especially for his Christmas
tree leading to the popularisation of
Christmas tree lights.

•

Poet Clark Moore is credited with
naming Santa’s reindeer; Blitzen,
Comet, Cupid, Dancer, Dasher,
Doneder, Prancer, and the most
famous reindeer, Rudolph!

Andrew Clifford, Technical Director for
Sustainable Design, recently gave a
presentation on sustainability including
how it can be incorporated into the design
process.

•

Bing Crosby’s Christmas classic
“White Christmas” is the best-selling
Christmas song of all time.

If you are interested in seeing Andrew’s
presentation it can be found in the
Marketing Library at N:\PowerPoint\
Sustainable Design - Andrew Clifford.

•

Austria issued the first Christmas
stamp in 1937.

•

Christmas trees received their first
written acknowledgement in Germany
in 1531.

•

It was the custom to eat goose at
Christmas until Henry VIII decided to
tuck into a turkey. 93 per cent of the
population in the UK will eat turkey on
Christmas Day; this means 11million
turkeys being cooked!
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Award
Entries for
2009

Award for
Beacon South
Quarter
Scott Wilson has been successful in
winning an Award from the Association of
Landscape Contractors of Ireland (ALCI)
for the Beacon South Quarter landscape
scheme in the Commercial category.

We had a very successful year in 2008
with the Division winning 24 awards.
Successful schemes included Cleveleys
Seafront Regeneration, Lough Key Activity
Centre and the A66 Temple Sowerby
Bypass.

Beacon South Quarter is a major urban
development in Sandyford, Dublin, which
includes apartments, live/work units,
shops, cultural buildings, a 5,600sqm
urban plaza with a major water feature,
roof gardens and other open spaces within
a high-rise scheme of up to eight stories.

As we are heading into 2009 it is a good
time to consider any projects you may
be working on that would be suitable to
enter into an award. We have prepared
a schedule of awards throughout 2009
(Available in the marketing library under
‘Awards’) so you can take the entry
deadlines into consideration. Our awards
won to date are also listed here.

Scott Wilson has been involved in the
design since the master planning stage
and contributed to the EIS. We were also
part of the design team for a marketing
suite to promote the scheme.
This project has offered many challenges
in relation to design of landscape in a high
density, high rise context. The team has
devised innovative and practical solutions
to these challenges during the progression
of the project. >

M8 Official Opening!
The M8 Cullahill to Cashel Road
Improvement Scheme had its official
opening last Monday, 7 months early
and well within budget. The scheme has
been upgraded to motorway over its entire
length (previously mainly high quality dual
carriageway). The sun came out when
the Minister for Transport, Noel Dempsey
TD, arrived to officially open the road,
making for a memorable occasion.
The M8 passes through parts of Counties
Laois, Kilkenny, North Tipperary and
South Tipperary and its opening provides
a continuous section of motorway
some 90 km long between Cullahill and
Mitchelstown. The M8 Cullahill to Cashel
stretch is 40 km long. It is a motorway with
four grade separated junctions linking it to
the national road network and to Cashel,
Thurles, Urlingford, Johnstown and
Kilkenny.
Susan Briggs and the team are very
pleased with the quality of the end result.
Susan commented “After an excellent
dinner at the Dundrum House Hotel,
Cashel, I can report that the drive back up

It is becoming increasingly popular for
Clients to ask for award details when they
are tendering new schemes so we always
need to have relevant and up to date
awards available on our list. Winning an
award is also an excellent way to promote
our work and is also beneficial for our
Clients to see the success of their scheme.
To enter an award, please contact Cathy
Williamson who can help prepare the
entry. Always ensure you have good
quality photographs of your scheme as
imagery plays a key part in conveying the
quality of our projects. We also need to
ensure we have Client approval before
entering any awards.
Hopefully 2009 will be just as successful
as 2008. >

the new road was a great improvement
on the road through Littleton, Horse and
Jockey, Urlingford and Johnstown (all now
bypassed) and the ride quality of the new
surfacing was excellent!”
Our staff all enjoyed reuniting with the
original design team at the opening (PM
Stan Johnston from C Division) and the
current team who took over in 2006.
Richard Spencer has been involved from
the beginning to the end – 8 years in total!
Overall it has been a very successful
scheme and well done to all involved. >

A Guide to Marketing &
Business Development
The Marketing & Business
Development team have prepared a
new guide which summerises how
the team can be of assistance to
all offices and disciplines within our
Divisions.
A PDF of the Guide Book is
available on the N:/ under ‘Marketing
Standards’ and on Unite on the
Scotland & Ireland pages. A hard
copy is also available on request. >
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Lock Keeper’s makes the Final!
Lock Keeper’s Cottage, which featured
in October’s Benchmark, has been
successfully selected as a finalist in the
RTPI/RSPB Northern Ireland Sustainable
Planning Awards. We have entered the
‘Rural Areas and Natural Environment’
Category and the judges will be visiting the
building in January before announcing the
winner in February.
We were successful in winning the
Northern Ireland Sustainable Planning
Award earlier this year with Stranmillis
Orchard so fingers crossed for 2009. >

Lagan Navigation Digital Model
Scott Wilson’s Digital Media Team was
recently commissioned by Belfast City
Council to design and build a virtual
landscape model of a section of the Lagan
Navigation in Belfast.
The River Lagan has played a central part
in Belfast’s history, helping it to become
one of the greatest ports in Europe and
one of the UK's leading manufacturing
centres by the end of the 19th century.
Many of the canal systems that were
previously in existence, which link to
Lough Neagh, have been neglected over
the years.
Various agencies in Northern Ireland have
sought to redevelop the Lagan Navigation
system through the introduction of the
Lagan Canal Restoration Trust. The
Trust aims to open up the river system to
increase the tourism potential and create
an attractive riverside route for a variety of
sport and recreational activities.
The virtual model of the Lagan Corridor
was designed to create a realistic view of
how the disused Corridor could look if it
was regenerated. The team reproduced
a 14-mile stretch of river and network of
canals from Belfast City Centre to Lisburn.
The software used allowed the team to
model a huge area of terrain, whilst at
the same time include the smallest level
of detail such as ground textures, water
and thousands of trees and all forms of
vegetation.
The model is fully interactive, enabling
people of all ages to navigate around the

realistic site. The hope is that the model
will act as a catalyst to transform the
neglected and overgrown locks and canals

which will benefit the local residents and
attract tourists to the vicinity. >
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A first for Harthill!
Really? Yes, it is. It’s the first pedestrian
bridge crossing of a motorway adopting
a double-helix structural form. And it has
blue under lighting. Its even got nitrile
rubber with stainless steel braiding for
flexibility in movement of its down-pipes;
anti skid surfacing; vandal resistant
polycarbonate glazing; stainless steel
concealed guttering; 60% of the roof is
glazed; and its stable at 120mph windspeeds.
No, it’s not the list of options for the latest
BMW. We’re talking here about the first
use of a double-helix foot-bridge over a
motorway in the UK, probably Europe.
We’re talking Harthill on the EdinburghGlasgow motorway. We’re talking iconic
structures. We’re talking firsts. We’re
talking Scott Wilson.
In an edition of Interchange on the Harthill
Footbridge we commiserated with those
who were sitting by the fireside on the
night of the 3rd October, or partying, or
doing the Paso Doble with John Sergeant
and Krystina. In fact, we commiserated
with everyone who was not watching the
318 Tonne bridge rising to the occasion.
But we’ve been busy since 3 October.
Ever so busy. So busy in fact we didn’t
think we’d finish in time for Minister
Stewart Stevenson to declare the bridge
open on 26th November. But we did. And
it was grand.
After the installation of the new bridge,
Scotland’s finest wielders of acetylene
torches gave us a blast. The old bridge,
and three not insignificant piers had no
chance. They were felled in a single
night of dust, sparks, and flames, and the
motorway was re-opened as dark gave
way to dawn. Later, two enormous staircase towers bit the dust and were buried
and laid to rest. No-one shed a single
tear. The towers and the old bridge were
amongst the ugliest and most unloved
structures in Lanarkshire, probably in
Scotland.
But now, where once there was neglect,
we now have care. A new bridge to
care for, young trees, young shrubs, and
daffodils to care for, a field of golden
daffodils. Well, we like it.
Did Mr Stevenson like it? Of course
he liked it. He thought it was the “bees
knees”, but didn’t quite utter the adjective

“fandabidosi”. Didn’t he say such a big
thank-you to Raynesway who built it, to us
at Scott Wilson who were gynaecologistin-charge, to Buro Happold who worked
up Scott Wilson’s conceptual design to a
working design, for their Client Raynesway
in the D&B contract, and to SH Structures
who built it with welders with two left arms
to cope with the intricacy of welding. Well
no, he didn’t say any of these things. He
was much more polite and proper and
sensible.

But maybe they were the clever ones.
That bridge isn’t going anywhere except
from A to B.
Some say Harthill has a “hard” image.
Really? Look at the photo below as you
enter neighbouring Blackridge. Yes, it’s
gun free. Don’t you ever again think you’re
having a hard time of it. >

But we mustn’t forget wee Tony Gannon
and Danny Boothman who played bridgebuilding games on their computer. Wee
Tony, whose first degree is in aeronautical
analysis, and Danny, who spent three
years writing a PhD thesis on how to weld
cracks in sea-going or even under-sea
going vessels. I told them right at the
outset that without wings or a periscope
the thing would neither take off nor go
under water. And I was right.
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Kilkenny Central Access Scheme
The Dublin Sandyford office has
recently been involved in a high profile
An Bord Pleanala Oral Hearing for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and Compulsory Purcharse Order (CPO)
for the Kilkenny Central Access Scheme.
The Malone O’Regan Scott Wilson Joint
Venture provided evidence on behalf of
Kilkenny County Council.
The proposed scheme is 3.5km in length,
with single carriageway for its entire
length. It comprises sections of new road
and street, linked by existing streets. The
scheme is broken into two sections: an
East-West Central Access Street near
the city centre incorporating a new bridge
over the River Nore and a North-South
link bypassing the existing residential area
in the North West of the city, providing
access to development lands.
The scheme includes a new cabled stayed
bridge over the River Nore, four bridges
over the Breagagh River, an underpass
at the brewery site and retaining walls at
Greensbridge Street and the Irishtown link.
Our team for the Oral Hearing comprised a
Senior Counsel, a planning expert brought
in to coordinate the case by Kilkenny
County Council, County Council planners,
engineers and experts on environmental
issues, archaeology, architecture,
landscape and visual and cultural heritage.
The total team came to approximately 25
individuals including back room staff.
The main objectors present at the hearing
were the Heritage Council, Kilkenny
Archaeological Society, An Taisce, and
an environmental campaigner. Additional
stand alone objections were given by a
small number of affected landowners and
residents groups. Submissions were also

presented from local businesses including
Diageo, owner of the Smithwicks Brewery
which the scheme crosses.
Many points were made in objection to the
scheme, including:
•
Severance of the medieval city core
•
Destruction of buried in situ
archaeology
•
Impact on the City’s cultural heritage
•
Scheme should be delayed until
the Brewery has ceased operations
and it’s redevelopment has been
progressed
•
Visual impact of the proposed River
Nore crossing
•
Scheme has been for the benefit
of individual developers and
development sites
Submissions in support of the scheme
were also presented including the Mayor
of Kilkenny and Cllr Geoghan (on behalf of
Kilkenny Chamber of Commerce).
A number of Scott Wilson staff were
responsible for providing key evidence.
Susan Briggs (Project Director) and
Martin le Roux provided evidence on the
development of the scheme, including

route options, traffic, and economics.
They were supported by Andy Voke (SW
Liverpool) on all traffic modeling issues.
Mike Hackney provided evidence on
the controversial 60m span River Nore
crossing, proposed as a twin cable stayed
bridge.
Susan, Martin and Mike acquitted
themselves well against difficult and
persistent questioning by the opposition,
sticking to the clear facts and showed that
all our designs and options were able to
withstand thorough examination.
The proceedings were covered by both
local and national press over the 3 day
hearing, with articles published in the Irish
Times, Irish Independent and the Kilkenny
People.
The hearing was a culmination of nearly
3 years work by Malone O’Regan Scott
Wilson on the preliminary design for the
scheme. The Inspector will now produce a
report based on all the evidence presented
and we are hopeful of a positive result. >
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M&E Capabilities in MOU7
Our Mechanical and Electrical team are
pleased to announce the successful
integration of Hewertson Jenkinson
Partnership within the existing M&E team
in Scott Wilson’s Middlesbrough office.
This integration has given great breadth
to the Building Services capabilities and
boosts the potential for the integrated
services offered not only by the
Middlesbrough MOU, but by our Division
as a whole.
The team now consists of (L to R in photo)
Peter Appleton, Carl Bunn, Laurence
Waters, Reg Jenkinson, Trevor Hodgkiss,
Dennis Ford, Stuart Urban, Peter Dring
and Russell Craig.
The team are also pleased to announce
the successful tender for the new Tall
Trees development in Yarm (image on
left). This prestigious £50m development
incorporates a new luxury restaurant,
conferencing, spa & leisure facilities for up
to 500 people, an additional ‘6’star hotel,
along with 290 private luxury apartments.
Other recent contract awards include
Bourlon & Maggido Barracks refurbishment
at Catterick Garrison. >

Dublin Canals
Did you know that the water quality in the
canals is so good that’s its still used by
Guinness in its brewery in central Dublin!
The Landscape and Planning team in
Belfast have just been commissioned by
a consortium led by Waterways Ireland
to identify the recreational, tourism and
commercial potential of the Dublin City
Canals. The commission also includes
the development of an investment and
maintenance framework.
The Grand Canal and the Royal Canal
are two of Irelands greatest engineering
achievements built in the late 18th and
early 19th centuries. The canal network
was developed as the main method of
transport for goods and people, however
both canals ceased formal operations in
the 1960’s.
The Dublin City Canals are integral to
the heritage, history and urban fabric
of Dublin City. They are an essential
element of the spatial identity of the City,

an important recreational outlet providing
a green corridor through the City and are
enjoyed for their unique ecology and as
a destination for boaters, anglers and
walkers. However, there is no shortage of
anti-social behaviour along certain inner
city sections of the waterway.
This exciting and challenging commission
will address the future recreational, tourism
and commercial needs of the canal
corridors so that infrastructural investment
as well as tourism and recreational
projects can be delivered.
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And the winner is...
The Divisional photography competition
was launched in the October issue of
Benchmark and we have been delighted
with the amount of entries received. Over
40 photographs were entered to thank you
to everyone who took the time to enter.
The judging panel received a good range
of entries which were shortlisted to 8
based on the following criteria:
•
•

A project we played a major part in
An interesting or unusual image

•
•

A photo for future use in a
presentation, project sheet, marketing
materials etc.
A photo of a high standard – well
exposed, well composed and in focus

The overall winner was then selected
by Ronnie Hunter, Divisional CEO. So,
congratulations to the winner, Keith Fulton,
who submitted a photograph of the Scott
Wilson Millennium Project when he spent
May in Mozambique helping with the
School build.

He collects a £50 Amazon voucher for his
efforts.
Many thanks to everyone who entered; it
was good to see photographs of the wide
range of projects going on throughout the
Division. Although the competition is over
for this year, we are still keen to receive
images of current projects. These should
be sent to cathy.williamson@scottwilson.
com, so we can add them to the Image
Library for future use. >

Christmas Party Fun!
It is that time of year again to enjoy the
festive spirit with office Christmas parties.
The Irish Offices held their Christmas
Party on 6th December with James Bond
as the theme. Everyone looked really well
as you can see and fully embraced the
Bond theme. Edinburgh partied on 12th
December followed by the Newcastle
office on 17th December. Middlesbrough
is hosting a Ceilidh on the 19th following
on from their Christmas games of pass the
parcel and pin the tail on Rudolf last year.
The Glasgow office is heading out on 23rd
for a meal, as is the Inverness office.
Enjoy the festivities! >
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Runners Up
All the photos below are those that made
the finals!
Whilst the standard of entries was
generally very good, the following tips may
help you in your future photography:
•

If you camera has a date stamp,
switch it off before you take the photo.

•

If you are using a digital camera,
ensure that it is set to the highest
picture quality (largest file size).

•

To make sure your photos are sharp,
hold your camera steady and squeeze
the shutter. This will prevent blur in
your pictures.

•

Try to frame the picture, for example
with a tree to one side.

•

One of the biggest key to a successful
photo is the quality of light, so it is
best to take pictures early or late in
the day.

•

Look for an interesting angle and
don’t be afraid to crouch down or
stand on something (safely) to get an
alternative viewpoint.

•

If the photo is of a construction site,
make sure that everyone is wearing a
hard hat. >

The Landmark Building, Holyhead
- Submitted by Mark McIntosh
(Middlesbrough)

Portura Sluice Gates, Enniskillen Submitted by Karol McCusker (Belfast)

Bridge Inspection - Submitted by Andrew
Tryon (Newcastle)

Gate Lodge Park, Banbridge - Submitted
by Andrew Quinn (Belfast)

Cragside Bridge Restoration - Submitted
by Andrew Tryon (Newcastle)

Riddochhill Colliery - Submitted by Edd
Edmondson (Glasgow)

Westlink, Belfast - Submitted by Thomas
Lavery (Belfast)
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STAFF NEWS
Professional Bodies/ Exams
Congratulations to Alan Blair and Colin
Booth from Glasgow who both recently
became Chartered Engineers through the
Institution of Civil Engineers.
Alan has been
employed in the
company’s roads
section and has
gained a broad
experience on a
number of varied
and challenging
projects in Scotland
and NI.
Colin joined
us in 2003. He
has worked in
the Roads and
Hydrology sections
and has spent
time on site.
He has gained
experience in road,
hydrology and
drainage design,
both as Contractor’s Designer and Client’s
Representative.
We would also
like to offer our
congratulations
to Robert Preston
and Simone Pester
from the Belfast
office who have
become Chartered
Landscape
Architects.
An additional
congratulations is
also due to Robert
Preston who
married Michaela
on Saturday 13th
December. We
hope they enjoyed
their big day!

Sport
Congratulations to
Eoin Greene in the
Dublin office who
recently became a
Chartered member
of the Institute
of Engineers
Ireland. Eoin was
previously located
in the Birmingham
office with the
geotechnics team before transferring to
Dublin in 2005. Eoin is currently working
for the roads and geotechnical teams in
the Sandyford office.
John Ormond from the Dublin office also
successfully gained Chartership from The
Institution of Engineers of Ireland - Well
done.
Congratulations
are also due to
Cathy Williamson,
a member of our
Division’s Business
Development &
Marketing Team,
who has achieved
Chartership with the
Chartered Institute
of Marketing. >

The Dublin office grabbed the runners-up
spot in their first ever foray into competitive
tag rugby. Led by their inspirational
captain Sile Oakes, the team performed
magnificently throughout the season.
The squad put their success down to their
match debriefing sessions which involved
consuming a few pints after each game &
competing in the local pub quiz.
The team received their runners up award
at the annual end of league Ceili at the
Stillorgan Park Hotel in Dublin. Reports
suggest they had one last very intense
debriefing session and their footwork
wasn’t as impressive as it is on the rugby
pitch.
Success is also being enjoyed by the
Dublin office 5-a-side soccer team. Having
already played five epic matches, with
three wins and two narrow losses, they are
still in the hunt for the top spot.
There is a long way to go though, with a
much anticipated top of the table fixture
organised for the first night back after
the Christmas break. Subsequently, the
league winner’s identity may hinge on
which team does the least partying over
the Christmas period.
Ah well, there is always next season
lads….

New Arrival!
Congratulations to Paul Wilson from
Belfast’s Digital Media Team who has
a new addition to the family in time for
Christmas. Baby Sophie was born on 16th
December weighing a healthy 6lb 3oz.
Both mum and baby are doing well!

BBC Choir of the Year
Also, Simon Thompson from the Belfast
office is a singer in a group called the
Grosvenor Chorale. They made it to the
Grand Final of the BBC’s Choir of the Year
Competition.
They succeeded through the semi finals in
Liverpool, but unfortunately were pipped
to the post at the Grand Final at the Royal
Festive Hall in London.
Congratulations on getting so far in the
competition. >

A Note from the Editor. First of all, thanks to everyone who has contributed to this issue. Benchmark is produced by and for the staff of the Scotland & Ireland Division and
it is important that it represents the whole Division. The next issue will be published in March. All contributions will be very welcome. In the meantime we will continue to
issue Newsflashes on an ad-hoc basis to highlight interesting and important news items. Contributions for either Benchmark or Newsflash can be emailed to
cathy.williamson@scottwilson.com or peter.thompson@scottwilson.com
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